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A Breach in
Metchosin’s
Splendid
Isolation?

The same goes for toilets, which vandals
seem to delight in pushing over. Parking
restrictions are fine but require enforceRecent discussions at the District of
Metchosin’s Council reflect concerns about ment. District staff are already overworked, so who is going to do that?
increasing impacts on the district from
COVID has driven a lot of people
‘outsiders’. The enjoyment of our beautiful
to outdoor recreation because a lot of
beaches, especially Weirs Beach, is beother activities have been cut off. Perhaps
ing increasingly marred by the amount of
when the pandemic eases, these probgarbage deposited by visitors to them. This
lems will likewise ease off; but, as more
ranges from the usual discarded food conthan one councillor observed, growth
tainers and pop cans to dirty diapers, dog
on our boundaries and the discovery of
poo and even human excrement.
how pleasant it
The last sugis to visit some
gests the need
of Metchosin’s
for public toilets.
“Popping behind a convenient attractions
Obviously, this
likely mean that
need is not just
bush for a number one in the
these issues will
felt by outsiders.
continue in the
A sunny afternoon forest is one thing.”
future.
family outing to
To their credit,
the beach can
albeit a little perbe distressingly
plexed, council
cut short when someone is caught short;
members seemed resolved to at least try to
Metchosin residency does not exempt us
face up to these issues and decided to look
from the ‘need to go’. Popping behind a
into the possibility of the trial establishconvenient bush for a number one in the
ment of garbage cans and portable toilets,
forest is one thing. A number two at the
with protective fences, at Weirs Beach. As
beach is an altogether different matter.
for parking, at least one neighbourhood
Then there is parking. Last summer our
has already been supplied with new parkdedicated Fire Chief, Stephanie Dunlop,
ing restriction signs threatening parked
did double duty as a traffic warden as she
cars with being towed (see photo).
tried to keep the streets around the major
There are positive examples of soluMetchosin attractions clear enough to at
tions of garbage and toilet facilities that
least allow emergency vehicles access. The
seem to work. The garbage receptacles at
problem continued into the winter, when
Ed Macgregor Park in Sooke, for example,
roadside parking chewed up the soft, wet
would be difficult to move with a bullverges, especially at Tower Point.
dozer and their design reduces the probTrash cans, public toilets and parking
ability of garbage overflow which somerestrictions all seem obvious solutions but
what mitigates the potential residential
members of Council with long memories
garbage deposit issue. Here in Metchosin,
greeted these with despairing, “we’ve tried
the CRD has demonstrated in their parks
all that and it never worked” responses.
just how welcome and convenient a public
Trash cans simply attract people to dump
convenience can be – solidly built and
their residential garbage, and require
frequent servicing from staff we don’t have. very well serviced.
Johnny Carline

The new towing signage in Metchosin. Photo by Johnny Carline

Of course, this costs money, and our
Council has been proud of having the
lowest, or close to the lowest, residential
tax rate in the region. But perhaps we have
been overly proud and taken admirable
thrift to the point of being unwisely cheap.
As a rural community, we naturally do not
have the commercial-industrial tax base
to bring relief to the residential taxpayer.
Being located on the edge of a rapidly
growing urban city like Greater Victoria,
we can surely expect to attract more and
more outsiders to our community. Already,
four out of five of the people who attend

our lovely, local Farmers’ Market on a
Sunday come from outside Metchosin. So,
we have some difficult choices to make.
Without garbage cans our places of
beauty are going to be a mess. Without
public toilets, our own enjoyment of places
like our beaches are going to be severely
curtailed. We surely want to enjoy the sand,
not bury our heads in it. We need a sensible, affordable but realistic plan to deal
with these facts of life. The trial solutions
being investigated by Council are hopefully
a good first step.

Baby Wild Animals
at Wild ARC
Wild ARC is receiving baby animals daily!
Rebecca Meyer

Rescued animals receiving care. Photo by Neil Merchant

Baby wild animals are very cute, and it can
be tempting to want to handle and care
for them yourself. Please remember that –
wild animals are exactly that: wild. These
animals haven’t been bred around humans
and don’t enjoy their company as domestic
animals do.
Wildlife view humans as predators and
handling them can cause stress and fear
responses. They don’t know that we are trying to help them. Also, baby animals have
extremely sensitive digestive systems and
feeding them can cause complications that
greatly reduce their chances of survival.

Please seek a licensed wildlife rehabilitation centre who will properly care for
injured and orphaned wildlife. Preventing
complications from incorrect care is easier
than fixing problems later on!
To give wild animals the best chance of
surviving in the wild, as they were meant
to, please enjoy them from afar. If you
encounter injured or orphaned wildlife,
please keep your distance to minimize
stress, and call Wild ARC at 1-855-6227722. We’ll be happy to help you assess the
situation further.
Thank you for your support in helping
us coexist with local wildlife.
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Telus Leaves 90-year-old Vulnerable
Telus is forcing everyone in our neighbourhood to
adopt their fiber optic cable. While this may be an
improvement/upgrade for internet and TV service,
the main reason is it saves Telus money. However,
this is a huge step backwards in emergency preparedness for our rural community.
Telus is threatening us with the loss of our
copper-wired land line service if we don’t allow them
into our homes to make the switch.
Fiber optic cables don’t work when the power is
out. We currently have two copper wired landlines
on our property. We chose to remain connected to
copper wired landlines because they continue to
work when there are power outages, which can last
well over the 12 hours the back-up battery pack lasts.
My 90-year-old father doesn’t know quite what
to do with a cell phone but he does know how to call

911 on our landlines. Once the 12 hours is up and
the battery pack is dead, cell phones can no longer
be charged.
Murphy’s Law dictates that a heart attack will
occur 12 hours after the power goes out and the
cell phone is dead. The neighbours are often quite
far away in this rural area making it hard to contact
them for help.
Also, our area has intermittent or no cell service leaving this option unreliable in an emergency situation.
Telus, what are you thinking? Obviously not
about your customers’ safety and well- being.
Rachel French de Mejia

Our Neighbour Liz
Gini Walsh

Not long after we first moved into our house on
Rocky Point Road, we met our neighbour, Liz
Jatkowski. She was quite a character. In fact, the
people we bought Peacock Cottage from had hinted
that she was rather opinionated and might corner
us if she saw us out in our yard. However, I do
recall that she was friendly and not overbearing,
but definitely a character. Liz had several dogs and
when they were all out in her back yard, she blew
a whistle to get them to come into the house. If any
of them did something forbidden, she yelled loudly
at them. Don’t get me wrong, she loved her dogs
and took them on her long jaunts along the roads of
Metchosin but she was a firm master and they had
to mind their Ps and Qs. When my sister came over
for a visit and was inspecting my garden a very loud
voice bellowed from the other side of the hedge “Get
out o’ there!” Startled, my sister snapped to attention
thinking maybe she had stepped where she shouldn’t
but it was just Liz telling her dogs off. Of course, my
husband Peter and I became quite accustomed to the
shouts and whistles and the occasional dogs barking
and hardly noticed them. As time progressed, we
got to know Liz more and more. She and Peter often
chatted over the back fence while he was looking
after our two mini horses.
Liz was a keen gardener and was thrilled that next
door was a ready supply of horse manure. So began
a symbiotic relationship in which we traded horse

manure for intermittent supplies of veggies and fruit.
Liz loved our minis, Smokey and Zazzy. After Zazzy
died three years ago, Liz offered to come over and
clean up the horse droppings for us. When she came
over to get the manure she talked to Smokey and
sang to him. I think she felt that Smokey was lonely.
Liz certainly shared her opinions regularly.
Sometimes we were in agreement but when I did not
share her point of view, I just kept quiet. Nothing
was more important to me than being on good
terms with our neighbour. She often gave me useful
gardening advice. Every square inch of her yard was
used for growing flowers, fruit, and vegetables and
she spent long hours every day out in her garden. So,
I was surprised when one fall day I saw her out in my
garden weeding my rhododendron beds. She insisted
that I must dead head the spent flowers and apply
a liberal mix of good soil and peat moss around the
base of each plant every fall. She was so determined
that this be carried out that she brought along the
peat moss to mix with the soil I had. I was skeptical that any of this would make a difference but the
following spring those rhodos looked fabulous! Now
I look after those plants as Liz instructed and will
remember her every spring when they bloom.
Editor’s note: Liz sadly died on 02 March, 2021
and leaves fond memories for many people. An obituary was written by Barb Sawatsky in the May edition
of the Muse.

METCHOSIN MUSE AD RATES
Display Ad Sizes

1-5 Issues

Bus. Card (H) – 4"w x 2.5"h
Bus. Card (V) – 2"w x 5"h
2Colx4 – 4"w x 4"h
1/6 page (V) – 4"w x 5"h
1/6 page (H) – 6”w x 3.3”h
1/4 page (V) – 5"w x 7.5"h
1/2 page (V) – 1O.3"w x 7.5"h
Insert 8.5" X 11" (supplied only)
Full Width Banner x 2"h
Full Page Ad (if available)

6-11 Issues

$50.00
$40.00
$50.00
$40.00
$80.00
$65.00
$100.00
$80.00
$100.00
$80.00
$150.00
$125.00
$290.00
$250.00
$265.00 per month
$100.00
$85.00
$575.00   ~ no additional taxes ~

Discount on 6–11 issues. Full payment in advance of publication
Camera-ready ads only in PDF format;
full payment in advance. We will happily
recommend an ad designer with
reasonable rates to create your ad.
For more information please contact
Jennifer Burgis, 250-881-8280,
email j_burgis@telus.net.

Classified Ads
25 words or less $10
Deadline: 15th of each month.
Payment in advance preferably by
e-transfer. Contact Linda at
amuselinda@gmail.com or
250-590-0168,

All photos submitted to the Muse should be
in jpg or tif format only. Please do not send
photos in word processing documents.

View of the cemetery. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

St. Mary the Virgin Cemetery Goes Digital
Dale Morrison

The historic cemetery and St.
Mary the Virgin church will be
150 years old in 2023. On the
church’s website: www.stmarysmetchosin.ca a new digital list of
those buried at the cemetery and
map has been added. These can
be found under the tab: ‘About’.

The list can be matched to the
map for the exact location of each
grave and ash plot. The list and
the map are also displayed at the
cemetery. Many thanks to Cal
Webb, Andrew Spray and Dale
Morrison for managing this important historical information.
If you are able to visit the
cemetery, give thanks to the

volunteers who maintain it and
the church. It was especially
beautiful when the wild flowers
bloomed in late March and April.
There is a donation box along the
walkway to the church if you can
help with the maintenance costs.
For more information, please
contact the Office Administrator
of the church at 250-474-4119.
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Council News
JUNE 2021
COVID-19 Update – Municipal Operations and Council Meetings
The District of Metchosin Hall continues to be closed to the public until further notice.
Wherever possible, business functions and services will continue by telephone, email,
virtual meetings and by appointment (if absolutely necessary).
If you have any questions, please contact the Office at 250-474-3167, or by email at info@metchosin.ca
2021 Property Taxes – Payment Options
If you have not received your notice by mid-June, please contact the municipal office. Taxes are due on
Friday, July 2, 2021. Please visit our website at www.metchosin.ca, Taxes and Budgets page, then click on
2021 Property Tax Payment Options for more details on payment options.
Property Taxes 2021 – Home Owner Grants New Application Process
B.C. Municipalities are no longer accepting Home Owner Grant Applications. All residential property
owners can now claim their 2021 Home Owner Grants with the Province. Eligibility has not changed.
How to Apply? You can apply on line at www2.gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant or call 1-888-355-2700,
Monday to Friday, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. It is quick, easy and secure - claim your grant online.
Deferment of Taxes
Eligible BC residents can now renew their applications and apply online to the property tax deferment
program. Municipalities will no longer accept deferment renewals or new applications. The new, secure
online application will lead to reduced application review and approval times. Find out more at
www2.gov.bc.ca/propertytaxdeferment.
Speculation Taxes
Please note that the District of Metchosin is not involved with the implementation nor the collection of
speculation taxes. For information on this Provincial tax please contact the Minister of Finance or go
online to https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/property-taxes/speculation-and-vacancy-tax
Public Works
Please watch out for the mower on District roads in June. Works crew will be doing ditching and paving
preparation on McVicker, Liberty and LaBonne Roads.
District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – June 2021
Meeting dates and times for the upcoming month. Meetings are held via Zoom at 7:00 pm unless
otherwise stated. Due to COVID-19 Restrictions meetings are subject to cancellation. For updated
information please refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca. Please see the District website for Advisory
Committee Meeting dates.
Healthy Community Advisory Committee.............................................June 02
Finance & Environment Committee........................................................June 14
Council Meeting..........................................................................................June 14
Planning Committee...................................................................................June 14
Parks Committee.........................................................................................June 14
Public Works Committee...........................................................................June 14
Parks and Trails Advisory Committee.....................................................June 15
Metchosin Environmental Advisory Committee....................................June 22

Editor’s
Musings
Allen Jones

Establishments in Metchosin have
continued to stay open after carrying out COVID safety modifications and the Farmers’ Market
reopened in May. Metchosinites
can get ready for an al fresco summer. Stay safe and use your masks
wherever you need to go. We need
those cases of COVID to decline
to zero and look forward to following the road map to recovery.
At the time of writing, the
Metchosin Community House
is closed for business in person.
However, I understand that they
are hoping to have an outside
AGM in the summer, when a
new board can be approved by its
members.
Gatherings of ten people or
fewer are allowed by BC Health
if meeting outside. Sadly, the
popular social events that attract
larger numbers are still missing,
but the Metchosin Community
Association Board is still hoping
that vaccinations will lead to their
popular events returning safely
later in the year, if they are not
replaced with online events.
A preliminary hearing into the
suspicious death of Metchosin
resident, Martin Payne started in
May at the Western Communities
Courthouse in Colwood. It is
expected to lead to a trial, with
defendants Armitage and Busch,
to be held later this year.

In this issue we recall the
lives of Metchosinites that have
contributed to the community for
decades before their saddening
deaths. I was fortunate to meet
both David Richardson and Jan
Poulin several times in the past
years. One particular memory of
Jan was at the end of Sandgate
leading to Weirs Beach. She had
come across a young lady who
had been dropped off by a taxi
and was sitting on top of her few
possessions. It was late afternoon
in winter and Jan quickly assessed
the risk and gave her a note with
her telephone number and address in case her boyfriend failed
to appear.
On a happier note, we congratulate one couple on seventy
years of marriage (which reminds
me of the happy day that Michelle
and I had in a little church in
Saanich in May not so many years
ago). We are also happy to mention that Chris Pratt, a cherished
Metchosinite, was 97 on May 27.
Congratulations!
There is a rich diversity of
people in Metchosin. At present
some are questioning the arrival
of new technology (see letters)
while others are demanding new
transmitter masts to enable their
smart phones. The Muse will
never be short of stories.
P.S. In order to have letters and
articles considered for the July/
August issue please note our deadline of June 15.

Metchosin Municipal Hall – www.metchosin.ca 250-474-3167 – info@metchosin.ca

Be Bear & Cougar Smart!
For information about staying safe
around wildlife,
please visit the district website:
www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources
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TECH HELP

NEEDED
WILL PAY

TECH HELP NEEDED
You:
Creative, tech savvy, compassionate soul,
to work with me for the benefit of coastal
marine critters and the environment.

The Job:
Working as a team to create video files of my
collection of quick-reads in my book,
Whispers on the Waves, for YouTube.

Flexible hours. Work onsite.
Competitive wages.
Contact: Kim Mann
250 661 9683 kim.mann9683@gmail.com
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Slippery When Wet!
Marie-Térèse Little, Councillor,
Parks Chair, District of Metchosin

In the fall of 1992, Mac Page, an
early member of the Metchosin
Parks Advisory Commission
which later became the Parks and
Trails Advisory Select Committee
(PTASC), made a proposal for a
bridge to be built across Bilston
Creek on the Hillman Road
allowance. Bob Elliott eventually coordinated the project
involving engineers, the Work
Release Program at William
Head Institution, neighbouring
farms and PTASC. The project
was funded by the District but
included work in kind and other
support by many volunteers. Al
Flotre, a nearby property owner
on Pears Road, was in full support of the project and granted
the district and the citizens of
Metchosin a right-of-way on his
land facilitating the trail connection from Pears Road to Happy
Valley Road and into the core of
Metchosin. The Hillman trail was
thus established. Sadly, Mac Page
died before the bridge and trail
could be built and in his memory
the bridge was named the Mac
Page Bridge upon its completion
in 1999.
As are all the Parks and Trails
in Metchosin, the maintenance of
the Mac Page bridge falls to the
PTASC, a highly motivated group
of dedicated volunteers. It seems

like it is a constant irritation to
try and keep the bridge clear of
woodland debris; after all, the
bridge is located in the middle of a
heavily forested area. This month,
new signs designed by Bonnie
Farris, past Trails Coordinator,
have been erected at the bridge
to warn pedestrians and equestrians of the slippery nature of the
bridge. A friendly recommendation for riders to dismount was
included in the sign that says,
“Slippery when wet!”
Shelly Donaldson, President of
the Metchosin Equestrian Society,
proposed that Metchosin could
use some mounting blocks to
facilitate riders jumping on and
off their horses at strategic points
in the community. Acknowledging
that we build and maintain
Metchosin trails for pedestrians
and equestrians, I pitched this
project at one of our monthly
PTASC meetings. The idea for
improvements which would
help with public safety was fully
endorsed by the members. With
a picture of the Sooke Hills Park
mounting blocks in hand, Mark
Atherton, Chair of PTASC set
out to custom design and build
the Metchosin mounting blocks.
I pointed out to Mark that this
version was fancier than what we
saw in the Sooke Hills Park. Mark
explained in some detail that the
aforementioned Sooke Hills Park
blocks were created simply by

shearing off the two sides of a log
and had major design and functional deficiencies.
The first of a series of highly
functional mounting blocks
was installed this past month.
Together with Mark Atherton,
Gord Stodola and me, much work
was made easy with the help from
Adam Weir, a new Metchosin
resident, whom we hope to convince to take on the role of Trails
Coordinator. Gord and Mark had
previously installed the signposts
and small cement pads which
made posting the new signs easy.
Together, with a little bit of sweat
and brute force, we installed the
signs and mounting blocks in
four hours. Most of the materials for the blocks was donated by
Mark and the cost to the District
was minimal. Another successful
project was completed quickly
without fuss or high budgets by
the volunteer force of the Parks
and Trails Committee. I am
continually amazed by this group
of volunteers and I feel quite
fortunate that I was appointed the
Council liaison to this dynamic
and productive group of dedicated volunteers.
More information about the
Hillman trail and the Mac Page
Bridge can be found in The Best of
the Muse, Vol 1: The first ten years
1993-2002 available at Old Barn
Bookstore and other outlets in
Metchosin.

Shelly Donaldson and Heidi make use of the new block
All photos by Marie-Térèse Little

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4
Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel
CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Signs, designed by Bonnie Farris at each
end of Mac Page Bridge

Mark Atherton proudly displaying his work

250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.
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There’s lots on offer at the Farmers’ Market. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Bob Burgis &
Fergus admire
the offerings.
Photo by
Barb Sawatsky

Farmers’ Market
Open for 2021
Allen Jones

Councillor Little greets the vendors.
Photo by Allen Jones

On a fair Mothering Sunday in
May, the Farmers’ Market returned to its regular weekly position in the calendar of Metchosin.
With meticulous care all i’s were
dotted and t’s crossed for a safe
return to present locally grown
produce and handmade goods to
the discerning buyers. The setup
for the Market was approved by
the municipality and met the regulations of the Health Authorities
and was very similar to last year.
Councillor Little was present at
the opening to show the support
of the Council and to follow up on
the work that she and others had
carried out to enable the event.
Also present in a moderately fastmoving queue were numerous
shoppers from around the area

Above and below: Various vendors at the
market. Photos by Allen Jones

Cosmic Ray
Comics

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

250-889-6161
or

since 1980

Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

250-642-4044

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship
and Education
in our

Community
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Registered charity

enjoying a pleasurable event in
the fresh Metchosin air.
The President of the Metchosin
Farmers Association, Jacqui
Anderson, is looking forward
to seeing a similar number of
shoppers to that which came
out last year during the COVID
health warning. This means still
keeping the number of visitors in
the enclosure to fifty maximum.
Although the musicians and
picnic area still cannot return,
the stall holders, who come from
around the South Island as well as
local producers, also include sellers of non-consumable products.
You will find beautiful handmade
pens and writing accessories,
colourful clothing, scented products, mixed in with the organic
produce and delicious jams and
baked goods.
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What does the Baha’i Faith say
about children?

“Every child is
potentially the light
of the world.”

Metchosin ArtPod

Summer Shows
and Workshops at
Metchosin ArtPod
Elaine Hughes

LATORIA
PHARMACY

Looking for personalized
Ask about
our foot care
care and advice?
nurse.
Transfer your prescriptions here.
115–611 Brookside Road
by the Red Barn Market
Phone 250-590-7012
Friday is ➭

Hedging &
Special Orders

Our Feathers, Fur & Fauna
exhibit is well underway at the
ArtPod Gallery, and continues
until June 27 on Saturdays and
Sundays from 11:00 am–4:00 pm,
with works by feature artist Heidi
Chartrand, as well as juried artists
and ArtPod members. Remember
your masks and come and enjoy
the beautiful work that’s on display. Admission is free.
Along with the show, we are
featuring two workshops by
Heidi, teaching painting animal
skulls. The first workshop is on
June 12 which is almost full. A
second workshop is on June 26,
with registration open online.
Both workshops run 11:00
am–3:00 pm. During the workshop you will have a chance to
learn about painting mediums,
under-painting, pattern design
and protecting your finished
work. Cost is $110 per person and

the location is TBA, depending
on COVID rules. You can find out
more on our website
www.metchosinartpod.ca. If you
are not familiar with Heidi’s work,
have a peek at her website at
www.heidiskulls.com.
For those of you following the
Art Bird Card 2021 project, you’ll
be excited to know that the cards
are now on sale. See Muse article
on the following page.
There are also a few days left
on our open call for submissions
for our July/August show, Fusion:
Exploring Mixed Media. Anyone
can submit up to three pieces.
Submission guidelines are on our
website at www.metchosinartpod.
ca/submission-guidelines. We are
looking for a diversity of work
that incorporates more than one
medium e.g. cold wax, encaustic,
collage, photographs, found objects, image transfer, monotypes,
2D or 3D to make engaging mixed

media art! Deadline for submission is June 12.
Our feature artist and guest
juror for the Fusion: Exploring
Mixed Media show will be Patt
Scrivener. Her website is
www.pattscrivener.com. She will
also be doing a cold wax workshop on the weekend of July 24
and 25, 10:00 am–4:00 pm. On
day one, the basics of abstract
painting with oil paints and cold
wax medium will be introduced
and students will learn about the
materials and processes. On day
two, additional media will be
introduced. More details about
the workshop can be found on
our Facebook or website, or by
emailing Diana at dsmith2006@
shaw.ca. Cost is $225 plus materials and, COVID rules permitting, the event will be held at the
new upstairs community studio
space in the Metchosin Arts &
Cultural Centre.

Hans Helgesen Elementary School

Winter Hours • Open by appointment
Call 250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca
Regular hours resumed in Feb or March depending on the weather
Students watch the
hatched chicks.

The Grateful Pooch

Full grooms
Bath and Brush
Nail trims
www.thegratefulpooch.ca

250 508 1777

LIGHTHOUSE
Painting
Clean
Reliable
& Local

Interior & Exterior
20 Years Experience
WCB Insured • Free Estimates

Update for the Year
Cathy Hussey

1-250-509-0439 | shwnbrwn@icloud.com

www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
Your
Top Choice for Music Lessons
134-1039
Langford
Pkwy BC
#134-1039
Langford
Pkwy, Victoria,

www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
(250) 532 - 0228
(250)-532-0228
westshoremusicacademy@shaw.ca

At Hans Helgesen Elementary,
we are filled with thankfulness to
work each day with such a caring
and supportive community within
the beautiful traditional lands of
the Sc’ianew Nation.
Last September, as we were
poised to return to school, we
had many questions about the
year ahead that would only be
answered as the months unfolded. Now, at the other end of
the school year, we can look back
with a deep sense of gratitude to
our staff, students, and families, as
well as the numerous District Staff
that we rely on every day. We have
had to be creative, patient, and
looked for the humourous side
whenever possible.

We have managed to have most
of our important celebrations,
remembrances, and occasions by
adapting them to meet the current
Health and Safety regulations.
Some of these adaptations have
included staying in our cohorts,
for example, the Terry Fox Run or
having a virtual connection like
our Remembrance Day event so
the entire school could remember
together. Our PA system links us
together with daily messages. We
have had many spirit days this
year including wearing plaid,
crazy hair day, denim and spirit
wear day.
This spring we have had many
wonderful experiences learning
about the lifecycle of other creatures. Our Grade Four classroom

successfully sponsored the
Salmonid Enhancement Program,
giving students an opportunity to
witness the wonders of tiny red
eggs developing into alevins then
to ten-centimetre fry.
Our Salal cohort incubated
and hatched chicks. The students
were so excited to watch the long
process of eggs hatching. Many
students remarked how hard the
chicks had to work to crack open
the egg. The chicks stayed for a
week, growing fast! Now, Painted
Lady caterpillars are being observed as they begin the process
of metamorphosis.
With one month to go, we
would like to thank our generous
and supportive parent community
for another great year!
Hych’ka Siem.
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Metchosin Community House  

HOUSE
HAPPENINGS
Many thanks to those people who donated to the Metchosin
Community Association following the sad loss of one of
Metchosin’s most active volunteers, Janice Poulin, in April. She
will be greatly missed by all of us.
In response to the current province-wide restrictions, the
Metchosin Community House programs, viewing of art on the
wall and rentals are cancelled. The only exception is the VIHA
Adult Day Program as this program is permitted under the current health order.
No private rentals will be permitted or booked until further
notice.
Masks are required to be worn by anyone entering the
Community House.
The Community House Office will remain closed until further
notice. Emails and phone messages will be checked periodically.
The Office will re-open when Public Health Orders permit.

Ongoing Programs:

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program:
9:00 am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile program coordinator
Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440.

Metchosin Community House  
4430 Happy Valley Road Info: 250-478-5155 Email: mcahouse@telus.net

Art Bird Card Project Realised
Memet Burnett

Metchosin ArtPod, Rocky Point
Bird Observatory and Metchosin
Foundation, the creators of the
Art Bird Card Project, are proud
to announce that the 2021 set of
36 art bird cards is being released.
Decks are now for sale through
Metchosin ArtPod and can be
purchased on Saturdays and
Sundays, 11:00 am–4:00 pm at the
Art Pod Studio, online at
www.metchosinartpod.ca) and
online at the Rocky Point Bird
Observatory site www.rpbo.org.
This project portrays 36 local
birds in an artistic deck of flashcards that complements the first
set, released in May 2020. As with
the first deck, on the front side
of each card, 36 local area artists
each donated an image of a common bird of Southwestern BC. On

the reverse, 15 naturalists from
Rocky Point Bird Observatory
created descriptions in simple,
easy-to-read text. Individual cards
describe each bird’s appearance,
habitat, and additional interesting
notes. The cards also introduce
important scientific description
terms; learn what a juvenile crane
is called, the special name for the
feathers between the eye and bill,
the word for flying out and catching insects on the wing.
Enlarged versions of the cards
(both sides) will be on display for
the month of June in the corridor gallery at Metchosin Arts
and Cultural Centre (MACCA),
leading in to Metchosin ArtPod,
on the main floor of the Old
Metchosin Secondary School.
These decks make wonderful gifts for young and old,
artists and naturalists, families,

clubs and school classes. They
are printed on a water-resistant
card stock. Funds raised from
the sale of these decks go back
to the organizing not-for-profit
organizations, to further their
work in environmental education
and encouraging creativity in our
community.

MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

SEN

We

♥
Locals
Talk to the Muse !
MetchosinMuse@
gmail.com

Working
for our
community
Hon. Mitzi Dean

MY-CHO
250-474-2333

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Café

MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd 1

Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere
and our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!

2018-04-12 2:26 PM

Making a difference with
Responsible Investing
Responsible Investing the "SRI Perspective"
Environmental, Social and Governance policies
support Global Energy Transition, Sustainable Food
Production and Ethical Business Culture.

Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays

EN
MY-CHOS

PIZZA

Pickup after noon,
delivery after 4pm
250-474-5576

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads

Learn More

Keith Haigh
Financial Advisor
2244 Sooke Rd, Unit 110,
V9B 1X1
250.391.1655
keith.haigh@edwardjones.com
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Lesley Preston

Laying the trail. Photo by Marie-Térèse Little

Mark Atherton at a grove on the trail Photo by Lesley Preston

It takes a whole village to raise a trail
– remember that old saying? I jest, but
it’s true and this month’s assignment
led me down a lovely, safe, meandering
path to unearth a grass roots community project.
The ‘Keep Metchosin Rural’ spirit
means that the District of Metchosin
will always have a limited budget, leading to creativity and a dependence on
volunteers, especially for the Parks
and Trails portfolio.
Last year, a caring mom, Erin van
der Water, wrote to the District to see
what could be done about a particularly harrowing corner on Pears
Road. She frequently navigates that
area with her two small children, Ryu
and Rhea, as there is a veritable petting
zoo on the corner at neighbour, JoAnn Hirschi’s home, filled with goats,
donkeys, and a beautiful doe-eyed cow.
I meet Erin one warm spring morning
and walked, with her and her family,
along the brand new trail. The separated path allows Ryu to run safely to
the fence to feed the goats some grass.
Letters from Erin and other supportive neighbours prompted Councillor
Marie-Térèse Little, Mark Atherton
(head of the Parks and Trails Advisory
Committee) and other volunteers to
inspect the corner in question. They
agreed a separated path was possible,
and realized a wide swath of road allowance leading down Pears Road could
accommodate a much longer trail. This

eventually became almost
a kilometre of separated
path connecting to the
existing Hillman Trail.
Later, I met Mark Atherton to walk
the trail and get his perspective. Mark
has been volunteering with the District
for close to 20 years. After Councillor
Little took the project forward for
budget approval, one of the first jobs
was to locate the I-pins marking the

the Councillor ensured that neighbours with adjacent properties were
consulted. When I walk the trail later
with Marie-Térèse she stressed that
safety is a primary concern and consultation is key to a successful project.
At one point she paused to snap off a
hawthorn twig that’s sticking out into
the trail.
Following months of prep work,
creation of the trail took just a few days

“if it takes a village to raise a trail, it
takes a village to maintain a trail.”
boundary lines of properties and road
allowance. As we walk, Mark points out
the luminous pink ribbons identifying
them, and other items of interest such
as donated culvert, dumped asphalt that
had to be broken up, and a couple of
lights from a car crash, illustrating just
how busy this road can be.
Mark points out Al Flotre’s house.
Al is something of a trailblazer himself
having previously donated a right of
way adjacent to his property to connect
to the Hillman trail.
The next job was clearing brush that
is mostly hawthorn and prickly blackberry bushes. Chris van der Water set
to on his tractor last fall. Councillor
Marie-Térèse, Mark, and Gord Stodola
all volunteered with trail clearing and

of rock dumping, graveling, leveling
and compacting. Erin’s brother-inlaw, Adam, donated use of his dump
truck and some base materials. Harold
Perepalkin with over 30 years’ trailbuilding experience in Metchosin was
hired to excavate and lay the trail.
But even good news stories have
their concerns. The Public Works
department were concerned about the
boggy areas of the trail. Mark says some
sections may need further work or
need to be avoided during wet months.
We all love our blackberry picking
in Metchosin so some residents are
concerned about their removal. Rest
assured, the Himalayan Blackberry is
living up to its invasive species designation and is growing back at the side of

the trail. Councillor Marie-Térèse says
that some people are concerned that the
Pears Road trail overtook priority of the
Happy Valley Trail – this is not the case,
both projects are proceeding.
I asked Mark about trail maintenance, which his group takes care of. In
the past William Head inmates would
be available to assist but that has not
been possible during the pandemic.
Two leaving thoughts: if it takes a
village to raise a trail, it takes a village to maintain a trail. I’d encourage groups of neighbours (physically
distanced, of course) to organize trail
maintenance parties on their local
trails for items that can easily be addressed such as cutting back growth
and removing debris.
It takes a village to raise a child,
and one lovely moment from this assignment stays with me. As I was parting company with Erin and her family
to meet Mark, Mark arrived. Erin gave
him a lovely smile and yelled “Thanks
for keeping us safe!”.
The Pears Road roadside trail was
paid for by the District and by work in
kind by PTASC. This was a community
initiated project. We completed the trail
under budget and in record time.  Mark
Atherton, Harold Perepalkin and I
finished the project .. with three culverts
placed at Bilston Place and along the
first stretch of Pears road. The public
works crew was not involved.
Marie-Térèse Little, PhD, Councillor,
District of Metchosin

Councillor Marie-Térèse Little on the trail. Photo by Lesley Preston

Ryu feeds the goats safely. Photo by Lesley Preston

Erin and children on the trail. Photo by Lesley Preston

Pears Road crew: Harold Perepalkin, Mark Atherton, Dianne and Gord Stodola, Councillor Little.
Marie-Térèse Little
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Looking Back on the Pearson Year
Brian Geary

With nearly 50 years under our belt, you’d
think we would have dealt with every
conceivable scenario. Well, our nearly 200
students, dozens of faculty and staff and
resident houseparent and other families,
experienced a year that was unprecedented,
challenging and inspiring.
AUGUST 2020
Quarientation! Quarantine +
Orientation - a word coined by clever
wordsmiths to describe two weeks of offcampus quarantine and online orientation
every student had to do to start the 2020-21
college year.
New Head (and family!) Welcoming
students (virtually, at first) was new Head,
Craig Davis, who took up residence on
campus with spouse Sarah and their three
children. Craig brought qualifications and
experience from posts in Asia, Vancouver
and the U.K. to begin a new era at Pearson.
SEPTEMBER 2020
In-person learning? On campus, yes!
Late-arriving students were supported
through online learning.
Signs, Protocols, Procedures Just
when you get used to “Please Stand three
Racoons Apart” signs, a pandemic procedure shifts. For the first time, everyone on
campus faced health and directional signs,
masking mandates, restrictions on leaving
campus and grounds closed except for essential workers and deliveries.
Community interactions? Um, no.
Community service jobs, local beach cleanups, community lunches at Glenrosa, meet
ups with seniors for friendly chats are all
part of weaving together community and
campus life in Metchosin. Not having these
was a disappointing reality check!
OCTOBER 2020
Lobbying While second-year international students had study visas that
allowed entry to Canada, most first-year
internationals did not, affecting Pearson
and hundreds of public and independent

schools and thousands of students from
early grades to university. Together, schools
and allies built the case for measured, safe
entries and completed the rigorous work to
become a ‘Designated Learning Institute’ to
reassure governments and our neighbours
of a safe campus environment.
COVID-19 Working Group While our
“WG” began work in February 2020, as students settled in to new learning and living
routines, a number of students joined the
Group to help ‘older’ members better understand pandemic challenges specifically
faced by youth on campus.
NOVEMBER 2020
Indigenous Reconciliation Action
Plan. After hard work and consultation,
Pearson adopted a Reconciliation Action
Plan and committed to implementing
actions across eight priority areas. With a
campus located on the unceded territory
of the Sc’ianew First Nation, students and
alumni from indigenous cultures around
the world, thoughtful outreach to indigenous organizations and communities
on the Island and beyond, plus steps to
incorporate SENĆOŦEN language across
campus, reconciliation in many forms will
set the tone here for years to come.
DECEMBER 2020
A Most Unusual Winter ... Break Is a
break a break when you can’t go anywhere,
including back home, between terms? Yes,
when you empower creative young people
to plan, schedule and deliver a ‘lockdown’
version of activities and events pretty much
confined to campus. And let’s not forget
a big shout out to Houseparents, House
Buddies and campus residents who made
this possible!

While online learning exhaustion was a
reality in spring 2020, this school year saw
more positive opportunities like our own
Global Village Update (GVU) and scores
of alumni-led or inspired global virtual
reunions and gatherings.
FEBRUARY 2021
Mental Health and Wellness With short
days and wet weeks, February is a challenging month. It’s no secret that maintaining
good mental health and wellness has been
a test for everyone this year, no more so
than for students a long way from home
and largely confined to campus. Thank you
to everyone.
Host Families? Yay! We love and
respect our host family volunteers because
they help ground our students in a welcoming family atmosphere. Host family interactions were necessarily very limited this year
and were sorely missed. We hope to see
much, much more of you soon!
Student Arrivals? Yup, our last 2020-21
student finally arrived in February! Kudos
to them for their resilience!
MARCH 2021
One World? Well, pandemic measures
on gatherings, singing and dancing together put paid to that for the second year
in a row! Never-say-die; reconsidered, reimagined and re-configured campus-only

performances continued in smaller,
COVID-compliant ways.
APRIL 2021
Student Agency. It takes both deliberate commitment and opportunistic
circumstance to ensure students have
agency – a voice plus influence – in what
happens at their school. Head Craig Davis
is an advocate for student agency and this
was reflected in the creation of a College
Assembly that invites student influence in
campus decision-making. The parallel development of several cross-campus working groups on Reconciliation, COVID,
with others to come, enhanced this.
MAY 2021
Exhale! Modified graduation and celebratory (Bay Jumps!) activities, campus
clean-up day, goodbyes and navigating the
wide variety of specific COVID testing and
protocols demanded by transit and home
countries to get back home!
What didn’t change? You and your support for Pearson! Thank you to everyone
in Metchosin and across the Westshore for
trusting us that we could pull this off while
keeping both campus and community
neighbours safe!

A Metchosin Moment:
Henry enjoys his
monthly Muse.
Photo by Kayla Fischer

JANUARY 2021
“GVU,” virtual reunions, alumni-led/
created events. Can we agree we’ve had too
much Zoom? Can we also agree platforms
like this have done wonders to bring people
together and power new and creative
gatherings? No cognitive dissonance
involved in understanding both are true!

Just minutes from the Westshore and most of Greater
Victoria, for the first-time ever, earson is welcoming 6 to
14-year-olds to activity-packed and educational outdoor
leadership camps every week in July and August!
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All Things Metchosin
• Galloping Goose Sausage Company,
4484 Lindholm Road
• Glenrosa Farm,
5447 Rocky Point Road
• Nootka Rose Milling,
4480 Happy Valley Road
FARM PRODUCE
• Parry Bay Sheep Farm,
4335 Lindholm Road
• Sea Bluff Farm,
565 Wootton Road,
• 50-50 Farmstand,
5050 William Head Road
• Metchosin Farm,
542 Wootton Road
• Swallowhill Farm and Orchard,
4910 William Head Road
• Sunrise Cottage Farm,
4652 William Head Road
FLOWERS AND NURSERIES
• Three Creeks Farm, 777 Winfall Road
• Down to Earth Gardens and Nursery,
1096 Derrien Place
FUN AND RECREATION
• Green Acres Golf Course,
3970 Metchosin Road
• TNT Paintball,
4590 East Sooke Road
• Pedder Bay Marina,
925 Pedder Bay Drive

Johnny Carline

The All Things Metchosin project, intended
to encourage residents to get out and enjoy
our local delights, is now underway with
Shopping Basket Project boxes located in
over twenty local businesses (see list below)
and, at the time of writing, the Gnome on a
Roam project set to be launched in late May.
Many of our local businesses have
struggled like many others during COVID.
As the summer approaches and more farm
stands start to open up, we have a wonderful
opportunity to spend days enjoying the village and the countryside around it with tours
of farm stands and other businesses, enjoying
the goodies and fun experiences they have
to offer, interacting with and supporting
those vital members of our little community.
Somewhere in each establishment you should
be able to find a little basket with slips of paper (see photo) which serve as an entry form
for the end of summer draw for a basket of
goodies donated by those businesses. Please,
while you visit and hopefully buy some of
their offerings, look for the basket and fill out
an entry form – it shows all the businesses
that you appreciate what they do and is a
gesture of defiance to the horrible virus that
has threatened to close us all down.
Here are the businesses participating in
the project:
ART AND GIFTS
• ‘Chosin Pottery, 4283 Metchosin Road
• Metchosin ArtPod,
4495 Happy Valley Road
• Old Barn Books,
4450 Happy Valley Road
FOOD AND DRINK
• The Broken Paddle,
4480 Happy Valley Road
• My-Chosen Café,
4492 Happy Valley Road
• The Sugar Shack Ice Cream and Bake
Shop, 4492 Happy Valley Road
• My-Chosen Pizza,
4492 Happy Valley Road
• Lani’s Baking Adventures,
902 Herlihy Place

The Gnome on a Roam project will
involve you acquiring, assembling from a kit,
or, best of all, creating your own Gnome and
then taking it with you as you visit the beautiful outdoors attractions of Metchosin – the
trails, the parks, the beaches, the very special
places that you particularly love and wonder
whether anyone else knows or feels about
them the way you do. You then photograph
your Gnome in that setting. Our hope is to
build a wonderful collection of Metchosin
Gnomes on a Roam illustrating just how
beautiful this wonderful place is and post it
on our website www.allthingsmetchosin.ca.
Please follow this website, as we build
it, for more information on the All Things
Metchosin activities.

Metchosin ArtPod Presents:

Feathers, Fur
and Fauna

The box in the Country Store – ready for your slips.

Gnome on a Roam meets a friend

Gnome enjoys the view from the Blaney Trail. All photos by Johnny Carline

GET 0% ON SELECT
MODELS* DURING
MAHINDRA’S RED TAG
SALES EVENT!

Guest Artist and Juror

Heidi Chartrand

, Osteoartist

SHOW:

NOW – June 27

Weekends 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
See our website for details.
Art by Wendy Chartrand

UPCOMING
Pushing the Boundaries:

Cold Wax, Oil
and Mixed Media
Workshop
Instructor Patt Scrivener
Saturday and Sunday,
July 24th – 25th,
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Details in our Facebook group
and website, or by emailing
dsmith2006@shaw.ca
Art by Patt Scrivener

Cost: $225

Tractor Time Equipment
4377C Metchosin Road
Victoria, BC V9C 3Z4
Ph. 250.474.3301
Fax 250.483.6252
Cell 250.588.2195
www.tractortime.com

SMITH TRACTOR
0000 Street Name .Town Name
000.000.0000 .dealersite.com
*Available 0% APR financing on purchases of selected new Mahindra

4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

tractor models from participating dealers’ inventory on qualified
purchases through Mahindra Finance US LLC. A down-payment may
be required for selected tractor models. Subject to credit review and
approval and other terms and conditions. All financing is in Mahindra
Finance USA LLC’s sole discretion. Offer available for a limited time only
and subject to change without notice.
MahindraUSA.com © 2020 Mahindra USA Inc.

#MetchosinArtPod
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In Memory of Jan Poulin 1948–2021
Janette & Richard Poulin

In the last issue of the Muse, we
sadly relayed the notice of Janice
Poulin’s passing on April 13, 2021.
We would now like to offer a bit
more of Janice’s life. To many, she
was the collector, artist and curator of Jan’s Patchwork Fence: a collection of found-objects, art and
poetry, along the fence on Witty
Beach Road, which was quite
an attraction at Christmas! This
exhibit is an outward expression of
her true self; vibrant and eccentric,
with an eye to the past and a love
of things to come. For most of her
life she was, “on the go, all the
time” only slowing down for coffee
or tea and a goodie, usually with
friends or family.
Janice and her sister Harriet
were raised in Metchosin by their
parents John and Daisy Bligh.
Daisy’s father, Joe Baker, settled
in Metchosin in 1927 when
Daisy was seven, instilling in the
family a deep love of the area.
When Janice was five, her parents
bought the corner store. For the
next 11 years the family would
run this Grand Central Station of
Metchosin. According to John it
was, “seven days a week, twelve
hours a day.” Jan learned from
her parents that hard work and a
willingness to help your neighbours makes everyone’s life a bit
easier, and she taught herself that

a, “just in case” stash of cookies
under your bed makes your own
life a bit easier!
With her friends, Jan would
follow the bunny trails through
the fields and forests and, on her
way home after dark, run (as fast
as possible) past the wind-stirred
shadows of the Metchosin Church
graveyard. Many days would be
spent at Witty’s Lagoon, swimming in all seasons (which carried
on in later years with the New
Year’s Day swim). At the age of
fifteen, a tall, thin, dark-haired
local boy caught Jan’s eye. Eugene
would often be found sitting on
the ice machine, eating a block of
ice cream, while Jan worked the
store counter. They attended the
teen square dancing group, then
later Teen Town dances every
Saturday night at the Metchosin
Hall. Later their wedding reception was in that same hall. No
formal invitations were sent,
everyone was welcome, and
they were happy to see most of
Metchosin in attendance.
Soon, the couple moved into
a house on the corner of Witty
Beach and Metchosin Road (John
& Daisy purchased the lot from
Joe Baker in the early 60’s). In
1971 Richard was born, with
Janette coming soon after in 1972.
With Eugene working long shifts
in Cowichan Bay, Jan was left
home with two little ones (one

Jan in happy times.
Photo by Ina Winterburn

of which was pretty cranky, but
Janette won’t say which one!)
Before long, they decided that
two kids were their limit and that
Eugene’s daily commute was too
much. In 1973 they bought a lot
in Cobble Hill and moved a small
teardrop trailer onto it. They
tacked on a 12x12’ shed and over
the next year and a half, knocked
down trees and peeled the logs for
their house. As Eugene stacked
logs, Jan hand-split shingles with
a froe borrowed from John, using
reclaimed bowling pins as mallets.
When the kids were old
enough for school, Jan worked
part time at the Mill Bay Library
and volunteered at Skeleem
Village Recovery Centre.

As the kids become more
independent, Janice (now in her
30’s) decided to go back to school,
starting with evening courses at
Malaspina College, then finishing
at the University of Victoria with
a B.A. in Psychology. With her
degree in hand, she found fulfilling work as a Teacher’s Assistant
at various local schools.
Jan would always carry a shovel
in the trunk of the car. As the
founding (and only) member of the
Cobble Hill Rose Heritage Society
it was her duty to collect and document samples of old-fashioned,
semi-wild roses from ditches,
fences and abandoned farm-roads.
She knew most of the roses’ names
and always remembered exactly
where they were picked.
In 2006 they decided to move
back to Metchosin where their
roots and parents were. Oh, Jan
was so happy! She had missed
the Metchosin wind for so many
years and longed to be closer to
family. They bought the property
below Jan’s parents and built
a new house. Once they were
settled in and had the gardens
planted, they turned their attention to the historic Witty Cottage
on the property, lovingly restoring
the original structure.
Jan was a very artsy person.
She loved to spend time making
greeting cards for people out of
pressed flowers from the garden

or the side of the road, letting her
imagination run free. Another
favorite was to collect beach glass
and wood while she walked the
beaches. She made the pieces of
glass into pictures and framed
them. Her grand-daughters, Lily
and Sophie, would spend many
days with Nana, helping with
whatever the daily art project was.
Jan loved her flower garden
and loved hosting get-togethers
among the blossoms. Every spring
she would host the “toasting of
the vine” beneath the blooming
wisteria. It was always a good
reason to enjoy her homemade
wine with good friends and
neighbours.
As a true Metchosinite, Jan’s
volunteer spirit was strong. She
seemed to have inherited the
pioneer drive and boundless
energy. In 2020 she received
the Community Service Award
for all her time volunteering in
Metchosin, and was also recognized with the Valued Elder
Recognition Award.
Janice was a loving, caring
person, willing to lend a helping hand whenever needed. She
would always share a smile when
she met you. She wanted to create
a community with those around
her and sought to tie together all
of the different groups in her life.
She will be greatly missed!

Outside the SRC office in Metchosin.

David Richardson: A Joyful
Gentleman – 1947–2021
Barb Sawatsky

David Richardson, an intelligent,
charming man with a wonderfully quick wit and strong sense
of joie de vivre, was born in
Braintree, Essex on July 13, 1947
and died at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Victoria, BC on March 31, 2021.
He enjoyed many careers over his
lifetime, beginning at the age of
16 when he joined the Merchant
Marine to apprentice as a steam
David and Sarah in a poppy field in France, in their earlier years. engineer and subsequently
received an Honours Degree in
Engineering. He retired from the
full-time work force as a Quality
Assessor when he was 63 years
old, although he continued to do
contractual work for a number of
years before fully retiring about
one and a half years after moving
to Metchosin.
Sarah first met David when
he was only eleven years old.
Decades later, they met up again
when he accompanied mutual
friends to Sarah’s Dutch barge
which she kept on a canal in
France. Both their first marriages
had long ago dissolved and the
David/Sarah romance, “was

sparked quite quickly, actually,”
said Sarah. David’s job required
a lot of travelling but Sarah
reminisces, “When he wanted
to meet up with me, he could
always locate the barge because it
had a given route and because of
the nature of his work he could
always find out exactly where I
was on the canal. I would round a
bend and there would be David,
standing on the bank with a
dozen roses, waiting for me to
show up.” They were married in
2000 and moved to Deep Cove in
Vancouver in 2006.
In 2010, David and Sarah
bought a house and property on
William Head Road not far from
Sarah’s daughter, Fiona, who had
purchased farmland in Metchosin
where she was living with her
partner and two young sons.
David became involved in his
new community, volunteering in
the radio shack at the Emergency
Operations Centre and at the
Seniors’ Resource Centre. He
truly enjoyed belonging to the
St. Mary Church Monday Club
helping to maintain the church
grounds and buildings, and he especially enjoyed the camaraderie

when the men finished for the day
and walked over to My-Chosen
Café or the Broken Paddle to
socialize over cups of coffee.
After his diagnosis in 2014 with
Alzheimer’s disease and Lewy
Body Dementia, David remained
in his home with Sarah until he
was admitted into care in 2019.
Sarah said, “David thrived in hospital. He had a variety of people to
talk to and easily adjusted to the
necessary daily routines.” She is
very appreciative of everyone at
the Alzheimer Society, “who are
fantastic on so many levels. The
support, new friends and education have been invaluable.”
A celebration of life for David
was held on-line via Zoom on
April 24 and was attended by
friends and family in England
and Canada. His daughter had
appropriately requested attendees
to, “please bring a glass of your
favourite drink to raise a toast to
a joyful gentleman who will be
greatly missed.” In A.A. Milne’s
book, Winnie the Pooh, there
is a notable quote, “If there ever
comes a day where we can’t be
together, keep me in your heart.
I’ll stay there forever.”
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Local Farmers and Farms

Stillmeadow
Farm
Marie-Térèse Little

On quite possibly the coolest, windiest spring day in
Metchosin, I visited Vio Mitchell
and her partner Tom Henry at
Stillmeadow Farm located at
the end of Wootton road. This
beautiful farm is ideally located
near the bluff overlooking Parry
Bay and the Salish Sea. The
pandemic has devastated many
businesses and I was curious
how this farm and its keepers
were coping.

“It is clear that
Vio and Tom
love the farm life...”
This land has been actively
farmed by the Mitchells since the
1950’s; Stillmeadow Farm in its
current iteration was established
in 2005. Vio and Tom farm 30
acres and lease another 150
acres of land to produce hay and
grain and raise pigs, sheep, and
chickens in an environmentally
sustainable manner. The animals
at Stillmeadow Farm are treated
well with excellent feed, plenty
of green grass for the sheep,
straw and bedding for the pigs
to root in, and time free to range
the land.
It is clear that Vio and Tom
love the farm life: its unpredictability, constant interruptions,
the opportunity to play a role
in creation, and a witness to the
cycles of the crops and livestock.
As is customary for farmers, they
have an incredible work ethic
and are not risk averse. With as
many as six employees and other
seasonal workers, Stillmeadow
Farm is a significant employer
in Metchosin. Success is also
partially due to a collaboration
with Parry Bay Sheep Farm and
includes sharing their equipment, knowledge, sales, and

Our restaurant
operations are closed
at this time; we truly
thank our wonderful
community for the
incredible support
over the years!

Pizza

N

3:00–7:00 pm

R

Pickup only
See our website for menu

GLENROSA
FARM

5447 Rocky Point Road
Metchosin

250-478-6186
www.glenrosafarm.com

protect the livestock and ease the
shared fear. Both Vio and Tom
began to breathe a little easier.
As was the case with
other farmers in Metchosin,
Stillmeadow Farm also experienced the urgency of people
seeking a local food source.
Evidence of this unprecedented
demand for locally grown food
was a spike in meat sales that occurred in late March/April 2020.
As articulated by other farmers,
they hope that the demand in
their products will be sustained
well after the pandemic.
The ongoing global pandemic
has highlighted the need for
locally available food sources.
The pressures from our neighboring communities clearly
emphasize that the community
of Metchosin needs to work
hard to protect our agriculture
spaces to remain a productive
rural community. The key to our
long-term food security and sustainability and the rural aspect
of our community lies with the

strength, adaptability, resilience,
and success of our local farmers.
Vio and Tom were very gracious with their time and as we
ended our visit, Tom looked at
me and said “we better let you
go, you look frozen”- to which
we all laughed.

Contact information for
Stillmeadow Farm is:
4198 Stillmeadow Road,
Metchosin, 250-478-0588,
www.stillmeadowfarm.ca.

With over 17 years of drywall finishing experience, and
specializing in home renovations, we can help.

250-880-8242

soldierdrywall@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/soldierdrywallvictoria

L
E

Friday & Saturday

Tom Henry & Violaine Mitchell braving the fierce winds on their farm. Photo by Marie-Térèse Little

G

Now offering

Neapolitan Style

farm labour. The farmers at
Stillmeadow are guided by the
ethos and community-minded
spirit of Birdie and Geoff
Mitchell as is clear in the lasting
legacy of the Sea Bluff trail that
encircled their farm. Vio emphasized that they are keenly aware
of the visibility of the operation
and the farm’s standing in the
community, and they strive to
keep the farm accessible, tidy,
and clean.
As the Northern wind swept
through the farm and gnawed at
my bones, I remained steadfast
in my curiosity regarding their
resolve. They are driven by a true
belief and desire that the local
food they nobly produce should
be shared by their community.
However, ethically raised meat is
very costly. Raising livestock on a
small scale, with 20 pigs per week
transported to an abattoir rather
than 2000 for instance, is pricey.
Moving the animals from pasture
to pasture is labour intensive and
expensive. Rather than broad fertilizer applications, manure from
the animals is composted, aged
and spread to build soil fertility. Crops are rotated to prevent
disease and support the land.
Sustainable farming is expensive,
but its success is to the benefit of
our community.
The relentless wind continued, and I was now visibly shaking. I wanted to quickly change
directions of our conversation to
ask how they managed the farm
during the pandemic. With nary
a whimper nor a wince Tom explained how they quickly pivoted
their operation. Part one of the
emergency contingency plan
included training other people
who do not work on the farm
but who could step in to feed the
animals if the farm workers were
infected by COVID-19. Part two
of the plan included stocking
up on as much feed as the silos
could hold and keeping these
silos at full capacity. It became
evident after a few weeks that
this contingency plan would help

O
S
A

Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405
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METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
“Sustaining arts and contemporary culture
where most of us experience it.”
1407-4495 Happy Valley Road • 250.478.5150 • info@metchosinseniors.ca • www.metchosinseniors.ca

STUDIOS@MACC – highlights – find the full stories on our website!

FEATURE
Isabel Tipton with daughter Jenny. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

JUNE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
We are excited to launch the Seniors’
Centre Without Walls project. Along with
our community partners, we are offering
free phone-based and video-based events
and activities to take part in safely from the
comfort of home. Here is the line-up for
June:
THE FOOTPRINTS OF ISABEL
TIPTON
Thursday, June 10, 11:00 am–noon
Sit back while Jenny Millar interviews her
mother Isabel Tipton about the highlights
and escapades of her life in Metchosin.
We’ll hear about growing up during the
war years, raising a family in the 1960-70s,
changes she’s seen over the decades, and
her accomplishments. Isabel will share her
fondest memories and scariest moments,
as well as life lessons. She is a descendant of one of the pioneer families of
Metchosin so you won’t want to miss this
conversation.
Join by phone: toll free at 778-9072071 (Meeting ID: 669 825 0658#) or join
online through Zoom (visit SRC website
for the link). No registration necessary.
TOP SCAMS TARGETING SENIORS
Tuesday, June 15, 11:00 am-noon
Find out which tactics scammers employ to defraud you of your hard-earned
money, such as unsolicited mail and
email, robocalls, text messages. RCMP
Corporal Vinh Ngo of the Federal
Policing Prevention and Engagement
unit in British Columbia will talk on the
top fraud schemes BC people fall prey to
most frequently and what to do if they
target you.
Join by phone: toll free at 778-9072071 (Meeting ID: 669 825 0658#) or join

online through Zoom (visit SRC website
for the link). No registration necessary.
COLLAGE OF MEMORIES
ART CLASSES
Monday, June 28, July 12 &
July 26, 11:00 am–12:30 pm
Join Diana Smith of Metchosin ArtPod for
three 90-minute live video classes. She will
guide you in creating three 8x8” collages
for yourself or as gifts. Learn how to use
a potpourri of images and text and collage them into beautiful original artwork
personal to you. Themes may be aspects
of your life, your family, special places
or objects. The classes will make use of
everyday materials like photos, cards, old
ticket stubs, etc., that have significance.
Special materials such as brushes, card
stock, wood cradle panels (for mounting
and display) and glue are supplied.
Online through Zoom. Class limit is
six. There is no cost but you must register.
This class will fill up quickly so register
soon at www.metchosinseniors.ca or
info@metchosinseniors.ca.
IDEAS OR SUGGESTIONS?
What future events would interest you?
Is there a group or person you’d like to
nominate to host an activity? Email or
phone the centre with your suggestions.
NEED HELP TO GET CONNECTED?
If you would like assistance to phone in to
an event or to join via Zoom, call the SRC
and we will arrange for a volunteer to help
you get connected.

The Seniors’ Resource Centre is operated by the Metchosin Seniors’ Association.
The Centre is open Monday through Thursday from 12:00–4:00 pm. Due to COVID-19
restrictions, the centre is open to the public by appointment only. Please call us at 250-4785150 or email info@metchosinseniors.ca.
Staff, board members and volunteers are available to assist seniors and their families with
support, resources and services.

Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC) www.metchosinseniors.ca

Art Lab
Multidisciplinary artist Liam O’Sullivan has been working with Laura Gildner and Blair Taylor in
the Art Lab on an immersive mentorship project. During this time, Liam has been producing a
collection of “field notes” depicting his experiences in and around Metchosin through plein air
painting, multi-channel sound recordings, performance, and writing. A selection of Liam’s rich,
layered, and expressive large-scale paintings as well as his field recordings are currently being exhibited at the lab on the second level of MACC, open 11:00 am–4:00 pm on weekends. The shape
of this exhibition will evolve as the project progresses: please stay tuned for further updates as
Liam’s work continues to develop!

STUDIO DIRECTORY
DIY Community Art Studio
Room #2001: Do It Yourself affordable daily or weekly art studio rental. Run workshops, webinars, classes,
seminars or your own creative callings. Various workshops are now booked. You are welcome to come in
and view the space. An online calendar is coming soon. info@metchosinartcentre.ca
Art Lab
Room #2007: Laura Gildner and Blair Taylor are continuing to restructure their upstairs space in the development of an art research lab including a curatorial mentorship program for emerging artists. Currently the
Art Lab is working with artist Liam O’Sullivan. An exhibition is now open on the upper level of the centre.
Open 11-4 on weekends. Watch for exciting videography, installations, and exhibitions to come.
www.blairtaylor.ca
MACCA Office
Room #1036: Regular office hours are Wednesdays 10:00 – 1:30. MACCA volunteers continue dressing up
the exterior of the building in anticipation of a small patio across the way in the courtyard. Next to the main
entrance there is now a small but decorative notice board for Art Centre announcements.
www.info@metchosinartcentre.com.
Shift-It-Studio
Room #1034: Christina Merkley continues to draw the best out of humanity with her digital drawing tablet
on Zoom. C19 restrictions have heavily impacted her Graphic Recording / Graphic Facilitation field. She’s
helping groups and individuals physically pivot and emotionally cope during these intense times.
www.shift-it-coach.com
POV@MACC exhibition spaces
Main floor hallway: MACCA and the Metchosin Foundation are again co-presenting a new version of the
“Bird Cards” for the month of June.
Upper floor hallway: The first exhibition to be displayed in the upper level hallway are large, colorful and
thought provoking paintings by Liam O’Sullivan.
Shiloh Music
Room #1033: Josh Mansfield continues to support so many of our local musicians during these C19 times of
isolation in the performing arts. Shiloh Music Studio offers access to a sound booth, audio recording, expert
guitar repair and lessons, plus multi-camera Zoom lessons and live streaming. www.shilohmusic.com
Huber Studio – The Written Word and Functional Art
Room #1028: Charla and Soleil plan evening Zoom presentations, channelling creative endeavours and
positivity during this pandemic. The duo hosted the Metchosin Float Your Boat Virtual Festival last month.
Participants received small wooden boats to decorate, name and photograph floating somewhere in
Metchosin. For Charla, weekly columns in the Times Colonist, spoken word, poetry, and screen writing all
incorporating Indigenous perspectives, and cultural respect is an ongoing process. Young Soleil is exploring
Functional Art – bath bombs and bubble bars, leatherwork, cedar weaving, claymation and more! She has
created a Facebook Page to display her works. www.charlahuber.com
Metchosin ArtPod
Room #1031: This is a collective of local area artists engaging our community in art through exhibitions,
workshops, classes, and events. See MUSE articles each month for the latest happenings.
www.metchosinartpod.ca
Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC)
Room #1047: The Metchosin Seniors’ Association is launching the Seniors’ Centre Without Walls pilot project
- free phone-based and video-based events and activities for older adults to take part in safely from the
comfort of home. Check out the June calendar of events at
metchosinseniors.ca/seniors-centre-without-walls/

Spring is in the air!

Share your favourite Metchosin Spring photo to
MetchosinMuse@gmail.com

Victoria College of Art
Room #1030: College classes continue to be on-line. www.vca.com

Follow us on Facebook today @MetchosinArts
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
4495 Happy Valley Road – info@metchosinartcentre.ca
metchosinartcentre.ca
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RCMP Call-Outs
APRIL 13 – MAY 13, 2021

Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore
April 13 Sooke Road
Single vehicle accident, no
injuries, vehicle towed.
Rocky Point Road
Threats complaint. One
person spoken to.
April 14 Sooke Road
Suspicious vehicle parked
on side of road. Gone on
arrival.
Happy Valley Road
Complaint of dog being
left in vehicle in hot
weather.
April 15 Sooke Road
Stolen vehicle recovered
and occupant arrested,
still under investigation.
Metchosin Road
Complaint of fraud.
Sooke Road
Erratic driver, vehicle
stopped in Colwood,
driver found to be sober.
Metchosin Road
Complaint of several motorcycles traveling at high
rates of speed, patrols
failed to locate.
Sooke Road
Possible impaired driver,
not located, Sooke RCMP
advised.
April 16 Rocky Point Road
Complaint of speeding
motorcycle in school
zone. Driver later given
verbal warning.
Rocky Point Road
Vehicle stopped for traffic
violation, driver served
with driving prohibition.
Sooke Road
Report of possible suicidal
person. One person
apprehended under the
Mental Health Act and
taken to hospital.
April 18 Pedder Bay Drive
Domestic dispute between couple. One person
taken from scene, no
assault
Taylor Road
Parking problems, too
many vehicles, blocking
roadway.
William Head Road
Threats to a person,
one person given verbal
warning.
Happy Valley Road
Impaired driver, complainant saw male in a
pick-up truck who looked
very intoxicated, patrols
failed to locate the vehicle.
April 19 Sooke Road
Vehicle blocking traffic,
towed from scene.
April 20 Witty’s Beach
People not abiding by
COVID protocols. Gone
on arrival.

Your Local
News Source
Fair • Balanced
Community Oriented
MetchosinMuse
@gmail.com

Duke Road
Report of an impaired
driver, vehicle could not
be located.
April 21 Metchosin Road
Suspicious vehicle on
private property. Vehicle
located and driver identified as a contract worker,
no issues.
April 22 William Head Road
Request for patrols regarding ongoing problem
with speeding vehicle and
motorcycles during the
evening hours.
Sooke Road
Theft from vehicle, several
items stolen, no suspects.
April 23 Sooke Road
Erratic driver, patrols
failed to locate suspect
vehicle.
April 24 Sooke Road
Report of a suicidal
person, later located and
found to be all right.
Matheson Lake
Report of illegal campers,
persons spoken to and
departed.
April 26 William Head Road
Single vehicle accident,
one person taken to
hospital with minor
injuries, charge of driving
while prohibited being
forwarded to Crown.
April 28 Sooke Road
Report of person in distress. Person located and
transported to hospital by
ambulance.
Pears Road
Online fraud complaint.
William Head Road
Complaint of bank fraud,
still under investigation.
William Head Road
Person not adhering to
the Quarantine Act.
April 29 Farhill Road
Disturbance near the
beach, several youths
spoken to.
April 30 Metchosin Road
Graffiti discovered in the
area of the school.
Albert Head
Possible impaired driver
operating a vehicle with
stolen licence plates,
patrols failed to locate
vehicle.
Sooke Road
Single vehicle accident,
vehicle into ditch, one
person transported to
hospital by ambulance.
Sooke Road
Report of a peacock on
the highway causing a
hazard.

Happy Valley Road
Erratic driver, vehicle not
located, registered owner
issued a warning.

May 1

May 2
May 3
May 4

May 5

May 6
May 7

May 8

May 9

Lindholm Road
Deer hit by vehicle.
Sooke Road
Possible impaired/erratic
driver, vehicle not located,
Sooke RCMP advised.
William Head Road area
Report of suspicious
vehicle.
Albert Head
Complaint of person
lighting fireworks.
Metchosin Road
Complaint of person being assaulted, still under
investigation.
Metchosin Road area
Family disturbance at a
residence.
Sooke Road
Person defrauded out
of money, still under
investigation.
Sooke Road
Erratic driver on highway,
vehicle not located.
Metchosin Road
Possible impaired driver,
patrols failed to locate the
vehicle.
Happy Valley Road
Hit and run, vehicle went
off the road into a fence
then left the scene.
Happy Valley Road
Possible impaired driver.
Vehicle located and driver
being investigated for impaired driving by drugs.
Vehicle impounded.
Investigation continuing.
Park Drive
Assistance provided to
Provincial Ambulance
Service, one person transported to hospital.
Glen Forest Way
Report of suspicious male,
not located.
William Head Road
Single vehicle accident,
two people taken to
hospital, investigation
continuing.

Fire Department
Call-Outs
APRIL 2021

Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop
Check out the Metchosin Fire Department on Facebook
or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop

April 1

April 2

Glen Forest Way
Assistance – BCAS
Barrow Road
Assistance – BCAS
Hi–Mount Drive
Open Burn
– General
Elna Road
Open Burn
– General

Cactus Place
Assistance – Public
Works

April 18
April 19

April 21
April 22
April 23

April 5
April 6
April 10
April 11

Beach Fire

Leefield Road
Open Burn
– General

William Head Road
Beach Fire
Badger Place
Medical – B

Metchosin Road
Open Burn
– General

April 13

April 15

Pears Road
Medical – D

Ferncliffe Place
Open Burn
– General

April 17

April 26

Sooke Road
MVI
Beach Fire

Barrow Road
Alarm Bells
– Residential

Beach Fire

Harold Place
Medical – D
Beach Fire

West Shore
Parkway
Brush/Grass –
Smoke Smell /
Sighting

William Head Road
Open Burn
– Camp Fire
Open Burn
– Camp Fire
Open Burn
– Camp Fire

Pedder Bay Drive
Brush/Grass – Fire
Parkland Road
SFRes
Beach Fire

Eustace Road
SFRes

Sutiacum Road
Alarm Bells
– Residential
Pears Road
Alarm Bells
– Residential

Tiswilde Road
Hydro
– Tree on Lines

Glen Forest Way
Assistance – BCAS

William Head Road
Medical – C
Happy Valley Road
Medical – C
April 27
April 28

April 29

Pears Road
Medical – D

Open Burn
– Camp Fire
April 16

April 25

Happy Valley Road
Medical – D
Glen Forest Way
MVI

April 12

April 24

Rocky Point Road
SFRes – Chimney

Beach Fire

Shooting Star Place
Alarm Bells – CO

Hi–Mount Drive
Open Burn
– General

William Head Road
Beach Fire
April 3

Boblaw Place
Medical – D

April 30

Beach Fire

Taurus Drive
Medical – D

Gilbert Drive
Assistance – BCAS
East Sooke Road
MVI

Albert Head Road
Alarm Bells
– Commercial
Albert Head Road
Alarm Bells
– Commercial
Sooke Road
SFRes
Pears Road
Medical – D

May 1

Sooke Road
MVI

Rocky Point Road
Alarm Bells
– Residential
Beach Fire

BCAS: BC Ambulance Service
MVI: Motor Vehicle Incident
SFRes: Structure Fire
Residential
CO: Call–out
Editor’s note: beach fires are not
located because our wonderful Fire
Chief checks ALL the beaches when
fire is reported!

16 Metchosin Muse • June 2021

70 Years – A Lifetime Together

In 1950,
in her eightat age of 19,
ies, mentioned
Ruth arrived in
thoughtfully
On Saturday, July 1, 1951 in
Kimberley, for
that she probKimberley, William (Bill) Ratcliffe
a holiday with
ably should have
went to the Saturday night dance,
relatives, and
learned to swim.
and saw Ruth Bengtson. When he
stayed. Though
A talented
asked her to dance, her girlfriend
forever cherishseamstress, Ruth
swooned and, whispered, “He’s
ing the wild
created bed sets,
so handsome”. Afterwards, Ruth
upholstery and
roses of her
replied, “and, he’s a real nice guy,
dresses. She
too.” Eleven months later, on June
childhood, she
even tailored
1, Bill and Ruth were married. 70
never turned
Heather’s wedyears later, they still are.
back. Like many
ding dress and
Kimberley men,
Deb’s bridesmaid
Bill went straight
dress. She loved
from high
watching the
school to work
grandchildren
in the mine.
play sports, while
He reminisces
Bill and Ruth on their wedding day in 1951 and still a wonderful Bill enjoyed filmhow his crew
ing them with
couple 70 years on. Photos provided.
would ride on the
his video camera.
Their grandchiltrain cars into the
While deployed in the Navy,
dren inspired Nana to be excited
mouth of the mine to remove the
the family enjoyed activities like
about hockey and she became a
sludge and muck and take it out
baseball, picnics, and camployal Canucks fan wearing her
to be dumped ... again and again;
ing. When home, Bill and Ruth
team T-Shirt to playoff games.
a dull and dirty job that paid well, square-danced, and Bill played
They both have a great sense of
old tunes on his ukulele for family
but offered little opportunity for
fun.
Ruth would ride the tobogsingalongs.
advancement. The Canadian
gan
down
the slopes ahead of the
In 1978, Karsten showed his
Navy recruiting office suggested
grandkids
and had running races
dad a lot of land in Metchosin.
hard work could bring advancewhere she usually came out ahead.
Ruth
was
a
little
unsure
about
ment, adventure and a good
Bill often drew his favourite comic
moving, “way out there” from
livelihood, so Bill signed up and
characters with his children and
View Royal but soon enjoyed beserved 25 years in the Navy. He
put his grandchildren’s faces on
ing the chargehand on landscapMP Randall Garrison
upgraded his education and trade
them. Easter Sunday’s outdoor
ing
and
gardens.
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
skill credentials to start a teaching
hunt had the grandchildren in
Bill, a pragmatic visionary,
250-405-6550
serious conversation solving the
career at Spencer Middle School
imagines what he wants to create,
randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca
in 1977.
then methodically learns the skills found clues, riddled with compass
orientations or wordplays, no
Ruth was always there to ento do it. His projects progressed
hints given, ever!
from a wooden teardrop trailer
courage and pitch in on projects
Bill and Ruth always show
that folded flat, to designing
– projects nobody else wanted
great
hospitality to others, saying,
and building a house in View
Essential Workers Ad Metchosin Muse.indd 1
2020-04-22 10:37to
AMdo, such as drywalling and
“There’s
always room for one
Royal
and
their
current
home
linseed oiling – she was a good
more
at
the
table.” There are so
in Metchosin. We won’t talk
wife, mother and a good bookmany
lessons
we learned, espeabout him spray painting his ‘59
keeper. She enjoyed many years
cially
that
it
costs
only one’s time
SERVICE OFFERED
WANTED
Volkswagen Bug in the carport.
working, finally retiring from
to be kind and thoughtful of othHe
built
several
boats,
his
favouEatons in Victoria.
Getting Married Soon? Dale Morrison Looking for a long term rental. Clean,
ers and work hard, do your best,
rite was the Sea Hawk. She was
Their son, Karsten, was born
is your local Marriage Officiant avail- quiet couple from Metchosin. Good
and love your family. For us, they
built in their yard in Metchosin,
in 1951, daughters Heather and
able through All Seasons Weddings.
references. Willing to help with farm
set the gold standard.
taking five years of daily work to
Debra in 1954 and 1958 re250-642-0583 Check her credentials
and carpentry work on property.
Happy seventieth anniversary,
be ready for his retirement. She
spectively. Seven grandchildren
at: allseasonsweddings.com
250-262-6368, seikod@hotmail.com
Bill
and Ruth.
sailed beautifully and the family
and three great grandchildren
went on many adventures. On
$10 per 25 words per edition. Deadline: 15th of each month.
followed. Both Karsten and one
their last voyage with her, as they
Payment in advance preferably by e-transfer.
of the grandchildren have sadly,
Contact Linda at amuselinda@gmail.com
sailed the Sea Hawk past the busy
or phone 250-590-0168.
passed on.
Victoria Harbour, Ruth, then
Heather Ratcliffe Hood

Bill, was born in 1929 in
Saskatchewan. After moving to
Peace River, where they worked
hard in tough times, his parents
parted. Later his mother remarried and moved the family to
Kimberley, BC.
Ruth was born in 1930 in rural
Alberta during a freezing January
cold snap. Her parents braved the
cold to set out by wagon for her
midwife grandmother’s house.

Thank you to all essential
workers for your continued
efforts to keep others safe,
healthy, and fed during the
COVID-19 pandemic

CLASSIFIEDS

Metchosin Directory
Metchosin Fire Department:
250-478-1307

Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032

Police (Non-Emergency):
250-474-2264

District Office (office hours):
250-474-3167

ORGANIZATIONS
AIR CADETS
250-590-3690
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
250-382-2052
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
metchosinaprm@gmail.com
FB Metchosin APRM
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
FREE RANGE SINGERS
250-478-3319
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

911

• Report a fire
• Save a life
• Report a crime
• Imminent safety
• Report an accident

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
metchosinfoundation.ca

MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
250-642-0238

WEST SHORE PARKS AND RECREATION
250-478-8384
www.westshorerecreation.ca

METCHOSIN ARTPOD
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB
250-360-7557

NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com

WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org

BAHA’I FAITH
250-514-1757

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca
www.metchosinartcentre.ca
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub
METCHOSIN EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on
146.550. POD members can call FRS
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com
mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424
metchosinhall.com
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES
COOPERATIVE (MISC)
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-478-0765
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTRE
250-478-5150,
info@metchosinseniors.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca

ROUGH VOICE SINGERS
250-478-0553
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91,
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org

FAITHS
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
250-727-3722
OPEN GATE CHURCH
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN
Anglican Church of Canada
250-474-4119
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
THE SALVATION ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca

The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included
under “Events” on this page, or possibly as a separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

