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Metchosin Muse
John and Andy: Farewell and Thanks
Johnny Carline

October 3 will likely be the last meeting 
of Council presided over by Mayor John 
Ranns and attended by Councillor Andy 
MacKinnon, both retiring. Some cer-
emony is rumoured and it should be worth 
attending.

For John Ranns, this means the end of 
over 30 years of service on Council, over 23 
of them as Mayor in addition to about � ve 
years on the School Board. � e term “ser-
vice” appropriately describes the 35 years 
of dedication he has shown to Metchosin. 
Like many high-pro� le leaders, John has 
both passionate supporters and detractors. 
However, few can question his commit-
ment to the vision of Metchosin as a rural 
community, resisting development pres-
sures from beyond its borders and relying 
on local volunteer groups to decide which 
activities the community wished to see 
in the community and to organize those 
with little local government direction or 
expense.

John’s desire to see both reconcilia-
tion with the Sc’ianew First Nation and 
avoidance of urban development within 
Metchosin’s borders presented him with 
perhaps his biggest challenge. Some deci-
sions, such as accepting “payment-in-lieu” 
rather than a subdivision dedication for 
a waterfront trail at Tower Point and 
exploring the sale of the so-called “Bu� er 
Lands” to the Capital Region District, were 
unpopular with many. But his motives 
surely lay in his concern that the Mary Hill 
DND property might be seen as a develop-
ment opportunity by senior governments 

in treaty talks, and that the District might 
need cash to help avert an outcome that he 
saw as a threat to Metchosin’s character. 

His work building a positive relation-
ship with the Sc’ianew is greatly to his 
credit and the creative land exchange deal 
with the Sc’ianew and Langford was rightly 
seen by the community as a visionary step 
and received strong support.

He was � scally prudent with public 
money and the purchase of the Old School 
was a decision that greatly challenged his 
� nancial conservatism. But, as he ex-
plained to me at the time, he believed that a 
mayor had to listen to what the community 
wanted, and it was clear to him that the 
community wanted Council to make that 
purchase. And so, he listened and decided 
to proceed with the purchase, which ap-
pears to be one of the better decisions he 
ever made.

A complex man, John could be gru�  
with opponents at Council meetings 
while being supportive and kind to sta�  
in a way that earned him their constant 
loyalty. Similarly, he was o� en critical of 
the Capital Regional District and yet was 
held in high regard by politicians and sta�  
there. In truth, it must be hard to be in a 
job as long as John has been without start-
ing to believe that you just may have picked 
up on how to do the job at least a little bit 
better than some of your critics. And if one 
judges the record over the extraordinary 
period of his service, Metchosin has surely 
been fortunate to have such a steady and 
dedicated hand at the wheel for so long.

Andy MacKinnon has served on 
Council since 2014, and was already well 

known as an active volunteer in the com-
munity for many years prior to that. Andy 
is surely one of the most a� able individu-
als one can ever meet, and whether it was 
hosting the “Talk and Walk” session, 
which he did with Moralea Milne for a long 
time, or chairing sessions on the municipal 
budget, Andy had the knack of making 
everyone feel comfortable, entertained 
and wanting to smile their way through 
meetings whether or not the topics were 
controversial, interesting or otherwise.

He is profoundly knowledgeable about 
environmental issues and was clearly 
comfortable exchanging views with intel-
lectuals in his � eld. Yet he seems to enjoy 
conversations with ‘regular folk’ even more 
and never indulged in attempts to intel-
lectually intimidate people in debate. His 
values, openness of character, warmth and 
irrepressible sense of humour, combined 
to make him very popular with the public, 
re� ected in the fact that he comfortably 
topped the political polls.

Away from Council, Andy was still 
highly visible at community events, most 
notably his organization and participa-
tion in the Metchosin Day Run, (where he 
gave vegetables as prizes!), the New Year’s 
Day Polar Bear Swim, the Sheepdog Trials 
and as an entertaining salesperson at the 
Mighty Metchosin Garage Sale. While his 
presence at Council will be missed, his 
community presence will hopefully con-
tinue for years to come.

Both John and Andy have earned all our 
thanks and sincere good wishes for a well-
earned politics-free life.

Retiring Mayor John Ranns

Retiring Councillor Andy MacKinnon

The Lighter Side of John and Andy

Above: Perhaps a tad late, 
Andy (extreme right) realizes 
that standing in the middle 
of the road directly in front 
of the competitors perhaps 
wasn’t the ideal place to 
start the 2015 Metchosin Day 
5K run. Brian Domney photo, 
September 2016 Muse

Left: At the Harmony for 
Ukraine Concert in July, John 
played a mean electric bass. 
His strong belief in freedom 
and independence showed 
up in his approach to musical 
accompaniment, here 
basically ignoring what other 
people on stage are doing, 
while he does his own thing. 
Barb Sawatsky photo, 
July/August 2022 Muse

October 15 
is Municipal 
Voting Day
See pages 6 to 9 for 
candidate information 
and voting details.
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General Local Election – Saturday, October 15, 2022 

Vote for Mayor, Councillors and School Trustees on Saturday, October 15, 2022, between 8:00am and 
8:00pm at the Metchosin Community Hall, 4401 William Head Road.

Advance Voting Opportunities – October 5 and October 12, 2022

Electors are welcome to vote in advance on Wednesday, October 5 and Wednesday, October 12, 2022, 
between 8:00am and 8:00pm at the Metchosin Municipal Hall (behind the Fire Hall), 4450 Happy Valley 
Road.

Not on the voters list? You may be able to register to vote at the voting place.

Bring two pieces of identi�cation that provide evidence of your identity and place of residence. Picture 
ID is not required, but one piece of ID must have your signature. For Elector Quali�cations see  
www.metchosin.ca/municipal-hall/elections-voting, or call the Municipal Hall 250-474-3167.

Do you need assistance voting?

If you have mobility di�culties and are unable to enter the voting place, election o�cials can attend to 
you in your vehicle. And if you have di�culty marking a ballot, you may be assisted by an election of-
�cial or someone accompanying you.

Business Licence Renewals 

Businesses will be receiving their renewal notices in the mail in October for the 2022/2023 businesses 
licence year (Nov to Oct). Every business operating in Metchosin, including home-based businesses 
and short-term rentals require a business licence. Metchosin participates in the regional intermunicipal 
business licence scheme so that businesses such as contractors and mobile sales based in Metchosin need 
only one licence to operate in the region. Please note that if your business licence is two years outstand-
ing, the licence will be terminated, as per Section 14(c) of the Business Licence Bylaw. Reinstatement 
would then be subject to a new application and inspection, along with an additional fee of $25.00

Metchosin Fire Department – Drive-Thru Halloween

Come drive through a spooky Halloween Lane, decorated and haunted by your local Metchosin Fire 
Fighters, Monday October 31, 6:00–8:00pm. For information please check metchosinfire.ca or call the 
Fire Department 250-478-1307.

Council Meetings for October 2022

All meetings* will be held on October 3, beginning at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers. Meetings are 
subject to change – for updated information please refer to www.metchosin.ca or call the Municipal Hall 
250-474-3167. 
*Council Meeting, Finance & Environment Committee, Planning Committee, Parks Committee, Public 
Works Committee.

Council News 
OCTOBER 2022

Metchosin Municipal Hall
www.metchosin.ca • 250-474-3167 • info@metchosin.ca

New Face at the District

Johnny Carline

Sue-Lin Tarnowski started work 
with the District of Metchosin as 
the new Chief Financial O�cer 
on August 15 and almost the �rst 
meeting she had that day was 
with the Metchosin Muse. Perhaps 
we’re biased but we think that is a 
good sign.

Sue-Lin arrives with sound 
credentials. A�er receiving a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology and Psychology, she 
continued on with her studies 
to earn the status of Certi�ed 

Professional Accountant at the 
Gusta�sen School of Business at 
the University of Victoria. 

She comes to Metchosin from 
a private accounting consulting 
company in Vancouver where 
she worked with First Nations, 
especially on remote book-keep-
ing. Her municipal experience is 
extensive, having worked as the 
Director of Finance in Sooke and 
in senior positions in Esquimalt, 
Powell River and the District of 
Saanich.

�is is an impressive back-
ground but what struck this 
writer even more was her clear-
eyed understanding of the task 
she has taken on. She rightly 
sees the Metchosin community 
as determined to retain its rural 
character while, with changing 
demographics and attitudes, cre-
ating new demands for services. 
She sees this creating the twin 
challenge of ensuring optimum 
e�ciency in District operations 
and the need to secure additional 
revenues. She has the refreshing 
honesty to communicate that she 
thinks it likely we will need both.

To help her meet this chal-
lenge, she feels she needs to get 
to know residents, to understand 
�rst-hand their perspectives and 
become recognized as some-
one they can talk to. Internally, 
Sue-Lin wants to ensure that 
sta� understands that it has her 
respect and the recognition that 

they all want to achieve the same 
outcomes as they work together to 
improve.

She exhibits a profound un-
derstanding and respect for the 
role of elected o�cials but also a 
quietly �rm determination that 
they will respect her independent 
role as a professional.

On the personal side, Sue-
Lin is married with three grown 
children. She has a diploma in 
interior design and her artistic 
sidelines include making jewel-
lery. But lest we get the impression 
that she is a one-dimensional 
‘artsy’ type, she also informed the 
Muse that she was a competitive 
body-builder for three years and 
still li�s weights as a regular part 
of her daily life.

Since the interview, follow-
ing a recommendation from the 
outgoing Chief Administrative 
O�cer (CAO), Lisa Urlacher, 
Council has appointed Sue-Lin as 
the Interim CAO until a perma-
nent appointment is made. It is, of 
course, far too early to speculate 
on how temporary or otherwise 
this appointment will be; but 
regardless of how that turns out, 
Sue-Lin promises to be a strong, 
multi-faceted and welcome senior 
member of the Metchosin munici-
pal team. �e Muse extends her 
a warm welcome and encourages 
our readers to do the same.

Metchosin’s new Chief Financial 
Officer and Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer Sue-Lin 
Tarnowski
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Editor’s 
Musings
Johnny Carline

� is is the edition of the Muse that appears just once 
every four years – the municipal election edition, 
where we publish the pro� les provided by the can-
didates for mayor and councillor and say thank you 
and farewell to John Ranns and Andy MacKinnon, 
two men who have served us well. It is, however, our 
view that this is the time when those seeking o�  ce 
have to speak for themselves and the voters need to 
listen to the candidates and not be advised what to 
think or do by the media.

So, we at the Muse have zipped our lips, bitten our 
tongues and tried to keep as neutral an expression as 
we can. In our private lives, of course, we have our 
opinions, which are quite diverse. But as far as what 
gets into this paper is concerned, we have no opin-
ions except that we encourage everybody to � nd out 
what they can about every candidate and then vote. 
Don’t take democracy for granted. It is a precious 
gi�  not to be treated with indi� erence. And for the 
odd few who have defaced or stolen election signs, 
please don’t.

Hopefully, this edition also conveys that even at 
election time, there is more to Metchosin than just 
politics. � is month’s centre spread covers the re-
markable job done by the volunteers of the Museum 
Society to renovate the Old Schoolhouse. Bob Burgis 

put in months of work to do the necessary physical 
renovations to the building, without which no prog-
ress could have been made. � en Judith van Manen, 
Jon Barss and Lynn Southgate picked up the baton 
to work on what the renovated Schoolhouse should 
display. � e grand opening was September 24, but 
this month Judith tells the story of how the garden 
was transformed. It shows, once again, just what 
Metchosin volunteers can, and do, achieve.

Among the other items of interest are: recog-
nizing the passing of Queen Elizabeth, a histori-
cal photograph connects the then young queen to 
Metchosin; the call for volunteers in the latest 
Seniors Association intergenerational learning proj-
ect, a truly valuable exercise; the inspiring speech 
given by Pearson College President Craig Davis to 
the incoming students; and, giving the Muse team 
great pleasure, is the unsolicited commentary from 
a visiting German student on his reading of � e Best 
of the Muse.

You will hopefully � nd many other articles which 
pique your interest, photographs which please you 
and descriptions of events which stimulate you to 
participate in this community’s many and varied 
activities.

We thank you for your interest in the Muse and 
hope you enjoy reading this month’s issue.

4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

#MetchosinArtPod

Hours: FRI–SUN 11 am–4 pm

Metchosin ArtPod Presents:

EKPHRASIS
Art Inspired by Other Art Forms

Opening Event online:
Saturday, October 15 ••• 7–8:30 pm

Link to Eventbrite and free tickets on our website. 
Show runs Sept 30 to Nov 20 ••• Fri–Sun 11–4

WRITING EKPHRASTIC POEM WORKSHOP
Join Poet Yvonne Blomer for an engaging workshop!

Thursday, October 6, 7–9 pm
Cost: $50

See our Website for more info and to register.

Artwork by Margo Farr  Lifeline

METCHOSIN 
ALLCANDIDATES 

MEETING

6:30 p.m.
Informal Reception to meet candidates 
Submission of questions

7:00 p.m.
Speeches & question period

Tuesday, October 4
Metchosin Community Hall

All Welcome

We hope that you will be able to 
attend and participate.

Please note: Social distancing and COVID 
protocols in place.

Proudly hosted by the 
Association for the Protection of Rural Metchosin (APRM)

� e recent passing of Queen Elizabeth II prompted many of us to 
re� ect on her long and digni� ed reign, but few memories would 
be more personal than this one. In 1959, when Queen Elizabeth 
was visiting Scarborough, Ontario, she received � owers from the 
daughter of the local reeve, pictured to the Queen’s right. � at 
little girl grew up to be none other than Metchosin’s own Jane 
Hammond. 

For information about staying safe 

around wildlife, 

please visit the district website: 

Be Bear & Cougar Smart! 

www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources

It’s the time of year when bears 
are storing up on food to get them 
through the winter. Remember:

• pick ripe fruit and fallen fruit daily
• keep garbage in the house or shed 

until pick-up day
• don’t add meat or cooked food to 

your compost
• use bird feeders only in the winter
• clean your BBQ a� er each use and 

store in a secure area
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arie-Térèse Little, PhD
, Financial A

gent, 250.508.8756

for Metchosin Mayor

www.mt4mayor.org       @MT4Council 

     Councillor Marie Terese Little and Marie Terese Little for Metchosin Mayor

Mobile: 250.508.8756   Email: mtlittle@mt4mayor.org

www.mt4mayor.org       @MT4Council 

     Councillor Marie Terese Little and Marie Terese Little for Metchosin MayorMarie-Térèse 

    Little

Wheels for Beecher 
Bay Youth

Morgan Yates

� ree local leaders, who weren’t 
previously acquainted, recently 
came together to make a positive 
di� erence for school-age members 
of the Beecher Bay community. 

Sheeba Sawyer from Beecher 
Bay was recently connected with 
Jacob Lamb of the Metchosin 
Fire� ghter Society and Jimmy 
Miller from Westshore Skatepark 
Coalition. Working together, 
this trio of good souls brought a 
bit of magic and a lot of smiles 
to Beecher Bay kids on Friday 
September 2.   

With a shared goal of � nd-
ing good quality used bikes and 
skateboards to match up with kids 
who needed wheels, these three 
leaders, with support from Spirit 
Bay residents, made it happen. 

� rough an ongoing col-
laboration between Metchosin 
Fire� ghters and the Westshore 
RCMP, Jacob was able to source 
nine bikes for teens, all in great 
shape. Jimmy provided new and 
gently used skateboards and 
replacement parts. Adding to 
this e� ort, generous donations 
from Spirit Bay residents ensured 
that scooters, bikes for younger 
tykes and bike accessories could 
be included with the collection 
of wheels that Sheeba was care-
fully matching up with youthful 
recipients. 

With a shout-out to Canadian 
Tire Langford for providing a 
bulk discount on helmets and 
bells (and to Metchosin resi-
dents Barb Sawatsky and Erinne 
Branter for networking support 
and to Traci Pateman and Michael 
Campbell for their respective 
support with bike transport and 
maintenance), a sunny September 
2 arrived to see wheels and safety 
accessories matched up with a 
bunch of happy new owners.  

Sheeba captured the spirt of 
the day in a follow-up commu-
nication to supporters, saying, 

“What an amazing thing we have 
all just completed. � anks so 
much for all the help and amaz-
ing teamwork. We have just made 
so many kids happy! I raise my 
hands to all of you.”

Jimmy noted that, following 
this very successful introduc-
tory collaboration, he’d like to 
remain a resource for Beecher Bay 
and Jacob, who works with high 
school kids to teach bike main-
tenance basics, expressed hope 
that this successful collaboration 
could be the beginning of some-
thing bigger. 

Some of the wheels, a waiting recipient, and onlooking supporters. Sheeba Sawyer photo

Jacob Lamb, Michael Campbell, and Sheeba Sawyer by the Wheels 
Storage Site. Maureen Palmer photo

Bouncing babies in the “mosh pit,” enjoying the music of 
Jesse Roper at the Metchosin Makers’ Market on September 2. 
Everyone had a great time! Joan Johnston photo

Metchosin Makers’ Market: 
Let’s do it again next year!

Drop by Metchosin 
Fire Department’s
Drive-Thru Halloween
Come drive through a spooky Halloween Lane, decorated and 
haunted by your local Metchosin Fire Fighters, Monday October 31, 
6:00–8:00pm. For information please check metchosinfire.ca or call 
the Fire Department 250-478-1307.
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Reflections on 
John Ranns
Ed Watson

I was driving down Taylor Road 
on a blustery winter day and 
there, in the middle of the road, 
was a District of Metchosin back-
hoe clearing debris from the road. 
At the controls was the mayor, 
John Ranns. As he looked at me 
and, with a grin, waved me to 
pass, I remember thinking, “You 
can argue with his style but you 
can’t argue with the fact that John 
Ranns is a unique politician.”

His eldest sister, Judy, says 
John � rst showed a real interest 
in politics when he became leader 
of the CUPE local representing 
workers at the Greater Victoria 
Water Board. She says he caught 
the political bug from former 
CRD Director Shirley Wilde and 
Metchosin’s � rst mayor Herman 
Volk, both staunch supporters of 
keeping Metchosin independent 
and rural. “I would say that he 
wanted to stay in the situation 
he’d grown up in” says Judy. “He 
really wanted to keep Metchosin 
that way because he loved it.” She 
says when he was � rst elected, “I 
was worried for him but every-
thing he has done has made me 
proud of him.”

I talked with Shirley Wilde 
from the kitchen of her home on 
Duke Road and asked her about 
the early days. She says creating 
the municipality was contentious 
and the debate vigorous, particu-
larly around the kitchen table of 
John’s mom, Anna Ranns. “We 
talked about it all the time. Any 
time you were around Anna’s 
table, anybody who came in, we 
were all talking politics. De� nitely 

John.” She added, “John has been 
a very careful mayor … he has 
brought the municipality along 
without making any really big 
pitfalls, which is a good thing. 

Natexa Verbrugge was a coun-
cillor when John was � rst elected 
mayor.

“� e best times were when we 
had the old hall in the old house. 
Sometimes we’d have the � re 
burning in the � replace … and it 
was much more intimate I must 
say. I remember those days with 
quite a lot of fondness. I really 
enjoyed it.” It wasn’t always fun. 
Ranns was involved in several 
Metchosin infrastructure projects 
including the new municipal hall, 
and constructing new bays for the 
� rehall. At one point opponents of 
the � rehall expansion burned an 
e�  gy of the mayor. 

An early Metchosin council-
lor, Brian Killip commented that 
his sense was that John “tries to 
look to avoid con� ict as much as 
he can … In later years I think he 
was a little bit more de� nitive… 
but certainly for many of the years 
he looked to resolve problems and 
ameliorate situations.”

Jo Mitchell was another 
councillor who served with 
Mayor Ranns. “I was working as 
a councillor under him for nine 
years and never really, over that 
whole period, did we have any 
unpleasant moments. … I enjoyed 
coming to the meetings and tak-
ing part.”

Former Metchosin Councillor 
Bob Graminga, now enjoying 
the seaside life in Nova Scotia, 
re� ected, “If there was a single 
quality I admired in him, it was 

his love of family and community. 
My most memorable moment was 
when I was deputy mayor and he 
was away when Moralea (former 
councillor) was tragically killed, 
and we sobbed together.”

Councillor Andy MacKinnon, 
who is also retiring in October, 
added his insights. “John was a lot 
of fun too. When he and I would 
disagree about things, and this 
happened quite commonly, we 
would sometimes get into it at the 
council table. � ere was a lot of 
back and forth. But I was never 
concerned that I was going to lose 
John as a friend simply because 
we were coming at solving some 
of these problems from di� erent 
directions … and it’s important 
for the candidates right now 
to know that people like John 
didn’t get into this as any kind 
of get rich quick or get rich slow 
scheme. � ey got into it because 
they were prepared to invest con-
siderable time and e� ort in trying 
to contribute to the community. 
And that’s John in spades right 
there.”

No one spends 35 years in 
politics without developing a 
few political rivals, and at times 
ending up on the wrong side of 
public opinion. John Ranns is no 
exception – but, overall, his coun-
cils functioned well. You can � nd 
critics of Mayor Ranns but I’ve 
le�  them silent. When you retire 
a� er serving your community for 
as long as John has, it’s best to re-
member the good times, and that 
rural Metchosin has remained as 
unique as its retiring mayor.

Kahakauwila
KYARA

MAYOR
FOR METCHOSIN 

Experienced Leadership  •  5 terms as Councillor (17 collective years)
22-year business co-owner with my husband  •  Soccer mom of 2 young men (19 & 20)

Authorized by Derrold Norgaard, Financial Agent derrold@nkpg.ca

ACCOUNTABLE  •  INCLUSIVE
COLLABORATIVE  •  TRANSPARENT 

kyarak.ca  •  I’d love to connect, contact me at 250-516-9302 or kyara@metchosin.ca

Kyara Kahakauwila for Metchosin Mayor

STEVE GRAY
for Metchosin Council
Let’s keep Metchosin undeveloped 
& �nancially secure  

• Retain our remaining wild spaces,     
   protect our aquifers, forest cover, 
   watersheds and shoreline
• Finalize a local climate emergency plan
• Support local agriculture
• Follow our O�cial Community Plan
• Strengthen and enforce our bylaws

I am a retired medical doctor with decades of leadership experience in government 
and health authority roles. My background includes negotiations, policy analysis and 

planning. I have lived in the village centre of Metchosin for more than thirty years. 

www.MetchosinSteve.ca • 250 478 5066 • ElectSteve@shaw.ca
          @metchosinsteve

Vote on Saturday October 15!
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Mark 
ATHERTON

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

I came to Metchosin in 1989 with Kathy 
and our four children to a mostly clear-
cut 5-acre property. We integrated into 
the community and I replanted the 
property with Douglas-�r. �e kids have 
moved on while the forest is now big 
enough to produce some lumber. As a 
retired professional forester, I’m proud of 
the long-term vision I had to re-establish 
the forest and rehabilitate the property.

My professional career had me man-
aging a First Nations forestry program 
for the federal government and then 
participating in treaty negotiations for 
the provincial government. Involving 
elected o�cials on our negotiation teams 
gave me lots of experience with local 
government. 

Professional employment pays the 
bills but volunteering has rewards too. 

I became Metchosin’s Parks and Trails 
Coordinator in 2004 and was recog-
nized as “Volunteer of the Year” in 
2010.  Building the Rocky Point roadside 
trail and the Latoria Creek Community 
Bridge with help from other volunteers 
were major accomplishments. A review 
of orphan parks and trails resulted in 
formalizing the Carlton Cosh Nature 
Park and constructing the Branson – 
Duke Connector Trail and the original 
Blaney Trail.

I’ve been on the Parks and Trails 
Advisory Committee since 2004, becom-
ing Chair in 2017. �e committee advises 
Council and the Approving O�cer on 
matters relating to parks, trails, recre-
ation and subdivisions. I’ve had success 
generating advice, receiving approval 
and implementing it with other volun-
teers. Now it’s time to become a decision 
maker on Council setting strategic poli-
cies and priorities. 

As your Metchosin councillor, I will 
stay focused on our O�cial Community 
Plan (OCP) and bylaws which were care-
fully developed and have broad com-
munity support. Doing so will ensure 
our rural values are respected while 
we navigate the pressures we are sure 
to face in the coming years from our 
rapidly growing neighbours of Langford, 
Colwood, and Sooke.

Nothing is ever black or white in local 
governing but if the new Council can 
build trust, citizens will accept shades of 
grey and our rural values will endure. I 
want to earn that trust from you.

Contacts:
Atherton4metchosin@shaw.ca
250-474-1016 

Tamara 
BALLARD

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

Who am I? Aside from being a mother 
of two young adults, a novice gardener, 
and a loving and supportive wife, I 
am a Metchosin resident. I am a fairly 
new member of this beautiful seaside 
community. Although not new to the 
Western Communities, having straddled 
the Metchosin border for ��een years 

before moving here six years ago. My 
husband and I purchased our property 
a�er falling in love with the peaceful 
view out the front window and the con-
crete fact that we would never wake up to 
a large residential development across the 
road from us again.

We were both sold. Being a stay home 
mom of two children and a husband has 
ensured that I am always budget con-
scious over the years. As my children 
have grown it has le� me with ample 
time and energy to help my husband 
with our small family-run business, 
while still having time to head outside 
with our new puppy.

If elected, as a council member I 
would aim to provide fresh eyes, ears, 
and a voice within our community. I 
am open-minded, receptive, impartial, 
and practical; furthermore, it is my goal 
to ensure that every Metchosin resident 
feels valued, supported, and appreci-
ated. Having attended numerous council 
meetings I recognize that having the 
ability to hear others’ opinions, and to 
listen unbiasedly (not just to respond) is 
a very important part of a healthy and 
productive community. 

I hope to be a positive voice for the 
quiet people who love and care for our 
rural community. �ank you for your 
consideration.

Shelly 
DONALDSON

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

I have lived in Metchosin for 33 years. 
My husband and I bought a small-
acreage farm three miles from where 
I grew up as a child and it is here that 
we settled and raised our family. On 
our farm we produced a large market 
garden, and we continue to breed sheep 
and pigs, providing quality food for our 
family and friends. �is has given me an 
understanding of the determined e�ort 
that goes into growing food, making me 

grateful for the year-round, dedicated 
e�ort of our local farmers. 

Over 25 years of community volun-
teer service in Metchosin has given me 
the opportunity to meet many residents 
and to hear their concerns both in the 
community and at Council meetings 
which I attend regularly. I echo their 
concerns about our rural values being 
constantly challenged by encroaching 
urban sprawl at our borders, industry 
settling in environmentally sensitive ar-
eas, unaddressed bylaw infractions, and 
an increase of visitors bringing in more 
tra�c. �ese factors critically impact our 
community �scally and environmentally. 

As a former business owner and 
Metchosin volunteer, I have experience 
that would bene�t me at the Council 
table. I strongly believe that a council 
should act as a team, held together by 
open discussion and respect for di�ering 
views. I pledge that, if elected, I will be 
present at all council meetings barring 
an emergency and will always keep 
forward of critical issues throughout 
Metchosin. I will listen, research, and 
seek solutions in a collaborative, respect-
ful manner and will make myself avail-
able to discuss constituents’ concerns. 

Metchosin is a wholesome place to 
live, and I will work hard to keep it this 
way.

Contact Info:
Cell: 250-580-4039
Email: shellydonaldson4u@gmail.com
Web: www.shellydonaldson.org 

Sharie 
EPP

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

Giving back to this wonderful commu-
nity my husband Al and I have called 
home for 49 years is the reason I ran for 
Council in 2018. I feel the last four years 
in politics has given me the experience, 
knowledge and con�dence to look to the 
future.

As the only incumbent running for 
councillor, I have the tools to continue 
to work on building trust, cooperation, 
and collaboration between council and 
the rest of the community. Preserving 
and protecting our incredible piece of 
the world requires a joint e�ort. Forward 
thinking, �scal responsibility and 
reasonable dialogue to solve di�erences 
is the way forward. One idea would be 
creating a Committee of the Whole to 

encourage informal discussion among 
Council members and Metchosinites. 
Let’s eliminate the us-versus-them 
attitude.

I’ve been referred to as having “boots 
on the ground.” I tend to be a doer, 
rather than a talker, and enjoy working 
with other doers, such as the amazing 
volunteers who keep this community 
ticking. Spending time as Council liaison 
with the Metchosin Seniors Association 
and Metchosin Arts and Cultural 
Centre Association has been especially 
rewarding.

I serve on the Working Group admin-
istering the $944,603 grant to reinvent 
the old Metchosin School gym as a 
community space and on the Steering 
Committee looking into replacing the 
aging, leaking Fire Hall administration 
building.

As Public Works Chair, my main 
focus has been road safety. Obtaining 
nearly $45,000 in funding from ICBC, 
and another $10,000 through a Vision 
Zero Road Safety grant, I’ve worked with 
District sta� to facilitate safety measures, 
including: four radar speed signs; �ash-
ing school zone signs at Hans Helgesen; 
�ashing speed limit signs entering the 
village core; building the Happy Valley 
roadside trail; adding a bike path along 
Rocky Point Road; and installing pedes-
trian activated lighted crosswalks for 
Galloping Goose Trail road crossings.

From keeping Metchosin green, to 
road improvements, to a community 
centre, to a safer �re hall, to foster-
ing a positive atmosphere in Council 
Chambers, there’s more work to do. 
I hope this election means I get to 
keep those “boots on the ground” for 
Metchosin.

Below are the eight candidates running for councillor in 
Metchosin’s 2022 Municipal election. Metchosin has four 
councillor positions.
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Steve 
GRAY

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

I want to keep Metchosin undeveloped 
and �nancially secure. We need to retain 
our remaining wild spaces, add to them 
as we can, protect our aquifers and forest 
cover, our watersheds and shoreline, sup-
port local agriculture, follow our O�cial 
Community Plan and develop a vision 
for the old school property in the village 
core. 

As your elected Council member, I 
will make decisions through an envi-
ronmental and �scally responsible lens. 
Working to build a collaborative and 
cordial Council, I will value opinions 
and listen carefully to public input. 

I have lived in the village centre 
of Metchosin for more than 30 years 
with my wife Janet. We have raised 
our three children here. Janet and I are 

extremely grateful to be living here and 
to be part of such a vibrant community. 
We appreciate Metchosin’s dedicated 
volunteers and strong community-based 
organizations. 

I have been a member of the 
Metchosin Hall Society for almost as 
long as we have lived in Metchosin. 
I am one of two trustee owners of the 
Metchosin Community Hall.

I appreciate the fact that Metchosin is 
on the unceded traditional territories of 
the Scia’new First Nation. I am heart-
ened that the District and the Scia’new 
maintain important and strong relations. 
I look forward to working together to 
establish Mary Hill as an Indigenous 
Protected Area. 

I am a retired medical doctor with 
decades of leadership experience in 
government and health authority roles. 
My background includes negotiations, 
policy analysis and planning. As a family 
doctor, I know the value of listening to 
people �rst and making decisions based 
on input. 

Like so many others, I appreciate the 
quiet and peaceful enjoyment of our 
rural life and surroundings. Metchosin 
provides important green space within 
the region that must not be diminished. 
�is role for Metchosin will become even 
more important as the climate crisis 
deepens.

As a Metchosin Councillor, I would 
work to adopt and implement a munici-
pal climate emergency plan. I am con-
cerned also that appropriate pandemic 
precautions be maintained. 

I would appreciate your vote on 
October 15.

www.MetchosinSteve.ca

Jay 
SHUKIN

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

I’m running for Council determined to 
protect and strengthen rural Metchosin. 
I ask for your support based on my track 
record and the commitment I’ve dem-
onstrated to addressing the issues that 
matter most to Metchosin.

Moving to Metchosin, my spouse 
Nicole and I were struck by both the 
community’s resilience and its fragility: 
a miracle of green-blue nature up against 
runaway development in the West Shore. 
Connecting with others, we discovered 
that Metchosin’s resilience springs from 
the residents who are dedicated to mak-
ing this place one that is, on so many 
scales, irreplaceable.

Connecting to this spirit, I became 
involved with the Association for the 
Protection of Rural Metchosin (APRM) 

and other community groups. Serving as 
the APRM’s president I’ve learned much 
from experienced local mentors. I’ve 
met and talked to many people, listen-
ing to what rural Metchosin means for 
residents of di�erent ages, means and 
property sizes. �ese conversations have 
informed the ideas that I’ve presented to 
Council, whether on bylaw enforcement, 
environmental matters, annual budgets, 
agricultural issues, zoning, land use and 
planning matters.

Whether during my two years as 
APRM president or working with other 
issue-focused groups, my record of 
publicly standing up for our community 
is there for all to see (Google search: 
Shukin District Metchosin).

In 2021, I co-led the e�ort to pre-
vent the Boys and Girls Club from 
subdividing and selling the Metchosin 
Wilderness Camp land. With the Friends 
of the Metchosin Bu�er Land, I’ve ad-
dressed the serious issues raised by the 
potential sale of this important 112-acre 
parcel. 

During a 20-year career as a public 
a�airs manager in the utility sector, 
I’ve worked with development teams 
on a range of power generation projects 
throughout North America, particularly 
wind energy. I have professional experi-
ence to bring to the Council table in 
areas such as governance, organizational 
management and process development, 
as well as community engagement and 
Indigenous relations.

My priorities include e�ective bylaw 
enforcement, �scal responsibility, a 
made-in-Metchosin climate action plan, 
a village core strategy, and a public pro-
cess around the Bu�er land.

jayshukin@gmail.com
www.electshukin.com

Eric 
WHITE

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

Eric has felt connected to Metchosin his 
whole life. Growing up on the Westshore, 
he and his family would frequent the 
beaches and trails. In his teen years, 
he could o�en be found gallivanting 
around, by bike or skateboard with 
his cohort of friends who grew up in 
Metchosin. Eric has fond memories of 
the pioneering days of Metchosin Day. 
Now a�er being a resident of Metchosin 
for the last 18 years, and a farmer for 
the last 4, he has become invested in the 
future Metchosin.

�e next Council is going to face 
many challenges and Eric believes he is 
well suited to be a contributing member. 
As a farmer, he is a problem solver and 
understands maintaining a budget. As a 
member of a large family, which included 
many foster siblings, he respects the di-
versity of people’s ideas and beliefs.  He is 
dedicated to making sure everyone in the 
community feels heard. He understands 
that the decisions council makes may af-
fect di�erent people in di�erent ways.

Eric believes that the future strength 
of Metchosin comes from how vital it 
is as a hub for food security, a place to 
learn practical skills, and to connect with 
nature. A priority of Eric’s as a member 
of council will be to promote ideas that 
strengthen families and farms. One such 
idea being the amending of bylaws to al-
low for tiny homes, a change that would 
allow families the ability to live closer to 
provide care for their loved ones and give 
people who wish to farm the chance to 
live rurally without permanently impact-
ing the environment. 

Eric also really likes the idea of 
starting a tool library so that commu-
nity members can share tools that they 
may need occasionally or only once. 
He would also like to see a community 
orchard which has the potential to be 
an asset of knowledge and community 
connection.

Eric is excited to have the opportunity 
to help enhance the lives of his fellow 
residents if elected to Metchosin District 
Council. 

Please feel free to contact Eric at 
electericwhite@gmail.com

Leslie  
ZINGER

Candidate for Councillor
District of Metchosin

I was born in Victoria. I was raised in 
Central Saanich surrounded by small 
acre farms. I moved to Metchosin in 1979 
with my husband Jim. Metchosin o�ered 
my artist husband the creative commu-
nity he was searching for.

My husband and I raised four chil-
dren on our small hobby farm. We had a 
multiple of livestock over the 13 years of 
operating our Witty Beach Farm.  We are 
currently working at re-establishing our 
farm status.

I spent many hours volunteering for 
clean up at the Metchosin equestrian 
ring. I was leader of Metchosin 4H horse 
club for over 10 years. Volunteered with 

Metchosin Girl Guides and Boy Scouts. 
I have been a Metchosin Day pet show 
volunteer and judge for over 15 years.

I worked 43 years as a registered nurse 
in Island Health.  Now retired. I was ap-
pointed to two External Health Review 
Teams commissioned by BC Ministry of 
Health. �e need for studies was precipi-
tated by concerns citizens expressed in 
BC North West and North East Health 
Authorities regarding service reductions 
resulting from funding restrictions in 
their 1992–1993 budget allocations.

I have �nancial experience in budget 
planning and allocation. I was elected 
two terms BC Nurses Provincial council 
and two terms Regional Treasurer.

Global to Local.  I believe Metchosin 
is facing many challenges that will de�ne 
our future. Metchosin is unique but 
vulnerable. �ese challenges of change 
will involve decisions that may a�ect 
our ability to protect and remain an 
independent, sustainable, healthy rural 
community. 

I don’t self identify as an environmen-
talist; however, I do believe in envi-
ronmental protection of sensitive blue 
and green areas. I do believe and will 
advocate for environmental protection 
and impact studies to be completed and 
considered in land use and rezoning re-
quests. I believe in following the science. 

�e single biggest issue facing our 
community in this election just might be 
economics. Previous councils have been 
successful in maintaining a debt free and 
low taxes commitment. I believe threats 
of a looming global economic recession 
will require a transparent, �scally ac-
countable local government committed 
to controlling expenditures. 

Mayoral candidates and School District election 
information are on the following pages.

GENERAL LOCAL 
ELECTION – SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 15, 2022 
Vote for Mayor, Councillors and School 
Trustees on Saturday, October 15, 
2022, between 8:00am and 8:00pm at 
the Metchosin Community Hall, 4401 
William Head Road.

ADVANCE VOTING 
OPPORTUNITIES – 
OCTOBER 5 AND 12, 2022
Electors are welcome to vote in advance 
on Wednesday, October 5 and Wednesday, 
October 12, 2022, between 8:00am and 
8:00pm at the Metchosin Municipal Hall 
(behind the Fire Hall), 4450 Happy Valley 
Road.

NOT ON THE VOTERS LIST?
You may be able to register to vote at  
the voting place. Bring two pieces of 
identi�cation that provide evidence of 
your identity and place of residence. 
Picture ID is not required, but one piece of 
ID must have your signature. For Elector 
Quali�cations see www.metchosin.ca/
municipal-hall/elections-voting, or call the 
Municipal Hall 250-474-3167.

DO YOU NEED 
ASSISTANCE VOTING?
If you have mobility di�culties and are 
unable to enter the voting place, election 
o�cials can attend to you in your vehicle. 
And if you have di�culty marking a bal-
lot, you may be assisted by an election 
o�cial or someone accompanying you.
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Help shape your local school district (SD62).
Elect Trustees who will work hard for you.

Elect Russ Chipps Elect Christine Lervold Re-elect Ravi Parmar
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Russ Chipps will continue his work to 
build a safe, accessible and inclusive 
SD62 where all students and staff can 
have a strong sense of hope and 
belonging.

E-mail: russchipps@telus.net 
Phone: 250-216-6584

Christine Lervold's experience as an
educator and public servant will allow her to
be a strong voice for students, families and
championing the amazing work that
happens in our classrooms.

E-mail: christinelervold@gmail.com
Phone: 250-217-8939
Website: christinelervold.com

Ravi Parmar's decade of service to SD62 is
reflective of his passion for public
education. He will keep working to ensure
our students have the supports they need
to succeed and thrive.

E-mail: raviparmarsd62@gmail.com
Phone: 778-678-2335
Website: raviparmar.com
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Kyara 
KAHAKAUWILA

Candidate for Mayor
District of Metchosin

I’m excited to be running for Mayor, the 
next step in my service to residents of 
Metchosin. My dedication to leadership 
on Metchosin Council spans 5 terms 
over 17 years.

As Mayor, my leadership will be ac-
countable, inclusive, collaborative and 
transparent. At the time of writing this 
article, I have reached out to all Council 
candidates, having spoken to most of 
them about why they are running and 
their interests should they be elected. 
�eir priorities are important to me as 
we form a team, working on short and 
long term collective goals.

Demonstrating collaborative work, 
I’m proud to have led the workshops with 

Council, Sta� and public, bringing for-
ward a redeveloped Bylaw Enforcement 
Policy.

Our next Council is faced with 
increasing pressures on our �nances; 
maintaining low tax rates with modest 
increases over time is crucial in pro-
tecting our rural way of life. Previous 
Councils have planned for the eventual-
ity of our population increase and related 
costs associated with policing. Managing 
this new cost will be one of the �rst tasks 
Council will work collectively on as we 
start our next budget cycle shortly a�er 
being sworn in on November 7th.

Additional work Council and I will 
face include fostering best practices for 
preserving our agriculture lands and 
supporting our farmers; overall environ-
mental stewardship and protection of 
our sensitive ecosystems; supporting our 
community groups as they support our 
residents; infrastructure planning, both 
within our community and working 
with our neighbours; and continuing our 
mutual friendship and partnership with 
the Sc’ianew Nation.

I started my journey serving on 
Council in 1999, �rst elected at age 21. 
I became interested in council mat-
ters when I worked at the Metchosin 
Country Store, taking time to read 
minutes of meetings that were posted 
there. Running for Council and having 
the privilege of being elected has been a 
driving factor in my personal and profes-
sional life. I feel a strong sense of respon-
sibility to my community (and my two 
sons who were born during my �rst and 
second terms) to protect and maintain 
Metchosin’s identity within the CRD as a 
sustainable rural community.

Marie-Térèse 
LITTLE

Candidate for Mayor
District of Metchosin

I am a long-term Vancouver Islander. My 
parents created a rural farm-lifestyle for 
their children in Cedar, near Ladysmith. 
Educational and professional opportu-
nities temporarily took me away, but I 
always intended to return. 

My husband, daughter and I settled 
in Metchosin in 2005. We soon became 
community volunteers promoting the 
preservation of green spaces, working 
on new trails and always �ghting to 
maintain Metchosin as a rural sanctu-
ary on an increasingly urbanized island. 
It has been an honour to serve you, as a 
Councillor for four years. Now, it’s time 
to run for Mayor of Metchosin.

My candidacy for Mayor is founded 
on 3 key goals: 
1. Accountable governance.

�e Local Government Act, 
Community Charter, O�cial 

Community Plan and Land Use by-
laws provide frameworks on how we 
should govern and set our priorities. 
We should adhere to these.

2. Long-term strategic planning and 
�nancial stability.

We have chosen to keep our popula-
tion low - giving a smaller tax base. 
Consequently, there are fewer dol-
lars to invest in road construction, 
purchasing land for parks and bu�er 
zones and other local improvements. 
Now, with increased population, we 
face an unbudgeted ~$1.1 million per 
year expenditure for shared policing. 
Strategic �scal planning could have 
anticipated this expense. 
  We need to enforce existing munic-
ipal bylaws; particularly, land use and 
those that promote a safe, secure, and 
peaceful community with low taxes.

3. Promote Sustainable Agriculture.
Protect farmland and provide sup-

port for farmers.
Frequently, over my tenure as a 

Councillor, too much business has been 
conducted in camera. If elected mayor, 
I will change this practice. 

Municipal government is where “the 
rubber meets the road.” A mayor and 
council must be responsive and timely. 
I have always listened to our constituents 
and always will.

To face the inevitable changes oc-
curring both globally and in our own 
backyard, we need to change how we do 
business. I pledge to lead by example and 
collaboration and place Metchosin on a 
secure and steady path for the future. 

It would be my honour to serve you as 
the next Mayor of Metchosin.

Contact: 
mtlittle@mt4mayor.org 
https://mt4mayor.org/  
250.508.8756

Below are the two candidates running for the position of 
mayor in Metchosin’s 2022 Municipal election.
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The Quasi-Annual Apple 
Bee Festival Returns!

Derek Wulff

� e Metchosin Pomological Society is back 
with the quasi-annual Apple Bee Festival 
event on October 2 from 11:30am to 
3:00pm. It will be a fun fall day celebrating 
all things applelicious and bee-mazing from 
our local community. 

� ere will be apple cider making – with 
tasting of course, and applesauce making 
(and testing!) and caramel apple making 
(with more testing of course) – and you can 
even make your own apple pie (with the 

gracious help of our local Girl Guides) with 
pie shells from the Royal Bay Bakery.

� ere are also those other activities we 
do with apples, such as hurling them with 
locally made medieval siege engines like 
catapults and ballistas, and learning more 
about apple tree pruning from local expert 
Peter Michaux.

� e highlight for many is the apple iden-
ti� cation, and expert Glenda Barr will be on 
hand to help you identify that apple you’ve 
always enjoyed but forgotten the name of. 
We will have a tasting tent providing taste 
testing of a wide variety of local heritage 
apples, so bring your mystery apple and put 
our experts to work – and bring some for 
the community to taste! � e coolest table in 
Metchosin!

On the bee side we will have a demon-
stration hive with live bees, and extracting 
demonstrations – in case you have never 
seen how we get honey from the hives, and 
tasting local honey – of course!

A classic fall event celebrating all things 
apple where you can learn about ways to 
crush, spin, eat, drink, bake and throw 
them! It is also a farmer’s market day – so 
you can get a wide range of locally pro-
duced food and products. 

Most activities are free, but there is a 
small fee for making the apple pie, and 
for the treats in the tea room. For more 
information call the Community House at 
250-478-5155.

Dogs narrowly missing rediscovering the 
theory of gravity. Derek Wulff photo

trudyspiller.ca  |  trudyspiller@shaw.ca

For more info:
Call 250-882-7353 @spiller_trudyTrudy Spiller’s 

Education Page

10 years SD62 Role Model
Vision of open, transparent and 

accountable governance
Passionate about inclusion and 

mental health of students and staff

SPILLER

ELECT

Your advocate 
for inclusiveness 

and diversity

SD62 School 
Trustee

Authorized by Bill Spiller, Financial Agent 250-882-7482

� e Muse Traveller

In the best traditions of the Muse Traveller, Carla Smir� tt peruses a copy 
at the Trans Canada Trail Monument in Tuktoyaktuk, Northwest Territories 

on the Arctic Ocean. Gary Smir� tt photo

ELECT 
 Eric White for Metchosin City 

Council 
A farmer for a responsibly rural Metchosin 

For more information call:  

250-812-8298 

Or email:  

electericwhite@gmail.com
Authorized by Eric White, Financial Office 250-812-8298 B
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!

Busy bees at the 2019 Apple Bee Festival. Joan Johnston photo
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School District Election
Metchosin lies in the Belmont Zone of the Sooke School District (School District 62) 
which also includes Colwood, Highlands and Langford. � e second zone, the Milnes 
Landing Zone, includes Port Renfrew and Sooke.

Four trustees are to be elected in the Belmont Zone where the candidates are: Cendra 
Beaton, Mary P. Brooke, Russ Chipps, Dominique Jacobs, Christine Lervold, Ravi Parmar 
and Trudy Spiller. � ree trustees are to be elected in the Milnes Landing Zone where the 
candidates are: Amanda Dowhy, Murielle Lagacé, Candace Marie Linde, Ebony Logins, 
Philip Ney, Veronica Pemberton and Allison Watson.
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Judith van Manen

“What about the garden?” I ques-
tioned one of the directors of the 
Museum Board as we entered 
the old one-room schoolhouse. 
�e once �ourishing garden ap-
peared abandoned and dismal. �e 
50-year-old juniper donated by the 
1972 Garden Club looked forlorn, 
forgotten. “Great you should ask,” 
he said, “the renovated schoolhouse 
is being repurposed to become a 
genuine school museum and will 
need a new garden. You are a new 
director, so are you willing to take 
this on?” 

�us began the challenge to 
create a garden to �t the restored 
1872 schoolhouse. A plan was 
proposed dividing the project into 
three rather simple phases: prepara-
tion, construction, and planting. A 
Board presentation was developed 
to secure a starting budget and 
next, the quest began for volunteer 
members of a garden design expert 
team who would be willing to 
contribute their talents, knowledge, 
energy, and time.

First needed was Peter Michaux, 
a local arborist with a life-long 
background in horticulture and a 
career that began in the forests of 
Jasper. We began by cleaning up 

the site, eradicating invasive spe-
cies, pruning three large, neglected 
trees, and planting two ailing heri-
tage rhododendrons that had been 
sitting atop the soil for over a year, 
forgotten. 

Isabel Tipton, who had par-
ticipated in the creation of the �rst 
landscape at the museum 50 years 
ago, gave enthusiastic encourage-
ment and suggestions. In reminisc-
ing about the ornamental garden 
and the demise of many plants, 
Isabel suggested we might want to 
consider a native garden. �e seed 
was sown – a native teaching garden.

We are very aware that our na-
tive plants are a de�ning feature of 
this beautiful and unique area of 
the world that is called Metchosin. 

We now had a vision for the 
garden. Katy Nelson, our local 
native plant expert who tends both 
the Community House Garden and 
Moralea’s Meadow, joined the team. 
About the same time, artist and 
designer Joanne Parker Robertson 
of Green Heron Studios o�ered her 
talents and skills in both design 
and gardening ideas. 

A�er much research and discus-
sion, a landscape design emerged. 
�e original garden site was very 
tiny. But adjacent to the garden area 
was an unused small piece of land 

that was begging to be included in 
the project. We settled on six beds 
and started the process of annexing 
the small parcel of land border-
ing the tall Laurel hedge. With 
Councillor Little’s support, we 
approached Council with our plan. 
By mid-December, the land was 
ours. Richard Jones of Richard’s 
Landscaping used his expert Bobcat 
skills to remove the old remnants 
of a hedge and dilapidated fence, 
create a berm, and excavate huge 
chunks of concrete from the site. 
Suddenly, the naked garden became 
exposed for all to see. 

Phase two included pathways, 
patio, pergola, and seating area 
development as well as the surpris-
ing window art with creative input 
from Joanne, and featuring the 
paving ideas and skilled work of 
David at Abbey Road Landscaping. 
�ey were able to dig up, repurpose 
and incorporate the over one-
hundred-year old Baker bricks into 
the hardscape. Behind the scenes, 
the team discussed plant selection 
based on growing conditions and 
plant availability. Katy Nelson has 
personally contributed countless 
plants, and both the Metchosin 
Foundation and Metchosin Garden 
Club made signi�cant donations for 
plant acquisition as did Royal Oak 

Burial Park and Down to Earth 
Nursery and Landscaping. 

A highly valued member of our 
team is graphic artist Bonnie Farris 
who designed both our “What is 
a Native Plant” and “Pollinators 
at Work” signs. Her tireless work, 
guidance, assistance with the 
window art and her always ready 
availability to give prompt advice 
is making this museum landscape 
and teaching project possible and 
successful. To top it o�, Ed McLean 
has won our hearts with his authen-
tic white picket fence. 

A�er Wade’s Irrigation kindly 
installed an irrigation system, we 
began phase three: planting. As 
of July 1, we have planted over 40 
di�erent native plant species in 
our garden. Fall is an important 
time to plant bulbs so we will have 
an abundance of Fawn Lilies and 
Camas in the spring. A garden is 
a work in progress and there will 
be changes to enjoy as the seasons 
come and go. 

At this point we wish to thank 
all the friends, volunteers and the 
companies who have contributed 
their ideas, time, and signi�cant 
gi�s in the form of gratis work do-
nations to make this garden of the 
Metchosin Schoolhouse Museum 
project successful.

The Old Schoolhouse Garden and How It Changed

Right: Bonnie 
Farris’ Native 

Plant sign.

Far right:
Katy Nelson and 

the Pollinator 
sign designed by 

Bonnie Farris.

All photos on these pages 
by Judith van Manen.

Gumweed (Grindelia strica) plant bed.

Looking over the garden beds to the School Museum.

Path, plant bed and Ed McLean’s picket fence.

The garden before we started.

Left: Peter Micheaux  
enjoying stump removal.

Richard Jones’s landscaping Bobcat in action.

Wade’s Irrigation installation.

The Garden open for Festivus.
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SERVICES INCLUDE 
REMOVAL

PRUNING 

CHIPPING

HEDGE MAINTENANCE

QUALIFIED TREE RISK ASSESSMENTS (TRAQ)

B.C. FIRESMART HOME ASSESSMENTS

WILDLIFE TREE ASSESSMENTS

DANGER TREE ASSESSMENTS

250 474 7993
ospreytrees@shaw.ca

Osprey Tree Service is a team of qualified arborists and 
forestry professionals who have been working in BC forests 
for over 35 years.  Our collective knowledge and extensive 

resources mean that there is no job too big or too challenging 
for us to take on!

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY

ISA, ITA & TRAQ 
Certified Arborist

DO YOUR SHOES FIT

PROPERLY?

www.frontrunners.ca

123-755 Goldstream Rd.

Stop by for a FREE shoe fitting with a Fit Expert at 
Frontrunners Langford in Goldstream Village.

Charge Your Ride to 
Fight Climate Change
CRD Environmental Services

Transportation accounts for more than half of our community’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. Transitioning from fossil-fueled vehi-
cles to electric or low-emission alternatives is essential to reducing 
our carbon pollution and �ghting climate change.

An increasing number of electric vehicle (EV) and electric 
bicycle (e-bike) options are now available – and there are lots of 
reasons why you should switch to electric transportation, includ-
ing saving money on commutes, reducing carbon pollution, and 
improving your health and �tness.

Here are two simple ways you can learn and explore EVs and 
e-bikes:

• Attend a free test drive and ride event to test out an EV or an 
e-bike and get your questions answered by experts.

• Learn about rebates and resources available to help get you 
started on electrifying your ride.
To �nd more information about events, rebates and everything 

there is to know about transitioning to electric vehicles please 
visit www.crd.bc.ca/charge.

Say Goodbye to the 
Dog Days of Summer!

Charlie and Maia out for a run, ears flapping in the wind. Ina Vanderwereld photo

Greg Dow
SFCA

www.dowwneart.com

I am happy to announce the opening of my new studio. 
Metchosin Arts & Cultural Centre

4495 Happy Valley Road, Room 1028, Metchosin

To mark the opening, there will be an exhibition
of my work in the centre’s POV Gallery

October 1st - November 30, 2022.
TTuesday - Sunday 11am - 4pm

Drop-in studio visits are welcome by chance
or appointment. Please feel free to contact me. 

I will regularly have new work on hand. 

Gold Medal Winner, Federation of Canadian Artists 2022 Signature Exhhibition, Vancouver

greg@dowwneart.com 
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Working
for our 
community

Hon. Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd   1 2018-04-12   2:26 PM

Hedging & 
Special Orders

OPEN 8:30 am to 4:00 pm Tues to Sat
Closed Sundays, Mondays and most Statutory Holidays

3459 Luxton Road, Langford
250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca

Proud 
to serve 
Esquimalt–
Saanich–
Sooke

Randall Garrison, MP 
#2–50 Burnside Road West, Victoria, BC  V9A 1B5

250-405-6550   
Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca
www.RandallGarrison.ndp.ca  

RG-MetchMuse-standingad-2112.indd   1 2021-12-17   2:28 PM

MY-CHOSENCafé

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

250-474-2333

Come in and experience our 
quaint country atmosphere 
and our hearty portions of 
great home-cooked foods!

MY-CHOSEN 

PIZZA
Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays 

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays 

Pickup after noon, 
delivery after 4pm

250-474-5576

Rough Voice 
Singers to Resume 
in October
Dale Morrison

In October, the infamous musi-
cians from the Metchosin Rough 
Voice Singers will be singing 
their favourite tunes as we make a 
grand return to the well-attended 
get togethers.

Our starting night will be 
Tuesday, October 11, from 7:00 to 
9:00pm at St. Mary’s Metchosin 
church. � is location is a great 
venue for singing as it allows 
space between the individual 
singers as well as the musicians. 
We are so fortunate to be part-
nered with St. Mary’s Metchosin.  

Our musicians will include 
all the well known musical talent 
including Sharie Epp, Lois Wiens, 
Kym and Charles, Richard and 
Ken, and Mervin. Other guest 
musicians will be joining us later 
in the season!

Please save the date on your 
calendar. Looking forward to 
seeing all the previous members 
of the Metchosin Rough Voice 
Singers as well as some new 
folks. All are welcome. Masks are 
optional.

For more information, email 
Dale Morrison, bdalemorrison@
outlook.com.

All the Happenings 
at ArtPod This Fall
Elaine Hughes

Lots happening at ArtPod this 
month. Our latest show just 
started on September 30, so come 
on in this month to see Ekphrasis: 
Art Across Forms. For this show, 
we decided to take some artis-
tic liberties with the concept of 
ek phrasis. Primarily used as a 
literary term involving the vivid 
written description of a painting, 
it has occasionally been reversed 
to include paintings based on 
poetry or prose. Using this as our 
inspiration, we have on exhibit 
a more broadly themed show 
involving art across forms; in 
short, artwork that was inspired 
by di� erent media. Ekphrasis will 
be in the main gallery Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 11:00am 
to 4:00pm until November 20. 
� ere will also be a Zoom open-
ing for the show on Saturday, 
October 15 at 7:00 pm; details and 
the Zoom link are available on 
Facebook and our website.

Also new at ArtPod are our 
Life Drawing and Portrait drop-in 
sessions on Tuesday mornings. 
� ey run from 10:00am to noon 
and are open on a � rst come, � rst 

served basis for artists of any 
level of experience. � ere will 
be a live nude model. � e cost 
of each session is $10 per session 
(cash) payable on the date(s) you 
attend. � e sessions will be held 
in the upstairs DIY studio of the 
Metchosin Arts and Cultural 
Centre; sorry this area is only 
accessible via stairs. � ere is no 
instruction during these sessions. 
For additional information please 
contact Janet at janet@seastar 
images.com. 

Participants in our online 
Monday portrait group will be 
happy to know that they are 
welcome to attend the Tuesday 
Life Drawing sessions if they 
would enjoy doing portraits of 
a live model. However, for those 
that wish to continue doing their 
portrait painting and drawing 
online, we will carry on with the 
online format as well. As has been 
the case for the past two years, 
photos will be sent out weekly and 
submissions will be collected for 
posting on Facebook. � e online-
only group is a free activity open 
to all levels of artist, in all media. 
For additional information, please 
contact Diana at dimark@shaw.ca.

During the month of October 
we will also be having a workshop 
in the gallery by Yvonne Blomer, 
https://www.yvonneblomer.com/. 
Yvonne is an award-winning 
writer and past poet laureate and, 
drawing upon the art that is on 
exhibit in the fall show, she will be 
doing a workshop on ekphrastic 
poetry (i.e., poetry that describes 
works of visual art). � e work-
shop is planned for � ursday, 
October 6 from 7:00 to 9:00pm. 
Further details and registration 
links using Eventbrite are avail-
able on our website and Facebook 
page or by going to https://www.
eventbrite.ca/e/417788896837. 
Cost is $50 plus a small Eventbrite 
fee of $4.06. 

Last but not least, mark your 
calendars! Our annual Mighty 
Fine sale and show, featuring 
small � ne art pieces, will be back 
this year, with both returning 
and new artists to see. � e event 
will open on Friday, November 25 
and will continue during our 
usual gallery hours of Friday/
Saturday/Sunday, 11:00am to 
4:00pm through December 18, 
with additional hours December 
21 through 24. 

Life drawing classes offered at Metchosin ArtPod this fall. Drawing and photo by Janet Moore.

Wind down 
after voting!
Philip Manning is giving a con-
cert in Metchosin on October 
15. See Classi� ed Ads, p. 18, for 
details.

We ♥ Locals
The Metchosin Muse !
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Stuck in a Rut – Slow Down for Deer

Erin Ryan, BC SPCA’s Wild ARC

Have you spotted deer acting a little weird, 
and wondered what they were up to? � e 
short answer is that the deer are stuck in a 
rut! Or rather, it’s rutting season. 

Mid-October to December is the annual 
mating or ‘rutting’ season for deer. During 
this time, male deer (bucks) become more 
interested in female deer (does), and will 
compete for their attention. � is means 
they will show more aggression to other 
males – perceiving them as competition – 
and will o� en challenge and � ght other 
males. During rutting season, you might 
see deer rubbing their antlers on trees, 
scraping the ground with their hooves, or 
see deer pushing each other around.

Unfortunately, as the rutting season 
peaks, so does the number of vehicle-deer 
collisions. � is is because deer tend to be 
more active at night during this time, espe-
cially at dawn and dusk. Deer are focused 
on � nding a mate, and can be less aware of 
their surroundings, or they may be moving 
quickly to � nd a mate or run from a domi-
nant male.

During this time, drive carefully, and 
watch for deer. When you see one deer, 
slow down and watch for others, because 
another deer (or more!) may be close be-
hind. You can try honking your horn with 
long blasts, which may help to frighten 
them away from your vehicle. If you see 
deer when you are outside, give them 
plenty of space – they may feel threat-
ened by close quarters and see humans as 
a rival or a danger during this sensitive 
time. Don’t feed deer at any time of year. 
� is causes them to become habituated to 
humans, and they are more likely to show 
aggression towards people or be involved in 
vehicle collisions.

Unfortunately, wildlife rehabilitators 
can’t o� en help injured adult deer, as they 
are too highly stressed to keep in a captive 
setting. Wild animals don’t know when 
we’re trying to help them. To them, we’re 
a dangerous predator threatening their 
lives – and they will do whatever it takes to 
try to escape. Even when injured, they can 
be very dangerous because of their size and 
strength. If you can approach an injured 
adult deer and they don’t run away, they 
are likely too badly injured to survive. Call 
your local RCMP or Conservation O�  cer 
Service 1-877-952-7277 (RAPP) to hu-
manely euthanize an injured adult deer.

� ankfully, Wild ARC is able to care for 
sick, injured or orphaned deer fawns – rec-
ognizable by their spots and smaller size. 
Deer fawns begin to arrive at Wild ARC 
in late spring, o� en orphaned as the result 
of their mum being hit by a car, or injured 
by o� -leash dogs. However, fawns are also 
regularly le�  on their own while mum is 
out foraging, and sometimes these healthy 
babies are mistakenly brought in to the 
centre by concerned citizens. Wild ARC 
rehabilitators help reunite these babies with 
their mums, making sure that the fawns 
who remain in care at the centre are truly 
in need of help.  

Fawns in care usually spend a few 
months in our specialized deer pens before 
they’re ready for life in the wild. While 
growing, they receive a specialized formula 
to mimic the nutrients of their moth-
ers’ milk. Once bottle feeding is over, the 
fawns continue with hands-o�  treatment 
to ensure they don’t become habituated to 
people. � e fawns move through di� erent 
enclosures, each designed for a di� erent 
stage of the fawns’ development. Injured 
yearling deer can also be cared for in these 
natural, but contained, areas. We’re happy 
to report that the last of the summer’s deer 
fawns were recently released back where 
they were found. 

��������������������������������������
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METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
“Sustaining arts and contemporary culture where most of us experience it.”

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE 
4495 Happy Valley Road – ��������������������������

metchosinartcentre.ca

Shaping Spirit Studio
Room #1034: 
etsy.com/shapingspirit.
Shiloh Music
Room #1033: 
shilohmusicstudio.com
Do It Yourself (DIY) 
Community Art Studio
Room #2001: 
metchosinartcentre.ca
MACCA O�  ce
Room #1036: 
info@metchosinart
centre.ca

Point Of View 
(POV@MACC) 
exhibition spaces
MACCA coordinator 
Art Brendon 
ab@islandnet.com
Greg Dow Studio
Room #1028:
greg@gregdow.ca
Edison College Canada 
Faculty of Fine Arts 
Room #1030: 
spati@edisoncollege.ca

Huber Studio – 
� e Written Word 
and Functional Art
Room #2007: 
charlahuber.com
Metchosin ArtPod
Room #1031: 
metchosinartpod.ca
Metchosin Seniors 
Resource Centre (SRC)
Room #1047: 
metchosin seniors.ca

Featured artist for October and November is painter Greg Dow. 
His powerful works are beautiful, bright, crystal clear, sophisticated images that 
tell a story that only the viewer can interpret. Held in the Main Hallway Gallery, 

this show is a “must see”. Greg will be working in his new studio Room #1028 
on a daily basis so the main doors will be open.

Point of View (POV) Curated Shows:
Main Hallway Gallery: magic realism of Greg Dow’s beautiful and unique paintings. 
Portrait Wall Gallery: Monday Portrait Group plus a new section of children’s art.
West Wing Gallery will begin showing Edison College’s Fall 2022 student works. 

Upstairs Gallery: beautifully painted impressionistic pieces by Art Brendon.
View Fridays to Sundays 11:00 am to 4:00 pm plus whenever the 

Art Centre doors are open.

Attention young artists ages One through Twelve:
MACCA has set aside an area to show off your creations – paintings, drawings, 
photographs – fi nger paint, water colours, poster paint, felt pens, colored pen-

cils, chalk, printed cell phone images – use your imagination! Have your art work 
dropped off at the MACCA Offi ce during Wednesday Offi ce hours or leave them in 
the kitchenette area with your age and contact information attached. Our curator 

will frame the art and display it in the hallway gallery. 

New Street Art in Metchosin: 
Wander past the Metchosin Arts and Cultural Centre and view the newest instal-
lation. A bright, welcoming, original “parking lot painting” has taken shape on the 

asphalt outside the main entrance, created in acrylics, by Art Brendon.

The Muse endeavours to promote respectful 
and open dialogue in the community and aims to 

interest a broad cross-section of the residents 
of Metchosin and Beecher Bay.

Bucks butting heads. 
Debbie Thiessen photo

Deer fawn released from Wild ARC. Wild ARC photo
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Welcome Back to Pearson 
College and What It Means
Craig Davis, President and Head of 
Pearson College UWC

� is year marks six decades from 
the founding of the � rst United 
World College in Wales. On 21 
September, UWC Day, we and the 
entire UWC mark the 60th an-
niversary of the movement. With 
Pearson’s � rst students arriving in 
Metchosin in 1974, we are argu-
ably the second oldest of the 18 
United World Colleges. 

During our training sessions, 
we spent time locating ourselves, 
discussing identity, our mul-
tiple mixed heritages, complex 
personal journeys, and how, for 
many, we do not identify with 
nation states but perhaps with 
peak experiences, food, art, sport, 
and ultimately connections and 
friendships. 

� is is the strength of our 
place here at Pearson, a com-
munity of friendships that last a 
lifetime and transcend ethnicity, 
nationality or any other “…ity.” 
� is will be a lifetime home you 
can return to throughout your 
life, just as it was for many alumni 
who returned this summer to 
celebrate reunions.

Listening to alumni stories was 
inspirational. � eir work: serving 
global peace, con� ict resolution, 
sustainability, climate action, 
refugee support, giving back to 
their communities and global 
causes – all because they began 
that work cultivating a giving 
mindset while at Pearson. Many 
of them said tackling complex 
global political crises was simple 
a� er having successfully negoti-
ated dorm room manifestoes or 
resolving residence house con-
� icts or cleaning duty rosters!

� ey said you can’t serve the 
United Nations or Parliament if 
you haven’t � rst served each other 
food in the kitchen – you cannot 
solve the global climate crisis if 
you cannot � rst e� ectively recycle 
on campus or grow your own 
vegetables in the greenhouse!

Meeting the challenges of liv-
ing together in this place provides 

the foundation for great work 
later. It’s because, as alumni told 
me, living together creates an 
appreciation of complexity and 
depth. We learn new things about 
each other beyond our “o�  cial” 
national, ethnic or gender identi-
ties or job titles.

� is is the history of Pearson 
College and UWC – the forging 
of community in the service of 
others whether that is in Kenya, 
as some of you did with the KULE 
Foundation this past summer, 
or more locally through your 
service jobs on campus and in 
Metchosin and other South Island 
communities. 

We learned during 
SENĆOTEN language train-
ing that the Salmon People of 
the Sc’ianew First Nation means 
working together – just as the 
salmon are known for assembling 
together for collective wellbeing. 
� is is the kind of deeper learning 
we gain from engaging with our 
Indigenous neighbours and learn-
ing their language and the deeper 
truths beneath the surface.

Deeper conversations that 
re� ect the mission and values 
of Pearson are diametrically 
opposed to the echo chambers 
of social media:  the dopamine-
drilled outrage of YouTube 
comments or WhatsApp groups, 

the forced combative Twitter 
exchanges or simpli� ed TikTok 
reels. Here, we insist on complex-
ity, nuance, detail and collective 
responsibility.

So, make sure you fully engage 
in community. Attend every class, 
every Village Gathering, every 
Global A� airs session, every CAS 
session, every house and room 
meetings, every kitchen duty, ev-
ery advisory session, every CORE 
lesson, every service commitment. 
Not just showing up but contrib-
uting authentically. It is truly a 
privilege to be here, a once in a 
lifetime opportunity, so please 
recognise that full community 
commitment is a must.

We are a movement committed 
to fostering international peace 
and con� ict resolution, intercul-
tural connection, environmental 
sustainability and global equity 
right here in Metchosin, right here 
on the traditional territory of the 
Sc’ianew and Coast Salish peo-
ples. � ank you and best wishes 
for a fun and ful� lling year!

Editor’s note: � is is an edited 
abridgement of Craig Davis’s 
address to returning Pearson 
College students. We thought it 
deserved the wider audience of 
Muse readers.

End of the Season
Johnny Carline

� e Metchosin Cricket Club ended its season on 
August 28 when the Cougars went down to defeat 
in the Victoria and District semi-� nals, losing to a 
superb Islanders team. � e � nal, played two weeks 
later, saw the Islanders very nearly upset the hitherto 
unbeaten and dominant Albion team which sur-
passed the Islanders total with only � ve balls le�  to 
play in the match.

� ough disappointed, the Cougars can be proud 
that they reached the semi-� nals for the second 
year in a row a� er many years outside the playo� s. 
Metchosin can be proud that this club continues to 
set the example for sportsmanship and honouring 
the spirit of this magni� cent global sport. In my 
view, they are second to none in these categories.

But it is now bats down and shovels up, as the 
players transform themselves into construction 
workers to replace and upgrade the main playing 
strip and install two practice pitches, known as 
nets. � e latter will greatly improve the e�  ciency 
of practices, especially for younger players who will 
be spared the waste of time and energy in tracking 
down errant balls as they learn to bowl.

� e club continues to grow the game, now hav-
ing four teams: the weekend Cougars, the midweek 
Mackerels, a Junior team in a small league organized 
largely by past and present Cougars, and “occa-
sional” over 40’s team playing diplomatic friendly 
matches. 

Go to www.metchosincricket.com to see photos 
of the Cougars, Mackerels and Junior teams.

Saanich and Cowichan Valley Wine Tours
Brew and Spirits Tours
Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers
Christmas Light Tours and Safe Event Transportation
Gift Certificates • A Perfect Gift!

BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year

L I M O U S I N E S
“... it's how you get there."“... it's how you get there."

250-391-9000
www.lalimo.ca       info@lalimo.ca

Brew and Spirits Tours
Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers
Christmas Light Tours and Safe Event Transportation
Gift Certificates • A Perfect Gift!
Christmas Light Tours and Safe Event Transportation

250-391-9000
www.lalimo.ca       info@lalimo.ca

Introducing our new Audi eTron electric vehicles!

Saanich and Cowichan Valley Wine Tours

Christmas Light Tours and Safe Event Transportation

BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year

Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers
Christmas Light Tours and Safe Event TransportationChristmas Light Tours and Safe Event Transportation

250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional, 

courteous care.

Your pets… our family

Caring for pets in the Westshore 
since 1981.  We are proud to be 

members of this growing 
community.

                  Phone cards • Movie rentals • 
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat 

and fruit pies • Bakery items •  Fresh produce and 
cut flowers • Hardware and Grocery •         

• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coffee • 
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm

Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm

VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax:  250-478-2405

Craig Davis, President and Head of Pearson College UWC. 
Pearson College UWC photo

The Campbell River team 
provided a wonderful post-
match pizza dinner on July 16, 
after the Metchosin Cougars 
won by 12 runs. 
Club website photo
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www.westmontschool.ca   |   T: 250.474.2626   |   info@westmontschool.ca

We are committed to academic excellence in a caring learning environment.

dynamic  •  independent  •  connected

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
for the 22/23 school year.

Placements available for grades 4-12!

CRD Walks in Metchosin 
and East Sooke
Come out to enjoy some CRD Walks this fall!
October 2022

Slugs and Slime • Guided Walk • All ages • 
Oct 2, 1:30pm-3:00pm • Metchosin, 
Devonian Regional Park 
Exploring Indigenous Perspectives • Self-guided 
Walk • All ages • Oct 22, 1:30pm-3:00pm 
• Metchosin, Witty’s Lagoon Regional Park

Subject to change; check www.crd.bc.ca/about/events

To preregister for these walks please visit: 
https://crdregionalparks.perfectmind.com

Touched by the Muse
Andreas Strasser, PhD Student, 
German Department, Princeton 
University, New Jersey, USA

Late in August, I found the two 
volumes � e Best of the Muse 
while roaming through the gi�  
store at My-Chosen Café. I came 
to Metchosin for a wedding. 
Having seen some images of the 
beautiful landscape, I was very 
excited to not only see a loving 
group of family and friends com-
ing together to form a new kind of 
community, but also to see some 
of the stunning surroundings. 
What I did not expect to � nd was 
a literary treasure trove of stories 
� lled with life in this idyllic 
setting.

I arrived at Metchosin from an 
extended stay in Minnesota where 
I was introduced to the writings 
and shows of Garrison Keillor, 
such as his “Lake Wobegon.” � e 
Metchosin Muse reminded me 
of these sympathetic, but also 
critical, depictions of a rural 
community. 

Coming from Germany, 
I know that small communi-
ties – especially those located 
in breath-taking landscapes 
and sceneries – can be prone to 
projecting an idealized image 
of themselves. Maybe they have 
to do so in order to maintain 
themselves as small communities 
against the large uprooting forces 
of our world today. � e question 
is whether they relate to these 
ideals in a self-conscious way; a 
way that neither covers up the 
very real con� icts that emerge, 
even in small communities, nor 
generalizes their own particular 
experience blinding themselves 
to negative or positive change 
(of the landscape, of new people 
arriving, of the climate). If any 
community mistakes itself for the 
world, it risks perceiving anything 

or anyone foreign as a threatening 
‘Other.’ Against this tendency, a 
local magazine can provide a me-
dium to re� ect on the particular 
way even the smallest community 
is a part of the world. 

When I read the Metchosin 
Muse’s two volumes of col-
lected articles, one of the � rst 
thoughts that came to my mind 
was that it exactly ful� lls this 
function: to mediate the ideal 
image of an idyllic small-town 
life with the reality of con� ict-
ing expectations, fears, and 
hopes and the changes of people 
and land. Stories like “True-
life Confession of a Metchosin 
Gardening Gi� ” by Paul Moss or 
reports such as Jo Mitchell’s “Tom 
Dunwoody Retires from the Fire 
Department” show the worldli-
ness of rural life without any 
provincial closed-mindedness, 
but with the kind of subtle irony 
which arises from sympathy and 
belonging. 

As I understand the foreword 
to the � rst volume, the Muse
has been founded a� er what it 
says was “a turbulent period in 

Metchosin’s political history.” 
I hope it succeeded not so much 
in simply dissolving whatever 
those con� icts might have been, 
but rather in transforming the 
energy of those con� icts into the 
pleasure of reading, writing, and 
conversing that allows a commu-
nity to reinvent itself, also as a fo-
rum of political debate. I wish the 
Muse many engaged readers and 
proli� c writers for many years to 
come, as well as an everlasting 
well of fascination with the small 
pleasantries and curiosities of life 
in Metchosin.

Andreas Strasser, visiting from Princeton University, has high praise 
for the Muse. Margaret Reid photoNew Playground Is 

Open for Metchosin 
Families!
Ev Kolesnikova, Westmont Montessori.

In Spring 2022, members of the Westmont Montessori community 
came together and made a signi� cant contribution to build a new 
playground at Westmont School, not just for the children in the 
school, but for everyone in the Metchosin community!

KinsolPlay, a local ethical business, was chosen for the project. 
� ey design sustainable, nature-based playground equipment that 
supports social interaction and creativity. All the wood came from 
sustainably harvested forestry sites here in BC. � is new play-
ground is intended to help children explore their physical environ-
ments through balancing, jumping, climbing, swinging and sliding. 
Learning to take incremental risks and experiencing the joy of over-
coming obstacles is an essential part of early-childhood development. 
Kinsol play equipment is designed to support this type of self-led 
exploration, with features that are suitable for di� erent age groups 
from 18-months to teens (moms and dads welcome too). 

We thank our Westmont Montessori families for coming together 
to make this project happen over the past few months, and we are 
happy to welcome everyone in the Metchosin community to enjoy 
this brand-new nature-based playground with your child!

The new playground at Westmont Montessori. 
Evgenia Kolesnikova photo

Metchosin Foundation AGM
Valerie Jaeger

Water Always Wins was the title of the keynote 
presentation at the Metchosin Foundation’s AGM, 
September 7. Erica Gies, author of the bestselling 
book by the same name, gave a talk at once sober-
ing yet hopeful, spiritual yet practical and always 
enthralling. While the vision of the Metchosin 
Foundation (MF) is ‘Healthy lands and waters – the 
foundation for a healthy community’, the work of 
the foundation has focused to a great extent on land. 

� e introduction to what Gies calls the ‘Slow 
Water Movement’ was well received by the 33 mem-
bers and supporters in attendance. Surviving in a 
time of drought and deluge will require less push 
to control water and more understanding of what 
it is that water really wants, because water always 
wins. Examples of � nding ways to slow down the 
movement of water and thereby increase the time 
during which water is available downstream were 
discussed: improving the hyporheic zones* of urban 
streams forced underground, reintroducing beavers 
whose activity raises water tables and decreases 
downstream � ooding, and learning from Indigenous 
people in Peru who enable water to more e� ectively 
enter the underground aquifer.

Promises were made to continue the exchange of 
ideas and Erica’s website (https://slowwater.world/) 
now has a link on the MF website.

Turning to Foundation business, this year the 
MF said a sad good-bye to Nicole Lalonde, who had 
completed her term as treasurer. Nicole has sup-
ported the MF since its inception in many capaci-
ties – bookkeeper, supporter, director, treasurer, and 
mentor. A� er working alongside Nicole for a year, 
Mairi MacKinnon has agreed to take on many of the 
bookkeeping responsibilities for the MF and we are 
most grateful.

In February, we welcomed Heloise Nicholl to 
the board. She has been a wonderful addition and 
her appointment was formally rati� ed at this AGM. 
Heloise gave her perspective on being part of the MF 

and on why she is one of such a small demographic, 
a young mother, who volunteers. She urged people of 
all ages to volunteer for something they believed in, 
but clearly voiced that challenges facing her genera-
tion make it almost impossible for its members to 
volunteer at all, anywhere. � e message was pro-
found and moving, and a resounding call to us in 
Metchosin as a community. 

� e Foundation has had a wonderful year. 2021 
saw the historic signing of the Standstill Agreement 
by Sc’ianew First Nation and other parties to explore 
the possible creation of an Indigenous Protected 
Area at Mary Hill. � e MF had provided consistent 
support for background work leading to this point 
and was honoured to speak at the signing ceremony. 
2021 was also a successful year � nancially, which al-
lowed for increased money for our scholarship recip-
ients, continuance of existing programs such as the 
Flying Insect Biomass study and the Moralea Milne 
Meadow Restoration project, and participation in 
new projects such as the Garry Oak Mycorrhizal 
Study and Butter� y Flyway projects involving school 
children and native plants. 

All of our projects, small and large, have within 
them the tension of time; our actions now are the 
basis for contributing to a better ‘later.’ 

� anks to the Foundation’s amazing group of 
directors, members, and supporters. Even while 
working within our statutory requirement to be 
apolitical, we have found results in a social landscape 
where ethics and science themselves are sometimes 
viewed as political. 

Just because something is priceless, does not 
mean that it is ethically devalued by putting a price 
on it! And so, we raise money; that is what founda-
tions do. To every donor this year – thank you! If 
anyone would like to learn more or contribute to our 
work, please go to www.metchosinfoundation.ca.

Editor’s note: hyporheic zone is a term used to 
describe the area of a streambed, bank or � ood-
plain saturated with water where stream water and 
groundwater mix.

Best of the 
Muse 

� e Best of the Muse sells for 
$25/copy and is available for 
purchase from � e Sugar 
Shack at MyChosen Café, 
Old Barn Books, and ArtPod. 
Or contact barbsawatsky@
hotmail.com for free delivery 
in Metchosin.
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Tell them you saw it in the Muse!

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA 
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044
Open: MON–FRI 
9:00am – 5:00pm

Nitrogen
Force Variance

Balancing

�����������������������������
since 1980 

Shop locally.
Beautiful

Pottery for
 

all
Occasions.

wwwww.chosinpottery.ca

‘Chosin Pottery
4283 Metchosin Rd.          250-474-2676
Please call  to arrange a time to visit .METCHOSIN COMMUNITY HOUSE

HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley RoadInfo: 250-478-5155 

mcahouse@telus.net | metchosincommunityhouse.com

HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Metchosin Community House

ONGOING 
PROGRAMMING 
Mondays

Vancouver Island Health 
Authority Adult Day 
Program – 9:00am–3:30pm. 
Contact Mobile program 
coordinator Ken Hillicke at 
250-213-2440. 

Knitting Café. � e evening 
group will meet 7:00–9:00pm 
on the � rst and third Mondays 
monthly. For more info on the 
evening group, call Heather at 
250-478-6590. Knitters of all 
levels are welcome. 

Tuesdays

Drop-In Painters Art Group.
� is friendly and supportive 
group of artists and hobby-
ists meets Tuesday morn-
ings 9:30am–12:30pm at the 
MCHouse. Everyone is welcome. 
If you would like to join the 
group, please contact Arlene at 
250-391-7905. 

Knitting Café. � e a� ernoon 
group will meet on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays monthly 
1:00–3:00pm. For more infor-
mation on the a� ernoon group, 
call Nance at 250-478-7708 a� er 
11:00am. Knitters of all levels 
are welcome. 

Wednesdays

Vancouver Island Health 
Authority Adult Day Program. 
9:00am–3:30 pm (see Monday 
for details). 

Thursdays

Weights and Measures. 8:30–
10:00am weekly. Weights and 
Measures is a new Metchosin 
weight loss and healthy lifestyle 

support group for anyone in the 
community. All Community 
House Covid safety proto-
cols observed. Contact Nan at 
250-478-7688.

Creative Rug Hooking – � e 
� rst and third � ursdays 
monthly, 10:30am–1:30pm, 
led by Sheila Stewart, certi-
� ed Instructor of Traditional 
Rug Hooking. Beginners are 
welcome but should contact 
Sheila (250-595-6406, email 
blueheronstudio@telus.net) 
to discuss needed supplies. 
Experienced rug hookers are 
invited to bring their own 
projects. Bring a bag lunch, tea 
and co� ee available. No fees but 
donation jar available to cover 
refreshment costs. 

Beginner Rug Hooking Class 
with T-Shirts, October 20 
10:30am–1:30pm. Rug hooking 
is a traditional cra�  that uses 
recycled clothing to create beau-
tiful rugs, mats, wall hangings, 
and pillows. It involves making 
a loop by pulling a strip of yarn 
or fabric through a fabric back-
ing. In this three-hour class, 
you will choose a simple design 
and fabric (supplies included 
with $25 registration). Learn 
basic methods of rug hooking. 
Additional supplies required: 
scissors, a large hoop and rug 
hook; available for use during 
class; can be purchased from 
the instructor. Sheila Stewart 
is a certi� ed Instructor of 
Traditional Rug Hooking. Call 
250-595-6406 to register. 

Fridays

Parent and Tot Program – 
9:30–11:30am. Calling all 
Metchosin tots! � e Parent and 
Tot Drop-In Program invites 

moms, dads, caregivers and 
their young children to join us 
Friday mornings for our com-
munity program. Children will 
have access to toys, books and 
cra�  opportunities. Parents will 
enjoy our relaxed and sup-
portive environment as well as 
access to parent resource library 
and opportunities to connect 
with other parents and children. 
We look forward to seeing you 
and your little ones.

Ukulele Gathering – 5:00–
6:30pm, third Friday of each 
month. Tell all your ukulele-
playing students, friends, and 
relatives! Open to community 
members of all ages and levels 
of talent. If you would like to 
join the group please contact 
Margaretha at memetopia@
shaw.ca. Bring: a ukulele, capo, 
tuner, music stand, and a few 
songs you are willing to share/
lead/teach others with appropri-
ate song sheets for others, if not 
from songbook below. Suggested 
songbook: Jumpin’ Jim’s Daily 
Ukulele (as a base resource to 
work from) if you have it. 

EVENTS
Art on the Walls: October – the 
late Doug Gilbert, in collabora-
tion with the Metchosin School 
Museum Society, compiled and 
organized a show of 18 historic 
photographs of Metchosin dat-
ing back to the early 1900s. � ey 
are hanging on the Com munity 
House walls for all to come and 
enjoy. Viewing times: Monday–
� ursday 9:00am–1:00pm. 

� e Art on the Walls pro-
gram o� ers the House as a 
wonderful venue for artists to 
show and display their works. 
For more information, please 
call 250-478-5155.

Plaques presented at the MCA Anniversary celebration to long-time and much-loved initiators of the 
organization, Jo Mitchell, Betty Hildreth and Jane Hammond. The plaques were made by Mark and 
Kathy Atherton. Allen Jones photo

Metchosin Community Association 
presents supporters with plaques
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Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship

and Education
in our

Community

Registered charity
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship

and Education
in our

Community

Registered charity
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

 Seniors’ Resource Centre
M E T C H O S I N

�����������������������������������������
1407–4495 Happy Valley Road 

250.478.5150 • info@metchosinseniors.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca

Laurie Sthamann, SRC Manager

�e Seniors’ Resource Centre is operated by the Metchosin Seniors’ Association. 
It is dedicated to helping seniors and their families with support, resources, and 
services. Our mandate is to support an age friendly community. �e Centre is 
open Tuesday through Friday from 12:00–4:00pm. 

IT’S NOT RIGHT! 
Fri., Oct. 7, 1:00–3:00 pm 
Metchosin Community House
Adult abuse is a serious problem. Neighbours, friends, and family members are 
�rst to see warning signs, but o�en don’t know what to do about it. It’s Not Right! 
is a presentation of the BC Assoc. of Community Response Networks to educate 
and engage on the issue of older adult abuse and neglect. 

FRIDAY SOCIALS
October 14 and 28, 1:00–3:00pm 
Metchosin Community House
Join us for co�ee and conversation. On the last Friday of the month, the social is 
hosted by the Baha’i of Metchosin, who o�en bring in entertainment, in addition 
to an assortment of home baked goodies! 

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION 
Wed., Oct. 26, 11:00am on Zoom
�e Metchosin Foundation formed in 2008. Its mission is to improve 
environmental protection, stewardship, and education. Chris Pratt, Morgan Yates 
and Valerie Jaeger will discuss the following: 

• Why and how the foundation was created and who supported its beginnings 
• What the foundation has accomplished
• Future goals
• Challenges and opportunities
• How residents can support it and get involved

FLU SHOTS IN METCHOSIN NOVEMBER 7 AND 8
Mark your calendars and come to the Instinct Training Centre for your free 
annual �u shot. 
Monday, November 7, 11:00 am–7:00 pm
Tuesday, November 8, 11:00 am–7:00 pm

*NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY*
�e Metchosin Fire Department, Metchosin Seniors’ Association, and Pharmacist 
Mohamed Zeid, are partnering once again to host this clinic. Please contact 
the Seniors’ Resource Centre 250-478-5150 if you need a ride. Please bring your 
government health card. Visit metchosinseniors.ca for all the details.

An Intergenerational 
Learning Collaboration
Laurie Sthamann

Westmont Montessori and Metchosin Seniors’ 
Resource Centre are again collaborating on an 
intergenerational learning project for middle 
students & adults. We are looking for ‘grown ups’ 
to participate in one or both of the projects. Should 
you be willing to take on the assignment, here is 
what you can expect:

PROJECT TECHNOLOGY
Fridays: October 7, 14 (2 weeks) 
9:40-11:15am at Westmont
Students will help adults with technology questions 
and provide help with devices, followed by a look at 
di�erences in prices of common goods across time. 
Student takeaways will be put together into a visual 
product, such as a presentation.

PROJECT WISDOM
Fridays: November 4, 18, December 2 (3 weeks) 
9:40-11:15am at Westmont
�e project uncovers what wisdom older adults 
have for middle schoolers today, with takeaways put 
together into a podcast produced by the students.

Sign up to take part in either or both projects! 
Contact Laurie at the SRC. Phone 250-478-5150 or 
email info@metchosinseniors.ca. 

Westmont and SRC are looking for adults to take part in an 
intergenerational learning program. iStock photo

Metchosin Muse 
CLASSIFIEDS

 $15 per 25 words per edition. Deadline: 15th of each month.  
Payment in advance preferably by e-transfer.  

Contact Linda at amuselinda@gmail.com 
or phone 250-590-0168.

PHILIP MANNING IN 
CONCERT�� Works for 
solo violin by J.S. Bach and 
Canadian composers.  
Saturday, October 15, 7:30pm 
at St. Mary of the Incarnation, 
4125 Metchosin Rd. Admission 
by donation. 
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Film Night – Join Us!
Dorothy Elias

Honour to Senator Murray Sinclair
Wednesday, October 19 at 7:00pm 
Metchosin Community House

�e Metchosin Learning Group 
will hold its second monthly event 
on October 19 at the Metchosin 
Community House.

We will show the NFB �lm by 
Alanis Obomsawin titled Honour 
to Senator Murray Sinclair, which 
will be followed by a discussion 
addressing questions and issues 
that arise from the �lm.

�e event is open to all and no 
registration is required. We will 
have doors open for air �ow and 
we fully respect your decisions 
about personal safety; mask wear-
ing is suggested. If you feel unwell 
the day of the event, we ask that 
you please stay home.

�is event follows the group’s 
�rst public o�ering in September, 

when the group invited Edith 
Newman, the founder of the Sooke 
group Truth for Reconciliation, to 
speak about that group’s activi-
ties and experiences. �e Sooke 
group began �ve years ago and has 
been very successful, with several 
hundred members and o�ering 
a wide range of activities such as 
�lms, book groups, discussions 

and public talks. �e Metchosin 
group thought hearing from our 
sister community was a sensible 
place to begin.

Judging from the enthusiastic 
response to the �rst event it seems 
that this initiative is timely and 
we look forward to more learning 
together. For more information 
contact dsmith2006@shaw.ca.
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RCMP Call-Outs
Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore

AUG. 10–SEPT. 6, 2022

Metchosin Fire Department:  
250-478-1307
Police (Non-Emergency): 
250-474-2264

Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032
District Office (office hours): 
250-474-3167 911 • Report a fire

• Report a crime
• Report an accident

• Save a life
• Imminent safety

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

ORGANIZATIONS
AIR CADETS
250-590-3690
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
848air@cadets.gc.ca
Facebook 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC 
250-382-2052 
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
metchosinaprm@gmail.com 
FB Metchosin APRM
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca  
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA  
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484 
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com
METCHOSIN ARTPOD
metchosinartpod@gmail.com 
metchosinartpod.ca
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL 
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca 
www.metchosinartcentre.ca 
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155 
mcahouse@telus.net  
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub
METCHOSIN EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on 
146.550. POD members can call FRS 
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1 
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com 
mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
metchosinfoundation.ca
METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424 
metchosinhall.com
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES 
COOPERATIVE (MISC)
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-391-1295
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB 
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241 
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTRE
250-478-5150,  
info@metchosinseniors.ca  
www.metchosinseniors.ca
MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION 
SOCIETY
250-642-0238

NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM 
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES 
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood 
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91, 
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary 
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL 
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org 
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY 
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999 
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org
WEST SHORE PARKS AND RECREATION
250-478-8384 
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB  
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS
BAHA’I FAITH 
250-514-1757 
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
250-727-3722 
OPEN GATE CHURCH  
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN  
Anglican Church of Canada  
250-474-4119 
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066 
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH 
OF THE SALVATION ARMY 
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca
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Important Dates & Events
Oct. 2 Apple Bee Festival  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 9
Oct. 4 All Candidates Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 3
Oct. 10 Thanksgiving
Oct. 15 Municipal Election Information . . . . . . . . . .  pp. 6–9
Oct. 19 Metchosin Learning Group Film Night . . . . . . . p. 18
Oct. 31 Drive-Thru Halloween . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 4

OTHER EVENTS:
Council Meetings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 2
Metchosin Community House Events . . . . . . . . p. 17
Seniors’ Resource Centre events  . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 18

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel

CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 4E2

Locally owned & operated since 1984

�����������������
	������

This listing is a directory of local 
organizations. Please email changes 
to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. 
Individuals, groups and organiza-
tions are invited to submit details 
on upcoming events which may 
be included in an upcoming issue. 
Deadline for submission is the 
15th of the month preceding the 
issue date.

Aug 10 Albert Head – Report of beach party with a 
�re. Fire Department attended.

Aug 11 Glen Forest Way – �e� from residence, 
suspect identi�ed. 
Devonian Park – Report of overnight 
camping in the park, male asked to depart.

Aug 12 Sooke Road – Erratic driver, patrols failed 
to locate vehicle.

Aug 13 Happy Valley Road – �e� of jewellery. 
Suspect identi�ed, investigation continuing.
Sooke Road – Single vehicle accident, roll 
over, minor injuries to driver.

Aug 14 Sooke Road – Noise complaint, loud band 
playing.
Sooke Road – Vehicle stopped for having 
no valid insurance, vehicle towed and driver 
charged.
Kangaroo Road area – Domestic dispute, 
no assault, one person asked to leave 
residence for the night.
Sooke Road  – Vehicle stopped for no valid 
insurance, towed from scene,

Aug 15 Sooke Road – Possible impaired driver, 
driver charged with having open liquor in 
the vehicle. 
Sooke Road – �e� from vehicle, catalytic 
converter stolen from vehicle. 

Aug 17 Pears Road – Mischief to private property.
Aug 18 Sooke Road – Erratic driver, vehicle not 

located. 
Lindholm Road – Two vehicle accident, one 
person taken to hospital. Driver of one of 
the vehicles charged with impaired driving 
and vehicle impounded.

Aug 19 Rocky Point Road – Abandoned vehicle.
Metchosin Road – Possible impaired driver, 
vehicle not located.

Aug 22 Pedder Bay Drive – Possible gun shots 
heard, nothing located. 
Sooke Road – Possible break and enter to 
residence, determined to be civil in nature. 
Kangaroo Road – Check welfare of a 
person, no issues.
William Head Road – Single vehicle 
accident, two people injured, driver charged 
under the Motor Vehicle Act.

Aug 23 Sooke Road – Vehicle stopped for no 
insurance, driver found to be a prohibited 

driver with warrant for his arrest. Driver 
arrested and vehicle towed from highway.
Pedder Bay Drive – �reats to a person, 
suspect given verbal warning.
Matheson Lake – Possible impaired driver, 
vehicle not located.

Aug 25 Kangaroo Road area – Landlord tenant 
dispute, civil matter.

Aug 26 Rocky Point Road – Complaint of speeding 
vehicle, not located.
Kangaroo Road area – �e� of rock, 
suspects spoken to and given verbal 
warning.

Aug 27 Albert Head – Party on beach, suspects le� 
prior to police arrival.
Metchosin Road – Check well being, 
person found to be all right.

Aug 29 Metchosin Road – �e� of plants, still 
under investigation.

Aug 30 Duke Road – Missing person, located at the 
hospital.
Sooke Road – Erratic driver, vehicle not 
located, registered owner given warning. 

Aug 31 Witty’s Beach – Suspicious vehicle 
observed in the area, located and driver 
spoken to. 
Albert Head – Disturbance on beach, no 
one located.

Sep 3 Rocky Point Road – Suspicious vehicle in 
the area. Driver of a white van approached 
three females on road acting in a suspicious 
manner. Still under investigation.
Sooke Road – Report of a the�, trail cam 
stolen from private property.
Happy Valley Road – Horses on road 
causing a hazard. 
Glen Forest Way area – Check wellbeing of 
a person, found to be all right.

Sep 5 Rocky Point Road area – Person reports 
being threatened by another person. Still 
under investigation and criminal charges 
being sought.

Sep 6 Aquarius Road – Another report of a white 
van observed in area acting in a suspicious 
manner. 
William Head Road area – Person reports 
being threatened, reported for information 
purposes.
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Big Trees, and Bigger Dreams

This tree is called Big Lonely Doug. TJ caught up with someone 
climbing it (the tiny speck on the right-hand side). TJ Watts photo

Light rays in Avatar Grove. TJ Watts photo

Joannie Challenger

When conservation photogra-
pher TJ Watt was an energetic 
young student at Metchosin’s 
Hans Helgesen School it was 
unlikely that he imagined where 
his dreams would take him. Like 
many young Metchosinites, he 
grew up playing in the forest that 
was his back yard, climbing trees, 
and looking for �sh in the creek. 
“I credit much of my interest and 
passion for nature to growing up 
in Metchosin. It gave me the free-
dom and comfort to explore the 
natural world around me.”

He became interested in pho-
tography just a�er high school, 
when he would borrow his fam-
ily’s camera to take pictures of 
nature and skateboarding. Later 
he attended the Western Academy 
of Photography, where he discov-
ered that photos and videos were 

powerful storytelling tools. �ese 
tools came in handy when he 
began to volunteer at an environ-
mental organization in Victoria, 
where there was a need for some-
one to explore and document 
old-growth forests and logging on 
Vancouver Island. Combining his 
photography skills and passion for 
exploring the outdoors, his early 
career as a nature and conserva-
tion photographer began.

TJ went on to co-found 
Ancient Forest Alliance with 
Ken Wu in 2010. With the help 
of supporters such as Moralea 
Milne and others, many from 
Metchosin, the alliance was able 
to survive and thrive. Twelve 
years later, it now employs seven 
sta� and is the main organization 
in BC working towards province-
wide legislation to end the logging 
of endangered old-growth forests. 
TJ remarked, “It’s rewarding but 
challenging work. When an old-
growth forest you’ve explored is 
lost, there’s profound ecological 
grief. Turning a blind eye doesn’t 
make things better, though. It’s 
people speaking up and advocat-
ing for change that does make a 
di�erence. An example of this is 
the successful protection of areas 
such as the Great Bear Rainforest 
and Avatar Grove. (E�orts to pro-
tect the latter were spearheaded 
by TJ and Ken.) Avatar Grove 
now sees tens of thousands of 
visitors each year and has helped 
to boost the local economy of 
Port Renfrew through ‘Big Tree 
Tourism’.”

Now TJ is the go-to person 
for images of old-growth trees 
and giant stumps, and receives 
requests for his work from around 

the world. “I’m grateful to be 
able to pursue one of my greatest 
passions in life and have a deep 
sense of purpose. We live in one 
of the most beautiful places on 
Earth and it’s a privilege to get to 
explore and work to protect for-
ests with trees which can be four 
to �ve metres wide and live to be 
more than a thousand years old.”

TJ is looking forward to shar-
ing some of his latest images with 
the public. His �rst major photog-
raphy exhibit in ten years will be 
held at Mahon Hall on Salt Spring 
Island, October 25 to 30, and will 
include presentations by TJ and 
Ken on the evening of the 27th. 
In the past year he became one of 
the �rst recipients of the Trebek 
Initiative grant, naming him a 
National Geographic and Royal 
Canadian Geographical Society 
Explorer.

What advice would TJ give to 
children who wonder what they’ll 
be when they grow up? “Each 
one of us has something unique 
to contribute to the world. Take 
your time and truly listen to your 
intuition. Don’t be afraid to take 
some risks and pursue paths that 
aren’t perfectly laid out. O�en the 
right people and opportunities 
you couldn’t have predicted will 
arrive once you get going. And 
remember to have fun, lots of it.”

And to the community he said, 
“�ank you to all of the people in 
Metchosin who have supported 
and continue to support the work 
of Ancient Forest Alliance.” 

For more information about 
Ancient Forest Alliance, please  
go to ancientforestalliance.org.  
For TJ’s personal website see 
www.tjwatt.com.

TJ in the environment he loves, 
among big trees. TJ Watts photo

Editor’s note: Avatar Grove and Big Lonely Doug are incredible sites 
to visit. Always check to see if these sites are accessible before you 
head up there. More information can be found at https://www.all
trails.com/trail/canada/british-columbia/lonely-doug.

�������������������� For candidate information, 
see pages 6 through 9 of this issue.




