
Inspired By Earth Day? 

Here’s a Way to Carry It On!
Merrilee Hoen

This is a special spring in 
Moralea’s Meadow. It is almost 
three years since the untimely 
passing of Moralea Milne. She 
has been sorely missed; she 
embodied the best of Metchosin. 
As a co-founder of the Metchosin 
Foundation, a focused and effec-
tive municipal council member 
for many years, and a regular con-
tributor to the Metchosin Muse, 
she lived her life through the “lens 
of the environment”. Reading her 
blog at camashill.blogspot is still 
fascinating and timely reading. 
One of Moralea’s unfinished proj-
ects was to restore the fragment 
of Garry oak meadow beside the 
Municipal Hall. Volunteers have 
been working to make her vision 
a reality. 

Now our restoration efforts are 
starting to show results. Flowering 
currants have been revitalized by 
pruning. Fawn lilies are thriving 
where there were only invasive 

weeds. Camas, the signature 
flower of the Garry oak meadow, 
is coming back strongly. Last fall, 
Kristen and James Miskelly of 
Saanich Native Plants Nursery & 
Consulting led a team of 
volunteers who weeded 
out several large patches 
of meadow and planted 
selected areas with a 
mixture of native seeds. 
It has been a joy to 
watch the rejuvenation 
of these areas.

Volunteers have also 
done a lot of work on the 
path designed and built 
by Harold Perepalkin so that the 
public can have a safe, accessible 
visit to the meadow. We are fortu-
nate to have been awarded a grant 
through Habitat Acquisition Trust 
from the Conservation Economic 
Stimulus Initiative (part of the BC 
government Economic Recovery 
Plan) specifically for the purchase 
of plants and seeds. The Metchosin 
municipality continues to help 
with in-kind support. Thanks 

to the Metchosin Foundation’s 
generous and ongoing financial 
contribution, signage designed 
by Bonnie Farris will be installed 
soon.

Whether you’ve had years of 
experience or are just beginning 
to understand the natural beauty 
in which we live, we invite new 
volunteers to join in hands-on 
learning about best restoration 
practices here.

This is a place for people to 
share their knowledge and learn 
from experts/experienced peers 
about how to create a Garry 
oak habitat incorporating many 

species we find here. It is fascinat-
ing to see how factors such as el-
evation, soil type and sunlight can 
affect the growth of native plants. 
The meadow will be part of the 

Suzuki Foundation’s 
Butterfly Way project and 
we’ll be doing all we can 
to encourage stopovers 
and residence by pollina-
tors of all kinds.

We have a small core 
group of people work-
ing on the restoration of 
Moralea’s Meadow and 
we need a few addi-

tional volunteers to really move 
the project along. Restoration 
events (three-hour, small-group, 
outdoor work-parties) will be 
ongoing this summer.

We also need a few people to 
carry out individual stewardship 
activities, such as: 
• Monitoring progress in the 

lives of our plants, fungi, birds 

and insects (our ant hill is said 
to be well over 20 years old);

• Patrolling outer fence and gates 
area to ensure that animals 
such as rabbits and deer are 
not gaining access and that the 
restoration work is not being 
disturbed;

• Taking photographs and videos 
documenting the changes in 
the meadow during the project; 

• Tool sharpening (can you do a 
training session for the rest of 
us?);

• Using power tools such as a 
string trimmer. Precision is 
needed to avoid cutting native 
species.
If you can help, email Katy 

Nelson at katynelson472@
gmail.com. For further informa-
tion about Moralea’s Meadow, 
go to https://continuing-
studies.uvic.ca/science-and-
ecological-restoration/news/
moraleas-meadow.

A  N O N – P R O F I T  C O M M U N I T Y  P U B L I C A T I O N

Vol. 29 Issue 5 May 2021

Metchosin Muse
metchos inmuse@gmai l . com www.metchos inmuse .ca

“This is a place for people 
to share their knowledge and 
learn...”

(Left to right) Bev Hall, Katy Nelson and Bill Cave hard 
at work at restoring Moralea’s Meadow. 

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Pearson to Offer Summer Outdoor Leadership Day Camps
Angela Gatari, Community Events 
& Partnerships Manager

With the continued uncertainty 
due to the pandemic, a number of 
major on-campus events that re-
quire long-term planning, such as 
the symposium and MISSA, were 
forced to either cancel or move to 
online-only activities.

This opened up opportuni-
ties for the first-ever “Pearson 

Experiences” Summer Outdoor 
Leadership Day Camps for 6 to 
14-year-olds.

This summer, from July 5 to 
August 20, Pearson College will 
offer week-long day camps on 
campus, including participa-
tion in activities such as hiking, 
kayaking, sports, arts and crafts, 
drama, dance, leadership and 
team building, and unique cul-
tural celebrations. 

Options also include before- 
and after-camp care, hot lunches 
and snacks (both upon request) 
and three pick-up and drop-off 
points around the area.

Many of the camp leaders and 
counsellors will be drawn from 
current students on campus, 
including international students, 
who will provide cross-cultural 
learning opportunities. 

Many day camp leaders and 
counsellors have also acquired 
kayak and watercraft safety cer-
tification, first-aid training and 
emergency response experience 
as part of the regular outdoors-
oriented curriculum.

All COVID-safety measures 
and protocols will be in place 
during the day camps, and will be 
adjusted as determined by public 
health guidance. All campers 

should be screened for symp-
toms by parents/guardians in the 
morning before coming to camp. 
All participants will be monitored 
for any symptoms during the day.

Families can find out more and 
register at  
pearsoncollege.ca/
leadership-day-camps/.

mailto:metchosinmuse@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinmuse.ca
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COVID-19 Update – Municipal Operations and Council Meetings

The District of Metchosin Hall continues to be closed to the public until further notice. Wherever 
possible, business functions and services will continue, by telephone, email, virtual meetings and by ap-
pointment (if absolutely necessary). If you have any questions, please contact the Office at 250-474-3167, 
or by email at info@metchosin.ca

Metchosin 2021 COVID Grants-in-Aid

Metchosin’s 2021 regular Grants-in-Aid process was advertised in the March Muse. Applications received 
were discussed at our April 26, 2021 Council meeting. In addition to Metchosin’s regular annual Grants-
in-Aid, Metchosin Council has created a new category of Grants-in-Aid for 2021: COVID Grants-in-Aid. 
These are specifically designed for Metchosin community groups affected financially by COVID.  To 
qualify for Metchosin’s 2021 COVID Grants-in-Aid, applicants should demonstrate in their application 
that they meet these criteria:
• organizations should be registered societies serving the population of Metchosin; 
• they should provide financial records which show that they lost revenue during 2020 compared with 

the previous period in 2019; 
• they must produce records to show that they continued to spend money to provide service in 2020; 
• they must declare any additional revenue or lower expenses that they benefited from all other sources, 

e.g. rent reductions, government grants; and
• they should request specific amounts to cover actual net losses, not to fund or establish new programs. 
The deadline for receipt of applications is May 31, 2021.

2021 Property Taxes

Metchosin residents should expect to receive their 2021 property tax notices in early June.  If you have 
not received your notice by mid-June, please contact the municipal office.  
Taxes are due on Friday, July 2, 2021.  

Deferment of Taxes

Eligible BC residents can now renew their applications and apply online to the property tax deferment 
program. Municipalities will no longer accept deferment renewals or new applications. The new, secure 
online application will lead to reduced application review and approval times. Find out more at  
www.gov.bc.ca/propertytaxdeferment/

Speculation Taxes

Please note that the District of Metchosin is not involved with the implementation nor the collection of 
speculation taxes.  For information on this Provincial tax please contact the Minister of Finance or go 
online to: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/property-taxes/speculation-and-vacancy-tax

Public Works

District sweeping began in late April, starting on the main roads.
Aerial Brushing is underway. Culverts that are part of road paving works have been reviewed and regular 
ditching will start mid-May.
Public Works has been involved in engaging with qualified professionals, now that the weather has dried 
out somewhat, to evaluate and make proposals regarding Witty’s Beach Stairs.

District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – May 2021

All meetings are held via Zoom due to COVID-19 restrictions and begin at 7:00 pm.

See the District website for Advisory Committee Meeting dates.

Finance & Environment Committee .........................................................May 3 
Council Meeting ...........................................................................................May 3
Planning Committee ..................................................................................May 10 
Parks Committee ........................................................................................May 10 
Public Works Committee ..........................................................................May 10
Council Meeting .........................................................................................May 31

Meetings are subject to change, for updated information please call the District office at 250-474-3167 or 
refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca.

Council News 
MAY 2021

Metchosin Municipal Hall – www.metchosin.ca 250-474-3167 – info@metchosin.ca

For information about staying safe 

around wildlife, 

please visit the district website: 

Be Bear & Cougar Smart! 

www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources
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Editor’s Musings
Johnny Carline

When we expanded the scope of 
the Metchosin Muse to include 
‘controversial’ topics, we made 
it clear that we would always 
endeavour to present both sides 
of an issue, our mission being 
to present positions, not to take 
them; to facilitate communication 
and eventual resolution of issues, 
not ‘to win’ cases. This is particu-
larly true of issues that divide the 
community and we have no inter-
est or intent in being the vehicle 
for letter writing campaigns, or 
any other form of campaign, on 
just one side or the other of such 
an issue.

But the situation changes a 
little where the community ap-
pears to be pretty solidly on one 
side of an issue and the other side 
is an outside entity, particularly 
when the outside entity appears 
unresponsive to appeals made by 
the community.

Such is the case in the issue of 
the reduction, by the Province, 
of our Fire Department’s ability 
to respond to some emergency 
calls. See the article on page 11 of 
this issue. We have been happy to 
support the campaign to reverse 
that decision.

It is also the case in the pro-
posed subdivision and sale of the 
Boys and Girls Club (BGC) land. 
In that case, when the BGC has 
sent us material, we have pub-
lished it, on the same basis as we 
have published the statements 

made by those opposed, in a man-
ner fair to both sides. However, it 
appears that attempts to engage 
the BGC in direct discussion have 
largely been met with little or no 
response and that the Muse may 
be one of the few means of at-
tempting to promote dialogue. 

We have, therefore, taken the 
unusual step of allowing a whole 
raft of letters, written by commu-
nity members and former employ-
ees of the BGC, to be published 
as a feature in this issue (see pages 
8 and 9) in the hope that this will 
further impress on the BGC the 
range and depth of concern in the 
community and encourage the 
BGC to seek a solution more ac-
ceptable to the community, which 
has been its generous host for 
many years.

On a sad note, in a very brief 
span of time, we learned of 
the deaths of three significant 
Metchosin citizens. One of those, 
Liz Jatkowski, is the subject of an 
article in this issue, see page 10. 
The other two, David Richardson 
and Janice (Jan) Poulin, will be 
the subject of articles next month. 
It hurts a community when it 
loses any member and to lose 
three so quickly is difficult. I knew 
just one of the three on a personal 
level, but I know I will be only 
one of many who will shed a tear 
over these losses. The articles will 
hopefully help us to get to know 
better the contributions they 
made and inspire us all to increase 
our own efforts to carry on the 
same kind of commitment.

Thank you to all essential  
workers for your continued 
efforts to keep others safe, 
healthy, and fed during the 

COVID-19 pandemic

MP Randall Garrison
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke

250-405-6550
randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca
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Raising Our Spirits With  
All Things Metchosin
Johnny Carline

Spring and sunny days have arrived but the contin-
ued (and necessary) partial lockdown to combat the 
COVID pandemic is beginning to dampen more 
than a few spirits. In response, a spin-off group from 
the Healthy Communities Advisory Committee, led 
by Shannon Carman, Shelly Donaldson, Stephanie 
Dunlop and Johnny Carline, is working on a few 
little projects to help us raise our spirits.

The overall initiative goes by the name of All 
Things Metchosin and its intention is to encourage 
us all to get out and about (safely) in Metchosin and 
enjoy, with fresh eyes, what this wonderful place has 
to offer.

The first specific initiative is ‘The Shopping 
Basket Project’ which encourages Metchosin resi-
dents to discover, or rediscover, the many wonderful 
places where you can buy things in Metchosin. 

The way it will work is that a list of participating 
local businesses will be published on the website 
we are creating and in the Muse. People are encour-
aged to visit these businesses over the summer and, 
as an incentive for shoppers to participate, we will 
be raffling off a shopping basket of Metchosin-sold 
goods. Shoppers are asked to put their name, tele-
phone number and a comment on their purchase or 
shopping experience on a slip of paper and drop it 
in a container at each vendor. (Please, please, please 
take your own pen or pencil so vendors don’t have to 
keep disinfecting!) At the end of the summer, we will 
collect the slips from the vendors and draw one to 
determine the winner of the ‘shopping basket’. A list 
of businesses already committed to participating in 
this project is listed at the end of this article. Others 
will surely follow.

A second initiative in preparation is a ‘tourist in 
your own town project’, which will get you out and 
about to find special places in Metchosin. To make it 
fun, the project’s Gnome on the Roam will be taking 
photographs of special places which we will place on 
our website (now under construction). We invite you 
to create or acquire your own Gnome and to join us 
in a tour of our village. Add photos of your at-home 
adventure, challenge others to find your ‘secret 
garden’ and find other magnificent sights all here 
in Metchosin! The website will have “Passports” for 
residents to print off to document their adventures 
complete with a few short sentences and photos 
or drawings which can be posted on the “Gnome 
on a Roam” webpage. There will be photos on our 
webpage where residents can view, search out and 
identify secret landscapes throughout Metchosin of 
some other crafty Gnome explorers.

Other projects are under active consideration, 
including a sort of Hide and Seek game involving 
painted rocks. 

The details of these projects will be on  
www.allthingsmetchosin.ca which is the website be-
ing created to keep you updated on all the businesses 
participating in the shopping basket, the Gnome on 
the Roam’s adventures and other projects we come 
up with – and the opportunity for you to participate.

Finally, just to stimulate a chuckle (or groan) or 
two, devilish puns will be posted from time to time 
on the Metchosin Community Association Notice 
Board (see picture). The Muse will publish one or 
two of these each month, together with illustrative 

cartoons especially drawn for the project by local art-
ist ‘Cosmic’ Ray Renooy. If any of these particularly 
tickle you, please write to the Muse and let us know.

Businesses already committed to the Shopping 
Basket Project are:

ART AND GIFTS
• ‘Chosin Pottery, 4283 Metchosin Road
• Metchosin ArtPod, 4495 Happy Valley Road
• Old Barn Books, 4450 Happy Valley Road

FOOD AND DRINK
• The Broken Paddle, 4480 Happy Valley Road
• My-Chosen Café, 4492 Happy Valley Road
• The Sugar Shack Ice Cream and Bake Shop,  

4492 Happy Valley Road
• My-Chosen Pizza, 4492 Happy Valley Road
• Lani’s Baking Adventures, 902 Herlihy Place
• Galloping Goose Sausage Company,  

4484 Lindholm Road
• Glenrosa Farm, 5447 Rocky Point Road
• Metchosin Country Store, 4398 Metchosin Road
• Nootka Rose Milling, 4480 Happy Valley Road

FARM PRODUCE
• Parry Bay Sheep Farm, 4335 Lindholm Road
• Sea Bluff Farm, 565 Wootton Road,
• 50-50 Farmstand, 5050 William Head Road
• Metchosin Farm, 542 Wootton Road
• Swallowhill Farm and Orchard,  

4910 William Head Road
• Sunrise Cottage Farm, 4652 William Head Road

FLOWERS AND NURSERIES
• Three Creeks Farm, 777 Winfall Road
• Down to Earth Gardens and Nursery,  

1096 Derrien Place

FUN AND RECREATION
• Green Acres Golf Course, 3970 Metchosin Road
• TNT Paintball, 4590 East Sooke Road
• Pedder Bay Marina, 925 Pedder Bay Drive

OTHER
• The Metchosin Farmers’ Market is supporting the 

project but will not be collecting slips for the bas-
ket draw and Le Soleil Jewellers will donate to the 
basket but not being a retail destination will also 
not be collecting slips.

This may grow, so monitor our website  
www.allthingsmetchosin.ca before you go out on 
your shopping trip!

Businesses wishing to take part in the Shopping 
Basket Project can contact the author at  
johnny.carline@gmail.com or phone 250 474 4601.

(left) Rock, Gnome and Basket – a variation on 
an old game to raise our spirits with All Things 

Metchosin. Photo by Johnny Carline 
(above) All we ask is for a little smile. 

Photo by Betty Hildreth

http://www.allthingsmetchosin
http://www.allthingsmetchosin
mailto:johnny.carline@gmail.com
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www.metchosinfarm.ca

Order your Seeds for 2021! 
100% Metchosin-Grown Seeds • Local Pickup Available
250+ Varieties • Certified Organic

10% Off Online Orders for Muse Readers 
Enter code MUSE2021MUSE2021  
at Online Checkout

 IOPA 1962

2021 Membership Campaign 
Join us in protecting rural Metchosin

Renewing your membership  
or joining for the first time is easy.

Pay by e-transfer:
metchosinaprm@gmail.com

Drop off a cheque:
Metchosin Country Store

Mail a cheque:
#2-4401 William Head Road 
 RR1 Victoria BC, V9C 3V6

Donations gratefully accepted. 
Learn more at 

www.metchosinaprm.org

A P R M
ASSOCIATION for the PROTECTION of RURAL METCHOSIN

Metchosin ArtPod

Heidi Chartrand photo by James Kaarrema

It’s a Wild Life at 
Metchosin ArtPod!
Elaine Hughes

Our new show starting May 8 
is Feathers, Fur and Fauna, a 
celebration of all creatures great 
and small. The show will run on 
weekends, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm, 
throughout May and June 2021. 
Come see the wild life – exotic, 
domestic, land, sea, winged and 

walking! Admission, as always, 
is free and masks are mandatory. 
Be sure to mark your calendars 
for our online Zoom opening too, 
which will take place online at  
7:00 pm on May 8. The link is 
available on our Facebook page; 
look in the Event listing details.

Our guest juror and fea-
ture artist for the show is Heidi 
Chartrand, a self-taught mixed 
media artist living right here in 
Metchosin. In 2016, Heidi started 
painting on bones, later learning 
to clean and prepare skulls, liter-
ally facing her fear of death. Often 
embellishing her pieces with un-
usual found objects: metal, leather, 
feathers, jewels, Heidi transforms a 
jumble of bone into a visual state-
ment and celebration. Heidi devel-
ops a piece by sitting with the skull 
and honouring natural patterns 
and shapes already present. The 
design that emerges represents the 
skull’s own unique energy, the ani-
mal’s past experiences, and Heidi’s 
magical interpretation of the skull’s 
story. Her art can be seen at  
www.heidiskulls.com.

During the show Heidi will also 
be teaching a skull-painting work-
shop. Scheduled on June 12 from 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm, we anticipate 
that this will be an outdoor work-
shop but details will be announced 
closer to the date. In the work-
shop, you will learn how to prep 
and paint your pre-cleaned animal 
skull. Topics covered will include 
painting mediums, underpainting, 
pattern design and protecting your 
finished work. Heidi will guide 
you through painting a colourful 
mixed media base and encourage 

you to develop a pattern, story or 
expression to help you tell your 
animal’s story. The details on 
registration are on our Facebook 
Events page. 

Coming up in May will be the 
launch of our 2021 Art Bird Card 
project. As was the case last year, 
these are cards based on paintings 
by Island artists that people can 
use in the field or in the comfort 
of their homes to identify local 
birds. The 36 new cards will be 
printed mid-May and will be avail-
able for sale at the ArtPod later 
in the month. Look for a kick-off 
event toward the end of May, too! 
More details about the cards and 
the project are available on our 
website and the launch will be an-
nounced on our Facebook page.

Along with our exhibit, the 
gallery right now also has some 
other items of note for sale. First 
is the made-in-Metchosin card 
game Sacred Knowledge: Tribal 
Leaders. This is your deck of cards 
for the apocalypse, which teaches 
bushcraft skills and survival 
techniques; with this deck you can 
also play traditional card games, 
dominoes, chess or checkers. Ages 
6+. For more information go to  
ragnarockstudios.com. We still 
have for sale copies of  
Gretchen Markle’s A Journey, A 
Journal. This is a delightful collec-
tion of sketches and observations 
of the beauty of Witty’s Lagoon 
park. More about Gretchen’s work 
can be found on her website at  
gretchenmarkle.com.

“Come see the wildlife –  
exotic, domestic, land, sea, 

winged and walking!”

 

250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional, 

courteous care.

Your pets… our family

 

Caring for pets in the Westshore 
since 1981.  We are proud to be 

members of this growing 
community.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ragnarockstudios.com/
http://www.gretchenmarkle.com/
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www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
134-1039 Langford Pkwy

(250) 532 - 0228
westshoremusicacademy@shaw.ca

Your Top Choice for Music Lessons
#134-1039 Langford Pkwy, Victoria, BC
www.westshoremusicacademy.ca

(250)-532-0228

1-250-509-0439 | shwnbrwn@icloud.com1-250-509-0439 | shwnbrwn@icloud.com

LIGHTHOUSE LIGHTHOUSE 
PaintingPainting

Interior & Exterior
20 Years Experience

WCB Insured • Free EstimatesClean
Reliable
& Local

Janice Poulin 
July 15, 1948 – April 13, 2021

The family of Janice Poulin, nee Janice Bligh, announces her pass-
ing on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at her home on Witty Beach Road in 
Metchosin, B.C. She leaves behind her loving family: husband Eugene 
Poulin, daughter Janette Poulin (Ken Hackshaw) and son Richard 
Poulin (Kim Buchanan), her two beautiful granddaughters, Lily and 
Sophie Poulin as well as her sister, Harriet Thom. She will be greatly 
missed by all her family, friends and the community of Metchosin.

The family requests no flowers, please. In view of her involvement 
with many of the programs at The Metchosin Community House, do-
nations to the House in Jan’s memory would be appreciated.

The family will be submitting a detailed story of her life for the June 
edition of the Metchosin Muse.

Janice Poulin. Photo by Ina Winterburn

Council Endorses Resolutions on 
Wolves and Old Growth Forests
Johnny Carline

With community feelings seem-
ingly a little raw after reports of 
the killing of wolves in Metchosin 
and possible logging of old 
growth forest at Fairy Creek, 
Metchosin Council was moved 
to endorse two resolutions at its 
April 12 meeting.

On wolves, Council en-
dorsed a resolution calling on 
the Provincial Government “to 
implement a moratorium on 
recreational wolf hunting on 
Vancouver Island, pending the 
completion of a scientific, data 
driven and evidence-based study 
that includes consultation with 
the Island’s Indigenous communi-
ties, to re-examine the efficiency 
of unrestricted wolf harvesting 
practices and their impacts on 
the Island’s biodiversity, wildlife 
ecology and sustainability of the 
resident wolf population.”

The resolution, based on one 
passed by Oak Bay and supported 
by Sooke, was passed unanimously 
with Mayor Ranns and others 
expressing distress at the reports of 
the wolf killing in Metchosin.

On Old Growth Forests, 
Council endorsed a resolu-
tion calling on the  Provincial 
Government of British Columbia 
“to immediately defer logging in 
all high productivity, rare, oldest, 
and most intact old growth forests 
... until all 14 of the (Old-Growth 
Strategic Review) recommenda-
tions have been implemented; 
including deferrals in such at-risk 
old-growth forests as the head 
waters of Fairy Creek (and nine 
other named forests.)”

A further resolution called on 
the Provincial Government “to 
allocate funding to enact in an 
economically just manner, in the 
full spirit of reconciliation and to 
support the economic transition 

of affected First Nations and non-
First Nation communities from 
unsustainable old-growth logging 
for the development of long term 
sustainable local economies.”

These resolutions, which 
appear to have originated in 
Nanaimo, were also strongly sup-
ported by Council.

All these resolutions are a bit 
of a mouthful, and the ‘whereas’ 
clauses made them even more 
so. Such is the nature of the 
beast. All are necessarily directed 
elsewhere, not for any action by 
Metchosin Council.

Nonetheless, it is refreshing to 
see the whole of Council act-
ing in unison and in complete 
accord with what appear to be 
the feelings of the vast majority 
of the Metchosin community. Is 
a similar resolution on climate 
change a possibility sometime in 
the future? 

Stock photo

The Market Returns on May 9
Johnny Carline

If you are ready for a pick-me-up 
after a long, isolated winter, (and 
who isn’t?) then May 9 is a red-
letter day for you. The Metchosin 
Farmers’ Market will be swinging 
back into action on May 9 and we 
can all go down and enjoy pick-
ing out the freshest vegetables, 
the sumptuous comestibles and 
hand-crafted adorables which our 
Producers’ Association sets out 
for us each summer.

There is a small caveat. This all 
assumes our COVID regulations 
will not change (yet again) and 
that one of the central pleasures 

of living in Metchosin can be 
enjoyed again this summer.

The Market folk have, in fact, 
had to deal with some changes in 
regulations and you may see lots 
more plastic dividers between 
stalls. The procedures from last 
year will still be in place – no 
more than 50 shoppers in the 
market area at one time, shop 
and move, masks required, let 
the stalls clear before you enter 
so as to keep six feet apart, hand 
sanitize on the way in and out, 
and if you are ill – stay home. 
But we handled all that last year 
with surprising ease. Line-ups 
that sometimes extended all the 

way back to Happy Valley Road 
kept moving at a surprising rate 
and we were all so happy to see 
familiar faces and exchange greet-
ings with fellow Metchosinites we 
hadn’t seen for a while. And let’s 
face it, though the supermarkets 
do their best and we all appreciate 
the front-line workers there, you 
just can’t beat the produce you get 
at the market nor the producers 
that you meet there.

So, let’s get out and support 
those local producers and enjoy 
the bounty that they offer us. 
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What does the Baha’i Faith say 
about getting through these  

challenging times?

“Let your vision be 
world embracing rather 

than confined to your 
own self.”

Winter Hours • Open by appointment 
Call 250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca

Regular hours resumed in Feb or March depending on the weather

Hedging & 
Special Orders

LATORIA 
PHARMACY
Ask about our foot care 
nurse.
115–611 Brookside Road 
by the Red Barn Market 
Phone 225500--559900--77001122

Friday is ➭

Looking for personalized 
care and advice? 

Transfer your prescriptions here.

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

                 

                

 

The Grateful Pooch 
 

Full grooms  
Bath and Brush 

Nail trims 
www.thegratefulpooch.ca 

250 508 1777 

 

 

Metchosin’s Musicians and COVID
Lesley Preston

Full disclosure: I’m a musician, so 
I have self-interest in this piece. 
Acutely missing live performance 
from both sides of the stage, I am 
intrigued how other Metchosin 
musicians are faring. I followed 
up with three of my faves. 

On a cool, damp day I safely 
chatted outside with the lovely 
and lively Helen Davies, front 
woman of five-piece, rhythm and 
blues band, CURL, at Five Alarm 
Farm that she runs with musician-
partner Wayne Dupuis.

Ever the optimist, Helen says 
the lockdown last year didn’t 
come at a bad time for CURL; 
they were looking to repackage 
themselves for smaller, semi-
acoustic gigs featuring core 
members Sue Johnson (bass), Dee 
Cooper (piano) and Helen (gui-
tar). When COVID hit, Wayne 
built an outdoor stage at the farm, 
perfect for socially-distanced gigs 
regardless of the weather. One 
side of the stage faces a field for 
sunny days, the other a covered 
area with through ventilation for 
rainy days.

Last summer, CURL rehearsed 
and played a few small gigs 
outdoors at home and at Bilston 
Creek Farm until cooler weather 
brought those to an end. Helen 
was invited to play every second 
Sunday in Victoria at The Loft, 
with guitarist Al Sabourin. In 
response to audience requests, 
the two talented musicians tried 
some different music: Neil Young, 
Stevie Nicks, even Danny Boy 
(“It’s harder than you think!”). 

When restrictions are lifted, 
Helen and Wayne are looking at 
using the stage for small, COVID-
respectful events: as a space for 

kids’ performances, musical 
events and jams, especially during 
summer. The space comfortably 
accommodates about 30 people 
and has an outhouse with running 
water and a sanitation station. 
Email hellion.davies@gmail.com 
for more information.

I saw Jaimey Hamilton’s first 
live performance at Jam for the 
Kids about 10 years ago (she was 
12). My band played the event 
for several years, raising money 
for kids fighting cancer. Jaimey 
is one such fighter and that night 
she speared cancer with a power-
ful and passionate rendition of 
Taylor Swift’s Mean, earning a 
standing ovation. 

In the spring of 2020, Jaimey 
was studying Music Performance 
at the Conservatory, had summer 
gigs lined up, and was planning a 
trip to that great mecca for singer 
songwriters – Nashville. The plans 
were unravelled by the pan-
demic. Gigs cancelled, no trip to 
Nashville, and Zoom replaced live 
performances for school.

Jaimey has used her time to 
focus on song-writing, sound 
recording, and practice. She’s 
collaborated with many Canadian 
artists on social media, taken 
song-writing courses and taught 
herself sound recording. She’s cur-
rently finishing up a single set to 
be released by mid-May.  

Beyond COVID, Jaimey’s look-
ing forward to live performance, 
enjoying live music herself, plus 
connecting in person with some 
of the songwriters she’s come to 
know online. Check Jaimey out at 
www.jaimeyhamilton.com.

Jesse Roper, probably 
Metchosin’s best-known musician, 
dedicates his incredible energy 

and talent to making a living from 
music – no easy feat even in nor-
mal times. Pre-COVID, he had 
a summer full of Canadian gigs 
and festivals lined up, plus the 
possibility of an Italian tour fol-
lowing regular airplay on Italian 
radio. It all came crumbling down 
last Spring and, after much soul-
searching, Jesse renewed his focus 
on song-writing and practice. 
Check out Jesse’s latest single, 
Horizons, to hear Jesse’s talents as 
guitarist and vocalist reach a new 
peak – it is spine-tinglingly beau-
tiful, and just one of an album of 
songs Jesse will release tantaliz-
ingly one song at a time. 

Jesse misses the festival scene 
and accompanying road culture, 
but he looks back on the past year 
as a blessing in disguise. After 
hearing his new work, I can abso-
lutely appreciate why. Check out 
Jesse, and Horizons, at  
www.jesseroper.ca.

As we enter another wave of 
the pandemic, with cases surg-
ing and troubling variants on the 
uprise, it’s hard to be optimistic. 
But I’m impressed and inspired 
by these three local musicians; 
their resilience, ability to change 
focus, and dedication to their art. 
If their redirected activities are 
representative of musicians ev-
erywhere, we should expect some 
exciting musical times coming out 
of COVID. 

One day, we will dance again 
on the Metchosin Day field, listen 
to live concerts in the Community 
House, and bite into a delicious 
Galloping Goose sausage while 
catching a chill set in the sun at 
the Metchosin Market. Until then 
– stay safe, stay kind, and support 
your local musicians. I told you 
there was some self-interest!

Jaimey Hamilton: Photo by Lesley Preston Helen Davies. Photo by Lesley Preston

Jesse Roper. 
Photo by Kludak Arts and Entertainment

HELP WANTED

Creative, tech savvy, compassionate soul, to work 
for the coastal marine critters and the environment.
To work with a team of two to create video files for 

uploading to YouTube. 
Flexible hours. Work onsite. Competitive wages.

Contact: Kim Mann
250 661 9683, kim.mann9683@gmail.com

mailto:hellion.davies@gmail.com
http://www.jaimeyhamilton.com/
http://www.jesseroper.ca/
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MMaakkiinngg  aa  ddiiffffeerreennccee  wwiitthh
RReessppoonnssiibbllee  IInnvveessttiinngg

Keith Haigh  
Financial Advisor
2244 Sooke Rd, Unit 110,  
V9B 1X1
250.391.1655
keith.haigh@edwardjones.com

Responsible Investing the "SRI Perspective"

Environmental, Social and Governance policies 
support Global Energy Transition, Sustainable Food 

Production and Ethical Business Culture.

Learn More

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Metchosin Community House  
4430 Happy Valley Road  Info: 250-478-5155 Email: mcahouse@telus.net

Thank you to all MCA Members who added their voice to the 
Emergency Responder Petition.  The MCA will be represented at 
an upcoming conversation with a representative from the Ministry 
of Health.

Due to COVID restrictions, the Mighty Metchosin Garage Sale 
will not be taking place in May.  It is currently postponed.  

In response to the current province-wide restrictions, the 
Metchosin Community House programs, viewing of art on the 
wall and rentals are cancelled.  The only exception is the VIHA 
Adult Day Program as this program is permitted under the cur-
rent health order. 
No private rentals will be permitted or booked until further 
notice. Masks are required to be worn by anyone entering the 
Community House.
The Community House Office will remain closed until further 
notice.  Emails and phone messages will be checked periodically.  
The Office will re-open when Public Health Orders permit.

Ongoing Programs:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program:  
9:00 am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile program coordinator  
Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440. 

HOUSE 
HAPPENINGS

Metchosin Community House  

Working
for our 
community

Hon. Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd   1 2018-04-12   2:26 PM

A Trip Down Metchosin’s 
Memory Lane
Stephanie S. Longstaff

Cecil Gould, known to most as 
Mr. Gould, turned 90 years old in 
March. He was a teacher and prin-
cipal at Metchosin Elementary 
school from September, 1961 to 
June, 1975 and has many memo-
ries of wonderful pupils, staff and 
parents in Metchosin. 

His family moved to Victoria 
when he was 5 years old, after a 
family vacation there reminded 
his father of his native home on 
the Isle of Wight. He attended 
Monterey Elementary, graduated 
from Oak Bay High School in 1949 
and took Arts and Sciences at the 
Normal School, Victoria College.

He became a junior drafts-
man with the Ministry of Lands 
and Forests, making maps using 
air photos viewed in 3D plotters. 
The federal government needed 
mapping of the types of trees all 
around the province. Spruce for 
instance, was very important for 
the making of aircraft at the time. 

Rumours that funding for the 
mapping project was ending led 
to a move to the University of 
Victoria as a mature student in the 
Faculty of Education. He got his 
teaching certificate and was hired, 
along with Kay Smith, Dora Blake 
and Robert Rutherford, to teach 
at Metchosin Elementary, where 
he was given a grade 4/5 class 
with 45 students. He met Marian 
Helgesen, whom he greatly 
admired, and to allow Marian ad-
ministration time, he would take 
her class and teach Social Studies 
to 56 pupils. Mr. Hall, who lived 
where the My-Chosen Café is 
now, was the janitor. 

The old school house was still 
being used and, being raised in 
the city, he learned a lot about 
rural life, seeing deer hunted along 
Metchosin Road on his way to work 
and being taught how to fly fish. He 
had never caught a trout before.

Books and films were bor-
rowed from the Provincial Library 
until years later when the Home 
and School Association arranged 
for the book mobile to start visit-
ing the school.

In the early days the Metchosin 
Hall, which was a drafty old place 
with a smoky old furnace, was 
used for gym class and Christmas 
concerts; the room was full of 
smoke but everyone in the com-
munity came. 

To enable buses to cover other 
routes, children from Beecher 
Bay were dropped at the school 
at 7:30 am and picked up at 
4:30 pm. Mr. Gould thought this 

unacceptable, so he drove the 
route himself and made a plan so 
that the hours for the Beecher Bay 
children could conform to what 
the other children had. The plan 
was established even though Ernie 
Hyndman, the new Inspector, said 
if it went wrong, it would be on 
Mr. Gould’s head. 

He found the Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA) to be a strong 
group of supportive parents. The 
closest hospital was St. Joseph’s, 
in downtown Victoria, and the 
PTA organized a list of parents 
that could drive a student there if 
there was a need.  When a huge 
show of orcas was spotted off of 
Rocky Point, the parents shuttled 
students all afternoon to see the 
show. No permission slips were 
required in those days. 

One day the siren at the fire 
hall went for over an hour but 
no one arrived. Mr. Gould could 
see that Jim Spears, the chief, was 
pacing back and forth in front of 
the hall. He discovered that the 
tanker truck was needed up on 
Rocky Point Road but Jim could 
not go without some one with 
him. Mr. Gould saw himself as a 
member of the community and 
helped without hesitation, his first 
ride on a fire truck. 

A highlight of his time at 
Metchosin Elementary was the 

centennial of the old school house 
in 1972. Lieutenant Governor 
Nicholson came to do the dedica-
tion and was invited to stay and 
enjoy a few of the primary pupils’ 
performances. Mr. Gould stayed 
for the entire afternoon. Many of 
the children were from farms and 
Mr. Gould became a great sup-
porter of 4H because it taught so 
many skills. 

Mr. Gould’s overriding aim was 
for his pupils to know how impor-
tant education and learning were. 
He was determined they would 
be well prepared. He taught them 
how to learn. 

He went on to Glen Lake 
School and to John Stubbs before 
his retirement. 

Mr. Gould stayed busy in 
retirement, building a house on 
Piers Island and volunteering with 
the Queen Alexandra Hospital 
Foundation Board. He was part of 
the team that established what is 
now the one-stop children’s health 
services facility on Wale Road.

MY-CHOSENCafé

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

250-474-2333250-474-2333

Come in and experience our Come in and experience our 
quaint country atmosphere quaint country atmosphere 
and our hearty portions of and our hearty portions of 
great home-cooked foods!great home-cooked foods!

MY-CHOSEN MY-CHOSEN 

PIZZAPIZZA
Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays 

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays 

Pickup after noon, Pickup after noon, 
delivery after 4pmdelivery after 4pm

250-474-5576250-474-5576

 The young Mr. Gould about to launch on his 
teaching career.

Mr. Gould at 90, able to reflect on a long life and career as 
a teacher in Metchosin. Photo by Stephanie S. Longstaff

http://www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
mailto:mcahouse@telus.net


9May 2021 • Metchosin Muse8 Metchosin Muse • May 2021

In Metchosin’s Own WordsIn Metchosin’s Own Words
Fair Market Value?
The Boys and Girls Club of Greater Victoria Foundation 
Treasurer Wayne Jensen asserted in the Times Colonist 
on February 5 that the Club purchased the Metchosin 
Property in 2004 at “fair market value” and repeated 
this assertion in the March issue of the Metchosin Muse.  
Club Executive Director Dalyce Dixon repeated this 
same claim in her March 15 presentation at the District 
of Metchosin Public Hearing for Bylaw 668.
An appraisal was done on the property to establish a 

sale price, however, the Metchosin Camp property was 
never publicly listed for sale.  The actual market price 
was never tested.  Rather, as stated within the Club’s 
Create A Ripple fundraising campaign brochure, the 
BC Crown via the BC Buildings Corporation offered 
the Club a preferential first option to purchase.  This 
excluded the possibility of any and all competing of-
fers.  In addition, the Club was given successive time 
extensions to get their funding in place, to complete the 
deal.  Further, some portion of the final funding and/or 
financing arrangement appears to have been contributed 
(or forgiven) by British Columbia.
In aggregate, these transaction details do not consti-

tute a purchase under fair market value terms, or at fair 
market value price. 

Carol Voyt

Wider Perspective Needed
The Boys and Girls Club (BGC) has said at Council and 
reiterated in a Muse article that “Our goal, which we 
have stated many times, was to sell one 40-acre parcel”. A 
Google search finds no mention of the land sale before 
December 2020. 

Despite the fact that nothing in the recently passed 
Bylaw 668 impedes this goal and despite their statement 
that “The children’s charity never intended to develop the 
land or divide it in into smaller lots”, BGC now feels they 
must “scramble to retain the value of this land...submitting 
plans to subdivide the property into building lots”. 
This is an exceedingly narrow perspective on value for 

a charity that for decades has accepted significant public 
and philanthropic funding, to support nature-based 
outdoor youth programs. Sold as a 40 acre property to 
another youth focussed organisation,  BGC would get 
the assessed value of the land, and the value attained by 
wilderness youth programs. Google “Wilderness Youth 
Programs” records 7,410,000 hits. BGC may feel there is 
no longer a need for this type of programming but ap-
parently millions of other organisations do.

Aneita Strauss 

Maintenance Costs?
It is a mystery to me why the forested part of the Boys 
and Girls Club property has become so burdensome 
to its administration, when at the beginning it was 
declared to be a major asset. The land hasn’t changed. 
Boys and girls haven’t changed, although the increas-
ingly crowded world they live in has added to the chal-
lenges they must face.
It seems to me the change in perspective comes from 

the leaders, and the leadership they are providing. The 
asset of just a few years ago has now become a liability. 
“Selling this land and shedding the maintenance cost 

will do an immense amount of good for the children 
and youth of the entire region.” This statement is simply 
unjustifiable.  For one thing, the amount of maintenance 
performed over the years has been demonstrably mini-
mal, and if the Club has been paying anyone on this ac-
count, they have been duped. And municipal taxes have 
been waived.
On the other hand, “the immense amount of good for 

the children... ” is not specified, yet it is unsound busi-
ness practice to liquefy assets without a specific purpose.
Mention is made of poor communications with the 

Metchosin Council, yet until this Council Meeting it 
has been impossible to communicate with Club man-
agement; attempts to do so have been referred to a real 
estate agency.
Quite clearly the present Board of the Girls and Boys 

Club of Victoria have some explaining to do.

Christopher G. Pratt,
(Metchosin property owner since 1947)

Fundraising First
Wayne Jensen of the Boys and Girls Club (the BCG) 
advised Council and the audience at the Public Hearing 
on Bylaw 668 on March 15 that “we have heard loud and 
clear that many people want this land preserved ... but 
what we haven’t heard is anyone offering a solution. We 
have not seen any community fundraising”.
While gratified that the BGC is getting the message 

from the public on preservation, his disconnect on what 
action the public should take tells more of the BGC 
intent. For example, starting in 1984 BGC started the 
Create a Ripple campaign to fund paying of the mort-
gage and construction of facilities for the Wilderness 
Camp. The campaign had to run 6 years to achieve its 
objectives.
Given the recent tax assessment of $2m for the 40 

acres which BGC wants to sell now for subdivision, and 
the fact that the public only learned of the club’s intent 
in October 2020, how would it be possible to raise the 
money in the time available? 
If the BGC advises it will put a hold on the sale for a 

significant period, the community might be in a realistic 
position to respond to the challenge. Until that advice is 
given, Mr. Jensen’s words are pure puffery, and could be 
considered an insult to the community.

Ken Farquharson

Give Kids Room to Roam
To be able to roam in the wild is transformative.  That is why 
the Boys and Girls Club’s (the BGC) decision to subdivide the 
Wilderness Camp is such a travesty.
The BGC has been recorded as saying they support keep-

ing the property in its natural state for both the benefit of the 
participants in their programs and in order to protect the sen-
sitive environment situated within its boundaries. To about 
face on these intentions is a huge betrayal to the residents of 
Metchosin and Greater Victoria.
It is disingenuous of the BGC to suggest that the site is no 

longer as useful for programing. The population increases in 
Langford and Colwood have been mainly families with chil-
dren. Impoverished families, isolated by COVID, are crying 
out for room to roam in the outdoors. To reduce such access 
for youth in need is incredibly short sighted. 
Lastly, the complete and utter failure of the BGC to engage 

the surrounding community and stakeholders in a meaning-
ful public process, while hiring a lawyer to speak for them, 
suggests they have no care for the community that has sup-
ported them so generously over years. For Wayne Jensen, the 
director/treasurer of the BGC to say they are being bullied is 
beyond sanctimonious, and given their handling of this issue, 
to act surprised that the community responded with protests 
and petitions is either naïve or callous. 

Rachel French de Mejia

Wilderness Maintenance? 
I would like to address a comment made by Sue Hobler, 
Director Human & Resource Development of the Boys & 
Girls Club of Greater Victoria in the April Metchosin Muse. 
She states: “But costs to maintain the pristine property, includ-
ing equipment, trail improvements, insurance, safety en-
hancements and professional arborist services, amount to tens 
of thousands of dollars every year...”  I lived on Lomax Road 
for 25 years and I’m familiar with the 40 acres being sold. 
Today, apart from the small off-grid wilderness cabin, those 
acres remain completely undeveloped, which is the value of 
the land for outdoor experience and for conservation. I re-
member when the trail was developed and lined with rocks.  
Thirty-five years later the rocks are covered by moss and 

sections of the trail are overgrown; but those are the only 
changes – no equipment, no safety enhancements and no 
obvious arborist services. The “tens of thousands of dollars” 
every year are likely being spent on the buildings and facili-
ties on the part of the property that is being retained, so those 
expenses will continue and will still not release money for 
“critical programming for children and youth.”  This brings 
into question the Club’s property management and account-
ing acumen. What statements that come from this organiza-
tion can we believe?

Beverley Hall

Who Benefits? 
As a former employee of Boys and Girls Club of Greater 
Victoria (BGCVIC), I believe I am in a position to give 
some context regarding BGCVIC Foundation’s claim: 
“Selling this land, and shedding the maintenance costs, 
will do an immense amount of good for the children 
and youth of this entire region”. During my time there, 
the 40 acres they wish to sell was seldom maintained, 
if ever. It is a natural haven including untouched Garry 
oak, Arbutus, and second-growth Douglas fir forests. I 
have found that the majority of the claimed maintenance 
costs on the Metchosin property is related to the 58 acres 
that is not for sale, where most of the infrastructure is 
located. 
I would be remiss not to mention that Metchosin 

Council have been gifting BGCVIC property tax ex-
emptions exceeding $200k since 2004. What are these 
exorbitant maintenance costs they have incurred that are 
urging them to sell and subdivide the 40 acres – for the 
good of the children? 
The cost of owning an invaluable community asset is 

negligible when you consider in-kind donations, com-
munity volunteers, and donated materials. Retaining 
this resource for nature-based programs already does an 
immense amount of good for the children and youth. 
Why not let this continue by keeping the 40 acres in one 
parcel and passing the torch to another agency that has 
the same vision and intentions that BGCVIC promoted 
vigorously less than a decade ago through their Create a 
Ripple fundraising Campaign.

Samantha Jubinville-Mah 
Former BGCVIC Employee

Not a Smear Campaign 
At the Metchosin Council Public Hearing on March 
15th, Wayne Jensen, Boys and Girls Club of Greater 
Victoria Foundation Financial Dude, made comment to 
the public concerns about the subdevelopment of their 
Metchosin property. Among many things, he stated “In 
recent months we have seen protests and petitions, and 
our children’s charity has been publicly smeared for our 
well-intentioned actions”.
As one of the co-publishers of the petition and sup-

porters of the rally, I can attest to our well-intentioned 
actions. These platforms are not and never were meant 
to smear the name of the Club, nor the names of any 
community supporters or stakeholders for that matter. 
It is completely within our civic right to promote our 
opinion embedded with facts that we have tirelessly 
gathered in an effort to educate members of the public 
on the story. 
Furthermore, these platforms were an opportunity to 

ignite and magnify community voices that the Club had 
not listened to. Do you really think former employees 
would publish information if we thought BGC’s ac-
tions were well-intended? Expression of our concern 
is deeply-rooted in how their actions will hinder the 
ecosystems and any future opportunity at nature-based 
learning for youth. 

Lauren Bernardi 
Former BGCVIC Employee

Waiting List?
The Boys and Girls Club of Greater Victoria tried to 
convince those present at the Public Meeting, March 
15, that times had changed and there was no longer any 
real uptake for the Metchosin Wilderness Camp. Club 
leadership said demand was high for their other camps 
but not for this outdoor adventure camp. The Club also 
implied that they had other venues offering similar ex-
periences to the Metchosin Camp. 
It was therefore quite stunning to see on the Boys and 

Girls Club website, just a few days later, a notice that the 
Metchosin Camp was already full (!) and informed the 
public that people could email to get on a waiting list. 
The other camps were all listed as “Urban Adventure” 
and still had space.
These public statements from the Club cannot all 

be true at the same time.  It is not possible that there 
is no demand for the Wilderness Camp and that the 
Wilderness Camp was full before any of their other 
camps. So, which statement to the public was not true? 
The one at the meeting or the one on the website? Or 
both?

Michael Petrocci

Local Residents Speak Out on the Boys and Girls Club’s Proposal

Letters to the Editor
 
The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of not 
more than 200 words. Your letter may be edited for style 
or length. 

Please email your letter to metchosinmuse@gmail.com 
(with electronic signature if possible). An address and 
telephone number are required but will not be published. 

Letters to the editor express the views of the writer who 
is solely responsible for their content.

mailto:metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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Tractor Time Equipment
4377C Metchosin Road
Victoria, BC V9C 3Z4
Ph.  250.474.3301
Fax 250.483.6252
Cell 250.588.2195
www.tractortime.com

SMITH TRACTOR
0000 Street Name.Town Name
000.000.0000.dealersite.com

GET 0% ON SELECT 
MODELS* DURING 
MAHINDRA’S RED TAG 
SALES EVENT!

*Available 0% APR financing on purchases of selected new Mahindra 

tractor models from participating dealers’ inventory on qualified 

purchases through Mahindra Finance US LLC.  A down-payment may 

be required for selected tractor models. Subject to credit review and 

approval and other terms and conditions. All financing is in Mahindra 

Finance USA LLC’s sole discretion. Offer available for a limited time only 

and subject to change without notice. 

MahindraUSA.com © 2020 Mahindra USA Inc.

A Farewell to Metchosin’s 
Roadside Steward
Barb Sawatsky

Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Jatkowski was a familiar face 
in Metchosin. Most days she could be seen 
patrolling Metchosin’s ditches and road-
sides, armed with stick and bags accompa-
nied by her hound, Zosia, picking up litter, 
cleaning up other people’s messes.

Born to Polish parents on December 29, 
1950, in Victoria, BC, Liz’s first language 
was Polish. Her daughter, Irene, said that 
she grew up on the Gorge, the eldest of four 
children. Following high school, she trained 
as a Licensed Practical Nurse, worked at 
Royal Jubilee Hospital in the pediatric ward 
then at Glendale and Seven Oaks with 
mental health patients, “which she really 
enjoyed.” Irene and her parents moved to 
Metchosin, “about 26 or 27 years ago” where 
Irene grew up and attended local schools. 

Most of Liz’s interests took her outdoors. 
She explored all the trails in Metchosin, 
carrying out bags of garbage that she had 
found on her hike. She did not enjoy be-
ing in groups of people, preferring to chat 
to individuals. She loved fishing with her 
friend, Wayne. Zosia would go along for 
the boat ride. Liz loved to work in her many 
gardens then generously gave away most 

of the produce to people she knew in the 
community, sold some at her roadside stand 
for a nominal amount, and donated boxes 
of apples to local animals. Irene laughed, 
“Mom’s motto was ‘Grow It Then Give It 
Away.’ We knew if we wanted to get hold of 
her, we had to phone after dark because if 
there was light, she was outside. She was a 
saver of all plants and animals; if something 
was sick or hurt, she would make it well. 
Except she didn’t like rabbits! She loved 
all birds, especially vultures, and could 
identify all of them. But she really didn’t 
like rabbits!” Liz shunned committees, 
preferring hands-on work and being able 
to see the results of her efforts at the end of 
the day. She was a welcome volunteer at the 
clean-up after the MCA’s Mighty Metchosin 
Garage Sale where she would spend the 
week sorting items then driving the boxes 
to drop off at thrift stores, a huge help and 
much appreciated.

In September, 2015 at the Awards 
Ceremony on Metchosin Day, Councillor 
Moralea Milne presented Liz with the 
much-deserved Friends of the Earth Award 
which still hangs on her living room wall. 
However, receiving the award did not stop 
her from attending council meetings to give 
them what-for when she felt it was needed.

 
 
 

Approximately one year ago, Liz was 
diagnosed with an inoperable cancer. An 
immensely private individual, she kept the 
news to herself and did not even share it 
with Irene for some time. Three months 
ago, when Liz needed help, Irene quit her 
job in Port Alberni and moved in with her 
Mom to help. Since Liz’s death, people have 
stopped at the house to share stories and 
with each anecdote Irene has learned some-
thing new about her Mom, often saying, “I 
didn’t know that about her!” 

Liz Jatkowski died on March 2, 2021 at 
the age of 70. It will be a long time be-
fore we lose the memory of Liz and Zosia 
patrolling Metchosin’s roads, making our 
community a tidier place.

2015 Friends of the Earth Award Presentation 
to Liz Jatkowski by Moralea Milne

The “Friends of the Earth” award is 
given out to a resident or group who 
has contributed in a significant way to 
Metchosin’s environment. Sometimes 
this has been through agricultural 
practices, through conservation 
initiatives and through stewardship 
and education. This year we honour 
Liz Jatkowski. Liz literally walks the 
talk. Almost every day you can see Liz 
walking her dogs alongside our roads, 

and as she walks, she picks up litter. 
Over the years she has collected and 
disposed of vast quantities of garbage. 
Without ever being asked, or without 
ever asking for assistance, she has made 
it her mission to clean up after the 
plague of litterbugs that drive though 
and within our community. It’s past 
due time for us to recognize her one-
woman crusade – let’s give a big thanks 
to Liz Jatkowski 

Liz Jatkowski and her constant 
companion, Zosia.  

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

 Moralea Milne (right) and Liz Jatkowski, both 
now sadly gone, at the 2015 Friends of the 

Earth presentation.

Contact us 
with your 

scoop!
metchosinmuse@

gmail.com 

metchosinmuse.ca

Cosmic Ray Comics

mailto:metchosinmuse@gmail.com
mailto:metchosinmuse@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinmuse.ca
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5447 Rocky Point Road
Metchosin

250-478-6186
www.glenrosafarm.com
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Our restaurant 
operations are closed 
at this time; we truly 
thank our wonderful 
community for the 
incredible support 

over the years!

Now offering 
Neapolitan Style 

Pizza
Friday & Saturday

3:00–7:00 pm
Pickup only

See our website for menu

GLENROSA 
FARM

                  Phone cards • Movie rentals • 
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat 

and fruit pies • Bakery items •  Fresh produce and 
cut flowers • Hardware and Grocery •         

• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coffee • 
You need it, we have it!

Open 
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm

Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm

VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax:  250-478-2405

1407-4495 Happy Valley Road • 250.478.5150 
info@metchosinseniors.ca • www.metchosinseniors.ca

Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC)
www.metchosinseniors.ca

SENIORS’ CENTRE 
WITHOUT WALLS PILOT 
PROJECT 
The Metchosin Seniors’ 
Association (MSA) has received 
a United Way Healthy Aging 
grant to set up a Seniors’ Centre 
Without Walls pilot project. It 
will offer free phone-based and 
video-based events and activities 
for seniors to take part in safely 
from the comfort of home. 

The genesis of Seniors’ 
Centre Without Walls began in 
New York more than 40 years 
ago to bring the city’s rich 
culture into the homes of older 
adults who could not easily get 
out to museums and libraries. 

That evolved into Seniors’ 
Centres Without Walls, which 
are now in various incarnations 
around the globe with the goal 
to support social connections 
for seniors, to build an inclusive 
community atmosphere, and to 
ensure accessibility of social op-
portunities and health/wellness 
information to all seniors. 

The MSA, through the 
Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC), 
will create a Metchosin-style 
Centre Without Walls. We plan 
to host up to four events per 
month starting this June. Topic 
areas are health, wellness, arts, 
culture, education, information, 
and socializing. Events might 

include art classes, trivia games, 
interviews with Metchosin 
seniors, and presentations on 
trending issues. We plan to in-
clude local presenters as much as 
possible. There will be a range of 
options to listen, engage or have 
a full discussion. Most sessions 
will be small in size, and an hour 
or less. Pick up next month’s 
Muse for a calendar of events! 

What topics might interest 
you?  Do you have any top-
ics to suggest? Would you take 
part by phone or computer or a 
combination of both? Are there 
days of the week or times of day 
that you prefer? We want to hear 
from you!

The Seniors’ Resource Centre is operated by the Metchosin Seniors’ Association. The Centre is open Monday 
through Thursday from 12:00–4:00 pm. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the centre is open to the public by 
appointment only. Please call us at 250-478-5150 or email info@metchosinseniors.ca. Staff, board members 
and volunteers are available to assist seniors and their families with support, resources and services.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Program Assistant, Seniors’ Centre Without Walls
The MSA is contracting a program assistant for the pilot project. Are you energetic and enthu-
siastic about working with seniors? Are you a good networker able to forge partnerships with 
local groups and organizations? The Program Assistant will report to the SRC Coordinator 
and work with a committee of volunteers. 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Intake and registration of participants
• Outreach with participants in need of assistance and /or additional information
• Assist with the development of new program topics and materials
• Administrative support for the program including mail/email out of packages and maintaining 

participant records
• Facilitate telephone and video- based programming for small groups of seniors including foster-

ing conversations and assisting guest speakers
• Performing other duties as required

COMPETENCE AND BEHAVIOURS:
• Experience in general administrative duties including data collection, preparing routine corre-

spondence and general office procedures
• Computer skills, including Microsoft Office, video conferencing platforms
• Excellent interpersonal and public relations skills

This contract position is up to 5 hours per week from June to March at $18/hr with flexible hours. 
Submit resumes to info@metchosinseniors.ca by May 15.

Butterfly and Bee 
Highways
Joannie Challenger

When the Muse received a letter from a butterflyway ranger recently, it  
understandably piqued our interest.  Marnie Essery, the writer of the let-
ter, wanted to inform the Metchosin community about the Butterflyway 
Project with which she is involved, and to enlist our support.

You are probably already aware of the importance of bees and butter-
flies in our world, and how concerning it has been to scientists that the 
numbers of these insects have been rapidly decreasing in the past years. 
In 2017 the Suzuki Foundation began the Butterflyway project, recruit-
ing ranger volunteers whose job is to connect with local communities to 
make “highways” across Canada for the butterflies and bees by planting 
native plants and providing an environment to support them as they fly 
from one region to another.

This project seems to be a good fit for Metchosin, given our rural en-
vironment and the many native plants that we already have here. Please 
read Marnie’s letter below to find out more about this project.

To District of 
Metchosin Residents,
I have been chosen to be a 
Butterfly Ranger volunteer in the 
Butterflyway Project with The 
David Suzuki Foundation. It’s a 
resident-led movement that is cre-
ating habitat for local bees and but-
terflies in communities throughout 
Canada. Wild pollinators such as 
butterflies and bees are crucial to 
human survival. Climate change, 
development and widespread 
pesticide use are compromising 
their habitat and food sources. The 
Butterflyway Project aims to help 
people step up efforts to help pol-
linators find food and shelter.

In my role as a Butterflyway 
Ranger, I am looking for friends, 
neighbours and community 
groups from the West Shore that 
can help fill our community with 
native wildflowers that support 
pollinating insects.  

Will you join me in creating a 
Butterflyway?

My hope is that together we can 
start small – adding native plants 
to gardens and yards of friends, 
neighbours and to community 
green spaces this spring – but 
dream big, with hopes of creating 
a network of pollinator patches 
in yards, parks and green spaces 
throughout our community.  

If you have native plant seeds 
or starters to share, please contact 
me and I will arrange a conve-
nient time for pick up so I can 
distribute these for planting.

If you do create a butterflyway, 
I would love to have these pictures 
emailed to me to share with the 
David Suzuki Foundation. 

I look forward to hearing back 
from you! 

Sincerely,
Marnie Essery 

Butterflyway Ranger with David 
Suzuki Foundation 

butterflyranger21@gmail.com

One Size Does 
Not Fit All  
Update on the First Responder Petition
Chris Moehr and others

Communication between vari-
ous provincial authorities, the BC 
Emergency Health Services, and 
four volunteer Metchosin organi-
zations has been ongoing during 
the past three months. The goal 
of this effort is the re-instatement 
of our former 911 call-out status 
as it impacts our First Response 
team and residents. As you may 
recall, prior to 2018 and the 
introduction of a centralized, 
province-wide dispatch system, 
our Metchosin Fire Department 
and First Responders would be 
notified of all 911 calls affecting 
our capture area. Under the cur-
rent model, that is only the case 
in approximately one-third of all 
911 calls. The upshot of this is 
that Metchosin and Beecher Bay 
residents are left unnecessarily at 
risk in terms of their wellbeing 
and safety.

It is worth stating that what 
is being asked for is to allow our 
First Responders to do what they 
do best, i.e., to be available to act 
in a timely, knowledgeable and 
supportive role to BC Ambulance 
Service. Unfortunately, at the 
time of writing, the latest cor-
respondence from provincial 
authorities does not begin to 
address our concerns. 

With that in mind, please 
note that some progress has 
been made. The Times Colonist 
recently published a comprehen-
sive and well-balanced article 
focusing on this local issue (see 
Times Colonist, April 7, Section 
A-3). Further, no less than eleven 
mayors in the Vancouver area 
submitted a formal request to 
the Province expressing their 
concern and discontent with 
the new dispatch system with 
respect to First Responders. We 
also understand that at least one 
other rural community has been 
given a full re-instatement of 
First Responder alerts.

This effort is ongoing. In the 
interim, your local organizations 
wish to extend the opportunity 
for residents to ‘virtually sign on’ 
as co-petitioners. If you have not 
already done so, please forward 
your first and last name, street 
address and postal code to: 
metchosinaprm@gmail.com, or 
simply call Chris Moehr  
250-478-8060, or Kathy Saluke 
250-478-6549 and we will take it 
from there. We are also inter-
ested in hearing from you if you 
have personal experiences in re-
gard to the above that you would 
like to share, either in confidence 
or otherwise.

mailto:info@metchosinseniors.ca
http://www.metchosinseniors.ca
mailto:info@metchosinseniors.ca
mailto:butterflyranger21@gmail.com
mailto:metchosinaprm@gmail.com
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Another Growing Concern in Metchosin

Barb Sawatsky

Horizon Nurseries has been a 
growing concern in Metchosin 
for 21 years but prior to the 
Times Colonist newspaper article 
of March 25, 2021, few people 
were aware that a local plant 

business was responsible for the 
“Welcome To Victoria” flowerbed 
in Victoria’s Inner Harbour. 

Colin and Willy McCrea pur-
chased their home and two-acre 
property on Metchosin Road 
in 2000 because Colin, a horti-
culturist, felt that “the land was 

enticing,” said Willy. “He knew 
that with the amount of sun it 
receives and with the slope of the 
land it would be perfect for green-
houses.” Colin has been in the 
plant business for approximately 
26 years. Working at times from 
dawn until dusk, he plants and 
maintains the sites at Government 
House, 
Craigdarroch 
Castle, St. Ann’s 
Academy and 
Ogden Point as 
well as being 
contracted by the 
Victoria Harbour 
Authority (VHA) 
to beautify the Inner Harbour. 
Willy does most of the greenhouse 
transplanting, has a bookkeeping 
business and teaches classes at 
the Langford YM/YWCA, all of 
which keeps her extremely busy.  

The Welcome To Victoria 
flower bed in Victoria’s Inner 
Harbour has greeted visitors since 
1954 and Horizon Nurseries, with 

their two permanent, full-time 
employees and extra temporary 
workers when needed, have been 
planting and maintaining them 
for over 25 years. Twice a year, 
spring and fall, 250 plants go into 
each replanting. This year, with 
the cancellation of the cruise ship 
season to Victoria, Colin was 

informed that the VHA did not 
have the revenue to finance the 
“Welcome” flowerbed. Sad news 
for a man who not only likes to 
make things beautiful but who 
had already committed to pur-
chasing the plants from his broker 
in Vancouver! “Because people 
need to see beauty,” he made the 
decision to go ahead and plant 

it regardless. When CHEK-TV 
learned of the situation, they 
donated $7,000 to cover the cost 
of the plants. Fibrous begonias are 
now in greenhouses, waiting until 
they are of planting size in May. 
Horizon Nurseries has also do-
nated 17 hanging baskets for the 
Inner Harbour area, whereas nor-

mally they would 
be placing 100 
baskets in down-
town Victoria. 
Without these two 
businesses com-
ing forward, 2021 
would have been 
the first time in 

66 years that visitors to the Inner 
Harbour would not see the famil-
iar, colourful greeting. 

For the good news story and 
for working to keep downtown 
Victoria’s harbour bright and 
cheerful, thank you Colin and 
Willy McCrea and Horizon 
Nurseries and CHEK-TV! 

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel

CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4

 Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

Metchosin’s Willy and Colin McCrea 
keep Victoria’s Inner Harbour beautiful. 

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

“Because people need to see beauty.”

Contact the Muse metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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A P R M
ASSOCIATION for the PROTECTION of RURAL METCHOSIN

2021 Membership Campaign
Don’t forget to renew your membership. 

www.metchosinaprm.org

Local Farmers and Farms

Wind Whipped Farm 
“We Farm, You Feast”
Marie-Térèse Little, Councillor, 
Parks Chair, District of Metchosin

As promised in its name, the wind 
roared straight up from the Salish 
Sea when I visited Wind Whipped 
Farm on William Head Road in 
Metchosin this spring. The pan-
demic has left many young entre-
preneurs in the lurch and I was 
curious how the young farmers 
at this operation were faring.

Although the Fletcher fam-
ily have been stewards of the 
10-acre parcel of land since 
the 1980’s, Wind Whipped 
Farm was established in 2008 
by Alex Fletcher and Virginie 
Lavallée-Picard. They met 
at Lester B. Pearson College 
and returned to Metchosin 
after spending four years 
living and studying Human 
Ecology at the College of 
the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, 
Maine. With a common inter-
est in organic farming and 
environmental stewardship, 
they originally farmed within 
a small area of the land and 
sold at their road stand and 
the Metchosin Farmers’ 
Market. After a remarkable 
fact-finding 3000 km cycle-
tour of over 20 small farms 
throughout Eastern Canada 
and the United States, Alex 
and Virginie returned to 
Metchosin with some fresh 
wisdom for the 2011 growing 
season. Improvements were 
made to their farming operation 
including installing soil drainage, 
irrigation, and plumbing. They 
also built a farm shop and a walk-
in cooler and expanded the grow-
ing space by adding a deer fence. 

Wind Whipped Farm is now 
firmly established as a local food 
producer, local employer with 
three to four part-time employ-
ees, and is certified organic by 
the Islands Organic Producer 
Association (IOPA) Three sturdy 
greenhouses are used for seed-
lings and crops. 50 to 75 varieties 
of vegetables are cultivated on one 
acre of land with an emphasis on 
seasonal vegetables that maximize 
production in small spaces.

They are also committed to 
being active and integral mem-
bers of our rural community and 
to making a positive difference, 

locally and beyond. They are 
proud members of regional, 
national, and international 
farm and food advocacy groups. 
Besides farming, Alex serves 
on the District of Metchosin’s 
Agriculture Advisory Committee 
and Virginie works as the Food 
Systems Coordinator for The City 
of Victoria.

Intensely interested in being 
part of a thriving community and 
group of local food providers, 
they are motivated by their con-
nection to the community. They 
have benefited greatly from the 
mentorship of local farmers and 
the support of countless com-
munity members who value local 
food. They believe there is great 
potential for increased local food 
production and that the ecologi-
cal, economic, and community 
benefits are numerous.  They are 
interested in supporting addi-
tional beginning-farmers to secure 
long-term land tenure to establish 
more small farms; however, they 
recognize that the prohibitive cost 
of land and housing are major 
barriers.  For this reason, they 
support the CRD initiative to 
create a Foodlands Trust. They 
also believe that Metchosin needs 

an agricultural plan to implement 
the agricultural vision laid out in 
the Official Community Plan and 
improve the viability of agricul-
ture in Metchosin.

Since 2016, Alex and Virginie 
have coordinated the Local 
Food Box, a marketing partner-
ship with other local producers. 
Weekly food boxes contain fruit 

and vegetables from Wind 
Whipped Farm, lamb, pork 
and chicken from Parry Bay 
Sheep Farm and Stillmeadow 
Farms, eggs from Swallow 
Hill Farm, honey from Wind 
Weaver Farm and flower bou-
quets grown and designed by 
Ninebark Farm. Customers 
can pay up front or by install-
ments throughout the grow-
ing season. 

In the ongoing global 
pandemic, Wind Whipped 
Farm was not spared the pas-
sionate plea for local produce. 
Although their original plan 
was to not farm the land in 
2019 and instead focus on 
infrastructure improvements, 
it became apparent that the 
community needed the secu-
rity of locally produced food. 
It did not seem responsible or 
wise to close the farm opera-
tion when so many people 
were so keenly seeking local 
produce. As is typical with 
other local farms, Alex and 
Virginie quickly pivoted to 
a new plan to support their 

community. Demand for their 
locally produced products has 
thankfully grown during the pan-
demic. They hope that the interest 
and the demand continue. 

With growing pressures from 
surrounding communities, 
Metchosin residents will have 
to plan wisely and work hard to 
remain a productive rural com-
munity. The key to our long-term 
food security and sustainability 
and the rural aspect of our com-
munity lies with the adaptability, 
resilience, strength, and success 
of our dynamic local farmers like 
Alex and Virginie. 

Contact information for Wind 
Whipped Farm is: 4645b William 
Head Road, Metchosin,  
250-661-8099,  
thelocalfoodbox@gmail.com  
www.thelocalfoodbox.com. 

Virginie Lavallée-Picard tenderly 
tending to tomatoes. 

Photo by Marie-Térèse Little

Alex, babe in arms and Virginie at Wind Whipped Farm. “We Farm, You Feast” is their motto. 
Photo by Marie-Térèse Little

New Editor 
Needed for the 
Metchosin Muse
Johnny Carline

As the Muse has expanded in scope and more and more 
contributors submit more and more interesting articles, 
which we deeply appreciate, the need for a third editor 
is getting more and more pressing. Consequently, we are 
looking for expressions of interest from people who might 
want to see what the  newspaper editing experience is like. 
No commitment required to begin with and, if it all works 
out, the intention is that a new editor would eventually edit 
three issues a year, which is very manageable.

If this at all grabs your interest and you would like to 
see whether joining the Muse team (and they really are a 
fun lot, not a bit mean) either as an editor or in any other 
capacity, please contact us at metchosinmuse@gmail.com 
or phone Johnny at 250 474 4601. 

http://iopa.ca/
http://iopa.ca/
http://www.thelocalfoodbox.com
mailto:metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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STUDIO DIRECTORY
MACCA Offi ce
Room #1036: Regular offi ce hours are Wednesdays 10:00 – 1:30 pm. MACCA will continue to host 
the Ivy Kent Art exhibition as an Art Auction until May 31s.t There are two ways to bid on the origi-
nal art pieces: on-site or online metchsoinartcentre.ca or email info@metchosinartcentre.com.

Shift-It-Studio
Room #1034: Christina Merkley offers in-person and online facilitation and coaching with a visual 
twist.  An early pioneer in the Graphic Facilitation fi eld, she teaches internationally through her 
online school. See MACCA website for specials for Metchosinites. www.shift-it-coach.com

Point of View
Hallway Gallery: The Ivy Kent exhibit will remain on the hallway walls until the end of May. This origi-
nal art is being offered for auction. See the MACCA website for online thumbnail photos of Ivy’s works 
or enjoy the show on-site. Minimum bids are $25. Funds will go to the purchase of track lighting.

Shiloh Music
Room #1033: Josh Mansfi eld offers access to a sound booth, audio recording, expert guitar repair 
and lessons, plus multi-camera Zoom lessons and live streaming. www.shilohmusic.com

Metchosin ArtPod
Room #1031: This is a collective of local area artists engaging our community in art through exhi-
bitions, workshops, classes, and events. See Muse articles each month for the latest happenings. 
www.metchosinartpod.ca

Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC)
Room #1047: SRC, operated by Metchosin Seniors’ Association, offers seniors and their families 
support, resources and services to help keep the community age-friendly. See their MUSE col-
umn for monthly updates. www.seniors.ca

Huber Studio – The Written Word and Functional Art
Room #1028: Charla Huber focuses on journalism, storytelling, screenwriting and the spoken 
word, incorporating the Indigenous perspective, inclusion, and cultural respect. Her studio part-
ner, eleven year old Soleil, is exploring leather work, cedar weaving, beading, claymation, and bath 
products. Watch for free Zoom sessions from both artists. www.charlahuber.com

Victoria College of Art
Room #1030: College classes continue to be on-line. www.vca.com

DIY Community Art Studio
Room #2001: Do It Yourself affordable daily or weekly art studio rental for your next project. A 
fl exible space to run workshops, webinars, classes, seminars or your own creative callings. MACCA 
wants to try this format of sharing a bookable large studio space with the community at large. 
Drop us a line if you may be interested or have further ideas. Watch for an online calendar coming 
soon to our website.

Art Lab
Room #2007: Laura Gildner and Blair Taylor are continuing to restructure their upstairs space 
in the development of an art research lab. They’re beginning new collaborations in April with a 
curatorial mentorship program for emerging artists. Watch for exciting videography, installations, 
and exhibitions to come. www.blairtaylor.ca.

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
“Sustaining arts and contemporary culture 

where most of us experience it.”

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE 
4495 Happy Valley Road – info@metchosinartcentre.ca

metchosinartcentre.ca

STUDIOS@MACC – highlights – fi nd the full stories on our website!

FEATURE  

New Studio Space for Community Use
Looking out over the Metchosin village core, this bright, warm and sunny 1000 square foot space 
is now set aside for community use. It includes access to a sink and counter, adjacent washrooms, 
high ceilings and great acoustics. The studio offers an assortment of chairs, drawing boards, 
easels, a model platform, drawing horses, two large wooden tables, a digital projector and screen. 
Book this space for webinars, seminars, workshops, and projects. Rental is $50 per day or $250 per 
week. Email MACCA for more details including availability, rental forms, and payment options.

Follow us on Facebook today @MetchosinArts
4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

#MetchosinArtPod

SHOW:
May 8 – June 27
Weekends 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
Opening Event via Zoom: Saturday, May 8, 
7:00 pm. See our website for details.

Guest Artist and Juror

Heidi Chartrand, Osteoartist

Upcoming Juried Show:

Fusion: Exploring  
Mixed Media 
Deadline for Submission: June 12, 2021
Fusion: Exploring Mixed Media
Show Dates: July 3 – August 29, 2021
Metchosin ArtPod is inviting submissions for a 
mixed media show. 

Metchosin ArtPod Presents:

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Feathers, Fur 
and Fauna

Feature artist Patt Scrivener’s work is cold wax and oil but we also want to show a 
diversity of work that incorporates more than one medium – acrylic, oil, watercolour, 
oil stick, encaustic, collage, photographs, found objects, image transfer, monotypes, 2D 
or 3D – whatever you use to make engaging art.
Submission details: Submit to metchosinartpod@gmail.com, Submission Fee $10/
piece. Max. of three pieces. Details on our website.

A welcome sight! 
Frank Mitchell, who had been 
under the weather, seen out 
and about in Metchosin. 
Photo by Barb Sawatsky

A  Metchosin 
Moment

Neologisms for Metchosin
Brian Domney

My son appears to have inherited my love 
for language – this morning he informed 
me that one of the words that can be made 
from the letters in my full name (Brian 
Douglas Domney) is “undiagnosable”. 
Hmmmm. Seems he might have also inher-
ited my sense of humour too.

This did bring back fond memories of 
my active time with the Muse, particularly 
the members of the team who shared my 
love of words and language - Joan Kew 
who was relentless in identifying and cor-
recting the technical side of drafts, Joan 
Gilbert who could line edit like no one I’ve 
ever seen, and Laura Farquharson and the 
late Stevie Bahrey who could always be de-
pended upon for a timely pun or limerick. 
I was a bear for the semi-colon.  I’ll always 
remember with great fondness our debates, 
bordering on argument, over the Oxford 
comma.  Don’t get me started on that one.

I figure with all the time people have 
these days to ponder the imponderable, it 
might be timely to give readers an op-
portunity to contribute to our collective 
literacy in fun ways. The Washington Post 
had a Neologism competition where they 
invite new definitions for existing words – 
a couple of my favourites are:

• Esplanade – to attempt an explanation 
while drunk; and 

• Rectitude – the formal, dignified bearing 
adopted by a proctologist just before he or 
she exams you. 
Another fun competition involved add-

ing, deleting or changing just one letter in 
a word and coming up with a new defini-
tion.  Favourites there are:
• Reintarnation – being reborn as a 

hillbilly; 
• the Dopeler Effect – the phenomenon 

where really stupid ideas appear reason-
able when they are coming at you fast;

• Bozone Layer – The substance surround-
ing stupid people that stops bright ideas 
from penetrating. It seems to me, the 
Bozone Layer, rather than breaking 
down, has got far stronger in the last few 
years.
So why don’t we have a go at a 

Metchosin Neologism competition? Send 
in a new definition for an existing word, or 
add, delete or change one letter in a word 
and provide a new definition. They can 
be edgy, but if they are, they have to have 
some humour associated too.  No mean-
ness – Dr. Bonnie won’t stand for it and 
neither, I think, will the Muse. 

Send your entries to  
metchosinmuse@gmail.com

mailto:metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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Mar 2 Pearson College 
Drive 
– Medical
Wild Cherry Drive 
– Medical

Mar 4 Pearson College 
Drive 
– Open Burn 
– General

Mar 5 Parry Cross Road 
– Medical

 Kangaroo Road 
– Medical

 Sooke Road 
– MVI

Mar 6 No location specified 
– Open burn – 
Camp fire

 Spellman Place 
– MVI

 Lisandra Road 
– Open burn 
– General

 Kangaroo Road 
– Fire – Misc. Fire

Mar 8 Happy Valley Road 
– Alarm bells 
– Commercial

Mar 14 Metchosin Road 
– Medical

 Grant Road (Sooke) 
– Structure Fire 
Residential

Mar 16 William Head Road 
– Medical

Mar 17 No location specified 
Beach fire

Mar 20 Glen Forest Way 
– Medical

Mar 21 Rocky Point Road 
– Rescue -Rope/
High/Confined

Mar 24 William Head Road 
– MVI

Mar 25 Otter Point (Sooke) 
– Structure Fire 
Commercial

 No location specified 
Beach fire

Mar 27 No location specified 
Beach fire

Mar 29 Metchosin Road 
– Assistance – 
General Public

 Tiswilde Road 
– Medical

 Lindholm Road 
– MVI

Mar 30 Impala Road 
– Assistance – BC 
Ambulance Service

Mar 31 Chalister Court 
– Open burn 
– General

MVI – Motor Vehicle Incident

Fire Department 
Call-Outs MARCH 2021    
Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop  
Check out the Metchosin Fire Department on Facebook  
or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop

RCMP Call-Outs
MARCH 12 – APRIL 10, 2021
Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore

Mar 13 Clapham Road  
– Threats made to a person, 
investigation continuing.

Mar 14 Pearson College Drive 
– Two complaints of a sus-
picious male, patrols failed 
to locate.

Mar 15 Tower Point  
– Suspicious male observed 
on the trail, not located.

Mar 16 Duke Road  
– Possible fraud, reported 
for information.

 Kangaroo Road  
– Possible sighting of a 
stolen vehicle, not located.

Mar 17 Tower Point  
– Two complaints of a male 
indecently exposing him-
self, patrols failed to locate 
the male.

 Duke Road area  
– Assistance provided to 
ambulance service regard-
ing possible suicidal person.

 Parry Cross Road  
– Suspicious vehicle/male. 
Male located and indicated 
he was working in the area.

Mar 19 La Bonne Road  
– Traffic patrol members 
conducted road block, 
one person charged with 
impaired driving related 
offences and vehicle 
impounded.

Mar 20 Sooke Road  
– Credit card fraud, still 
under investigation.  

Mar 21 Sooke Road  
– Deer hit by a vehicle.

 Rocky Point Road  
– Single vehicle accident, no 
injuries, one vehicle towed 
from scene.

 Rocky Point Road  
– Abandoned vehicle. 

Mar 22 Rocky Point Road area  
– Keep the peace regarding 
a domestic dispute.

Mar 23 Sooke Road  
– Erratic driver on Highway 
14, suspect vehicle not 
located.

 Duke Road area  
– Suspicious vehicle 
observed in the area, patrols 
failed to locate it.

Mar 24 William Head Road  
– Single vehicle accident, 
vehicle into ditch on wet 
roads, one person taken to 
hospital by ambulance.

Mar 25 Pedder Bay Drive  
– Report of suspicious 
person, not located.

Mar 27 Rocky Point Road  
– Family disturbance, one 
person spoken to.

 Sooke Road  
– Lost hikers on Sooke 
Wilderness Trail, located 
safe during early morning 
hours.

Mar 28 Sooke Road  
– Erratic driver, vehicle 
located and driver given 
verbal warning.

Mar 29 Duke Road area  
– Neighborhood dispute, 
both parties spoken to. 

 Lindholm Road  
– Accident involving two 
vehicles, no injuries but 
extensive damage to both 
vehicles.

 William Head Road  
– Motorcycles traveling 
at high rates of speed, not 
located. Patrols requested.   

Mar 30 Duke Road area  
– Neighborhood dispute.

 Rocky Point Road  
– Check welfare complaint, 
one person later arrested 
under the Mental Health 
Act and taken to hospital.

 Rocky Point Road  
– Family disturbance, one 
person spoken to.

Mar 31 Sooke Road  
– Two separate complaints 
of vehicles being driven er-
ratically on the highway.

Apr 1 Sooke Road  
– Abandoned vehicle towed 
from highway.

 Happy Valley Road  
– Person littering by throw-
ing garbage onto side of 
road. Patrols failed to locate 
the suspect vehicle.  

Apr 2 Sooke Road  
– Erratic driver, vehicle 
located by Sooke RCMP, 
driver having a medical 
condition.

 Annie Jackson Place  
– Complaint of several 
persons meeting with liquor 
and contrary to COVID 
protocols. People located 
and asked to leave area. 

 Lindholm Road  
– Threats to a person in 
neighborhood dispute. 
People spoken to. 

Apr 5 Sooke Road  
– Erratic driver, passed onto 
Sooke RCMP.

Apr 6 Rocky Point Road area  
– Check welfare of a person, 
located and found to be all 
right.

 Kangaroo Road area  
– Person requesting a Peace 
Bond for fear of injury, 
investigation continuing.

Apr 9 Sooke Road  
– Vehicle stopped for exces-
sive speed by Traffic Unit. 
Driver charged and vehicle 
impounded for seven days.

 William Head Road area –  
Suspicious vehicle observed. 
Owner of vehicle spoken 
to and told there was no 
overnight parking.

 Pears Road –  
Report of impaired driver, 
vehicle located in a drive-
way and driver found to be 
very intoxicated. Charged 
with impaired driving of-
fences and lodged in cells 
until sober. 

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship

and Education
in our

Community

Registered charity
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship

and Education
in our

Community

Registered charity
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Gardening Workshops and Seedling Sales 

• April 10- Seeds and Starts Sale: 9am-4pm
• May 8 - Seeds and Starts Sale: 9am-4pm
• Manure and Organic Fertilizers for sale
•. Year Round Farm Stand: Tue & Sat

More info: www.seablufffarm.com/ 
workshops Certified Organic IOPA  

# 1920  since 2013 

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA 
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044

Nitrogen
Force Variance

Balancing

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
since 1980 
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http://www.westcoasttires.com
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The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included 
under “Events” on this page, or possibly as a separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

Metchosin Fire Department:  
250-478-1307
Police (Non-Emergency): 
250-474-2264

Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032
District Office (office hours): 
250-474-3167 911 • Report a fire

• Report a crime
• Report an accident

• Save a life
• Imminent safety

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

ORGANIZATIONS
AIR CADETS 
250-590-3690 
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com 
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC 
250-382-2052  
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM) 
metchosinaprm@gmail.com 
FB Metchosin APRM 
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON 
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
250-478-2387 
ikmcken@islandnet.com 
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS 
250-478-3344 
crdparks@crd.bc.ca  
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
FREE RANGE SINGERS 
250-478-3319 
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA  
(Metchosin and Colwood) 
250-478-5484  
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA 
250-727-4384

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB 
metchosin4h@gmail.com 
www.metchosin4h.com
METCHOSIN ARTPOD 
metchosinartpod@gmail.com  
metchosinartpod.ca
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL 
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA) 
info@metchosinartcentre.ca  
www.metchosinartcentre.ca 
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE 
250-478-5155  
mcahouse@telus.net  
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com 
METCHOSIN COUNCIL 
250-474-3167 
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca 
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB 
250-474-4601 
www.victoriacricket.com 
FB MetchosinCricketClub
METCHOSIN EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS 
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on 
146.550. POD members can call FRS 
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1 
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY 
250-478-2374 
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com 
mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION 
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca 
metchosinfoundation.ca
METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB 
250-360-7557
METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY 
250-478-6424  
metchosinhall.com
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB 
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES 
COOPERATIVE (MISC) 
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY 
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989 
School Museum, 250-478-0765 
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB 
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL 
250-478-9241  
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com 
www.metchosinpreschool.com 
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com 
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE 
metchosin.sar@gmail.com 
www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTRE 
250-478-5150,  
info@metchosinseniors.ca  
www.metchosinseniors.ca

MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION 
SOCIETY 
250-642-0238
NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM  
(POD Leaders) 
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966 
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES 
ASSOCIATION 
345 Wale Road, Colwood 
250-886-2481 
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org
ROUGH VOICE SINGERS 
250-478-0553
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91, 
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary  
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA 
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS 
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
Shelby Quissy 
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL 
250-478-2286 
info@westshorearts.org  
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY  
CONCERT BAND 
250-474-3999  
info@westshoreband.org 
www.westshoreband.org

WEST SHORE PARKS AND RECREATION 
250-478-8384  
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB  
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com 
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS 
BAHA’I FAITH  
250-514-1757 
GORDON UNITED CHURCH 
250-478-6632 
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
250-727-3722 
OPEN GATE CHURCH  
Anglican Network 
250-590-6736 
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN  
Anglican Church of Canada  
250-474-4119  
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH 
250-478-8066  
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
THE SALVATION ARMY 
250-474-5967 
www.westsong.ca

Metchosin Directory

Help Us Properly Coexist 
with Wildlife
Rebecca Meyer  

Baby animals are incredibly 
delicate, and even with the best 
intentions they can quickly enter 
a critical state without proper care 
from trained wildlife rehabilita-
tors. If you come across a baby 
animal in need this season, please 
ensure you consult with a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitation centre 
before intervening, and do not 
attempt to feed it yourself.

After being without their moth-
er’s care, baby animals quickly 
become hypothermic and dehy-
drated. This greatly affects their 

ability to digest food, solid or oth-
erwise – including the nutrients 
found naturally in their mother’s 
milk. If a baby is fed before it has 
had specialized treatment to be 
stabilized, it is unable to process 
the food given, and often ends up 
critically ill and may not survive 
despite our best efforts.

Each species’ milk is meant to 
be consumed by that particular 
species only. While the internet 
may suggest things like cow’s or 
goat’s milk, the actual make-up 
of these milks varies greatly from 
what a squirrel, rabbit, or deer 
would get from their mother. The 

fat, protein, and lactose content 
varying from what the baby 
should naturally have can be a 
huge shock to the baby’s system 
that puts them in a critical state. 
As well, the missing nutrients can 
lead to long-term problems such 
as developmental stunting, meta-
bolic bone disease, and digestive 
issues that severely impact the 
quality of its life. For this reason, 
using commercially available 
cow’s or goat’s milk, and formula 
intended for puppies and kittens 
is not a substitute for the species-
specific formula that licensed 
wildlife rehabilitators have. Many 
issues caused by inappropriate 
diet cannot be reversed past a 
certain point, so bringing them in 
as soon as possible is always the 
best solution.

If you find a baby animal that 
is in distress or seemingly or-
phaned, please put it somewhere 
warm, dark, and quiet and do not 
feed it. Contact Wild ARC and we 
will be happy to assess the situa-
tion with you – 1-855-622-7722.  
Thank you for your support!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
SERVICE OFFERED

Getting Married Soon? Dale Morrison is your local Marriage Officiant avail-
able through All Seasons Weddings. 250-642-0583 Check her cre dentials at: 
allseasonsweddings.com

 $10 per 25 words per edition. Deadline: 15th of each month.  
Payment in advance preferably by e-transfer.  

Contact Linda at amuselinda@gmail.com 
or phone 250-590-0168.

Don’t feed the rabbits! 
Photo by Neil Merchant
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