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Little Elected
Mayor of Metchosin
Acceptance Statement of Marie-Térèse Little
Political life, even at the municipal level, is a fulltime commitment and requires a real passion for
one’s community. All those willing to stand for
elected office have my respect and I would like to
extend my gratitude to everyone who put their
name forward in this election and shared their
visions for our community.
Now that I have been elected Mayor of
Metchosin, I will endeavour to fairly represent
all residents and make sure all voices receive our
respect and due consideration.
I want to extend my gratitude and thanks to
my many supporters and my “team MT”, who
persevered through many challenges during this
campaign. You spent countless hours supporting
me in numerous ways including cheering me on
and walking by my side whilst connecting with the
residents of Metchosin.
I ask that everyone join me in thanking former
Councillor Kyara Kahakauwila for her long service
to Metchosin and wish her the very best in her future endeavours. Congratulations to newly-elected
Council members: incumbent Sharie Epp, Steven
Gray, Jay Shukin and Shelly Donaldson. I look
forward to a fruitful exchange of ideas and many
productive discussions. We agree, at our core, that
we need to keep Metchosin rural. We may not agree
on some issues, but this is when respect and open,
healthy dialogue will be most important.
Local government is about the fair consideration
of decisions that greatly affect our lives and the
local environment. I believe our collective interests are best served when all available information
is transparent for public discussion and review.
Respectful debate and dialogue are healthy foundations for a vibrant democracy and an engaged
community. Open and transparent Council meetings foster trust in the Council and help to build
a healthy, engaged community. To build trust and
facilitate accountability of Council, we will conduct
as much of our business as legally possible in meetings that are open to the public. With community
involvement, I aim to start strategic planning for
the future of rural Metchosin.

w w w.metchosinmuse.ca

Kahakauwila
Concedes and
Reflects
Dear Metchosin,

I had hoped to be writing a different version of this letter to you,
but at this time, that is not to be.
I want to express my gratitude
to you for believing in a young
woman as I embarked on my
journey of leadership 22 years ago.
Being a Councillor for five terms
and working with very passionate and dedicated people as we
led and protected our community
values has been a source of joy in
my life. Being on Council has had
a significant impact on my professional career and personal life;
I am forever grateful to have had
this opportunity.
I would like to thank those
who helped me during this
campaign; there are too many
to name, but you know who you
are. I have developed meaningful
and lasting friendships, met with
many residents, discussing your
passions and concerns for our

community. Over the years I have
worked with valued colleagues
and great mentors; opportunities
to make connections and further
the understanding of what our
rural community offers the region
and why it needs to be protected.
To Ed, Nahoa and Koa, I could
not have asked for better support.
You are my world and I love you.
I have been fortunate to have
had all my extended family support me throughout my time on
Council.
The responsibility to protect
Metchosin’s rural values through
policy, planning, advocacy, budget
and tax management is now the
responsibility of Mayor-Elect
Little and Councillors-Elect Epp,
Gray, Shukin and Donaldson. I
wish you well as you embark on
this next Council term. Your success is our success. Godspeed.
With Gratitude,
Kyara Kahakauwila

Mayor Marie-Térèse Little.
Eila Zylak Photography

It has been an honour to serve Metchosin as a
Councillor and I look forward to serving as your
Mayor. This is critically important for managing
the changes we face, maintaining our lifestyle, and
protecting our values and environment; all while
remaining fiscally responsible.
Editor’s note: See also ‘Wind of Change’ on page 4
for more about the municipal election.

Kyara Kahakauwila and family (left to right) Edison, Nahoa, Kyara
and Koa. Photo supplied

Terror on Tiswilde
Barb Sawatsky

Something spooky is happening on the
Campos’ family property at the junction
of Tiswilde and Meridale Roads! On a
lower corner of their property, Dad, Leo,
and the employees of his company, Alive
Construction, built a chilling House of
Horrors over the course of three days and
the family has since been working on the
exhibit, which is now complete with sound

Lucas presenting a cheque to Vancouver
Children’s Hospital in 2021.

and lights. It is sure to both horrify and
delight all ages.
The Campos family has been building Halloween displays from when they
lived in Colwood and they continued their
tradition after moving to Metchosin five
years ago. It has grown from a few small
tents to an exhibit that takes about 200
hours to build. It now serves two purposes:
fun entertainment at a crazy time of year
and a fundraiser for Vancouver Children’s
Hospital.
Two years ago, Leo’s and Angella’s
14-year-old son, Lucas, was diagnosed
with acute Crohn’s Disease. Initially, they
travelled to Vancouver every second week
for IV infusion treatments which last three
to four hours each time, but visits are
now once a month and “it doesn’t look as
though there is an end to the treatments
any time soon,” said Angella. Because they
do not want the trip to be a completely
negative experience, and depending what
time of day the treatments are scheduled,
they often spend the night at a hotel and
“do some fun activity such as visiting the
Vancouver Aquarium, which is one of
Lucas’s favourite attractions,” said Leo.
Last year, the Campos family talked
about “doing something for the hospital,

The whole family works on this project, left to right: grandparents Ron and Lynn
Caton, Lucas, Angella, Leo, Tanysha and Ariana Campos. Barb Sawatsky photo

giving back for the care and kindness” they
have experienced, and hit on the idea of
having a donation box at the Halloween
display. Every night the box is emptied and
the day’s contributions are counted. Much
to the delight of Lucas and his family, they
were able to donate $5,000 to Vancouver
Children’s Hospital last year, an astonishing amount considering the outlay
for travel, hotel, food and other personal
expenses that the family absorbs.

Make a point of seeking out this wonderful display; the family loves to share
their efforts with the community. Leave a
donation for the cause if you can, to show
appreciation to the family for their unique
fundraiser. For those who do not carry
cash, a QR code is set up beside the donation box which is attached to the House
of Horrors. Lucas’ goal is “to make more
money than last year” – please help him
achieve it.
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The District of Metchosin is
seeking feedback from residents
to inform the development
of a Climate Action Plan for
Metchosin. The plan, which has
been under development since the
spring, seeks to establish climate
action goals for the community,

and identify specific opportunities to further local efforts
towards reducing community
greenhouse gas emissions and
enhancing resilience.
Residents are being asked to
provide feedback on preliminary
climate action ideas and opportunities developed to date,
and make their own suggestions
and observations through an

online survey. The survey can
be accessed through the District
of Metchosin’s website (https://
www.metchosin.ca/) between
October 31 and November 13.
Feedback received through the
survey will be integrated into
the proposed Climate Action
Plan, which will be submitted for
Council’s review and approval
later this fall.

Council News
NOVEMBER 2022

Metchosin Fire Department – Burning Will Remain Closed Until Further Notice
As of submission date of this article (October 14), we are still at an Extreme Fire Danger rating. Open
burning and campfires continue to be banned until further notice. Please check with Metchosin Fire
Department, www.metchosinfire.ca, or 250-478-1307 to check permissibility prior to any burning.
Winter Roads
In November, we can anticipate turning from what has been a dry sunny autumn to a colder season and
potentially icy conditions. Please remember that ice control and snow plough service is provided on a
priority route basis with Happy Valley, Metchosin, William Head, Rocky Point and Kangaroo Roads being top priority. Next are school bus and BC Transit routes, followed by all other roads.
• Equip your vehicles with good winter tires, carry chains. All-season tires lose their pliability and
traction at 7˚ Celsius.
• Avoid parking vehicles on the road or paved shoulders at all times during the winter. Clear snow from
your driveway to allow for parking. Roads with vehicles parked on them may not be ploughed.
• Clear snow to the left side of your driveway (facing in) where it meets the road to minimize the
amount of snow pushed back into your driveway when the ploughs pass.
• If you have an urgent medical appointment or are a medical professional needing to get to work, call
the Emergency Program Coordinator at the Metchosin Fire Hall at 250-478-1307; or after hours,
Langford dispatch at 250-478-9555 and ask for the Metchosin duty officer to be paged.
No Soil Delivery
Property owners are reminded that from November 1 to April 30, soil (soil, sand, gravel, rock) delivery
is restricted in order to lessen the wear and tear on Metchosin roads during the wet, winter months.
Limited amounts of soil deposit may be permitted in some areas, depending on the amount and location
of your property. Contact staff to find out the requirements for soil during these months.
Council Meetings for November 2022
Meetings are held in the Council Chambers at 7:00pm unless otherwise stated. Meetings are subject to
change. For updated information, please call the District office at 250-474-3167 or refer to the website at
www.metchosin.ca. See the District website for Advisory Committee Meetings.
Inaugural Council Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 7
Council Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 14
Finance & Environment Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 14
Planning Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 21
Parks Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 21
Public Works Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 21

   
  
    
 
 
  
   

Editor’s note: This assumes that the new mayor will retain the current committee structure.
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Letters to the
Editor
The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of
not more than 200 words. Your
letter may be edited for style or
length. Please email your letter
to metchosinmuse@gmail.
com (with electronic signature
if possible). An address and
telephone number are required
but will not be published.
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Editor’s
Musings
Johnny Carline

Having spent over 40 years working in local government of one kind or another, municipal politics is in
my blood. So, elections are always a source of fascination for me. The October 15 results will almost be
‘old news’ by the time this issue makes the mailboxes (timing is one of the problems of a monthly
newspaper) but I couldn’t resist ‘musing’ on them
in a separate article in this issue (‘Wind of Change,’
page 4). And I particularly appreciate both mayoralty
candidates agreeing ahead of time to provide articles
to the Muse, after the results were in, knowing that
for one of them it would be a concession speech,
which can never be easy.
Speaking of mailboxes, we received a number of
cries of alarm when the last issue did not appear in
certain mailboxes when it was expected to do so.
From these complaints I was able to figure out that
one box on Liberty had been missed by the Post

Office, which then ‘explained’ that they were short of
staff and were therefore using inexperienced staff. I
provided them with some extra copies and they were
duly delivered to the box on Liberty. But if you don’t
get your Muse delivered, please call us. This might be
the explanation.
On a sadder note, one of our longest serving and
most beloved Muse team members, Joan Bradley, lost
her husband of 65 years, Ron Bradley, this month.
(see page 6). Our deepest condolences go to Joan and
her family.
This issue contains the usual variety of articles,
including welcome news of the return of both ‘Talk
n’ Walk’ (page 5) and ‘Film Night Returns’ (page 13).
As we try to get back to a more normal life, please
remember that COVID is still with us and still
dangerous, so consider wearing a mask to events like
these and, if eligible, get your booster shot at the flu
clinic (see article on page 14).
Thank you for reading the Muse.
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Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere and
enjoy our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!
OPEN: Tuesday–Friday, 10am–8pm
Saturday & Sunday 9am–8pm. Closed Monday.

250-474-2333
Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads

MY-CHOSEN PIZZA
Pickup from 11am, delivery after 4pm
Open Tuesday–Thursday and Sunday, 11am–8pm
Friday & Saturday, 11am–9pm. Closed Monday.

Phone 250-474-5576

Weir Beach Access Closed

250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.

Weir Beach access is well and truly closed, hopefully only temporarily. Allen Jones photo
Allen Jones

Weir Beach, located near the end
of William Head Road, had two
public access points until last
month. The main access is from
Sandgate Road and a lesserknown one at the far end. Both
have limited off-road parking areas and, due to increased use and
need to have access to emergency
vehicles, restricted parking has
been recently signposted.
Following concerns about the
increased difficulty of use due
to years of wear and tear and
the lack of maintenance, local
residents raised concerns leading
to an inspection by Councillor
Little, then Chair of the Parks
Committee, accompanied by
the Chair of Parks and Trails
Advisory Committee, Mark

Atherton. Subsequently, the Parks
and Trails Committee recommended temporary closure of the
south access and referral to staff
for further examination, which
was approved by Council on
October 3.
Historically, the work to form
the access to the south end of
Weir Beach was carried out by the
Knoles and Hueston families. The
work was carried out around the
1980s at no financial cost to the
Council at the time and is now a
statutory right-of-way. It has been
regularly used by dog walkers,
horse riders, canoeists, and people
wanting to enjoy the beach. Now
the only public access is from the
end of Sandgate.
While the users of the beach
are currently few in number,
there could be problems when the

warmer weather returns next year
and the people looking to access
the beach want to find parking
space close to the beach. It may
also be worth noting that the
Weir Beach area is in the danger
zone in the event of a tsunami
and the shortest distance to high
ground from the beach would be
to use the closed beach access.
Council has written to residents adjacent to Weir Beach
inviting them to respond to the
temporary closure during the
period of Council consideration.
Hopefully, this maintenance
problem will be resolved more
swift ly than was the stair access
to Witty’s Beach, where months
went by before that temporary
closure was resolved.

BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year

LIMOUSINES
“... it's how you get there."
Saanich and Cowichan Valley Wine Tours
Brew and Spirits Tours
Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers
Christmas Light Tours and Safe Event Transportation
Gift Certificates • A Perfect Gift!
Introducing our new Audi eTron electric vehicles!

www.lalimo.ca

info@lalimo.ca

250-391-9000
dynamic • independent • connected

It’s the time of year when
bears store up on food to get
them through the winter.
Remember:
• pick ripe and fallen fruit daily
• keep garbage in the house or
shed until pick-up day
• don’t add meat or cooked food
to your compost
• use bird feeders only in the
winter
• clean your BBQ after
each use and store
in a secure area

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
for the 22/23 school year.
Placements available for grades 4-12!
We are committed to academic excellence in a caring learning environment.
www.westmontschool.ca | T: 250.474.2626 | info@westmontschool.ca

www.metchosinmuse.ca
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Election Results
Name
MAYOR
Marie-Térèse Little
Kyara Kahakauwila
COUNCILLOR
Steve Gray
Sharie Epp
Jay Shukin
Shelly Donaldson
Mark Atherton
Eric White
Tamara Ballard
Leslie Zinger

Votes

Elected

% of Vote

1,015
933

Yes
No

51.7%
47.5%

Previous Office

Wind of Change

Served different Johnny Carline
Served different
The October 15 municipal elec1,303
Yes
66.3%
None
tion blew like a hurricane across
1,300
Yes
66.2%
Incumbent
the political landscape of the
1,031
Yes
52.5%
None
Greater Victoria area. Over half
1,018
Yes
51.8%
None
the 13 municipalities will have
891
No
45.4%
None
new mayors. Only two of the
580
No
29.5%
None
six who continue as incumbent
429
No
21.8%
None
mayors won by election, the other
335
No
17.1%
None
four were acclaimed. While being
an incumbent is usually regarded
With data from localelections.ca
as a huge advantage in municipal
elections, because of name recognition if nothing else, four incumbent mayors went down to defeat.
A similar trend could be observed
in Metro Vancouver, where seven
incumbent mayors were defeated,
including those of the two largest
cities, Vancouver and Surrey.
Here on the West Shore, the
biggest shock was the totally
unexpected defeat of long-time
mayor Stewart Young by relatively
Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
unknown Scott Goodmanson. It
was expected that Young might
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 4E2
lose some of his slate of councilLocally owned & operated since 1984
lors. In the end, they all went
down to defeat except Councillor
Lillian Szpak. In Colwood, in• Custom low maintenance landscapes
cumbent mayor Rob Martin was
• Boulder walls and rockeries
utterly trounced by challenger
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
Doug Kobayashi, who received
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
more than double the votes cast
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
for Martin.
A wind of change blew hard
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel
across the region and political
CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES
pundits will ponder what explains
it. There may be different reasons
in different places. Two factors are
worth considering. The first is the
I am happy to announce the opening of my new studio.
great surge of development that
Metchosin Arts & Cultural Centre
appears to be occurring across
4495 Happy Valley Road, Room 1028, Metchosin
the landscape; and the second

 

To mark the opening, there will be an exhibition
of my work in the centre’s POV Gallery
October 1st - November 30, 2022.
Tuesday - Sunday 11am - 4pm
Drop-in studio visits are welcome by chance
or appointment. Please feel free to contact me.
I will regularly have new work on hand.

Greg Dow
SFCA

www.dowwneart.com
greg@dowwneart.com

Gold Medal Winner, Federation of Canadian Artists 2022 Signature Exhhibition, Vancouver

is that, when change appears to
be occurring quickly, people feel
uncomfortable and wish to have
a greater sense of control. The
October 15 results may reflect a
trend, not of opposing development, but of wanting it to slow
down, and to supporting those
who appear to want to reach out
and involve people more in the
political process.
In Metchosin, there was no
incumbent as John Ranns retired.
But Kyara Kahakauwila had been
his trusted deputy for a long
time and was seen by many as
his anointed successor. She had
vastly more experience than her
opponent Marie-Térèse Little
and consistently demonstrated
her ability in running meetings
and committees (only Councillor
MacKinnon came close in this
regard). However, that all counted
for naught as Little came home
the winner by 82 votes. This was
not the defeat of an incumbent,
but the wind had still blown.
Little may have better reflected
the community’s caution on
such issues as the possibility of
unauthorized industrial development on Sooke Road, the threat of
overspill from development across
the border in Langford or even a
proposed patio attached to a craft
brewery. She may have been seen
as reaching out more to help key
communities, such as Metchosin
farmers, the Farmers Market, the
Museum Society, as well as individuals. And her stand against
the excessive use of in-camera
meetings and the brow-beating
she sometimes endured in the

last Council surely worked in her
favour.
In the end, the explanation
may be as simple as Little had a
far better ‘ground game’ (mostly
the door-to-door contact) and
that is often the key to election
victory, particularly where the
margin of victory is relatively
small.
The bottom line is that MarieTérèse Little democratically
earned the right to be Metchosin’s
mayor for the next four years and
deserves the support of Council
and the community in the challenging times to come.
The Council election largely
followed the ‘name recognition’
principle, with prominent resident
Steve Gray topping the poll by
just three votes over incumbent
Sharie Epp. APRM activist Jay
Shukin and long-time resident
and volunteer Shelly Donaldson
make up the balance of Council.
Interestingly, according to the
unofficial results published in
CivicInfo BC all four successful
Council candidates received more
votes than either mayoralty candidate. Turn out in Metchosin was
a tad over 47%, pretty solid for a
municipal election.
The road ahead for the new
Council will not be easy. In particular, the financial challenges
posed by the increase in RCMP
costs, the need to replace the
Firehall administration building,
increasing inflation and the desire
by many residents to see some
improvements in the village core
will require a lot of attention. May
they sail on the wind well.

Learning Group Hosts
KAIROS Blanket Exercise
Lynda Hills
Sunday, November 27, 1:00 to 4:00pm
Metchosin Elementary school gym
4495 Happy Valley Road
Registration is mandatory; limited to 50
Register online by sending $25 (suggested donation;
cost should not be a barrier) by e-transfer to
metchosinlearninggroup@gmail.com
Starts promptly at 1:00pm; plan to attend for the
duration of the exercise. Please wear a mask.

On Sunday, November 27, the Metchosin Learning
Group is offering an opportunity to take part in a
KAIROS Blanket Exercise (KBE). This year marks
the 25th anniversary of the exercise and approximately 160,000 people have participated.
“The KBE is a tool to learn and to build understanding about our shared history between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in Canada,”
says Janet Gray, one of the facilitators.
KAIROS is a Greek word meaning a time of
understanding or ‘Aha’ moment. The exercise is
interactive, and participants are guided by facilitators who narrate and take you through significant
historical moments while you walk on blankets that
represent the land. The exercise takes about one hour
and is followed by a debrief circle that is as significant as the exercise itself.
Facilitators offering the exercise usually work in
teams. Janet participated in her first exercise 23 years
ago and has been facilitating for over 15. She will be
accompanied by several other skilled facilitators.
Started in response to the Royal Commission on
Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP), the blanket exercise
was established by KAIROS, an ecumenical movement of 10 national churches and organizations for
ecological justice and human rights. From 1991 to
1996, RCAP investigated and proposed solutions
to the challenges affecting the relationship between

Aboriginal peoples, the Canadian government and
Canadian society. When RCAP’s final report was
published, KAIROS wanted to make sure findings from the report were visible and kept alive for
Canadians.
“The idea was to take facts from the report and
turn them into an educational experience,” Janet
says. “Almost all the words you hear in the exercise
today were taken from the report with some updated
information added.”
Initially, the exercise took place in church basements and halls. But as time went on, the blanket
exercise grew, especially during and after the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). When the
TRC travelled across Canada (2007–2015), there
were national events that took place in seven cities
around the country. At each three-day event, one of
the days was designated as an educational day. One
of the many offerings on these days was the KAIROS
Blanket Exercise and during those years hundreds of
students and teachers took part in it.
At the conclusion of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and release of its final report and
the 94 Calls to Action, both Indigenous and nonIndigenous peoples in Canada are called towards a
new relationship built upon mutuality and respect.
Learning the truth will help us reflect more honestly
on our shared history.
Janet notes that there are youth and adult versions
of the exercise, an online version, as well as some
regional-specific versions being used across Canada.
The version offered in Metchosin has a British
Columbia focus.
“Every KBE is full of learning and very special
moments. I find that I learn something each time.
The exercise is not just intellectual, it is a place for a
mind to heart connection,” she says. “It’s a real shifting kind of place.”

The Muse endeavours to promote respectful and open dialogue
in the community and aims to interest a broad cross-section of the
residents of Metchosin and Beecher Bay.
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The Return of the
Metchosin Talk & Walks
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Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405
Some foray leaders at the 2017 Metchosin MycoBlitz. Left to right, Adolf Ceska, Bryce Kendrick, Oluna
Ceska, Danny Miller. James Holkko photo
Andy MacKinnon
Talk & Walk: Mini MycoBlitz!
7:00pm, November 4,
Metchosin Council Chambers;
and 9:00am November 5,
Metchosin Municipal Hall

The Metchosin Biodiversity
Project (www.metchosinbiodiver
sity.com) was initiated in 2011,
with three goals:
• to increase our understanding of Metchosin’s species and
ecosystems;
• to share natural history information with interested people
in Metchosin and adjacent
jurisdictions; and
• to use this information and
awareness to protect and
restore Metchosin’s species and
ecosystems.
The Project hosted its first
Metchosin BioBlitz in 2011. The
BioBlitzes were 24-hour surveys
of various taxonomic groups
(e.g., plants, birds, spiders) found
in Metchosin. The BioBlitz was
designed to address our first goal,
“to increase our understanding of
Metchosin’s species and ecosystems.” Experts, accompanied by
members of the public, recorded
850 species of living organisms in
Metchosin in that first Blitz. From
2011-2018, the Project hosted annual BioBlitzes and Biodiversity
Days. To date, we’ve recorded an
extraordinary number of species; our current total, almost
3400, is the second largest total of
any Canadian community (after
Whistler).
Two members of the
Biodiversity Project – Kem Luther
and Andy MacKinnon – have a
particular fondness for fungi. The
first Metchosin BioBlitzes were
held in the spring, since that’s the
best time to survey for wildflowers, butterflies, and a host of other
organisms. But Kem and Andy
realized that, if we intended to
get a good picture of Metchosin’s

fungal diversity, we’d have to
do surveys in the autumn, when
many fungi produce their fruiting bodies (mushrooms). And
so, in 2013, we initiated our first
MycoBlitz, a BioBlitz focused on
fungi. (We suspect that the word
“MycoBlitz” is a made-in-Metchosin neologism!) It was so popular,
and productive – we added about
100 mushroom species to our species totals that year – that we went
on to host MycoBlitzes each year
until 2018.
Beginning in 2006, under the
leadership of the late Moralea
Milne, we began a long-running
series of Talk & Walks. This was
to address our second objective,
“to share natural history information with interested people in
Metchosin and adjacent jurisdictions.” The concept was simple: we
hosted a Friday night talk in the
Metchosin Council Chambers,
where we served tea and cookies,
and followed it with a Saturday
morning Metchosin walk led
by the Friday night speaker. All
events were free, family-friendly,
and fun. Between 2006 and 2020,
there were 102 Talk & Walks,
on topics as diverse as Mosses,
Whales, Burial Cairns, and Night
Skies.
And then came a species we
hadn’t recorded on our lists:
severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2),
the virus that causes COVID-19.
The BioBlitzes stopped, the
MycoBlitzes stopped, and the Talk
& Walks stopped. We were able
to continue accumulating new
species records for Metchosin via
citizen scientists and iNaturalist records, but the Talk & Walks
ceased.
With COVID somewhat
tamed, it’s time to re-launch the
Metchosin Talk & Walk series,
and we’ll begin it with a miniMycoBlitz! We have found more
than 600 species of fungi in
Metchosin, but there are still

species out there that have eluded
our grasp. The event will begin on
Friday, November 4, 7:00pm, at
the Metchosin Council Chambers.
For the safety of all attendees,
including those with compromised immune systems, we ask
everyone to wear a mask. Andy
will be giving a talk on “Magical
Mushrooms.” In this talk, he’ll tell
us how mushrooms are associated with all manner of supernatural creatures. After Andy has
introduced us to the enchanted
realm of fairy rings, elfin saddles,
and witch’s butter, we’ll gather on
Saturday morning, November 5 at
9:00am in front of the Municipal
Hall. Our teams of intrepid
citizen scientists will head off to
all corners of Metchosin, led by
our mushroom experts. We’ll
return around noon to Municipal
Hall, where the experts review
the teams’ finds, wrapping up by
12:30pm.
This year, instead of displaying our finds in the Council
Chambers, the Metchosin
mushrooms will be taken to
the South Vancouver Island
Mushroom Show, which begins
at 10:00am, Sunday, November 6,
at St Luke’s Church, 3821 Cedar
Hill Cross Road. Metchosinites
are invited to attend the show
(more info at svims.club) and see
our local mushrooms labeled and
displayed.
Friday night and Saturday
morning are both free, family fun
events, suitable for all ages. For
more information on Metchosin’s
2022 MycoBlitz, please see our
website www.metchosinbiodiver
sity.com. If you’d like to be added
to the Talk & Walk e-mailing list,
you can sign up at http://tandw.
metchosinbiodiversity.com/sub
scribe. (If you have received an
email about the MycoBlitz, you
are already on the mailing list.)
And, please, pray for rain!

Change of Dates for Rough Voice
Dale Morrison

The Metchosin Rough Voice singers would love
to have you join us at our next session. We have
changed our dates: we will be meeting the third
Sunday of the month from 2:00 to 4:00 at St.

Mary’s Metchosin Church. This makes it much
easier to drive home and also allows people a
chance to go to the market and then pop over for
our singalong.
The new dates are: November 20, December 18,
January 15, February 19, and March 19.



    

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044
Open: MON–FRI
9:00am – 5:00pm

Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

since 1980
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In Loving Memory of

RONALD BR ADLEY
October 5, 1925 to October 8, 2022

A life well lived
Christopher Bradley

My father, Ron Bradley, peacefully passed away on
October 8, aged 97. He was born to William and Emma
Bradley on October 5, 1925 in Bolton, England. Shortly
after, the family moved to Winnipeg, where he grew up.
His brother Fred, four years older than Ron, joined
the war effort in 1940, signing up with the Canadian Air
Force. He became a pilot and an observer on a bomber
and, in 1941, he left on a mission to Germany and sadly
never returned.
Ron joined the Navy in 1943 and became a Stoker
First Class on a mine sweeper. He held this position until
the end of World War II and stayed on for a few more
months sweeping for left-over mines before leaving the
Navy and joining the Winnipeg fire department.
His father died in 1948, at the age of 59, leaving
Ron, still a relatively young man, needing to care for
his mother. Feeling there was more in this world than
waiting for a fire, Ron tried his hand at other jobs,
mostly sales. One was selling freezers to farmers in
Saskatchewan in winter! That made for some good stories, which he loved to tell!
In 1955, he met my mother while attending a mutual
friend’s funeral, and, he said, he fell instantly in love.
This love lasted to the end of his life. In 1957, they left the
cold and snow of Manitoba in his 1954 MGA and drove
to Victoria to make a new life and home. He married
Joan later that year.

Both Ron and Joan started working at the Royal
Jubilee Hospital, my mother as a dietician and my father
in the purchasing department.
1960, they bought a nice little waterfront property in
Metchosin, where they built their dream home and Ron
could pursue his love of gardening.
In 1962, my mother gave birth to my sister Julia and,
in 1966, to me, Christopher.
During the 60s both my parents made many life-long
friends who doubtless still have fond memories of them.
My father ran a scout troop at this time.
He loved boating and fishing, and he and my mother
had numerous camping-type vehicles. After retiring
at the age of 60 they drove across Canada, travelled to
Mexico and to Hawaii several times, creating many
more memories.
I had the privilege of taking my father to Dominican
Republic when he was 83, one of the most enjoyable
holidays I have ever had. The only part of the trip that
I found unpleasant was that I had forgotten my father
snored like someone cutting wood with a chain saw!
Ronald spent numerous years volunteering for the
Victoria Maritime Museum; he also became President
of Metchosin School Museum Society. In his later years
he took up the art of stain glass, making many beautiful
and interesting window hangings, figurines and lampshades. When I asked him did he have any regrets, he
always told me he had absolutely no regrets of any sort.

Ronald Bradley

My father was lucky enough to be able to stay in his
house of 61 years until shortly before moving to the
Veterans Memorial Lodge at Broadmead for his last few
months. We so appreciate the care and attention they
provided to him in the Olympic View Wing.
Just before he died, he told me again that he fell in
love with my mother instantly upon meeting her. They
would have celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary
this November 11, 2022!
Passing away shortly after his 97th birthday, he will
be sorely missed by his immediate family. His wife Joan;
my sister Julia; his two grandchildren Janine and her
husband Dalton, and Sager and his partner Courtney;
myself Chris and my partner Rosa; along with many
friends and loved ones.

Timetable for Metchosin
Remembrance Day
Shelly Donaldson

Made-In-Metchosin

Mince Pies
Enjoy a locally created Christmas dessert.
Fill your kitchen with the delicious smell of baked
mince pies to impress your Dinner Guests
or to give as a Holiday Hostess Gift.
The pastry is created by the generous folks
at the Royal Bay Bakery in Colwood.
The light and spicy mince is enhanced using
tart, local Metchosin apples.

For those planning to attend this year’s Remembrance Day ceremonies on November 11, the following is the proposed schedule for that event.
• Interested patrons gather for the march behind
the Metchosin Fire Hall (parking in Farmers
Market, Municipal Hall parking area or in front
of MES Grandstands).
• Marchers assemble at 10:30am in order,
as directed by the parade marshal.
• March starts at 10:50am – led by pipers to the
cenotaph.
• Arrival – Children assemble closest to the cenotaph, taller people at the back of the crowd – this
allows for everyone to participate/witness the

Pies are sold frozen and unbaked,
8” pies @ $15 each.
Only a limited number of pies are made each year.
Place your order with MCH at 250-478-5155.
Pick up pre-orders at the Community House
parking lot, 4430 Happy Valley Road,
Saturday, November 26, 10am–2pm,
or by arrangement when ordering.
Baking instructions included.
Pop several pies into your freezer –
or oven – if you can’t wait !
Please forward this gift-giving idea on to family and
friends. Gift locally, it helps our community.
This is a Metchosin Community Association fundraiser.

–

service as wreaths are laid, flag is lowered (Scout
youth), recitations shared.
• Ceremony – Tom Henry to emcee with itinerary,
beginning at 10:55am.
• Departure – allow pipers to exit onto road, then
depart following the same formation of parade as
it arrived – give lots of space to allow a safe departure back to MVFD.
• Refreshments – sponsored by District of
Metchosin – served by 14th Juan de Fuca Scout
Group.
Please note: Road closures – Happy Valley Road at
Rocky Point Road to Happy Valley Road/William
Head Road intersection to Wooton Road – from
10:45am to 11:45pm. If you have any inquiries, please
contact Shelly Donaldson at 250-580-4039.
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In Loving Memory of

SYLVIA JOY HUGHES
November 23, 1932 to July 13, 2022

Sylvia Joy Hughes
Zoë Donato and Susan Hughes


    
    

    
 
   
 
  
   
 
   
  
 
  
 
     
  
 
   
      
   
 

    
     
  
 
 
     
  
  
 
  
   
  
   
 

  
   
   
  
  


   
 
   
    
 
  
 
 
   
         
  
 

   
 
  
 

   

 
   
 
  
   
   
     
 
 
 
   
 
   
     
 
 
      
  


   
   
     
   
   
   
   
    
      
  
  

250 474 7993

DO YOUR SHOES FIT

PROPERLY?

ospreytrees@shaw.ca

Osprey Tree Service is a team of qualiﬁed arborists and
forestry professionals who have been working in BC forests
for over 35 years. Our collective knowledge and extensive
resources mean that there is no job too big or too challenging
for us to take on!

SERVICES INCLUDE
REMOVAL
PRUNING
CHIPPING
HEDGE MAINTENANCE
QUALIFIED TREE RISK ASSESSMENTS (TRAQ)
B.C. FIRESMART HOME ASSESSMENTS
WILDLIFE TREE ASSESSMENTS
DANGER TREE ASSESSMENTS

ISA, ITA & TRAQ
Certiﬁed Arborist

123-755 Goldstream Rd.

Stop by for a FREE shoe fitting with a Fit Expert at
Frontrunners Langford in Goldstream Village.

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY

www.frontrunners.ca

Please Note:

All events shown in the Muse this month are subject to change or cancellation due to
COVID regulations or precautions. Readers are advised to check prior to attendance.
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A Final Send-Off and P
The last meeting of the 2018–2022 Council celebrated the
retirement of Mayor Ranns, Councillor MacKinnon and
Chief Administrative Officer Lisa Urlacher. Metchosin’s
prolific poet, Bev Bacon penned the poems on page 9 as
part of that celebration. Photos by Barb Sawatsky.

Councillor Andy MacKinnon,
arrives for his last meeting,
looking content though perhaps
wondering where his wife is.

Mayor John Ranns arrives with his wife, Cheryl, to preside
over his final Council meeting, looking very happy about
that.

The mystery of the whereabouts of Mrs.
MacKinnon is solved. To Andy’s complete
surprise, Mairi is leading the pipers!

The Honour Guard of Firefighters assembles, along with RCMP Superintendent
Preston (in red serge).
Firefighters Nick Wells (left) and Jacob Lamb (right) rehearse. Jacob looks
suitably apprehensive about the fearsome looking ceremonial axes.

9

Poems for the Retirees
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John’s Poem

Andy’s Poem

Lisa’s Poem

Champion of small is better,
John has resisted urbanization.
This quiet rural space we have
has been saved on many occasion.

Someone else will take his chair.
No one can take his place.
Andy made the decision
not to run in the race.

Lisa has done her service,
30 years I’m told.
She still looks vibrant and youthful.
She can’t be that old!

We know how we like it:
No sidewalks and no sewer.
It all changes at our border.
Make big lots and make them fewer.

He is not stepping down I say.
He’s just stepping away.
There’s lots more good for him to do
that will easily fill each day.

Council has relied on Lisa
for how business is done.
She’s been the arbiter for process
and how meetings should be run.

Thanks for years of service, John.
Now someone else will take a turn.
To maintain our good finances
they will have a lot to learn.

Every issue brought to council
got Andy’s careful consideration.
He has helped Metchosin move forward
on environmental conservation.

Our District office is busy.
We keep our staffing lean.
Lisa’s leadership has helped
to have staff operate as a team.

I know this may sound trite.
It has become a cliché.
When it comes to your good-bye, John,
you can say, “I did it my way.”

Andy is still a young man.
His career is one to watch.
Let’s raise our glass to Andy.
This occasion calls for Scotch.

We wish Lisa success
In her next endeavours.
Hopefully time on Metchosin staff
has made memories she will treasure.

Chief Russ Chipps presented Mayor Ranns with a traditional
blanket as tribute to his friendship and service. CAO Lisa
Urlacher (centre), also retiring, received her Local Government
Municipal Association 30-year service pin from Mayor Ranns.

Councillor MacKinnon is presented
with a traditional blanket by Tracy
Othman from Beecher Bay for his
friendship and service.

The Council chambers were packed
with Ranns and MacKinnon family
members, leaders from the Sc’ianew
First Nation, the Firefighter Honour
Guard and many Metchosin resident
well-wishers.
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The More Art the Better at Metchosin ArtPod
Elaine Hughes

Normally the motto at ArtPod is
‘less is more’ but this is not the
case for November and December.
The artwork of two new members
plus our seasonal fine art and
craft sale will greatly expand the
art on offer. (See ad, this page, for
dates and details.)
The current show, Ekphrasis:
Art Across Forms, continues
in the gallery Friday through
Sunday, 11:00am to 4:00pm, until
November 20. The third annual
Mighty Fine Art & Crafts Show
will be from Friday, November
25 to December 24, featuring art
from eleven southern Vancouver
Island guest artists and our
own collective members offering affordable fine art and crafts.
Included will be a wide selection of ceramics, weaving, wood
turning, jewellery and mixed
media art mostly priced at $100
or less. Opening dates are Friday
through Sunday from November
25 through December 18, with
additional opening times on
December 21 through 24.
We have a new date for the
previously announced workshop
on Writing the Ekphrastic Poem.
This workshop will be held in
the gallery and will be taught by
Yvonne Blomer, https://www.
yvonneblomer.com. Yvonne is an
award-winning writer and past
poet laureate and, drawing upon
the art that is on exhibit in the

current show, she will be doing a
workshop on ekphrastic poetry
(i.e., poetry that describes works
of visual art). The workshop is
planned for Saturday, November 5
from 9:00 to 11:00am. Further
details and registration links using Eventbrite are available on our
website and Facebook page.
Warmly welcomed in
November will be a new member
of the Collective, Irene Ives. Irene
has been engaged in ceramics and
visual arts for over 40 years and
works full time from her home
studio. She is a member of the
South Island Potters Guild and
a founding member of the Shore
to Shore Pottery Studio Tour
Committee.
We also welcome a second
new member, Kim Money. Kim
describes her work as intuitive
abstract art using acrylic, ink,
collage, and other mark making
media. She has shown and sold
work at the Sooke Fine Arts Show
and many other local venues. Kim
is also a member of the Federation
of Canadian Artists and regularly
shows at their Granville Island
Gallery and in the FCA Victoria
chapter shows.
After our winter closure
(December 25, 2022 through
January 29, 2023), we are looking
forward to our next two juried
shows, both of which are Open
Calls. First up from February 3 to
March 26, 2023 will be Iterations:
Art in a Series. We are looking for
works in series of more than two.

A view of the current show at Metchosin ArtPod. Elaine Hughes photo

Each series will be cohesive, unified, and coherent. Each piece will
be strong enough to stand on its
own but, taken together, the series
will elevate the viewer’s experience. The deadline for submission
will be January 14, 2023.
From March 31 to May 28,
2023, it will be time for The Great
Forgery Show! For this show we
invite people to paint in the style
of a famous artist to produce
the most convincing forgery
you can. Using your own reference material and subject matter you will create a previously

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE

“undiscovered” masterpiece
of extraordinary value! Note:
we are not looking for copies
of existing work but “art in the
style of” a famous historical or
contemporary master. So, create
the never-before-seen Cezanne,
the newly discovered Matisse, the
Basquiat you bought at a garage
sale, the Rothko you found in
your granny’s attic. Have fun and
bring your best fake. Submissions
will close March 10, 2023.
Please note we will be doing
both calls using the free ArtCall
website and we think we have all

the bugs worked out! Look on our
website, Facebook and Instagram
for details as to when these calls
will be open for submission.
The Tuesday life drawing dropin is going well. Organized by
ArtPod member Janet Moore, it is
held upstairs in the MACC’s DIY
Studio space, from 10:00am to
1:00pm ($10 per session). As well
the free online portrait group is
expanding with artists from midisland joining in. If you are interested in either of these activities,
check our website or Facebook for
additional details.

Metchosin ArtPod Presents:

“Sustaining arts and contemporary culture where most of us experience it.”

Featured Call Out: “Deﬁning Rural”
MACCA is planning an exhibition of images and artworks that reﬂect the real
nature and culture of Metchosin. This will be a show that represents a personal
vision of what rural means.
Exhibition dates: January 18–March 17, 2023
For information contact Art Brendon: ab@islandnet.com
or infor@metchosinartcentre.com

Third Annual

Affordable. Hand-made.

Mighty Fine Art & Crafts
Show and Sale

Nov 25 to Dec 24
Fridays – Sundays 11-4

Point of View (POV) Curated Show:
Main Hallway Gallery: magic realism of Greg Dow’s beautiful and unique paintings.
View Fridays to Sundays 11:00am to 4:00pm plus whenever the Art Centre doors
are open.
Attention young artists ages One through Twelve:
MACCA has set aside an area to show off your creations. This month’s display
includes works by Aledia Van de Water, age 2, painted while listening to Bach.
Parents are invited to submit art work to the MACCA Ofﬁce
(include contact information). Our curator will frame the art and
display the art in the POV hallway gallery.

Shaping Spirit Studio
Room #1034:
etsy.com/shapingspirit.
Shiloh Music
Room #1033:
shilohmusicstudio.com
Do It Yourself (DIY)
Community Art Studio
Room #2001:
metchosinartcentre.ca
MACCA Office
Room #1036:
info@metchosinart
centre.ca

Point Of View
(POV@MACC)
exhibition spaces
MACCA coordinator
Art Brendon
ab@islandnet.com
Greg Dow Studio
Room #1028:
greg@gregdow.ca
Edison College Canada
Faculty of Fine Arts
Room #1030:
spati@edisoncollege.ca

Huber Studio –
The Written Word
and Functional Art
Room #2007:
charlahuber.com
Metchosin ArtPod
Room #1031:
metchosinartpod.ca
Metchosin Seniors
Resource Centre (SRC)
Room #1047:
metchosinseniors.ca

Follow us on Facebook today @MetchosinArts

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE

4495 Happy Valley Road – info@metchosinartcentre.ca
metchosinartcentre.ca

EKPHRASIS
Art Inspired by Other Art Forms

Show runs Sept 30 to Nov 20 ••• Fri–Sun 11–4

4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

Hours: FRI–SUN 11 am–4 pm
#MetchosinArtPod

Please
Note:

All photos submitted to the Muse should be
in jpg or tif format only. Please do not send
photos in word processing documents.
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Satinflower Nurseries – Pure Magic

Kristen and James, trained biologists and nursery owners.
James and Kristen Miskelly photo

Satinflower Nurseries. James and Kristen Miskelly photo
Marie-Térèse Little

Pure magic and endless potential are what came to mind
when I visited Kristen and James
Miskelly at their new homebased business called Satinflower
Nurseries on Metchosin
Road, close to the village core.
Satinflower Nurseries started as
Saanich Native Plants in 2013 at
Haliburton Community Organic
Farm. The new, coveted location in Metchosin will be their
second permanent flagship. The
Metchosin nursery site is admittedly a work-in-progress but there
is a tangible “zen” feeling upon
entering the property. One simply
breathes deeper there and you
immediately get the idea that this
is a positive place where you want
to be – to walk amongst the native
species nestled amongst the Garry
oaks, to touch, smell and imagine
while looking west to Blinkhorn
Mountain. Nonetheless, I wondered what inspired this talented and knowledgeable duo to

purchase property in Metchosin
during the pandemic.
The motto of Satinflower
is “inspiring and empowering
people to connect with nature
through native plants.” Their
volunteer restoration work, advice
and donations (from Katy Nelson
and others) at Moralea’s Meadow
on the District of Metchosin
Municipal property is testament
to their commitment to biodiverse restoration and community
building. What they promise in
their business is exactly what
you get: native seeds and plants
to purchase, annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs and ferns. One
can ask any question regarding
what kind of native species is
deer resistant, pollinator-friendly,
habitat-specific, climate, soil
and water-condition particular
and request the information to
keep that specific plant alive! No
question is silly and the advice
is rock-solid and free flowing.
“How do I turn my brown grassy
area into a meadow?”, I said and
Kristen replied as if my question

was the most original idea in the
world. Her enthusiasm knows
no boundaries and her quickly
accessed knowledge bank is only
matched by her goodness and
exuberance. I wanted to bring my
pajamas, teapot, and tent and stay
for the weekend!
Clearly, Kristen and James are
in their element. Both are trained
biologists with a passion for nature and education. Their wisdom
spreads beyond their collective
chronological age. I was requested
to visit their Saanich location
because Kristen wasn’t sure if my
imagination would capture the
pure potential and the breadth
of diversity in their plans for the
Metchosin site.
I visited Haliburton
Community Organic Farm on a
regenerative farm tour organized
by Alison Leduc, a Metchosin
environmentalist and passionate
supporter of all things relating
to agriculture in Metchosin. It
was how I might have imagined a
magical space but multiplied by a
thousand. The farm in Saanich is

an enchanted collection of young,
educated agrarians on leased
active farmland, wetlands, and
orchard. Seeing is truly believing
at this fairytale-like biodiverserich maze of farm plots. Kristen
and James were once volunteer
coordinators with the Haliburton
biodiversity project and six
years later the front lawn of the
Saanich Haliburton farmhouse
was exploding with native plants
all lined up like tin soldiers. I
couldn’t help imagining, with
a deep sigh, the Metchosin site
six years on. Glorious, I am
confident.
The expertise, plants, shrubs,
trees, staff and bees will gradually be exported to the Metchosin
location. I spoke to Michelle, an
employee, who gushed with praise
when asked about the leadership
that is creating something beautiful in both Saanich and now
Metchosin. Michelle can’t wait to
work permanently in Metchosin,

“the good life”, she said. Change
and the opportunity to build a
dream takes time, energy and
hard work. When spring approaches in February, I will be
first in line to buy some Woolly
Sunflower, Nodding Onion, and
Red-flowering Currant to build a
hedge row on the property, one of
the most biodiverse and carbon
sinking projects one can add to a
farm.
Soon the sun was setting over
Blinkhorn and I was hesitating
because this is a place one does
not want to leave. “You can come
back”, Kristen reassured me.
“Next time our number one volunteer, Katy Nelson, will be here
to escort you around the nursery.”
With that promise, I reluctantly
agreed to go home.
Contact information:
Satinflower Nurseries
www.Satinflower.ca
778-679-3459

‘Chosin Pottery

4283 Metchosin Rd.
250-474-2676
Please call to arrange a time to visit.

Shop locally.
Beautiful
Pottery for
all
Occasions.

www.chosinpottery.ca
ww

Hedging &
Special Orders
OPEN 8:30 am to 4:00 pm Tues to Sat
Closed Sundays, Mondays and most Statutory Holidays
3459 Luxton Road, Langford
250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca

Katy Nelson, Metchosin volunteer extraordinaire, at work in the fields.
James and Kristen Miskelly photo


For information on local events, please see
Important Dates & Events, p. 15.
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Slow Down
for Owls as
Daylight Hours
Dwindle
Erin Ryan, BC SPCA’s Wild ARC

The change to cooler weather
heading into autumn typically
signals an increase of owl and
other raptor patients at Wild
ARC. The higher number of these
night-time hunters needing care
showcases how dangerous this
time of year can be for nocturnal wildlife. This is a very risky
time for owls, who like to hunt in
low light. Wild ARC has seen an
increase in owl patients, and more
are sure to come as the daylight
hours continue to dwindle.

As the days get shorter and
people commute to and from
work in the dark, nocturnal
animals such as owls are also active at these times, hunting near
roadsides for small rodents like
mice and shrews. As a result, they
are at higher risk from vehicle
collisions during this time of
year, and we encourage those on
the road to exercise extra caution
when driving.
It’s an effect that Wild ARC
continues to see year after year.
This year, Wild ARC has admitted
many raptors including a Great
Horned owl, Barred owl, Cooper’s

CRD Walks in Metchosin
and East Sooke
Come out to enjoy some CRD Walks this fall!
November 2022
Exploring Indigenous Perspectives • Self-guided Walk • All ages •
Nov 26, 1:30pm-3:00pm
• Metchosin, Witty’s Lagoon Regional Park

To preregister for these walks please visit:
https://crdregionalparks.perfectmind.com
Subject to change; check www.crd.bc.ca/about/events

Proud
to serve
Esquimalt–
Saanich–
Sooke

Northern Pygmy owl holding on
to branch. Wild ARC staff photo

hawk, and Northern Pygmy owl.
More than half of large raptors
are admitted with eye trauma –
a likely sign of a collision with a
vehicle, or even a window.
Recently, this Great Horned
owl was found near Sooke on the
highway at dusk. It’s very likely
the owl was struck by a car while
foraging for food. Thankfully, the
owl was found by none other than
a Wild ARC volunteer who knew
exactly what to do. Although
scared and confused, the owl was
still alert and feisty when they
arrived – a good sign to a wildlife
rehabilitator.
After an initial exam, our rehabilitation team found it had a broken bone in its wing and trauma
to its eyes. Thankfully, it seemed
likely that the owl could recover
from its injuries. Our rehabilitation team is closely monitoring
the healing process, checking the
fracture and monitoring its vision. Next, the owl will be moved
to Wild ARC’s large flight pen,
where it can practice flying again
and regain its strength before
returning home to the wild.
You can help animals like this
Great Horned owl by using extra

Great Horned owl on perch in crate. Wild ARC staff photo

caution when driving at dawn or
dusk and not littering. Scraps of
food on the side of the road can
draw out rodents, which in turn
draw out birds hunting them for
food. Animals can easily become
habituated to learn that roadways
are food sources, further increasing the risk of collision. To prevent injuries to wild animals and
help keep roads safe, make sure
that all trash, recyclables, and
compost are disposed of properly.
Help prevent collisions with
wildlife:
• Pay attention to wildlife warning signs as these indicate
wildlife collision hot spots;
• Stay within the recommended
speed limit and reduce your
speed in areas of limited
visibility;

• Be vigilant and scan the road
shoulders for animals, particularly at dawn and dusk;
• Keep an eye out for shining
eyes on the side of the road,
highlighted by your headlights;
• Watch for flashing brake lights
on the car ahead, possibly
indicating wildlife on the road;
and
• Do not honk or flash your
lights at wildlife – this will
only startle them or potentially
cause them to panic and bolt
into further danger
If you collide with an animal, or find an injured animal,
call Wild ARC for advice at
1-855-622-7722.

Sea Lion Visits Pearson College

Randall Garrison, MP
#2–50 Burnside Road West, Victoria, BC V9A 1B5
250-405-6550
Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca
www.RandallGarrison.ndp.ca

RG-MetchMuse-standingad-2112.indd 1

Working
for our
community

2021-12-17 2:28 PM

Hon. Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

An unexpected visitor took advantage of a sunny fall day to rest up on Pearson College UWC docks.
Pearson President Craig Davis (centre on the dock) and Marine Sciences teacher Laura Verhegge (right
on the dock) view at a prudent distance. According to Verhegge, the California sea lion is an older
male who has been sighted recently in Pedder Bay near the college. She advised the Marine Mammal
Response Network so that they can monitor this unusual visitor’s status. California sea lions are
common visitors to Race Rocks Ecological Reserve but rarely appear on the school docks.
Brian Geary photo
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Putting the Community Back
into Our Community Groups!
Laura St-Jean, 14th Juan de Fuca
Scouting Group Commissioner

With Thanksgiving just behind
us, I want to take the opportunity
to say “thank you” to the citizens
of Metchosin for the kindness and
support that you’ve shown to your
local 14th Juan de Fuca Scouting
Group. These last few years have
been a strange and isolating time
for so many, and our youth lost
so many opportunities to interact with others, to work together
towards a common goal, and to
feel the sense of belonging that
comes with being part of an
inclusive and cohesive Scouting
unit. Though Scouting carried
on throughout the pandemic, it
looked very different than it did
prior to 2020. The traditional
activities that we had relied on in
the past to help our neighbours,
serve our community, and learn
civic pride and responsibility were
sorely missed.

We have been so encouraged
by how this Scouting year has
started out. Our first highlight of
the year was being invited to the
Metchosin Makers’ Market, where
we were able to offer a fundraising concession sale, activities for
children, and, one of our Scouts
sold his art as part of an individual project in support of the
Victoria Humane Society. The
fulfi llment and joy were evident
on his face when he was able to
hand his donation over, and meet
some of the animals this money
would be helping. Next, our
Scout troop took part in another
concession fundraiser at the
Victoria Motorcyle Club Annual
Hill Climb. The Scouts worked
hard and raised funds towards a
week-long camp (Jamboree) that
they hope to attend in 2024.
Our most recent group activity
was Apple Day. You may have
seen our smiling youth, handing
out apples in front of My-Chosen

Café and the Metchosin Country
Store, as a show of appreciation
to their community. Donations
received were split between our
group and our regional Scout
Camp at Camp Barnard in Sooke.
Activities like these help
to give these youth a sense of
ownership, build experience and
connections, and show them
that even though they might be
small, they can help to make a
difference! I think that the most
inspiring part of being involved
in Scouting is being able to guide
these youth as they learn that
there are problems in the world
they can solve, to help them learn
the value of empathy, and to build
leadership and accountability,
with the result of youth who
grow into optimistic and confident adults. The reciprocity of
our youth benefitting from these
experiences, and our community
and society as a whole benefitting

METCHOSIN COMMUNITY HOUSE

HOUSE HAPPENINGS

ONGOING
PROGR AMMING
Mondays
Vancouver Island Health
Authority Adult Day
Program – 9:00am–3:30pm.
Contact Mobile program
coordinator Ken Hillicke at
250-213-2440.
Knitting Café. The evening
group will meet 7:00–9:00pm
on the first and third Mondays
monthly. For more info on the
evening group, call Heather at
250-478-6590. Knitters of all
levels are welcome.
Tuesdays
Drop-In Painters Art Group.
This friendly and supportive
group of artists and hobbyists meets Tuesday mornings 9:30am–12:30pm at the
MCHouse. Everyone is welcome.
If you would like to join the
group, please contact Arlene at
250-391-7905.
Knitting Café. The afternoon
group will meet on the second
and fourth Tuesdays monthly
1:00–3:00pm. For more information on the afternoon group,
call Nance at 250-478-7708 after
11:00am. Knitters of all levels
are welcome.
Wednesdays
Vancouver Island Health
Authority Adult Day Program.
9:00am–3:30pm (see Monday for
details).
Thursdays
Weights and Measures. 8:30–
10:00am weekly. Weights and
Measures is a new Metchosin
weight loss and healthy lifestyle
support group for anyone in the
community. All Community
House COVID safety protocols observed. Contact Nan at
250-478-7688.

Creative Rug Hooking –
The first and third Thursdays
monthly, 10:30am–1:30pm,
led by Sheila Stewart, certified Instructor of Traditional
Rug Hooking. Free instruction for beginners and kit
available for $25.00. Please
contact Sheila (250-595-6406),
email blueheronstudio@telus.
net) to discuss supplies needed.
Experienced rug hookers are
invited to bring their own
projects. Bring a bag lunch, tea
and coffee available. No fees but
donation jar to cover refreshment costs.
Fridays
Parents and Tots Program –
9:30–11:30am. Calling all
Metchosin tots! The Parents and
Tots Drop-In Program invites
moms, dads, caregivers, and
their young children to join us
Friday mornings for our community program. Children will
have access to toys, books and
craft opportunities. Parents will
enjoy our relaxed and supportive environment as well as
access to parent resource library
and opportunities to connect
with other parents and children.
We look forward to seeing you
and your little ones. Not at the
House on November 11 or 25.
Ukulele Gathering – 5:00–
6:30pm, third Friday of each
month. Tell all your ukuleleplaying students, friends, and
relatives! Open to community
members of all ages and levels
of talent. If you would like to
join the group please contact
Margaretha at memetopia@
shaw.ca. Bring: a ukulele, capo,
tuner, music stand, and a few
songs you are willing to share/
lead/teach others with appropriate songsheets for others, if not
from songbook below. Suggested
songbook: Jumpin’ Jim’s Daily
Ukulele (as a base resource to
work from) if you have it.

EVENTS
Mince Pie Fundraiser: Please
support the MCA with your
purchase of Made-In-Metchosin
Mince Pies! Pre-order your
delicious eight-inch mince-apple
pies @ $15 each by phone at 250478-5155 or email mcahouse@
telus.net by November 10 (payment options include e-transfer).
Pies are sold frozen and unbaked; baking instructions
included. Pick up pre-orders at
the Community House parking lot Saturday November 26,
10:00am–2:00pm, or by arrangement when ordering. A
Christmas favourite! The MCA
wish to acknowledge the generosity of Royal Bay Bakery in
Colwood for creating the pastry,
and local Metchosinites for donating the fresh, tart apples that
enhance the spicy mince!
Film Night Returns! The Bison
Return (44:20 great minutes),
Friday November 25, 7pm. The
documentary is beautifully
fi lmed with a natural progression of history to the hairraising transportation of buffalo
over a 25-kilometre mountain
range to their new home.
Art on the Walls: November –
Three members of the Drop
In Art Group, Linda Kirstein,
Anne Ward, and Arlene Welch
have put pictures on the wall
for the month of November.
You may visit with the artists
any Tuesday from 9:30am to
12:30pm. The works are hanging on the Community House
walls for all to come and enjoy.
Viewing times: Monday to
Wednesday 9:00am–1:00pm.
The Art on the Walls program offers the House as a
wonderful venue for artists to
show and display their works.
For more information, please
call 250-478-5155.

Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley Road Info: 250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net | metchosincommunityhouse.com

Two young Beaver Scouts gain the attention of passers-by on Scouts
Canada’s Apple Day outside My-Chosen Café. Deanna Martin photo

from their actions is a remarkable
thing to be part of.
If you would like to help us
keep putting community at the
heart of our group, we would
love to hear from you. We are
particularly interested in community groups that could use
our help and new community
experiences that we could explore.
We are always accepting new

youth and adult leader members, from age 5 to 105. If you or
someone you know is interested
in getting involved in Scouting,
please email group leadership at
14thjdf@scouts.ca or check out
ScoutsCanada.ca and search out
14th Juan de Fuca Scouting.
Thank you Metchosin! See you
out there soon!

Film Night Returns!

Ric Perron
Film Night: Bison Return
44:20 great minutes
Metchosin Community House
Friday November 25, 7pm

“For the first time in 140 years
wild bison return to Banff
National Park,” says Dominique
Keller, who wrote and directed
Bison Return, with the help
of Parks Canada, the Alberta
Government, and the CBC. The
documentary is beautifully fi lmed
with a natural progression of history to the hair-raising transportation of buffalo over a 25-kilometre mountain range to their new
home. Input from First Nation
members and Environment
Canada scientists helped to locate
a permanent home for the herd,
safe from disease.
A Cree Nation dancer says,
“The return of the Buffalo competes with humans for agricultural space.” We have traded bison
for cows, bison for corn, bison
for cities. But now with money,

thought, energy, and co-operation, the herd has increased from
near extinction.
Facts: 1500’s – 30-60 million;
1910 – 1000; 2020 – half a million.
Buffalos are the largest land
animals of North America, larger
than horses or grizzlies. They are
not listed in the Wildlife Act so
there is no protection for them.
“They aren’t wildlife and they’re
not domestic. They are not really
anything,” says a conservation
officer in Banff National Park.
“There’s nothing to stop you from
shooting them. Yet the deer [those
stomachs on hoofs] are protected
by the Wildlife Act.”
If anyone remembers, in 1999
a Happy Valley ranch (at Glen
Forest) had several buffalos in
their fenced paddock. I asked why
did they have these beautiful creatures? “We are rodeo riders and
we use them for demonstrations.”
Bison Return was screened in
many venues and is a good digest.
So is the popcorn.
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Metchosin’s Flu and COVID
Clinic on November 7 and 8
Deirdre Chettleburgh

Soon Metchosin residents may roll up
their sleeves to receive their annual flu
shot and the COVID bivalent vaccine
right here in our community. The Clinic
will be held on Monday and Tuesday,
November 7 and 8, from 11:00am to
7:00pm in the old Elementary School
It really doesn’t hurt and it could save you and others from a lot of
Gym, 4495 Happy Valley Road. You will
health problems. Just do it! MSA photo
be registered onsite. No appointment is
necessary. You may find the following
information helpful:
• Please bring your BC Services Card/
Supporting
Personal Health Number.
Environmental
• You will no longer need to complete
Stewardship
a paper consent form. Your consent
and Education
is implied when you arrive and you
in our
are registered onsite by one of our
Community
volunteers.
• Please park in the lot adjacent to the
visit us at:
Metchosin School Museum. Parking
Registered charity
metchosinfoundation.ca
for those with mobility issues will be
available adjacent to the ramped entrance on the west side of the school
building.
• Please enter the Clinic through the
gym doors on the west side of the
school. Those with mobility challenges may enter at the ramped
entrance.

• Please do not come to the Clinic if
you are feeling unwell.
• To protect yourself and others, please
wear a mask.
• If you need a ride to the Clinic, please
call the Seniors’ Resource Centre,
250-478-5150.
• The flu vaccine will be administered
to those two years of age and older.
• The COVID bivalent vaccine is for
those 18 years of age and older. Please
note that there will be a limited supply of the COVID bivalent vaccines
available. The Clinic is primarily a
Flu Clinic.
• It is recommended that people allow three months between COVID
boosters.
The Clinic is made possible through a
collaboration of Chief Stephanie Dunlop,
Metchosin Fire Department; Pharmacist
Mohamed Zeid, Sooke Pharmasave;
Jeanette McMillan, Immunize Now;
the Metchosin Seniors’ Association;
and many volunteers. If you have any
questions about vaccines, please contact
your health care provider, your local
pharmacy or West Shore Community
Health, 250-519-3490. For questions
about the Clinic, please call the Seniors’
Resource Centre, 250-478-5150.

Seniors’ Resource Centre
M E T C H O S I N

Laurie Sthamann, SRC Manager

The Seniors’ Resource Centre is operated by the Metchosin Seniors’ Association.
It is dedicated to helping seniors and their families with support, resources, and
services. Our mandate is to support an age-friendly community. The Centre is
open Tuesday through Friday from 12:00-4:00pm.
METCHOSIN’S FLU AND COVID CLINIC
There will be a Flu and COVID Clinic on Monday and Tuesday, November 7
and 8, from 11:00am to 7:00pm in the old Elementary School Gym, 4495 Happy
Valley Road. No appointments are necessary. Read all the details above, on this
page.
ICBC TIPS ON MATURE DRIVING
Thursday, November 17, 11:00am on Zoom
ICBC Road Safety will give a presentation aimed at mature drivers covering
topics such as driving tips, self-assessments, assessing medical fitness, and
driving refreshers with the goal of staying mobile. There will also be an
opportunity to ask questions. Visit metchosinseniors.ca for details.
PREVENTING FALLS & INJURIES
Tuesday, November 22, 3:00–4:00pm on Zoom
November is Fall Prevention Month to raise awareness about preventing falls and
injuries among older adults, and to encourage leadership and collaboration.
FRIDAY SOCIAL
November 25, 1:00–3:00pm, Metchosin Community House
Join us for coffee, tea, baking, conversation, and light entertainment. Hosted by
Baha’is of Metchosin. Everyone welcome.

Shop Locally
and tell them you saw it in the Muse!

Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC)
1407–4495 Happy Valley Road
250.478.5150 • info@metchosinseniors.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca
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RCMP Call-Outs

Important Dates & Events

SEPT. 7–OCT. 9, 2022

Oct. 31 Drive Thru Halloween . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 6

Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore

Oct. 31–Nov. 13 Climate Action Plan Survey Open . . . p. 2
Sep 7

Sep 8

Sep 29 William Head Road – Report of person
being threatened regarding civil matter.

Happy Valley Road – Suspicious
occurrence, loud noise heard, nothing
located.

Sep 30 William Head Road – Checked wellbeing
of a female walking on the road, patrols
failed to locate her.

Sooke Road – Possible impaired driver,
vehicle not located.
Duke Road – Person located wandering on
roadway, returned to his residence.

Sep 11

Oct 1

Lindholm Road area – Complaint of dogs
barking through the night, owner given
warning.

Gilbert Drive – Suspicious person located
on residential property during the night
with a flashlight. Departed on bike when
confronted by home owner, patrols failed to
locate the male.

Sep 12 Kangaroo Road – Recovered work van,
stolen in Langford during the night with a
large number of tools stolen.

Sooke Road – Erratic driver, vehicle
located, driver found to be sober, given
verbal warning about his driving.
Oct 2

William Head Road – Checked welfare of a
person, found to be all right.
Sooke Road – Erratic driver on the
highway, vehicle not located.
Sep 14

Sep 16

Sep 17

Matheson Lake – Mischief to the park gate,
suspect identified.

Pears Road – Complaint about loud music.
Cancelled prior to police attending.

Sooke Road – Checked wellbeing of a
person, family concerned about lack of
contact, person located and found to be all
right.

Happy Valley Road – Possible impaired
driver, vehicle not located.

Sooke Road – Erratic driver, vehicle not
located.

Happy Valley Road – Boat stolen from
private property, investigation continuing.
Duke Road area – Noise complaint. Patrol
attended and found it to be quiet.

Sep 21

Kangaroo Road area – Assistance provided
to Coroner’s Office regarding sudden death
of a person.
Sooke Road – Erratic driver, vehicle not
located.

Oct 4

Sooke Road – Possible impaired driver,
vehicle stopped in Langford and driver
found to be sober.

Kangaroo Road area – Checked wellbeing
of a male, located and found to be all right.

Oct 6

Happy Valley Road area – Suspicious
persons at a residence, later identified, no
issues.

Oct 7

Metchosin Road – Single vehicle accident,
pole hit by vehicle, no injuries.

Sooke Road – License plate stolen off a
vehicle parked on private property.

Sep 25 Kangaroo Road – Fraudulent use of a
stolen credit card, investigation continuing.

Kangaroo Road – Checked wellbeing of a
person, found to be all right.

Oct 8

Kangaroo Road – Curfew check conducted
on a person with court-imposed conditions,
found to be at home.

Oct 9

Rocky Point Road area – Loud party at a
private residence, home owner given verbal
warning.

Liberty Drive area – Kept the peace
regarding civil matter.

Metchosin Fire Department:
250-478-1307

Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032

Police (Non-Emergency):
250-474-2264

District Office (office hours):
250-474-3167

ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
250-382-2052
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
metchosinaprm@gmail.com
FB Metchosin APRM
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384

Nov. 7–8 Flu and COVID Clinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 14
Nov. 11 Remembrance Day Ceremonies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 6
Nov. 20 Rough Voice Singers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 5
Nov. 25 Opening of Mighty Fine
Art & Crafts Show . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 10
Nov. 25 Film Night: Bison Return . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 13
Nov. 27 KAIROS Blanket Exercise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 4
OTHER EVENTS:
Council Meetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 2
CRD Walks in Metchosin and East Sooke . . . . p. 12
Metchosin Community House Events . . . . . . . . p. 13
Seniors’ Resource Centre events . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 14

Pears Road – Single vehicle accident, no
injuries, vehicle towed.

Metchosin Directory
AIR CADETS
250-590-3690
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
848air@cadets.gc.ca
Facebook 848aircadets

Nov. 7 Inaugural Council Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 2

William Head Road – Complaint of
speeding motorcycles, not located.

Sep 28 Neild Road area – Possible fraud regarding
purchase of firewood online.

ORGANIZATIONS

Nov. 6 Set your clocks back one hour

Witty Beach Road – Single vehicle accident,
vehicle ran into a tree, driver found to be
impaired, vehicle impounded and driver
given 90-day driving prohibition.

Sep 24 Sooke Road – Two driving complaints,
suspect vehicles not located.

Sep 26 William Head Road – Suspicious vehicle
observed in area, still under investigation to
speak to registered owner.

Nov. 4–5 Talk & Walk: Mini MycoBlitz! . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 5

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

911

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
metchosinfoundation.ca

METCHOSIN ARTPOD
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424
metchosinhall.com

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca
www.metchosinartcentre.ca

METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778

METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub
METCHOSIN EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on
146.550. POD members can call FRS
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com
mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES
COOPERATIVE (MISC)
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-391-1295
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTRE
250-478-5150,
info@metchosinseniors.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca
MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
250-642-0238

• Report a fire
• Save a life
• Report a crime
• Imminent safety
• Report an accident

NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91,
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813

TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org
WEST SHORE PARKS AND RECREATION
250-478-8384
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS
BAHA’I FAITH
250-514-1757
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
250-727-3722
OPEN GATE CHURCH
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN
Anglican Church of Canada
250-474-4119
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF THE SALVATION ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca
This listing is a directory of local
organizations. Please email changes
to metchosinmuse@gmail.com.
Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details
on upcoming events which may
be included in an upcoming issue.
Deadline for submission is the
15th of the month preceding the
issue date.
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Celebrating the Metchosin
Schoolhouse Museum Opening
Judith van Manen

Metchosin Schoolhouse celebrated its
150th anniversary on September 24.
What makes a celebration like this one so
significant?
This small one-room schoolhouse
has a history that is inextricably tied to
Metchosin, so when we gathered to celebrate it, we honoured our community and
all those people and their descendants who
settled here in the 19th century.
In renovating our Schoolhouse
Museum, we have made a conscious effort
to celebrate the children who attended the
school between 1872 and 1914. When you
enter the Metchosin Schoolhouse Museum,
look up on the walls and meet the girls and
boys from classes in 1893, 1901, 1908, 1910,
and 1914. Some of them now lie at peace
in the St. Mary’s Churchyard Cemetery.
We may recognize ourselves in the facial
expressions and body language of these
students. All of us have attended school,
and as children posed awkwardly for those
yearly class photos.
Some of us even tell stories of being
punished with the strap. Of course, the
strap, the artifacts and displays represent and belong to the curriculum and
pedagogy of teaching and learning in the
schoolhouse and there are many stories
and interpretations about them.
When visitors enter the one-room
schoolhouse they are invited to wonder:
“What was it like for children and young
people to spend their youth in this room in
the years from 1872 to 1914?” Indeed, these
were the early years when the schoolhouse
served its educational purpose with pride
and satisfaction.
Through the ceremony of ribbon cutting, gathering together, and entering the
newly designed museum, visitors look
back at historical events. The people who
lived in the past, like Elizabeth Fisher, the
first teacher at Metchosin School, become
directly present to us, as is possible only in
thoughtful reflection. In a festive celebration, time comes to a standstill.
We listened quietly and with respect to
Chief Russ Chipps, Elder Henry Chipps,
and Elder Rick Peter of the Sc’ianew
First Nation perform a memorable blessing of the schoolhouse. As they sang
and drummed, we remembered that it
is on their original land that the schoolhouse sits. It was a special honor to have
their presence. We appreciated that Ravi
Parmar, Chairman of the Board, representing Sooke School District #62 and the
mayor of Metchosin, John Ranns, attended
and spoke about the importance of the
schoolhouse.
The highlight of our 150th celebration was the ribbon-cutting ceremony
performed by Ann Stewart, great-great

The history of the Schoolhouse came alive as Isabel Tipton, Ann Stewart, and Diane Cowden cut the ribbon to officially open the
renovated Schoolhouse Museum. Allen Jones photo

granddaughter of John Witty who donated
the land on which the school is built; Diane
Cowden, great granddaughter of Elizabeth
Fisher, the first teacher of Metchosin
School; and Isabel Tipton, great granddaughter of Hans Helgesen, one of the first
trustees of Metchosin School.
We know that a celebration becomes
truly celebratory when it is attended by
community members. Thank you to the
more than 150 guests who joined in celebrating the re-opening of the schoolhouse.
We invite you to visit and to explore the
Schoolhouse Museum and Native Teaching
Garden again when it is quieter. The museum is open until the end of November.
We cannot hope to remember everything and everyone all the time. But, by
celebrating the time when our one-room
schoolhouse opened and served Metchosin
children, we discover one way to access the
enormity of the past in Metchosin.
Schoolhouse Museum Hours
4475 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin
Open Saturdays, 12 noon–3:00pm
and Sundays, 11:00 a.m.–3:00pm
until the end of November

Mayor John Ranns became quite emotional relating how inspired he had been
seeing Bob Burgis working every day for months on the Schoolhouse. “This is what
Metchosin is all about.” Allen Jones photo

A crowd of Metchosin residents came out to take in the spectacular new displays in
the renovated Museum. Allen Jones photo

Jim MacPherson (right), President of the Metchosin Museum Society and Chief Russ
Chipps (left) contemplate their opening remarks. Allen Jones photo

