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The Boys & Girls Club Property:
Hopeful Purchasers Make Their Pitch.
Johnny Carline

Recent Boys and Girls Club’s
proposals to subdivide, into two
lots, and sell over half of their 98acre property on Metchosin Road
created anxiety and anger in the
community, exacerbated by a subsequent application to create eight
five-acre lots. Then, on June 10,
the Times-Colonist reported that a
conditional offer of sale of the entire site had been accepted from a
“group that provides nature-based
programs and retreats for youth
and adults.” Their spokesperson
was Alaina Hallet, “a director
and partner in Thriving Roots
Wilderness School” which has offered programs on a 12-acre property in Saanich for seven years as
well as in the Cowichan Valley.
The organization is looking for
more land to accommodate an
expansion in its programs.
On June 17, the Thriving
Roots group conducted a Zoom
session to present their proposals to the community. It got off to
an unpromising start; attendance
was sparse, fewer than 30 people,
including the presenters.
The meeting opened with an
invitation to attendees to communicate one thing they were

grateful for. This parlour game
icebreaker seemed ill-advised
and the segment was mercifully
ended when one resident wrote,
“I’d be grateful if this meeting
could begin.” However, if it was
attempting to set a tone, to allay
potential concerns that this might
be some glib, slick presentation
by public relations flaks fronting
for a development consortium, it
succeeded at least in part. It was
anything but glib and slick and
it appeared to allay any possible
concerns for some, although,
based on comments made after
the meeting, not for others.
Alaina Hallet gave the major part of the presentation and
she was soon pressing buttons
that would resonate with many
Metchosin residents. The central
theme was that people needed
to rediscover their inner selves
through experiences in a natural
environment. It was critical to
conserve the land. It could be
therapeutic. It would provide an
opportunity for the Beecher Bay
First Nation to feel welcomed
back onto the still unceded land.
The diversity of species on the
land could be preserved but at the
same time agriculture could be
introduced beyond just growing
hay and other forage crops.

The proposal included continuing with the two large lot
subdivision application, but not
to sell or develop residentially.
It would seek a density transfer
from the “back forty” to the front
lot and develop six small cabins (1,200 to 1,500 square feet)
strictly for rental to staff and caretakers. The subdivision into two
lots would allow two houses to be
built, not just one, though where
to put a house on the backlot
had provoked discussion within
the group, because they did not
want to uproot even a bush. The
previously proposed subdivision
into five acre lots for residential
development was the antithesis of
their vision in which conservation
of the land was most important.
These themes were echoed by
subsequent speakers/partners
including a clinical psychologist
who specialized in trauma, a wellness professional who focussed
on yoga education, yoga retreats
and “holism”, a registered clinical counsellor who specialized in
nature-based therapy and a biologist/ecologist who discussed the
need to increase diversity, restore
ecosystems and connect more
closely to the land.
At times, the presentation
seemed unrehearsed and a little

reminiscent of the idealism of
the 1960’s counter culture. But it
presented a positive rural image which clearly resonated with
many in attendance.
There are, however, questions.
The proposed use, the cabins, the
‘transfer of density’, all scream
‘rezoning’ and in Metchosin,
that is almost akin to proposing
to rewrite sacred scripture. It is
not impossible but definitely not
a given and would require a lot
more clarity about exactly what is
being proposed. And a rezoning
requirement makes the two-lot
subdivision seem unnecessary
and puzzling as to why that is
a condition of sale. Afterwards,
some attendees worried about
the front lot still being a potential
future development site to generate revenue, though that would
be to dismiss the credibility of the
whole presentation.
Ms. Hallet asserted that the
group had raised $2.5 million and
needed to raise $2 million more
(perhaps revealing the selling
price) and had developed a “solid
business plan” but there was scant
evidence of it and one would
think that it needs to be attractive
to investors, even rural idealists
with deep pockets.

However, the school component could go some way to meeting the charitable obligations*
which the current owners may
have. It may be the best, if not
the only, offer that meets these
requirements, and, therefore,
interesting to the current owners. And it may be the best, if not
the only offer, that comes close to
meeting community aspirations.
So, is the proposal a heavensent solution to the community’s
concerns, or a well meant but
naively fanciful distraction, or the
same old wolf dressed as a different sheep? Time will tell – the
Muse will stay tuned with an open
but enquiring mind.
*Editor’s note: another article in this issue, by Carol Voyt,
includes a summary of a legal
opinion describing these obligations. It suggests that any sale of
the property which does not meet
these obligations could provoke
the Provincial Attorney General to
intervene in the courts. A possible
outcome could be court-imposed
‘remedy’ which might be unwelcome to the current owners, both
financially and reputationally.

Adenovirus Hemorrhagic Disease in Metchosin?
Andy MacKinnon

Deer are born in Metchosin,
deer die in Metchosin. But often
there’s an obvious cause of death,
commonly being struck by an
automobile. But, since June 7, our
Public Works crew has picked up
5 deer (adults and juveniles) that
have died mysteriously, not as a
visible result of being hit by a car.
In addition, Municipal Hall has
received a couple of telephone
calls from residents who have
found deer that have died in their
yards. What’s up?
After the deaths of 60 deer last
autumn on Galiano, Mayne and

Parker Islands, the inelegantly
named Ministry of Forest, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development began
to pay attention to a developing
deer disease. They examined the
remains of 36 deer and 22 had
adenovirus hemorrhagic disease
(AHD).
AHD was first recorded in
1993, in California. Last autumn’s
records in the southern Gulf
Islands were the first evidence of
this disease in BC. AHD afflicts
deer and their relatives, and
seems to pose no risk to humans
or livestock. The virus attacks
small blood vessels in the lungs

and other organs; symptoms
include difficulty breathing, foaming at the mouth, diarrhea and
seizures. AHD is particularly fatal
to fawns.
The Ministry is interested in
tracking the possible spread of
AHD, and in obtaining tissue
samples from deer dead less than
24 hours, in order to sample for
AHD. If you’ve seen deer displaying any of the above mentioned
symptoms, please contact Caeley
Thacker at 250-751-3234 or
caeley.thacker@gov.bc.ca. For
more information about AHD in
BC, see: https://bit.ly/3qiC38K

Photo: Fortunately this doe was only sleeping. Photo by Johnny Carline

Swanwick Ranch Sold!
Johnny Carline

The Times Colonist reports
(June 22, 2021) that the 67 acre
Swanwick Ranch, on the waterfront at 529 Swanwick Road, has
been sold. The identity of the
purchaser was not revealed but

the sale price was reportedly $12
million, making it a record for
this region
In 2017 and 2018, crowds
flocked to the site when the
ranch was used as the site for the
rejuvenated Metchosin Sheepdog
Trials. The trials were not held in

2019, and COVID prevented any
renewal in 2020 or 2021. The site
is big enough to hold a worldclass trial and accommodate
spectators in bleachers and their
cars in an adjacent field. Whether
that can continue in future is not
yet known.

Tackle Invasive Species Week
Kathy Atherton

Since last year Tackle Tansy Ragwort Week has been replaced by
the more encompassing Tackle Invasive Species Week, July 1-7.
We hope to soon have more profiles on invasive species and access
to links for more in-depth information readily accessible on the
District’s website metchosin.ca/content/invasive-species.
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A Follow-up Tribute to Elizabeth Jatkowski
We knew Liz Jatkowski for many
years. When our horses were alive
Liz would collect manure from
us with large white buckets in the
box of her old Dodge pick-up. Liz
raised champion German short hair
pointer hunting dogs, highly prized
by upland game bird hunters. We
knew a number of hunters owning
Liz trained dogs. They called the
dogs “very birdie”; their sense of
birds was incredible and they would
point the birds’ location.
Liz was also a dedicated
member of the Victoria Fish and

Game Protective Association and
a Board of Directors member
for many years. She was elected
the first female President of the
Victoria Fish & Game in its ninetieth year, a position she fulfilled
very efficiently and effectively.
Liz was always up for a challenge. In the late 1990s and early
2000s we produced Wild West
Shows and Theatricals performed
at various venues: Victoria,
Courtenay and towns in the
interior of B.C. We were invited
to produce a theatrical for the

Royal B.C. Museum based on the
gold rush era of Victoria in the
1860’s and needed a cast of miners, prospectors plus city folk of
the era, law men and temperance
ladies. We recruited Liz to be the
leader of the temperance ladies.
The performance was a huge
success and Liz pulled off the role
with style, bringing the inebriated
miners to heel!
She will be missed.
Gary and Sybil Kangas

The Boys & Girls Club – Are There
Enduring Charitable Trust Obligations?
Carol Voyt

Muse readers will recall the community concern generated by plans
to subdivide the Boys & Girls Club
Metchosin Wilderness Camp property, when these plans first came to
public attention in late 2020.
Following a March 2021 Public
Hearing that seemed to amplify
rather than assuage public concern, the May issue of the Muse
included a diverse selection of
letters from concerned residents
and former Boys and Girls Club
employees. Among concerns gaining prominence are those related
to ethical and/or legal obligations
associated with the Club’s fundraising program for the Metchosin
property. A corresponding legal
analysis has recently been completed by a firm that specializes
in charity and non-profit law. Key
conclusions from the analysis are
provided, below.
By April, a group of community members interested in understanding the legal dimensions
of the subdivision issue had set
up a Go Fund Me campaign and
raised over $11,000. These funds
were used to acquire a detailed
legal opinion from Victoria based
Horne Coupar LLP. The Horne
Coupar analysis and corresponding opinion were based on BC’s
Charitable Purposes Preservation
Act (CPPA) and publicly available documentation of the Club’s
multi-year fundraising activity.
The opinion makes reference to
the Foundation (The Boys and
Girls Club of Greater Victoria
Foundation) which is the owner
and title holder of the Metchosin
Wilderness Camp (the Lands).
Where the legal opinion makes
reference to the Campaign,
this means the Club’s targeted,

multi-year Create A Ripple
fundraising campaign which
was initiated to offset the 2004
property purchase cost, develop
Wilderness Camp infrastructure,
and establish a Camp endowment
fund. Metchosin residents and
past Club employees were among
the donors to this campaign.
In the interest of respecting
Muse word count guidelines, only
the final section from the Horne
Coupar executive summary document (Summary) is cited below.
The full legal Opinion Letter is
over a dozen pages in length.
SUMMARY
“The facts and the law support the
following proposition:
1. The Lands are held by the
Foundation as part of a continuing charitable trust and
the Foundation is not the
beneficial owner of them.
2. The endowment monies
raised by the Foundation
under the Campaign are
discrete purpose charitable
property under the CPPA.
3. As the Foundation is not the
beneficial owner of the trust
property it may not sell the
Lands, in part or in whole,
without authorization from
the Court pursuant to the
Court’s cy pres jurisdiction.
(cy pres: as near as possible
to a donor’s intentions,
when these cannot be precisely followed)
4. The Foundation cannot effectively change the terms of
trust with regard to the endowment funds without authorization from the Court
pursuant to section 3 of the
CPPA. Accordingly, given
that the Lands are held on
a continuing charitable

purpose trust, and the use
of the Lands is necessary for
the lawful administration of
a discrete purpose charitable
property trust under the
CPPA, it would not be in the
public interest to have the
Lands subdivided for a purpose other than the discrete
charitable purpose for which
the acquisition and endowment funds were raised.”
Given the above legal opinion,
concerned past donors and others who may be interested in the
general principles of the CPPA
may individually or collectively
seek the involvement of the BC
Attorney General’s Office, which
exercises the Crown’s supervisory
jurisdiction over charities. If the
Attorney General (AG) agrees to
take the matter on, public concerns would be represented by the
AG and the views and position of
the Boys and Girls Club would be
represented by the Club’s chosen
legal counsel. The Court would
hear both views and render a corresponding decision.
Recalling that, just 17 years
ago, the property in question was
provincial crown land, a future article may tackle the underlying and
more generic concern of the role
that registered charities may play
in converting BC public land into
private property. As our regional
population continues to grow and
as demand for publicly accessible
land grows in tandem, a thoughtful
examination of this deeper issue
becomes more important.
Thank you for reading this
article and special thanks to the
generous donors who invested
in a legal opinion that could be
shared to help inform community
awareness and dialogue.
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Proposed plan
of subdivision
for the Boys
and Girls Club
Property.
Credit to:
Summit Land
Surveying –
supplied by
Devencore
Realty
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Council News
JULY 2021
COVID-19 Update – Municipal Operations and Council Meetings
The District of Metchosin Hall continues to be closed to the public until further notice. Wherever
possible, business functions and services will continue, by telephone, email, virtual meetings and by
appointment (if absolutely necessary). If you have any questions, please contact the Office at 250-4743167, or by email at info@metchosin.ca
Deer Virus:
The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development is reportedly
tracking the spread of a virus, Adenovirus Hemorrhagic Disease (AHD) affecting deer on Vancouver
Island and are asking the public to notify them if they think a deer is showing signs of this virus.
Symptoms are: signs of difficulty breathing, drooling, foaming at the mouth, dark diarrhea. As well,
should a resident find a deer on their property, deceased with no obvious cause, residents may also contact the Ministry with this information. The contact information to notify them of a symptomatic deer is:
250-751-3234, or caeley.thacker@gov.bc.ca at BC Wildlife Health.
Public Works:
Crews have been busy preparing roads that are being paved this summer. A paving schedule will be
posted on the website.
Roadside mowing is still underway throughout the District.
Soil Deposits in Metchosin
The District’s Soil Removal and Deposit Bylaw regulates the deposit of soil. If you are planning to bring
in fill (soil, sand, gravel or rock) to your property, please contact the Municipal Hall and advise staff
about your project.
Burning Information
Please be advised that open burning and all land clearing (Class A, Permits) are now CLOSED. This
includes all incinerators and yard debris burning of any kind. Please note the following:
• Beach fires are no longer permitted at ANY beach within the District of Metchosin
• Incinerators, open yard burning and land clearing burns are prohibited until October 1, 2021
• Propane fire pits, briquettes and gas BBQ’s are still allowed at this time.
For further information, please contact the Fire Department at 250-478-1307.
Business Licences for Short-term Rentals
In 2018, the District of Metchosin changed its Business Licence Bylaw to require licences for all properties that are being rented for terms of less than 30 days (short-term rentals), as well as those used for
boarding. Requiring Business Licences is the first step while Council considers whether further changes
or policies are needed to control short-term rental use in the District.
Business Licence Reminder
Businesses should have received their renewal notices in the mail for the 2021 businesses licence year
in November 2020. Every business operating in Metchosin, including home-based businesses, requires
a business licence. Metchosin also participates in a regional intermunicipal business licence scheme so
that businesses such as contractors and mobile sales based in Metchosin only need one licence to operate
in the region.

District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – July 2021
Meeting dates and times for the upcoming month. Meetings are held via Zoom at 7:00 pm unless
otherwise stated. Due to COVID-19 Restrictions meetings are subject to cancellation. For updated
information please refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca. Please see the District website for Advisory
Committee Meeting dates.
Finance & Environment Committee .....................................July 12 at 7:00 pm
Council Meeting ....................................................................July 12 at 7:00 pm
Planning Committee ................................................................July 12 at 7:00 pm
Parks Committee ....................................................................July 12 at 7:00 pm
Public Works Committee ......................................................July 12 at 7:00 pm

Metchosin Municipal Hall
www.metchosin.ca 250-474-3167 – info@metchosin.ca

A Community
Moment.
Shane Cyr, (centre, arms akimbo) owner/operator of Island Pro
Homes, and his crew, worked with Bob Burgis (right) at the
Pioneer School Museum to do the siding. Bob had a grant, so
was able to pay for this work, but since coming to Metchosin,
Shane has donated a full day’s work (himself and his crew)
each year to the Metchosin Community Association’s Annual
Service Auction. A welcome addition to Metchosin’s business
and volunteer community.
Photo by Barb Sawatsky
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Editor’s
Musings
Johnny Carline

Summer is here and, despite
COVID, our newspaper is full of
reports of activities in Metchosin.
As always, the environment is front
and centre in many stories, including the lead story on the Boys &
Girls Club property. Personally,
I do so want to believe that the
latest offer is both genuine and
realistic and will provide a future
for that land that will meet all our
aspirations. Other environmentrelated stories include: fire risks,
dive bombing crows, crow-anting,
fish-spawning habitat research,
invasive plants, invasive lizards,
swarming bees and diseased deer.
The All Things Metchosin project
encourages everyone to get out
and enjoy that environment with a
Gnome on a Roam, and we feature
the 14th Juan de Fuca Scouts
enthusiastically pursuing various
outdoor activities.
Art and environment come
together in the report from the
Metchosin Foundation; ArtPod
continues to keep us supplied
with wonderful displays of art; an
outstanding local photographer is
featured; there is news of an upcoming fibre-arts event in Sooke,
while students at Hans Helgesen
combined art with social awareness in a meaningful way.
Sport is rarely high-profile
in Metchosin, but the start of
summer provided an excuse for
a comprehensive report on the
beginning of the cricket season, including a historic first,
a representative junior cricket
match, while a report on tennis
in Metchosin provides a welcome

chuckle. Speaking of chuckles, I
just love this month’s All Things
Metchosin pun.
As always, we have human
interest stories which remind us
of the lives of individuals in and
from this village, with wonderful volunteers prominent in a
number of stories: the joy of a 65th
wedding anniversary; the memories of another who recently died;
the activities of others – helping renovate the Pioneer School
Museum, maintaining the metal
bin, providing services to seniors
and more.
Finally, we have not given too
much coverage to COVID-19
since the early days of the
pandemic as other media did
such a fine job and, thankfully,
Metchosin has been spared the
worst impacts. However, I just
got my ‘second shot’ and I’m a
scaredy-cat guy about such things,
but it reminded me of the “riskreward” calculation that should
govern such decisions. If, as some
still believe, COVID is not that
serious and vaccines do no good,
then all I’ve suffered is the loss
of an hour or so of my time and
perhaps a sore arm for a night
or so (I didn’t even get that). If,
on the other hand, COVID is as
serious as the death toll suggests,
and mass vaccinations are our
best defence against even worse
scourges from mutating strains,
and I don’t get vaccinated, then I
have contributed to increasing the
scope for a vaccination-resistant
strain to develop and bring untold
misery to so many more people.
It’s a no-brainer risk-reward
calculation. For goodness’ sake, get
vaccinated!

Fibres and Beyond
event in Sooke
Isabel Tipton

The Fibres and Beyond group,
which put on the Consider the
Lilies Textile Art Show in Old St
Mary’s each spring (which we
sorely miss) is having a show and
sale in Sooke, at the Evergreen
Chiropractic premises 3-6726
West Coast Road Sooke, on the
BC Day weekend in August.
They will be open Saturday
July 31, Sunday, Monday and

Tuesday, August 1,2 and 3 from
10:00 am–4:00 pm daily. All
COVID precautions in force at
the time will be in place.
They held a highly successful show there last BC Day and
we hope to see all our Metchosin
friends, as we have some exciting
new work to show off.
It is not Metchosin, but Sooke
is the next best.
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Pearson Students
Working to Improve
Fish Habitat
Viggo Henelius
(Pearson College UWC, Finland)

Carter Ayasse (Canada), Ella
Bishop (USA) and I have been
working with the Victoria
Foundation since October of
2020 through their Vital Youth
Program. The foundation works
to introduce youth to the field of
philanthropy, working primarily
with nine schools in the Greater
Victoria area, including Pearson
College UWC.
Using the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) for guidance, we were
tasked with finding a charity in
the Greater Victoria area that contributed to one or more SDGs. As
both Carter and I live in coastal
environments, where the diminishing wellbeing of the world’s
oceans is becoming increasingly
obvious, we chose the Life Below
Water goal. We were donated a
budget of $2,500.
After contacting several organizations, we chose Peninsula
Streams Society, an organization
whose primary purpose is the restoration and conservation of habitat in the Saanich Peninsula with
the goal of laying the grounds
for self-sustaining populations of
species such as salmon. We chose
this one because it advocates for
habitat restoration, rather than
breeding the fish artificially and
releasing them into a stream. It
is also heavily involved with a

broader push to restore herring
stocks, a project whose success can determine the future of
marine ecosystems off the coast
of B.C.
Their contact person, Ian
Bruce, arranged for us to meet
Brian Koval, who introduced
us to a program which tries to
document forage fish spawning
grounds (such as herring) along
the coast of Vancouver Island. He
brought all the equipment necessary for sampling the sediment
below the high tide mark and gave
us a crash course in the sampling
process. Weir’s Beach is within
walking distance of campus and
well known to many students and
alumni, and so became the target
of our survey. Every three weeks
samples needed to be collected
and examined with our goal being
to incorporate this knowledge and
activity into the College’s Marine
Science program.
On March 28, I found eggs in a
sample taken at Weir’s beach. The
find represents a vital data point
in mapping spawning habitat of
forage fish, allowing for better
and more careful management of
spawning habitat. It was also the
find farthest from Victoria yet!
We hope to continue the collaboration with the Peninsula
Streams Society, allowing future
Pearson students to get involved
with the program (referred to as
the BEACH program) and work
for a sustainable future.

With over 17 years of drywall finishing experience, and
specializing in home renovations, we can help.

250-880-8242

soldierdrywall@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/soldierdrywallvictoria
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4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4
Locally owned & operated since 1984
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Pearson students working hard to help promote a healthy spawning habitat for local fish.

All Things Metchosin –

Get Your Gnome on a Roam
Shelly Donaldson and Johnny Carline

The glorious summer months of July and August lie
ahead and because we are not yet quite out of the
woods with COVID–19, it may be a good time to
get back into the woods with a Gnome on the Roam,
because gnomes are considered to be protectors of
the forest.
Gnomes are very gentle creatures who want to ensure that all living creatures remain unharmed. They
are symbols of good luck and have long been seen as
providing protection. You may find them even today,
tucked into rafters of a barn to watch over crops and
livestock. More commonly, the garden gnome, an
idea originating in the United Kingdom, has become
a widespread, charming, eccentric ornament in
many a garden.
The “Gnome on a Roam” project is part of the
All Things Metchosin initiative and its goal is to
encourage residents to embark on outdoor adventures, experiencing the natural environment without
damaging it or disturbing its habitats. The idea is
to take your gnome along on your walks and take
photographs of the gnome on your travels. Then
send your pictures to https://allthingsmetchosin.ca
along with a couple of lines, with clues as to where
the photo was taken or comments on what part of
your (and the gnome’s) experience was particularly
notable. In photographing your gnome, remember
gnomes love to watch humans from behind things
and around corners.
If you don’t already possess a gnome, you could
create your own, perhaps using local natural materials such as driftwood, pebbles, fallen leaves or lichen
or your ‘recycle bin’ of orphaned socks, paper rolls,
or odd bits of unusable wool or material. Or you
could just buy one.
COVID–19 has been a challenge for many to
keep a positive carefree attitude. Summer is just the
time to let our hair down, kick up our heels and do
a few things which might be considered not altogether serious – but fun! So kickstart the summer
by taking a gnome on a favourite walk, on a ramble
to unexplored places, or just for a lovely picnic. And
when you see another Gnome on a Roam, use it as
an excuse to exchange friendly greetings. Just enjoy
the ridiculously carefree feeling of taking a Gnome
on a Roam.
The first All Things Metchosin activity, the
Shopping Basket Project, will finish in late August.
Literally hundreds of slips have been filled out and
placed in the boxes at participating vendors in the
hope of winning the basket of goods to be donated
by participating vendors at the end of the summer.
So, make sure you get out to visit the vendors listed
below, look for the box (ask for it if you don’t find it
right away), fill out a slip and enter. It is all good fun
and supports our local businesses, many of which
could really use your support right now.
PARTICIPATING VENDORS ARE:
‘Chosin Pottery
4283 Metchosin Road

Metchosin ArtPod
4495 Happy Valley Road
Old Barn Books
4450 Happy Valley Road
Le Soleil Jewellers
1070 Brookview Drive
Glenrosa Farm
5447 Rocky Point Road
My–Chosen Café,
My Chosen–Pizza,
The Sugar Shack Ice Cream and Bake Shop
4492 Happy Valley Road
The Broken Paddle Coffee House
4480 Happy Valley Road
Lani’s Baking Adventures
902 Herlihy Place
Nootka Rose Milling
4480 Happy Valley Road
Galloping Goose Sausage Company
4484 Lindholm Road
Metchosin Country Store
4398 Metchosin Road
Parry Bay Sheep Farm
4335 Lindholm Road
Sea Bluff Farm
565 Wootton Road
Metchosin Farm
542 Wootton Road
5050 Farm Stand
5050 William Head Road
Metchosin Farmers’ Market
4450 Happy Valley Road
Sunrise Cottage Farm
4652 William Head Road
Swallowhill Farm and Orchard
4910 William Head Road
Wendy’s Red Farm Stand
750 Pears Road
Three Creeks Farm
777 Winfall Road
Down to Earth Gardens and Nursery
1096 Derrien Place
Green Acres Golf Course
3970 Metchosin Road
TNT Paintball
4590 East Sooke Road
Pedder Bay Marina
925 Pedder Bay Drive
And do keep smiling at the outrageous puns on
the MCA Notice Board, one of which is reproduced
as a cartoon in this issue.
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Metchosin Hosts
South Island Wildland
Training Exercise
Johnny Carline

One of the ongoing threats faced by fire
departments, particularly those serving
communities on the edge of built-up areas,
is that of an ‘interface fire’ where fire in a
forested area threatens adjacent communities. It can be a nightmare and the province has published a helpful homeowners manual (accessible online at http://
bcwildfire.ca/Prevention/firesmart.htm)
providing guidance on preventative steps
that can be taken to reduce the risk.
When a wildfire of this nature does occur, one of the appropriate responses is, of
course, to pour a lot of water onto it. But
this may be easier said than done. A fire
hydrant may not readily be at hand and
the capacity of an engine may be quickly
exhausted (engines usually carry 500 to
1000 gallons of water), so a tender may be
required to refill the engines with water
(tenders typically carry 1500 gallons or
more but some may carry only 800 gallons). The tender then has to find a readily
available source of water to refill its own
supply (it could be a distant hydrant or it
could be a nearby pond) and keep servicing the engines in action.
Getting the hose off the truck, through
a threatened private property (trying to do
minimal damage along the way) to a safe
but effective location from which to attack
the fire may face obstacles – remember the
personnel involved will be in full fire fighting equipment – and, as always, time will
be of the essence.
Practicing this seemingly simple set
of tasks is very useful, maybe even critical. Accordingly, the Office of the Fire
Commissioner and the BC Wildfire Service
recently organized eight training sessions
for firefighters across the Province, one
being held in Metchosin for firefighters
from all over the South Island. Departments

involved in the latter included: Metchosin,
Sidney, Comox, Central Saanich, North
Saanich, Mayne Island, Sooke, Willis Point,
Salt Spring Island, Saanich, Pender Island
and Otter Point.
It is surely no surprise that this important session was hosted by our own
indefatigable fire chief, Stephanie Dunlop.
There was one surprise, however; although
being the Metchosin Fire Chief, perhaps it
was not all that surprising. When residents
received a knock on their door to confirm
that they were aware of and gave permission for the exercise to occur on their
property the next day, it was not someone
of a lower rank or a volunteer, who was
carrying out this time-consuming task.
Stephanie was giving this public relations
task her usual hands-on personal touch.
The main staging of the event occurred
at the school, with three secondary staging
areas at the Motorcycle Club, Boys & Girls
Parking Lot, and St. Mary’s Church. The
training took place in two areas, Glen Forest
Way and Olympic View/Cliff Drive. Curious
residents saw fire trucks arrive, firefighters leap off the truck and begin unloading
the hose, while one officer reconnoitred
the property. The hose was then extended
through the property and, in the case of
this writer’s property, 500 gallons of water
rapidly applied to the treed area adjoining
the park. Tenders then arrived, temporarily
blocking the street, and the engines along
the street were refilled with water.
It was a hot day and I was tempted to offer some refreshment to the perspiring officers. But, as one of them told me, they were
operating as if this were a real event. “In
that case,” he said, “you’d be out of here!”
Fire Chief Dunlop walked down the
street with the Fire Commissioners as
they observed the exercise. I think they
were impressed. They should have been. I
certainly was.

Metchosin ArtPod Presents:

FUSION
Exploring Mixed Media

July 2–August 29, 2021

Featuring Artist Patt Scrivener
and over 25 Vancouver Island Artists

ONLINE EXHIBITION OPENING: FRIDAY JULY 2, 7:00 pm
Visit us online for show and link information

OPEN FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAYS 11–4
4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

#MetchosinArtPod

Top: A cavalcade of fire trucks
and fire commissioners arrive
on the street.
Middle: A tender refills the
fire trucks with water. The
street is blocked but the
residents are grateful that fire
departments are training to
protect homes and people.
Left: An officer in action,
protecting property against
wildfires.
All photos by Johnny Carline
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Local Farmers and Farms

5050 Farm Stand
Cllr. Marie-Térèse Little

Tucked into the hill on the opposite side of the Salish Sea high
above William Head, sits the
most enchanting, prettiest little
farm. Located at 5050 William
Head Road, 5050 Farm is home
to a multigenerational family
who is passionate about farm
fresh food, food sustainability
and positively contributing to
the local food economy, both as
consumers and producers. This
series of articles on agriculture in
Metchosin is intended to feature
all farms in Metchosin, both big
and small. This visit provided the
opportunity to discuss agriculture
and farming with community
members who farm on a small
scale and how the pandemic has
affected them.
Morgan Evans Bley, her parents, and their family have been
stewards of the five acres of land
for nine years. Their initial intent
was to garden but the farm itself
has taken on a life of its own.
The first year of planting saw an
explosion of offerings in the 20
by 60 foot glass greenhouse and
Morgan and her mother Glynis
continue to expand their gardens
and fences each year. This small
farm focuses on seasonal crops
for sale at their farm stand during
the summer and autumn months.
The orchard features five varieties of apples, three types of pears
and plums, quince, and kiwi.
Tomato plants, already four feet
high, yielding fist-sized green

tomatoes and zucchini as long as
a dinner knife were thriving in the
greenhouse. The magical fig tree
occupying the first quarter of the
greenhouse has a trunk as wide as
I have ever seen with limbs loaded
with burgeoning figs. Other
greenhouse crops are grown on
the vertical including lettuce,
chard and strawberries. Potatoes,
kale, lettuce, onions, herbs, and
carrots are growing with gusto in
the outdoor raised garden beds.
This is an impressive variety and
yield of vegetables and fruit from
such a small footprint.
The remarkable variety and
growth are matched only by
Morgan’s enthusiasm and commitment to food security and
growing nutritious food. No
synthetic chemical or pesticides
are used on the property as there
are three young children – besides
the vegetables – growing here.
A noteworthy rose garden,
reminiscent of an English country
estate, lines the fencing enclosing
the flower and vegetable beds and
the large glass greenhouse. Along
with the roses, petunias, lavender,
rhododendrons, and marigolds,
other hardy flowering shrubs provide excellent enticements for the
birds, butterflies and bees.
Beyond growing vegetables
and fruits, Morgan and her family
are committed to being active and
integral members of our rural
farming community and to making a positive difference, even on
a small scale. The global pandemic provided an awakening for

Morgan as it reiterated the importance of being self-sustaining and
the value of locally grown food.
Metchosin residents will have
to plan wisely and work hard to
remain a productive rural community as the pressures mount

from our surrounding communities. Our long-term food security
and sustainability and the rural
aspect of our community benefit
from the adaptability, resilience,
strength, and success of our dynamic local farmers, from big and

small farms like the 5050 Farm on
William Head Road.
Contact information for 5050
Farmstand is: 5050 William Head
Road, Metchosin, 778-433-0827
and Facebook @5050 Farm.

Morgan with her mom, Glynis, among the greenery in the greenhouse. Photo by Cllr. Marie-Térèse Little

Telus and Fibre Optics
Johnny Carline

In last month’s edition of the
Metchosin Muse, we published
a letter from Rachel French de
Mejia under the heading “Telus
Leaves 90-year-old vulnerable.”
The main thrust of the letter was
that Telus was forcing the conversion from copper-wired land line
service to fibre optic cable and
that, in a power outage, fibre
optic cables don’t work, while the
copper-wired service does. In an
emergency, she argued, seniors
would be vulnerable as they
would be left dependent on cell
phones which require recharging
(not possible in a power outage)
and are subject to Metchosin’s
less-than-reliable cell service.
After considerable discussion,
Telus agreed to allow Rachel’s
family to continue with the
copper-wired service.
After the paper was published,
we received a communication
from another reader informing
us that her family had fibre optic
installed and it had worked just

fine in a recent power outage. As
this directly conflicted with the
information in the letter we had
published, the Muse contacted
Telus, to seek clarification.
The Telus spokesperson made
the following points. Fibre optic
service is being installed because
it gives better service with fewer
breakdowns. The conversion is
mandatory for all Telus customers, though those who had not
yet converted would still receive
maintenance service if required.
In the event of a power outage, telephone usage was still
possible for a period of time,
while the battery back up lasted
– typically four hours, depending on usage. In such an event,
customers were advised to use
their phones only for necessary
communication, to preserve battery power as long as possible.
After the battery power has gone,
fibre optic cable service would
not work in a power outage.
What may have occurred,
therefore, is that our second correspondent may have used her
phones while the battery power

was still effective. The basic point
made in Rachel French de Mejia’s
letter, however, appears to be correct. Whereas copper-wired land
service seemed to survive power
outages, fibre optic service, after a
matter of hours, will not.
So, is there an option to decline fibre optic service and stay
with the copper-wired service?
The Telus spokesman was pretty
insistent in his comments to the
Muse that not only would the
conversion to fibre optics reduce
breakdown problems, it was
mandatory. There was no choice.
Rachel French de Mejia, however,
can produce a letter from Telus
agreeing to her family continuing with copper-wired service. It
seems that Rachel may have been
even more insistent than Telus.
The Muse is in no position
to advise its readers on which
is the better service. As Rachel’s
letter points out, internet and TV
service may well be upgraded
with fibre optic service. But if the
conversion to fibre optics is of
concern to you, a vigorous discussion with Telus may be in order.

The Many Faces of
Conservation in
Metchosin
Valerie Jaeger

Firmly believing that healthy lands
and healthy waters are the best
foundation for a healthy community, the Metchosin Foundation undertakes and supports initiatives to
improve environmental protection,
stewardship and education. Like
many other Canadian conservation
groups, the Metchosin Foundation
(MF) aims to accomplish this by
engaging in and supporting initiatives both large and small.
There are currently some
interesting similarities in the
activities of national organizations
such as The Nature Conservancy
of Canada, the David Suzuki
Foundation and the MF. Such similarities are not random coincidence
but a recognition that true conservation can be as much about daily
acts of caring as it is about longterm ownership of land.
It was with great interest that
the MF came upon the recent
online Take the Small Acts of
Conservation Challenge from The
Nature Conservancy of Canada
act.natureconservancy.ca and
noted striking similarities to
several initiatives of the MF. This
fun and interactive challenge from
the Nature Conservancy of Canada
invites people to click on different
modules such as Be for the Birds,
Power to the Pollinators, Meet your
Nature Neighbours, Follow the Flow
and Walking with Water to name a
few. Fascinating facts and practical
suggestions for individual and collective local action are revealed.
The MF, in partnership with the
Metchosin ArtPod and the Rocky
Point Bird Observatory, successfully launched and sold out the
first edition of Southwestern BC
Art Bird Cards in 2020. After last
year’s success, the Rocky Point Bird
Observatory has commissioned a
whole new set of cards which will
be available for purchase soon. The
beautiful cards not only accurately
identify the birds but inspire those
who see them to want to do more –
to be there for the birds.
The MF also believes in the
power of the pollinators. For the

Our restaurant
operations are closed
at this time; we truly
thank our wonderful
community for the
incredible support
over the years!

Pizza

N

3:00–7:00 pm

R

Friday & Saturday
Pickup only
See our website for menu

GLENROSA
FARM

5447 Rocky Point Road
UPCOMING EVENTS
Metchosin
May 2: Open Mic Music Night
May 12: Mother’s Day
250-478-6186
May 16: Pub Quiz

Open Thurs thru Sun
www.glenrosafarm.com
10am – 4pm & Special Events
Check our website for information

www.glenrosafarm.com

Pride in one’s school has taken on a deeper meaning. Photo by John Carr

A School Year Like No Other
By Jon Carr

What a school year it has been.
From mask-wearing, to one-way
hallways, a school-wide mural
art project, enhancing our school
forest, and the announcement of
a new building envelope and roof
project, this year has been like no
other. The many efforts have paid
off and, despite shifts in the operation of the school, it has been a
successful school year.
The news of the mass grave
at the BC Residential School in
Kamloops hit us hard in June.
Many of our community members
and children have worn orange as
a sign of support and solidarity.
Our flag has been flown at halfmast in honour of the victims and
their families. We are so grateful
to work with Nat’sa’maht, the
Indigenous Education department

Nat’sa’maht Bulletin Board

who collaborated with our local
nations and their Elders to determine how we can show support
during this time.
The month of June is also
“Pride Month”, a time to acknowledge the diversity of our school
community. The Grade 5 Pride
Leadership team led and organized activities such as rainbow
door decorating, positive message
posters, rainbow day and various
classroom activities. Our school
held a “Battle of the Books”
which is eight books centering
around the topics of family, loving
yourself, identity and pride of
culture. In June, students enjoyed
Fun Week, many walking trips to
Devonian Park and two capstone
events for Grade Fives: Camp
Thunderbird and a drive-through
leaving celebration.
An exciting announcement
was made by the provincial

government to approve the school
district’s request to replace Hans
Helgesen’s roof and building envelope. This upgrade, worth about 5
million dollars, will likely begin in
the summer through early 2022.
Parents and guardians have
pulled together throughout the
year to help their children along
on their educational journey.
As the worst of the pandemic is
hopefully coming to a close, we
continue to operate with a sense
of calm and collegiality, even
when we find ourselves existing
in chaos, and we find moments
of reflection and gratitude. Let us
continue to work together towards
common goals and be calm, be
kind and be safe.
We raise our hands with appreciation for the strength, resilience
and flexibility demonstrated by our
community this year. Hych’ke Siem!

Division 6 Pride door
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Hans Helgesen Elementary School
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Now offering

Neapolitan Style

past three years, the MF has been
funding the Metchosin Insect
Biomass Study. Most insects,
whether large or small, are pollinators. There are even non-flying
insects such as some ant species
which are the sole pollinators for
certain native plants.
Recently, MF directors have
been helping a representative of the
Butterflyway Project of the David
Suzuki Foundation davidsuzuki.
org/butterflyway to facilitate contact with local schools and youth
groups. According to the David
Suzuki Foundation website, “Since
2017, the Butterflyway Project
has been helping residents create
neighbourhood-scale corridors
for butterflies and bees. Each year
it recruits troops of volunteer
Butterflyway Rangers with the goal
of creating networks of citizen-led
pollinator corridors.” The response
has been positive and MF has
agreed to provide small grants to
participating groups in order to
support purchase of native plants
and seeds.
At its most recent monthly
board meeting, the MF directors
received a presentation on wild-life
corridors on Vancouver Island and
corridor connectivity in Metchosin
in particular. The importance
of corridors for certain wildlife
species and for preservation of
biodiversity cannot be overemphasized. This area of possible
involvement for the MF is just in its
early stages and we look forward to
receiving and responding to further
information.
The MF encourages residents
to support acts of local conservation, whether large or small. More
information on any of the projects
briefly described here can be found
on the websites of those foundations mentioned above.
More opportunities for local
involvement can be found on the
website of the Habitat Acquisition
Trust. For further information
about the activities of the MF, or to
support the Foundation, please go
to metchosinfoundation.ca
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Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405

8

Metchosin Muse • July/August 2021

July/August 2021 • Metchosin Muse

Metchosin Juniors
Make History!

14TH JUAN DE FUCA SCOUTS CANADA
METCHOSIN

9

Cricket Season Begins and Honours List again includes a
Metchosin Resident
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Venturer Report
Theresa Kew

The 14th Juan de Fuca Venturer
Company has been busy the past
few months, despite the COVID-19
pandemic. We have had many
general meetings to discuss and plan
activities, and we have participated
in many of the fun adventures that
we planned. One of the meetings
was at Devonian Park, where we
enjoyed the sun, explored the Garry

Beaver Report
Jarrett Teague

To experience a centennial, on June 6
the 14th Juan de Fuca Beavers went on
a great hike. They ventured northward
to ȽÁU,WELṈEW / John Dean Park.
They wandered up to the summit and
explored around the Coast Guard and
airport radar towers. They heard a
telling of the Great Flood legend, and
learned that ȽÁU,WELṈEW (pronounced clay-will-nook) means Place
of Refuge and Escape.
Next, they hiked down to John
Dean’s cabin site for a picnic. They saw
Dean’s well, the old fence line, and explored cross country through the forest.
The youth and parents loved the time.
Only a century ago, in 1918 and
1920, John Dean spent most days every

year at his cabin named ILLAHIE.
The public and friends visited, and
they loved the atmosphere. The cabin’s
location, Dean’s stories, the big trees,
vistas, and the essence of place stirred
visitors’ love for his property, which
surely, in turn, inspired John Dean. In
1918, John Dean promised the Sidney
Board of Trade a portion of his property for a reservoir. Through 1919
and 1921, John Dean worked with the
provincial government to create Dean
Park. Established on December 9, 1921,
the park has the distinction of being the
first donated provincial park. Today this
flagship park is expanded, protected,
well maintained, and remains a place of
connection.

oak meadow, then walked along
Taylor Beach. We also volunteered
at Camp Barnard, cleaning up some
of the camping places. Additionally,
we completed a canoe course there,
where we practiced rescues, and
some of the Venturers helped at a
day camp for the younger sections.
On another evening, we sorted some
bottles and the proceeds paid for
Wild Play, which was a fun morning
of obstacles through the trees.
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Photo: Tess brandishes her bouquet of broo
o by Alysha Becker
Phot
p.
Swam
advisors broom bash at Buckbrush

day learning archery, throwing axes,
Photo: The Cubs and Beavers had a great
. Here, a proud Beaver poses with
June
early
in
ard
Barn
and canoeing at Camp
Blackman
an
three arrows in the target. Photo by Dunc

Cub Report –

Austin’s Seeonee Project
Laura Ward, Cub Scouter

Austin has collected donations of seafood for the last few months for Wild
Arc, sorting through food from grocery
stores that his grandparents’ farm cannot
use and would have been wasted each
week . Today he dropped his second load
of seafood to Wild Arc. They were so appreciative and even gave him a calendar,
pin and magazine.
Austin’s goal is to continue sorting
and saving the seafood each week and

to make monthly drops at Wild Arc for
the summer. He has also made paracord
bracelets and dragonfly keychains that
he has for sale at his grandparents’ farm
stand, and he is donating half of all proceeds to help the animals at Wild Arc. So
far, he has raised $50.

Photo: Austin working on his
Seeonee project.
Photo by Laura Ward

My Seeonee Project
By Darwin Shannon

My name is Darwin Shannon and I
rd
am 10 years old and a 3 year Cub in
14th Juan de Fuca scouting group. I
have been in scouting for five years
and this September I will move up to
being a Scout. This year I have been
rd
working on a special project for 3
d.
Awar
year Cubs called the Seeonee
have
you
d
awar
To earn the Seeonee
to complete 10 outdoor achievement
badges and 15 community service

hours plus a personal service project.
For my service project I wanted to do
something for people who are struggling with money. I decided to make
Birthday Kits for people who use the
Goldstream Foodbank . I collected
cans and took them to the bottle
depot to raise money to buy the supplies. I calculated how much I needed
for each kit and was able to make 14
Birthday Celebration Kits with cake
making supplies and decorations. I
delivered these to the Goldstream
Food Bank on June 8.

The Mt. Tolmie captain, Thomas Woodcock(right), has won the toss, so cricket official Johnny Carline
asks him whether he wishes to bat first or bowl first. Westshore captain, Dylan Gardener (left), having
lost the toss, looks on. Photo by Nadene Carline
Johnny Carline

Record Saturday, June 5, 2021
as a historic day. Eleven local
youngsters, aged 10 to 15, from
Metchosin and neighbouring
municipalities, playing as the
Westshore Predators, faced off
against the Mt. Tolmie Ravens
on the freshly mown sward of
the Metchosin cricket ground.
As far as we know, this was the
very first representative youth
cricket match on Vancouver
Island. For eight years a group of
volunteers, led by Rick Gardner
of Metchosin, has worked hard
to develop youth cricket in the
Greater Victoria region. Now it
came to fruition as the first ball
of the first game of the first youth
cricket league on the island was
bowled. History was made!
The following day, the other
two teams in the league, the
Capital Kraken and the Sidney
Spitfires, took to the field at
Windsor Park and the first
round of league play went into
the books. Metchosin residents,
Gardner and Darren Buhr, led
the way in this endeavour, with
Metchosin Cricket Club members
playing prominent roles in developing and coaching the players of
the other teams. A dozen or more
Metchosin kids (boys and girls)
are registered with the Westshore
team while over 50 kids across
the region are signed up with the
league.
Cricket is a truly global game,
played by far more people than
play, say, baseball or basketball or
ice hockey. It teaches courage (it
uses a very hard ball), patience

and attention span (top level
games can last for days), understanding complexity (it would
take hours to properly explain the
game), respect for rules and authority (questioning the umpires’
decisions is an absolute no-no),
respect for opponents (a good
performance by an opponent is
always applauded) and just plain
decency and good sportsmanship.
The most important “playing condition” is that a match “be played
in the spirit of the game.”
Now over 50 kids are playing
this game in this region, where
they will doubtless learn some
of the lessons needed to become
good citizens. They could just as
easily have been looking forward
to growing paunches, donning
baggy pajamas and running
round a field in circles, with a
stick, pretending to play baseball
like Babe Ruth. What a narrow
escape! Thanks Rick!
For the record, in their allotted
time, Westshore scored 72 runs
for just one batsman dismissed,
then bowled well to dismiss five
Mt. Tolmie batsmen. However, to
their credit, Mt. Tolmie managed
to score 73 runs and so win the
game.
The Metchosin men’s team
(the Cougars) opened their season
with two cracking home wins
over the Islanders and the Incogs.
Could this be the season that our
team makes the playoffs? The first
home game this coming month is
on July 4 against United and the
next home game after that is on
July 31 against Oak Bay, followed
by Cowichan on August 7. After
another away game, the league
schedule ends with a visit from

the Colts on August 21. Play offs
begin on August 28 with the Final
on September 4. All games begin
at noon and typically last four or
five hours, sometimes longer, but
watching just half an hour or so
will give you a taste.
The mid-week team, the
Mackerels, plays a shorter, slightly
simpler version of the game.
With one win and one loss, so
far, the Mackerels play most of
their games on other grounds but
will be on home turf against the
Castaways on August 24, beginning at 6:00 pm.
On Tuesday evenings at 5:30
pm there is ‘drop-in’ cricket for
current or ‘retired’ adult players, adults who have limited or
no experience but want to learn,
and our up-and-coming junior
players. Pads, bats and helmets
are available, but if you have your
own, please bring them along.
There is currently no cost for this,
but insurance is recommended
and can be sourced very reasonably through the cricket association for only $26. So, there are
lots of opportunities to become
familiar with this world class
game right here in Metchosin.
Finally, on a personal note, I
was pleasantly surprised to learn
that I am to receive the John
Smithson Award for “outstanding
contribution to umpiring/scoring.” Fellow Metchosin resident
Darren Buhr also received this
award last year (see the Metchosin
Muse, September, 2020) and I
like to think this is reflective of
how much our little village cricket
club contributes to the region as
a whole.

the completion of his project.
Photo: Darwin bumping fists to celebrate
Photo by Chris Shannon/Akela

The Westshore Predators pose before their historic game. Back row, L-R: Jacob (wicket keeper), Suarev,
James, Rick (coach), Jackson, Imaan (vice captain), Dylan (Captain), Sam. Photo by Nadene Carline
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What does the Baha’i Faith say
about science and religion?

Metchosin ArtPod

“Religion without
science is superstition.
Science without
religion is
materialism.”

LATORIA
PHARMACY

Looking for personalized
Ask about
our foot care
care and advice?
nurse.
Transfer your prescriptions here.
115–611 Brookside Road
by the Red Barn Market
Phone 250-590-7012
Friday is ➭

Detail from The Gathering, by Heather Hamilton, is one of the more than 60 artworks submitted to
Fusion: Exploring Mixed Media. Artwork on display July 2 to August 29.

Hedging &
Special Orders
Winter Hours • Open by appointment
Call 250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca
Regular hours resumed in Feb or March depending on the weather

The Grateful Pooch

Full grooms
Bath and Brush
Nail trims
www.thegratefulpooch.ca

250 508 1777

New Shows and More at the
ArtPod Gallery
Elaine Hughes

July at the ArtPod gallery will kick
off with a brand new exhibition of
mixed media art entitled Fusion:
Exploring Mixed Media. Running
from Friday, July 2 to August 29,
2021, the show includes a diversity of work that incorporates
more than one medium – cold
wax, encaustic (i.e. hot wax), collage, photographs, found objects,
image transfer, monotypes, 2D
and 3D. Come see what artists
can do when there are limitless
possibilities!
ArtPod will now be open Fridays
to Sundays from 11:00 am to 4:00
pm. Admission is free. There is also
a virtual Zoom opening planned
for Friday July 2, at 7:00 pm. Please
check our website or Facebook
page for the meeting link.
Our feature artist for the
Fusion show is cold wax artist Patt
Scrivener, and you can get a taste
of her work by checking out her
website at pattscrivener.com.

LIGHTHOUSE
Painting
Clean
Reliable
& Local

Interior & Exterior
20 Years Experience
WCB Insured • Free Estimates

1-250-509-0439 | shwnbrwn@icloud.com

W

EST

SHOR

E

TABLE TENNIS

KIDS CLASSES
AGE 7-16 YEARS

$50/MONTH
4 X 75 MINUTE
SESSIONS

EMAIL: SADAVID@SHAW.CA TEXT: 250-661-7471

Patt is also doing a two day
mixed media workshop on July
24 and 25, where students will
learn the basics of abstract painting with oil paints and cold wax
medium first, and then push the
boundaries further by introducing other media to the mix. This
indoor workshop of discovery
will be held in the upstairs studio
space in the MACCA building.
It has filled up fast but there are
some additional spots available
now that COVID capacities for
indoor events have been increased. Contact Diana Smith at
dsmith2006@shaw.ca to register.
At the end of summer, yet
another new show is in the works.
This offering will feature the work
of our very own ArtPod artists!
Entitled Connected, the member
show will run from September 4–
October 31, with each of our members filling a section of the gallery
with their individual projects. Not
familiar with our members and
their work? Check out the artists

MY-CHO

SEN

250-474-2333

Café

Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere
and our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!
Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays

EN
MY-CHOS

PIZZA

Pickup after noon,
delivery after 4pm
250-474-5576

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads

section of our website at
metchosinartpod.ca. We are also
very pleased to announce that we
have just welcomed a new member
to our ranks – Nancy Letkeman.
We also plan to have a collaborative work in progress
throughout the Connected show,
so you will be able to come in and
see us at work. Again, there may
be more changes to the COVID
rules by then so we are waiting
to see whether we will be able to
have some type of opening gala,
workshops or other live events.
For updates check our Facebook
page, or sign up for our monthly
newsletter from the bottom of our
website metchosinartpod.ca
For now, our Monday portrait
group is still active online but our
Friday Paint-In is set to resume
July 9 and will continue on the
second and fourth Fridays of each
month. If you are interested in
attending please email
linda.simrose@shaw.ca.

Cosmic
Ray
Comics
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Metchosin
Community
House  

HOUSE
HAPPENINGS
The Metchosin Community Association hopes to welcome
program participants and private renters back to the House after
July 1, when Stage 3 Provincial Health Orders are announced.
Please visit our website for updates. The MCA office will reopen
on August 3 and we are pleased to welcome back Heather Gargus
who will be in the office four days each week. Until then, please
email or phone us as messages are checked regularly.  
The Metchosin Community Association AGM is scheduled for
July 24th.
The bees in the trees. Photo by Joannie Challenge

About to be evicted by an armed man!
Photo by Joannie Challenge

Ongoing Programs:

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program:
9:00 am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile program coordinator
Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440.

Metchosin Community House  
4430 Happy Valley Road Info: 250-478-5155 Email: mcahouse@telus.net

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Working
for our
community
Terence has provided a new home. 		

Photos by Linda Spiller

Terence to the Rescue!
Joannie Challenger

One sunny afternoon my husband, Jim, and I
noticed that there seemed to be a lot of bugs flying
about, but didn’t really think much about it. It was
later in the day when a friend reported seeing a wasp
nest at the end of our driveway that we went to investigate. We found that the ‘wasp nest’ was actually

The Metchosin Invasive Species
Cooperative (MISC) has been
making great inroads on addressing invasive plant infestations in
Metchosin.
We have a relationship with
Don Hare of the Coastal Invasive
Species Committee (CISC) –
who is working with the Invasive
Species Council of BC (ISBC),
on a BC government initiative
to invest twelve million dollars
to assist with the detection and
removal of invasive species. This
enabled us to take advantage of
having a three-person professional crew work in our local
District of Metchosin parks for
three days, assisted by our own
experienced volunteers. Jasmine
Bala and CHEK TV were on
site at Blinkhorn Lake Park on
Thursday, May 20, documenting
the crews in action.
https://bit.ly/3wZ5saP/
The park boundaries had been
identified and the major offenders

MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

a swarm of honey bees in a cedar tree – probably the
bugs that we had seen earlier!
This being Metchosin, we happened to know
a couple of local beekeepers and quickly phoned
Terence Liow, who arrived to collect the swarm.
He assured us that they are generally quite docile
but, just in case, he came prepared! The swarm was
transferred to a new home ... apparently, they follow
MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd
their queen everywhere.

MISC Prevails While
Invasives Quail
Kathy Atherton

Hon. Mitzi Dean

flagged with tape. The CISC crew
all had their herbicide applicators’
licenses, and undertook treating
the cut stumps of the larger holly
trees and the European Ash with
Garlon and Carbopaste to prevent
them re-sprouting. The volunteers
did the grunt work of cutting
down the trees just prior to herbicide application. Anyone with a
herbicide applicator’s license who
is interested in helping with spot
treatments should please contact
MISC at the email listed below.
Core volunteers had already
spent many hours pulling the
smaller holly plants by hand
and with Puller Bears. Crews of
supervised work-release prisoners from the William Head
Institution also helped. As a
result, what had seemed like
an impossible task, eradicating
holly in all District of Metchosin
parks and trails, has begun to
feel like an achievable aim, all at
no cost to Metchosin taxpayers.
These successes in District
parks, have led to permission from the CRD for MISC

to remove holly in Matheson
Lake and Roche Cove Parks. We
hope to eventually tackle Witty’s
Lagoon Park which is inundated
by holly, daphne, ivy and other
species.
This work makes you realize
that invasives are aggressively taking over everywhere, spoiling the
serene enjoyment of nature. The
app called Report-A-Weed
www.reportaweedbc.ca can help
you document where and when
you find invasives.
Yet another grant from the
Habitat Conservation Trust
Foundation this year enabled us
to purchase more Puller Bears of
various sizes (from Pappa Grizzly
Bear to Cub sized) heavy duty
loppers, and more protective
eye wear. If you are interested in
joining our work/play parties we
welcome volunteers in all shapes
and sizes. This equipment can be
borrowed by contacting MISC at
metchosininvasives@gmail.com.

1

2018-04-12 2:26 PM

Making a difference with
Responsible Investing
Responsible Investing the "SRI Perspective"
Environmental, Social and Governance policies
support Global Energy Transition, Sustainable Food
Production and Ethical Business Culture.

Learn More

Keith Haigh
Financial Advisor
2244 Sooke Rd, Unit 110,
V9B 1X1
250.391.1655
keith.haigh@edwardjones.com

We

♥cals

Lo

Talk to the Muse !
MetchosinMuse@gmail.com
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Crow Anting

Tony Austin
The photograph which brought global recognition to
photographer Tony Austin. As yet, no-one has identified the crow.
One recent Sunday I was out
Photo by Tony Austin looking for birds to photograph

at Swan Lake. I had spent three
hours walking around the lake
and found very little to shoot. I
decided to head home and, as I
walked back to my car, I noticed
a murder (flock) of crows in the
distance. As I continued on my
way, they took flight and landed
40 feet or so behind me on the
gravel path. I thought, “well this
is better than nothing,” and I lay
down on the path and started
shooting.
One bird amongst the others
stood out. It appeared to be taking
a dirt or dust bath on the gravel,
which is not an unusual behaviour in birds; but this seemed different because it was more frantic.
The crow had its wings splayed
out, it was shaking its head and
it would leap into the air, land in
the tall grass beside the path, then
leap back. It was very curious and
I thought maybe the bird was in
distress. However, none of the
other crows seemed concerned.
They all eventually took flight and
I headed home.
It was only when I started
editing the photos and cropped

in tighter, that I noticed the oddly
behaving crow was covered in
ants! This confirmed for me that
he had been in some kind of mild
distress. I posted the image on a
Facebook group called Picture
Perfect Vancouver Island and
within a few minutes there were
many comments and likes. Most
people felt upset for the bird but
a couple of knowledgeable birders
said that what I had witnessed
was anting, which is a behaviour
common to many birds but rarely
witnessed or photographed.
There are two types of anting,
one is active anting where a bird
will hold a single ant in its beak
and rub the ant over its wing and
tail feathers. The other is passive
anting, rarely seen, where the bird
lands on an ant nest and allows
the ants to crawl over it.
The first recorded observation
of anting was by James Audubon,
in 1831, when he witnessed wild
turkeys wallowing on ant hills.
Why birds do this is not exactly
known as neither the birds or the
ants are talking! From what I’ve
read, there are several theories
regarding anting. One is that the
bird upsets the ant hill by landing
on it, the ants crawl onto the bird
and in a defence mechanism, the
ants release a formic acid onto the

bird’s feathers and tail; the acid
then acts as a pesticide and kills
lice and feather mites on the bird.
Another theory is the bird
grabs the ant and rubs it on its
feathers to release the ants’ formic
acid. This rids the ant of the
unappetizing acid, making the ant
more palatable for the bird to eat.
Yet another theory suggests that
it’s a form of stimulation that has
no biological purpose other than
the bird seems to enjoy it, and it
becomes an enjoyable habit. Take
a look at the bird’s face!
One last possibility is that the
ants crawling on the bird helps
them moult which stimulates
the growth in the largest feathers
and tail.
To my surprise the photo was
picked up by CBC Vancouver,
who did an article which went viral. The NPR, CTV, CBS, Yahoo,
GEO France, PetaPixel and the
Smithsonian all contacted me and
did articles on the photo. I was
even interviewed by Carol Off on
CBC’s flagship radio show As It
Happens. It’s been a whirlwind of
attention from what appeared to
be a slow day out shooting.
My wife had asked me when I
returned home that day, “Did you
get any good shots?” I replied,
“Nothing much!”

250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.
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Tony Austin: “That One Shot”
Barb Sawatsky

Tony Austin was 10 years old when he
acquired his first camera, a 126 Kodak
Instamatic that he used to take pictures of
family and friends where he was growing up in England. After graduating from
school, he immigrated to Vancouver in
1967 and found work as a letter carrier for
Canada Post. His interest in Metchosin
was piqued by a CBC radio program

called Country Life, written and narrated
by Tom Henry, which portrayed stories
and musings on the people and events in
the small, rural community of Metchosin.
In 1995 Tony asked Canada Post for
a transfer to the Island and, much faster
than he and his wife, Joy, had anticipated, his request was granted. His love
of photography had grown over the years
and after retirement in 2018 he was able
to devote more time to his art. After
COVID-19 struck he explored the trails

in Metchosin and beyond to photograph
birds and animals.
Tony believes that every photographer
is hoping “for that one shot; the shot
where you know you’ve got it.” He is now
receiving recognition and exposure for
his crow anting photograph taken on a
photo shoot where he initially thought,
ironically as it turned out, that he “didn’t
get much.” It is worth taking a look at his
website: tonyaustinphotography.com.

A pensive Tony Austin with Sparky, a cat happily not bothered by ants. Photo by Joy Austin

Calver Webb:
A Tribute
Cal Webb died on May, 5,
2021. Chris van de Water,
school friend and best
man at Cal and Diane’s
wedding and one of
Cal’s closest friends in
Metchosin, longtime
residents Doug Ruth
and Ray Creasser
who have known Cal
for many years, and
Andrew Spray who has
known Cal since 1975,
prepared this tribute to him.
Chris’s recollections of Cal
begin with Grade 12 at Belmont in
about 1966 when Cal was driving to school in a white, 1959
Jaguar. Cal went to university after
high school for a few weeks and
then headed off to Thompson,
Manitoba, to work in the mining industry. He went to Expo
‘67 in Montreal, bought a car
and returned to Metchosin. In
1969, Chris and Cal built a race
car for stock car races at Western
Speedway. Chris was the driver
and Cal the pit crew. That ended
in 1973. By then Cal had joined
the Greater Victoria Water District
(GVWD), working for them until
retirement in 2014. At the GVWD
he achieved the position of Roads
Foreman, he was involved with
building the Leech River tunnel
for diverting water to the Sooke
Lake Reservoir, and he spent a year
installing water lines on Rocky
Point Road in Metchosin. He used
his access to the extensive domain
of the GVWD to pursue his interest
in gold panning.
Cal and Diane were married
in St. Mary the Virgin Anglican
church in 1972. Their first house
was in Colwood. Cal took a carpentry apprenticeship working
with Fowler construction. He soon
built the house in Metchosin where
they were to live for the rest of Cal’s
life. Cal was a devoted husband
to Diane and a dedicated father to
their children, Owen and Christine.
Chris remembers Cal as an honest,
hardworking man who followed
through on everything he started.
Chris and Cal were great
friends who enjoyed having a
drink together, often at the home
of the Bickerdikes. One evening
in Victoria they ended up at the
well-known flagpole in Beacon Hill
Park. Apparently, Cal managed to
free up the rope on the flagpole
and attached a pair of his shorts
to it and raised them to the top of
the flagpole; then they went to the
Ogden Point breakwater to observe
what had been achieved.
Cal was very involved with
the St. Mary the Virgin Anglican

Church and cemetery and
their maintenance. When
the church was lifted
on to a new foundation in 1976, Cal was
hard at work, digging
a drainage tunnel
under the church.
About then he also
took over matters
relating to burials and
interment of ashes in
the cemetery. Cal continued in this role until June,
2020. He drew a detailed map of
the cemetery including names of all
the people buried there. The map
is posted in the entryway to the
old church. When Cal passed the
records on to Andrew in July 2020,
Andrew was hugely impressed with
the completeness and accuracy of
his records for the approximately
700 people whose remains are in
the cemetery. Cal’s role in looking
after the final resting place treated
all with dignity. Cal’s contributions
identify him as a very important
person in Metchosin history. Plans
are afoot for a special plaque
honoring all Cal has done for the
community to be placed in either
the cemetery grounds or inside the
church of St. Mary the Virgin.
Doug and Ray were well aware
of all Cal had done for the old
church and cemetery and also his
key role in the building of the new
church. At a celebration for the
completion of the new church, a
poem was prepared by Andrew
honoring the contributions of the
many volunteers who had worked
on the huge project.
For Cal it read:
The water district had a man
Whose talent knew no bounds,
He’d work with wood,
he’d work with steel
He’d even move the grounds.
Through countless days
he’d toiled here
And hours after dark
In every corner of this site
Cal Webb has made his mark.
Cal deeply appreciated
Metchosin: you would find him
fishing off of Beechey Head, hiking
on Taylor Beach, or working to preserve the Bilston Creek Watershed.
Cal’s final year was a very painful
one, as it was for his family. Cal
passed away on May 5, 2021 from
MSA (Multiple Systems Atrophy).
Diane, Christine and Owen were
able to share memories with Cal in
his final days.

Advice to an
Invading Wall
Lizard
Johnny Carline

Lizard, lizard on the wall,
Who’s the fairest of them all?
It’s not you, and that’s for sure.
Around these parts you’ve no allure.

Hi! I’m a Wall Lizard.
Photo by Barb Sawatsky;

It’s not that you’re such an ugly brute.
Some might even find you cute.
But, at risk of being a tad parochial,
Your big problem is, you’re just not local.
Coming from Colwood would be bad enough,
But the case against you is really rough.
Were you indigenous, it’d be a different story;
You might still get squished, but we’d say we’re sorry!
If only you’d arrived by accident
We might not treat you with such contempt;
A seed on the wind, or in some seagull’s poo,
But not a beastie, escaped from a zoo!

I may be invasive but some people would
still say that I’m pretty cute.
Photo by Johnny Carline

Your search for freedom we will not assist.
You’re an ‘invasive’, for us that’s a terrorist.
No welcome here, no joy, no rapture;
We all are urged to seek your capture.
So, beware that gardener, he looks a nice chap;
But he wants to lure you into a sticky trap.
On your feet you’ll need adhesive tape
Or from that bucket, you won’t escape.
Stop strutting your stuff, it’s most unwise,
Your hope for survival lies in disguise;
And, though the Muse is all for truth and candour,
Our advice to you is: say you’re a salamander!

But this guy – he’s invasive and just plain
scary! Photo by Nadene Carline

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

250-889-6161
or

since 1980

Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

250-642-4044

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship
and Education
in our

Community
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Registered charity
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METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
“Sustaining arts and contemporary culture
where most of us experience it.”
1407-4495 Happy Valley Road • 250.478.5150 • info@metchosinseniors.ca • www.metchosinseniors.ca

July and August Calendar of Events
WEDNESDAY TEA
Teatime is back! We are in the process of
resuming Wednesday afternoon teas, in
person, outside at the SRC courtyard. Stay
tuned for details in our monthly newsletter which is emailed or mailed to our
membership.

resiliency of your property and home.
We’ll hear from the Metchosin FireSmart
Program about fire resistive plants,
invasive and native plants and tips and
techniques for healthy tree maintenance.
STUDIOS@MACC – highlights – find the full stories on our website!

FEATURE

TRIVIA
THURSDAY, JULY 8 AND AUGUST 5 |
2–3:00 PM ON ZOOM
Quiz master Andrew Spray will test our
knowledge of Metchosin, the island and
beyond. Do you know which road had a
ferry dock for Victoria that lasted only one
winter? Or the first mayor of the District
of Metchosin when it was incorporated
in the mid-1980s? There will be prizes,
socializing, and some interesting (and
surprising) facts about our history.
METCHOSIN
FIRESMART:
LEARN HOW TO
PROTECT YOUR
HOME FROM
WILDFIRE
THURSDAY,
JULY 15 | 1–2:00
PM ON ZOOM
How FireSmart is
your home? With
rising global temperatures and the
risks of wildfire
increasing, some of the worst wildfire incidents in Canadian history have occurred
in the past 20 years. Metchosin has large
intermix areas with both residences and
forest, adding to its beauty, but also its
susceptibility to wildfire.
We’ll hear from the Metchosin FireSmart
Program about free home assessments,
the local Rebate and Chipping Programs,
resources and what you can do to protect
your home and families from wildfire.
FIRESMART LANDSCAPING
THURSDAY, AUG 26 | 1–2:00 PM ON
ZOOM
By making some strategic choices in
your yard, you can increase the wildfire

HEALTH PROGRAMS FOR HEALTH
CONDITIONS
TUESDAY, JULY 27 AND AUGUST 10 |
2–3:00 PM ON ZOOM
Self-Management BC offers a host of free
health programs for adults living with
health conditions. It includes techniques
for action-planning, decision-making and
problem-solving; dealing with fatigue,
pain and communication; exercises for
strength and flexibility; healthy eating;
making informed treatment decisions;
toolkits for living with chronic conditions,
chronic pain and diabetes; a health coach
program; and a variety of workshops.
Leah Otsig of the Institute on Aging &
Lifelong Health at UVic will give us the
basics on July 27 and talk about specific
health programs on August 10.
HOW TO JOIN OUR EVENTS
Phone toll free at 1-778-907-2071
Video at meeting ID 669 825 0658
No registration is necessary. If you miss
an event, you can watch the videos on our
YouTube Channel - Metchosin Seniors.
These zoom events are made possible
through a United Way Active Aging grant.
Need Help to Get Connected? If you
would like assistance to phone in to an
event or to join via Zoom, contact the
SRC and we will arrange for a volunteer to
help you get connected. Our website has
step-by-step guides to phone in and to use
Zoom, too.
IDEAS OR SUGGESTIONS?
What future events would interest you?
Is there a group or person you’d like to
nominate to host an activity? Email or
phone the centre with your suggestions.

The Seniors’ Resource Centre is operated by the Metchosin Seniors’ Association.
The Centre is open Monday through Thursday from 12:00 to 4:00 pm. Staff, board members and volunteers are here to assist seniors and their families with support, resources and
Better at Home services.
New at the centre are free phone-based and video-based events for you to take part in safely
from the comfort of your home!

Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC) www.metchosinseniors.ca

A Happy
Anniversary
Long time and much
loved Muse volunteer
Dauna Neveaux and
her husband Fred
celebrate their 65th
wedding anniversary
on August 4.
The expression on
Dauna’s face gives a
clue as to why.
Photo by
Barb Sawatsky

Alicia Corsiglia
We invite you to experience this breathtaking portrait of the pandemic through the eyes of an artist intimately connected to our local waters and all of their magic.
Painter and photographer Alicia Corsiglia has been swimming in the Salish Sea all of her life, but it was only
after lockdown began that she started documenting her daily adventures snorkeling along the shorelines
between Sooke and Ogden Point capturing pictures with an underwater camera. A lifelong artist with a
special interest in local biodiversity, Alicia’s striking photographs capture both the preciousness of our coastal habitats and the beauty of their intertidal marine environments.
The “Ocean Medicine” photo exhibition will be on display at the POV Hallway Gallery during July, 11-4 on
weekends or by appointment.

STUDIO DIRECTORY
DIY Community Art Studio
Room #2001: Do It Yourself affordable daily or weekly art studio rental for your next project. Less
stringent COVID restrictions allow for group workshops and meetings. Drop us a line or come by on
Wednesdays if you would like to see the space. Reasonable fee structure is charged per day or per
week. info@metchosinartcentre.ca
Art Lab
Room #2007: Laura and Blair continue to facilitate mentorship and residency projects for a number of
artists in and around Metchosin while preparing for a summer season of collaborative installations and
performances. Three free exhibitions in July include: Field Notes by Liam O’Sullivan at The Lab second floor
hallway gallery the MACC, Ocean Medicine by Alicia Corsiglia at the POV Hallway Gallery, main floor, and
Seclusion & Spectacle, an online collaborative exhibition available at seclusionandspectacle.com.
MACCA Office
Room #1036: Regular office hours are Wednesdays 10:00 am – 1:30 pm. News flash - a $5,000.00 CRD Arts
Equity Grant has been awarded through MACCA to studio member, Laura Gildner and fellow artist Megan
Dickie, to support a contemporary arts publication entitled “Wrought Journal”. More details to come. As
we go to press, plans are taking shape for an initiative to intentionally acknowledge the recent Kamloops
residential school sorrow. www.metchosinartcentre.com.
Shift-It-Studio
Room #1034: Christina Merkley wraps this season of SHIFT-IT School and refreshes for fall. Free Process
Popup and Free Recorded Visual Coaching Sessions continue over the summer. Helping folks locally and
internationally emotionally process current events and divisions: pandemic, vaccines, lockdown economics,
racism, burnout, etc. www.shift-it-coach.com.
Exhibition Spaces at the MACC:
POV Hallway Gallery: “Ocean Medicine” by Alicia Corsiglia features breathtaking underwater photography taken off
the shores of the Salish Sea throughout the pandemic. Main floor of the MACC, open weekends 11:00 am–4:00 pm.
The LAB Hallway Gallery: “Field Notes”, by multidisciplinary artist, Liam O’Sullivan, features rich, layered,
and expressive large-scale paintings, writings, and sound art installations inspired by various locations here
in Metchosin. Second floor, open weekends 11:00 am–4:00 pm.
Shiloh Music
Room #1033: With COVID restrictions lifting, Josh Mansfield is planning to offer some live music events this
summer as he continues to support so many of our local musicians during these times of isolation in the
performing arts. Shiloh Music Studio offers access to a sound booth, audio recording, expert guitar repair
and lessons, plus multi-camera Zoom lessons and live streaming. www.shilohmusic.com
Huber Studio – The Written Word and Functional Art
Room #1028: This month at Huber Studio Charla and Soleil are busy delving into written work through storytelling and poetry. They continue working on some functional art that includes homemade bath products,
beaded flowers and leather work inspired by Inuit art and sculpture. Watch for an outdoor display of Soleil’s
products and demonstrations near the stairs at the Art Centre on summer weekends. www.charlahuber.com
Metchosin ArtPod
Room #1031: This is a collective of local area artists Alison Taylor, Courtney Standing, David Westelmajer,
Desiree Bond, Diana Farrell, Diana Smith, Elaine Hughes, Frank Mitchell, Linda Simrose, Melanie
Dawson-Hughes, Memet Burnett, and Nancy Letkeman - whose goal is to engage the community in art
through exhibitions, workshops, classes, and events. ArtPod has a new show and artwork every two months.
See Muse articles for the latest happenings. www.metchosinartpod.ca
Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC)
Room #1047: Operated by the Metchosin Seniors’ Association. Open Monday -Thursday from 12:00–4:00 pm to assist
seniors and their families.”New” free phone-based and video-based events for you to take part in safely from the comfort of your home. In-person Wednesday teas will be resuming soon! Calendar of events is at metchosinseniors.ca.
Victoria College of Art
Room #1030: College classes continue to be on-line. www.vca.com

Follow us on Facebook today @MetchosinArts
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
4495 Happy Valley Road – info@metchosinartcentre.ca
metchosinartcentre.ca
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RCMP Call-Outs –

MAY 11 – JUNE 11, 2021

Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore
May 11

May 13

May 14

May 15

May 17

May 18

May 19
May 20

May 21

Sooke Road
– Complaint of erratic
driver, vehicle not located.
Witty’s Beach
– Suspicious person on the
beach, patrols failed to locate.
Rocky Point Road
– Assistance provided to
Coroner’s Service regarding a sudden death.
Sooke Road
– Erratic driver, registered
owner later given verbal
warning.
Glen Forest Way
– Abandoned vehicle later
moved by owner.
Sooke Road
– Domestic dispute, no
assault, one person left
residence for night.
Albert Head Road
– Disturbance, youths
given verbal warning and
departed area.
Sooke Road
– Vehicle observed with
child in vehicle with no
seat belt, verbal warning.
Weir’s Beach
– Missing person in
kayak, later located with
possibly hypothermia.
William Head Road
– Theft report. Gas
containers stolen from
residence.
Glen Forest Way area
– Person reporting a
threat, reported for information purposes.
William Head Road
– Check welfare, one
person taken to hospital
for assessment.
Metchosin Road
– Report of insecure premise, found to be secure.
Kangaroo Road
– Complaint of speeding
motorcycles, ongoing
problem.
Metchosin Road
– Possible impaired
driver, patrols failed to
locate suspect vehicle.
Sooke Road
– Traffic hazard, horses
out on road late at night.
Rocky Point Road
– Mischief to property,
possible theft. Bottle bin
broken into at the school.
Happy Valley Road
– Erratic driver, vehicle
not initially located. Next
day vehicle was located
and found to have no
valid insurance. Vehicle
towed; driver served with
violation ticket.
Rocky Point Road
– Deer hit by a vehicle.
Albert Head Road
– Report of several youths
causing disturbance on
beach. Youths located
and given verbal warning
prior to leaving the area.
Sooke Road
– Collision involving vehicle and motorcycle, one
person taken to hospital.
Rocky Point Road
– Assistance provided to
Ambulance Service on a
check on the well-being of a
person. Person was located
and taken to hospital.
East Sooke Road
– Loud party with people
not following COVID
protocols. Owner of property given verbal warning.

May 22

May 23

May 24

May 25

May 26

May 27

May 28

May 29

Metchosin Road area
– Child custody dispute.
William Head Road
– Suspicious vehicle on
private property, vehicle
not located.
Witty’s Beach
– Complaints of a nude
male on beach, patrols
failed to locate person.
Rocky Point Road area
– Missing person, later
located.
Metchosin Road
– Complaints of speeding motorcycles,
ongoing problem, patrols
requested.
Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of speeding
motorcycles.
Metchosin Road area
– Child custody dispute,
assistance provided to
Ministry for Children/
Families.
William Head Road
– Suspicious vehicle on
private property, vehicle
not located.
Witty’s Beach
– Nude male on the
beach, patrols failed to
locate him.
Rocky Point Road
– Motorcycle accident,
driver taken to hospital in
critical condition, investigation continuing.
Matheson Lake
– Foot patrols conducted
for liquor infractions.
Sooke Road
– Traffic obstruction on
road.
Rocky Point Road
– Ongoing problems with
speeding motorcycles.
Sooke Road
– Bear hit by a vehicle,
found deceased at scene.
Sooke Road
– Erratic driver, vehicle
stopped in Langford,
driver found to be
intoxicated. Vehicle
impounded.
Metchosin Road
– Vehicle travelling in
a dangerous manner,
vehicle not located.
William Head Road
– Mischief to private
property, reported for
information.
Sooke Road
– Traffic hazard in construction zone.
Kangaroo Road
– Theft of bags of bottles
and cans from in front of
a residence.
William Head Road
– Ongoing problem with
speeding motorcycles.

Sooke Road
– Vehicle driven erratically, vehicle not located.
May 31 Sooke Road
– Vehicle driven erratically, patrols failed to
locate vehicle.
June 1 Metchosin area
– Complaint of possible
sexual interference, investigation continuing.
June 2 Albert Head Road
– Deer hit by a vehicle.
Sooke Road
– Break and enter to a
garage, bike stolen, no
suspects.
June 4 Glen Forest Way
– Vehicle being driven
erratically, doing donuts,
vehicle not located.
June 5 Happy Valley Road
– Single vehicle accident,
no injuries, damage to
vehicle.
Lindholm Road
– Single vehicle accident,
no injuries, significant
damage to vehicle.
Happy Valley Road
– Possible impaired
driver, vehicle located,
driver sober but given
violation ticket for no
drivers licence and verbal
warning for no valid
vehicle insurance.
William Head Road
– Request for patrols for
speeding vehicles, patrol
made and one driver
caught for excessive
speed, vehicle impounded
for seven days.
June 7 Matheson Lake
– Mischief to main gate
during the night, pin
damaged.
June 8 Sooke Road
– Erratic driver, vehicle
not located.
Sooke Road
– Assistance to ambulance
service, one person taken
to hospital.
Kangaroo Road
– Threats to a person,
landlord/tenant dispute.
June 9 Duke Road area
– Dispute between
neighbours.
Albert Head
– Noise complaint from
the beach area.
June 11 William Head Road
– Abandoned vehicle, not
located.
Sooke Road
– Report of civil dispute
between two people.
Kangaroo Road
– Check welfare of a
person, determined to be
all right.
Taylor Beach
– Noise complaint on the
beach. People given verbal
warning.
May 30

Fire Department
Call-Outs
MAY 2021

Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop
Check out the Metchosin Fire Department on Facebook
or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop

May 1

Rocky Point Road
– Alarm Bells
- Residential
No location specified

May 3
May 4
May 8

– Beach Fire
Rocky Point Road
– Open Burn
– General

May 19
May 21

No location specified

– Beach Fire
Duke Road
– Medical
Delgada Road
– Assistance – BCAS
Chapel Heights
Drive
– Medical
Sandgate Road
– Beach Fire
No location specified

– Beach Fire

May 22

No location specified

– Assistance
– General Public

No location specified

May 23

No location specified

May 9
May 11

May 14
May 15

– Beach Fire
William Head Road
– MVI
Idlemore Road
(Sooke)
– SFComm
Malloch Road
– Open burn
– General
William Head Road
– Brush/Grass
– Fire
Moss Hill Place
– Open Burn
– General
Sundance Drive
– Medical
No location specified

May 16

May 18

– Beach Fire
Weir’s Beach
– Rescue – Water/
Ice/Drowning
Rocky Point Road
– Fire – Misc. Fire
Glen Forest Way
– Medical
William Head Road
– Brush/Grass
– Fire
Albert Head Road
– Alarm Bells
– Commercial

Hi-Mount Drive
– Open burn
– General
West Coast Road
(Sooke)
– SFRes
Delgada Road
– Beach Fire
Duke Road
– Medical
Delgada Road
– Beach Fire
Sooke Road
– MVI

May 24

May 26
May 27

May 28

– Beach Fire
East Sooke
– Medical
Stillmeadow Road
– Medical
No location specified

– Assistance
– General Public
Rocky Point Road
– MVI
No location specified

– Beach Fire
Cliff Drive
- Assistance
– BCAS
Townsend Road
(Sooke)
– Open burn
– General
Tavane Road
– Medical

No location specified

– Medical
Glen Forest Way
– Medical

No location specified

May 29

– Beach Fire
Wootton Road
– Open burn
– General
Pedder Bay Drive
– Medical
Albert Head Road
– Assistance –
General Public

BCAS: British Columbia Ambulance Service
MVI: Motor Vehicle Incident
SFComm: Structure Fire – Commercial
SFRes: Structure Fire - Residential

Thank you to all essential
workers for your continued
efforts to keep others safe,
healthy, and fed during the
COVID-19 pandemic

MP Randall Garrison
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
250-405-6550
randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca
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Extreme Tennis
Metchosin Style
Rachel French de Mejia

I am an avid outdoors woman who sea
kayaks, hikes in the wilderness and back
country skis. I have faced high seas, bears
and avalanche risks, but I have to say, none
of these risks compare to the challenges of
playing tennis in Metchosin.
My over-town friend Julie and I have
been playing tennis on the court behind the old school house on numerous
Saturday mornings this spring. That Julie
has returned after our first adventure
is a testament to her courage given the
pristine courts which we are used to playing on in Saanich and Victoria. To say the
Metchosin courts are in challenging shape,
is an understatement.
Tennis in Metchosin requires unique
skills and equipment, and a very special
warm-up before one can actually hit tennis
balls.
Our equipment list: tennis racquet,
tennis balls, chalk, garden shears, garden
gloves, a broom, and weed killer (all-natural double vinegar and environmentally
approved dish soap).
Our warm-up: while one person
sweeps debris, lawn cuttings and small
rocks off the court with the broom, the
other takes the garden shears (wearing the
garden gloves) and lops off the blackberry
brambles encroaching on the court and

removes them from the area of play. This is
necessary: a) for safety of the players; and
b) to make it possible to find one’s tennis balls as they invariably end up in the
brambles. Next, each player takes a piece
of thick chalk and traces the lines required
to play a proper game on their side of the
court. Only once these tasks are completed
can play commence.
Once the game is over the warm-down
involves applying the vinegar mixture to
all the weeds growing in the lines within
the court boundaries in the hopes they
may be gone when we return next week.
Weeds are slippery and present their own
unique hazard to aging hips if one skids
on them. They also cause the ball to do
interesting things – no need to work on my
spins!
Ultimately, it is my hope that we can at
some point get these courts upgraded – for
multipurpose use – in a Field of Dreams
fashion, that if we build it they will come.
In the meantime, we still manage to
have a good time and hone our actual
tennis skills. We figure we can now play
anywhere having survived the extremes of
Metchosin tennis. Everest base camp with
tennis rackets, here we come.

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICE OFFERED
Getting Married Soon? Dale Morrison is your local Marriage Officiant available through All
Seasons Weddings. 250-642-0583 Check her credentials at: allseasonsweddings.com

The Community
Metal Bin

Dave Weston pointing out the bin sign. Photo by Barb Sawatsky
Barb Sawatsky

Two years ago, the MCA (Metchosin
Community Association) voted to leave the
metal bin in place as a free service to the
community. In the past, the bin would arrive
prior to the Mighty Metchosin Garage Sale
and leave after the clean-up. A benefit to
the MCA has been the trickle of incoming
revenue at a time when most programs have
been shut down. Granted, there has been
frustration when garbage or non-metal items
are left and money has to be spent carting it
to the dump, resulting in loss of revenue.
One of the benefits to all is the tax
money that it has saved because our Public
Works crew has spent less time cleaning up
dumped appliances and other metals from

roadsides and ditches. Without the help of
the Heavy Metal Dudes, Neil Koenders,
Mike Pretty, Mike Madill and Paul Clarke,
we wouldn’t continue to have this service;
so a huge thank you goes to this team of
volunteers for checking daily, loading, and
cleaning up problems.
Thanks also to Dave Wilmshurst and
the many other locals who take time to
load donations that have been deposited
beside and not in the bin. Also deserving a
mention is the friendly, efficient business
of Williams Metal who do their best to
promptly bring a new bin when contacted.
It is hoped that the metal bin will continue
to stay because, if used appropriately and
the posted rules are followed, it benefits us
all.

$10 per 25 words per edition. Deadline: 15th of each month.
Payment in advance preferably by e-transfer.
Contact Linda at amuselinda@gmail.com
or phone 250-590-0168.

A crow that dive-bombs is just being a protective parent.
Photo by Neil Merchant

Dive-bombing Crows
Tara Thom

Just minutes from the Westshore and most of Greater
Victoria, for the first-time ever, earson is welcoming 6 to
14-year-olds to activity-packed and educational outdoor
leadership camps every week in July and August!

There is a reason why crows sometimes
dive-bomb you as you walk by – they are
protecting their young! When their babies
are just beginning to learn to fly, they
spend up to a week on the ground before
their muscles are developed enough to fly.
During this time, parents will care for their
offspring on the ground and protect them
by dive-bombing any potential threats.
Please be sure to keep any pets away
from the young crows during this vulnerable time. Parent crows will stop divebombing as soon as their babies are able
to fly.

To protect yourself when crows divebomb, please try the following: keep
your distance and avoid travelling near
crow nesting sites, post friendly warning signs in high traffic areas, carry an
umbrella as a portable, visual barrier to
add some distance between you and the
concerned parents.
Nesting season should be over shortly.
However, if you see a young crow on the
ground which you feel may be vulnerable,
please contact the BC SPCA Call Centre
at 1-855-622-7722 for further assistance.
Thank you for helping us to properly
co-exist with wildlife.

