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That Was the Year That Was
2020 as the Muse Saw It, 

It’s Over, Let It Go!
Johnny Carline

(Part 1)
2020 started positively for the 
Muse in January as we reported 
on the generosity of its readership 
in contributing to the �nancial 
rescue of the paper and on the 
Muse team receiving the Gratitude 
of the Year Award from the Baha’i 
Community. Metchosin events 
and programs, such as the Pearson 
College Winter Concert, the pre-
school bottle drive, the Free Range 
Singers and the Rough Voice, the 
Scouts, the Metchosin Community 
Association (MCA) and the 
Seniors’ Resource Centre �lled the 
pages. It was life and the Muse as 
we had come to expect them.

In February, we were deep into 
the Metchosin groove. Alarm 
bells were sounded over Black 
Knapweed and the ominous news 
that a dog was suspected of attack-
ing a gull; but these were bal-
anced by the report that the 2019 
Mycoblitz found that Metchosin 
had had one of its best years for 
mushrooms in memory.

�e arrival of COVID-19 did 
not make the deadline for the 
March edition, which looked 
forward instead to the Mighty 
Metchosin Service Auction. �e 
need to banish broom, the con�ict 
between dogs and sheep, the 
opening of a new co�ee lounge for 
seniors and the celebration of the 
life of long-time resident Milton 
Carman helped �ll the pages.

In April, however, COVID-19 
transformed 2020, including the 
Muse. For the �rst time in years 
the front page of the April edi-
tion was not dedicated to some 
fun-poking, April Fool’s spoof. 
Despite some good news sto-
ries and attempts to raise some 
smiles, descriptions of required 

health protocols and the closure 
of Metchosin events made this the 
bleakest of April issues.

By May, other news reports 
seemed to focus almost exclu-
sively on the increasingly grim 
COVID-19 statistics. �e Muse 
took a di�erent tack and decided 
to do what it could to keep spirits 
up. Despite continuing �nancial 
challenges, the Muse splurged 
some of the money generously 
donated by readers to produce an 
edition with four coloured pages. 
It led with a story of how dona-
tions from Metchosinites, many 
responding to an appeal in the 
Muse, had helped fund a needed 
operation in Mexico for Jorge 
Toro, a man in his twenties, par-
tially paralysed by a brain infec-
tion. �is was a time to care for 
others, not feel sorry for ourselves.

�e June edition continued 
May’s approach. �e return of the 
Metchosin Farmers’ Market pro-
vided a lead story that perfectly re-
�ected the tone of “We’re all doing 
what we can to carry on together,” 
and an opportunity for a second 
colour edition with wonderfully 
bright and cheery photographs. 
Only the treasurer winced.

An interview with our inspira-
tional �re chief, Stephanie Dunlop, 
and articles on a drive-by parade 
at Hans Helgesen School, nine 
ducklings crossing a road and the 
role of donkeys in keeping sheep 
safe helped balance the impact of 
the news of the passing of commu-
nity stalwart Audrey Jenkins, and 
the cancellation of Metchosin Day.
Part 2 on page 16.

Councillor Epp introduces the Pearson College Choir, when we could still gather to enjoy it.  
Photo by Allen Jones

Austin Turner poses with Metchosin Fire Department crew, 
celebrating his successful Winter Warmie Drive.”  
Photo by Danny Martin 

Jorge Toro with his mother Nelsy Manco 
Photo by Edier Toro

Jennifer Burgis and Deirdre Chettleburgh perform the ceremonial cake cutting at the 
opening of the new Seniors Coffee Lounge.  Photo by Johnny Carline

(right) Trooper the Donkey alertly 
protecting the sheep. 

Photo by Valerie Jaeger

COVID brought about a different kind of 
note from the teacher at the Hans Helgesen 
drive past. Photo by Joannie Challenger
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Letters to the Editor
 
The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of not more than 200 words. Your letter may be 
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Letters to the editor express the views of the writer who is solely responsible for their content.

Christmas 
2020
Bev Bacon

While I stayed home
to save the nation,
I was shocked that others
Ignored the situation.
I saw the parking lots
full at the mall,
as if the pandemic
were nothing at all.
While my hair grows long,
and my teeth are neglected,
the lure of shopping
is something I’ve rejected.
If you thought you’d �nd something
under the tree,
a virus-free greeting
was your gi� from me.

Hans Helgesen Bottle Drive
Saturday, January 9, from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. 

�is bottle drive is raising funds to build a 
‘Gaga Ball Court’ for the outdoor play space at 
Hans Helgesen School.

A Gaga Ball court example.   
Stock photo

Sea Bluff Trail
In the December Muse the front-
page article regarding the Sea Blu� 
Trail closure caught my attention 
not because I was unaware of the 
closure but as an avid trail user I 
was interested in the purpose of 
the closure and reopening date. 
�e article was professionally 
written by Councilor Marie-Terese 
Little and covered much of the his-
tory of the trail from its inception 
and the unfolding of plans leading 
to the current state of the trail.

What started as a temporary 
four-week closure in one of the 
driest and hottest months on 
record has now extended to an 
estimated eight-month closure. 
�is closure has come as a great 
disappointment to a signi�cant 

number of Metchosin residents. 
Clearly the original plan failed as 
unforeseen circumstances from the 
vast amounts of wet clay deposited 
on top of the original trail needed 
time to dry, then the malfunction 
of the excavation equipment and at 
the end of the closure the fall rains 
�nally arrived creating more of a 
mucky mess. Sadly, the original 
trail has been signi�cantly altered.

Our trails are created in ac-
cordance with the Metchosin 
Trails Master Plan which sets the 
standard for trail designs includ-
ing trail dimension, barrier de-
scriptions, and aggregate options. 
�ese considerations are in place 
to protect the natural environ-
ment such as the forest �oor, root 

systems of trees, waterways or cur-
tailing excess water as is important 
in this section of the Sea Blu� 
Trail. I’m hopeful that once the 
trail is reopened it will �nally have 
an all-weather surface in place like 
many other Metchosin Trails to 
withstand the high volume of foot 
tra�c from visitors throughout 
the year.

I look forward to further bul-
letin updates on the progress and 
reopening of Sea Blu� Trail in 2021.

Shelly Donaldson

I don’t know about the rest of 
the population of Metchosin, but 
I am tired and burned out on 
COVID-19 isolation, and I am 
fairly sure I am not the only one. I 
have been at home and doing ‘all 
the trendy isolation trends’ like 
baking sourdough bread, making 
a new super-garden, cra�ing so 
much that I have mountains of 
knitted and crocheted items, tak-
ing many walks with dogs outside 
in the blasé weather, learning to 
mix fabulous new cocktails, brew-
ing beer and doing an abnormal 
amount of canning and preserving 
for a household of two. 

I get it. I can hardly complain 
as I am incredibly lucky to be 
able to have some work that I can 
do from my home. �ere isn’t a 
day that goes by that I don’t have 
gratitude for not having a job that 
considers me to be an essential 

worker. (�e truth of the matter 
is, I had one but I decided to quit 
based on medical advice.) Our 
essential workers are treasures 
beyond measure and we need 
to show our respect for them in 
many ways. Which brings me to 
the point of this letter.

I had to nip out to get some 
Christmas shopping done. I had a 
list, I checked it twice, I read up on 
when the best times were to shop, 
made a route, packed my hand 
sterilizer goop and masked up. I 
cannot lie and say I wasn’t anxious 
due to all the social media posts 
and videos showing anti-maskers 
shouting down essential workers, 
and of the protests against wearing 
masks that were in the news. In 
truth, I was very nervous because 
I wanted to get this done and 
balance it with doing it safely for 
myself and for others. 

Well, guess what readers? �e 
Westshore was lovely. Absolutely 
lovely. In every shop I went they 
were practicing limiting the number 
of shoppers, had sanitizer and usu-
ally a greeter, every single shopper 
was masked and respectful. People 
followed markings for direction 
or distance on �oors, apologized 
if they got a bit close and backed 
away. You could see smiles in eyes 
as you noticed extra-cute mask 
designs and gave a happy nod (the 
one with the dog-nose and mouth 
was my favourite). 

In the end, I cannot stress how 
absolutely relieved I was to see 
people understanding and work-
ing together. My shopping got 
completed, I le� for home tired 
but happy and my heart ten times 
lighter.

Leslie Eaton

Community Caring Counts

The Muse Is Still Here!
Johnny Carline

�e Google email system crashed on a global scale early in 
the week of December 14 and many emails sent during the 
period it was down did not arrive at their destination. 

Some people received noti�cations that the emails they 
had sent were not delivered because the address they had 
sent them to was not accessible or had changed. �is in-
cluded some sent to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. 

If you sent us an email during this period and received 
such a noti�cation, please be advised that there is no need 
to dispatch the carrier pigeons just yet. Although we did not 
receive your email, we are still here at the same email address 
and looking forward to your next communication.

ANNOUNCEMENT!
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COVID-19 Update – Municipal Operations and Council Meetings

�e District of Metchosin Hall continues to be closed to the public until further notice. Wherever pos-
sible, business functions and services will continue, by telephone, email, virtual meetings and by appoint-
ment (if absolutely necessary). If you have any questions, please contact the o�ce at 250-474-3167, or by 
email at info@metchosin.ca.

Thank You to All Committee Volunteers

Council would like to take this opportunity to thank you for volunteering your time over the past year as a 
committee member for the District of Metchosin. �ose like yourselves, who o�er their time, are helping 
more than just the District of Metchosin, you are making a di�erence.

Driveway Culvert Maintenance

Residents are reminded to clear driveway culverts of debris to help prevent �ooding. It is also prop-
erty owners’ responsibility to ensure that water and gravel from your driveway does not enter onto the 
roadway. A permit is required to undertake any work on the municipal roadway, including installation of 
driveways and culverts. 

Snow and Ice Removal – Priority Roads Service

Please remember that ice control and snow plough service is provided on priority route basis with Happy 
Valley, Metchosin, William Head, Rocky Point and Kangaroo Roads being top priority. BC Transit routes 
and school bus routes are next, a�er which all other roads will be serviced. Response times will vary de-
pending on weather conditions, however Council is con�dent that response times will be better than the 
required response set out in past roads contracts. If you don’t see trucks pass your residence it may be that 
your road has been serviced before dawn.
Help Us and Be Prepared
• Equip your vehicles with good winter tires, carry chains. All-season tires lose their pliability and trac-

tion at seven degrees Celsius.
• Avoid parking vehicles on the road or paved shoulders at all times during the winter. Clear snow from 

your driveway to allow for parking. Roads with vehicles parked on them may not be plowed.
• Clear snow to the le� side of your driveway (facing in) where it meets the road to minimize the amount 

of snow pushed back into your driveway when the plows pass.
• If you have an urgent medical appointment or are a medical professional needing to get to work, call 

the Emergency Program Coordinator at the Metchosin Fire Hall at 250-478-1307; or a�er hours, 
Langford dispatch at 250-478-9555 and ask for the Metchosin duty o�cer to be paged.

District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – January 2021

All meetings in the upcoming month will be held in the Council Chambers beginning at 7:00 pm. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, meetings are subject to cancellation. For updated information please refer to the 
website at www.metchosin.ca.  �ank you.

Finance & Environment Committee ...............................................Jan 11, 2021 
Council Meeting .................................................................................Jan 11, 2021 
Planning Committee ..........................................................................Jan 18, 2021 
Parks Committee ................................................................................Jan 18, 2021 
Public Works Committee ..................................................................Jan 18, 2021 
Council Meeting .................................................................................Jan 25, 2021 

Meetings are subject to change, for updated information please call the District o�ce at 250-474-3167 or 
refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca.

Council News 
JANUARY 2021

Metchosin Municipal Hall – www.metchosin.ca

250-474-3167 – info@metchosin.ca

Barb Sawatsky

Rough Voice Singers were silenced 
in April, sadly forced to shut down 
because of COVID as were most 
group activities around the world. 
Although we miss the laughter, the 
singing, the sharing and the car-
ing, we have retained our strong 
group ties and our spirit has not 
been smothered. 

For a number of years, the 
Rough Voice ‘family’ has collected 
donations towards a Christmas 
hamper. In spite of not meeting for 
a number of months, people called 
in late November, wondering 

when the hamper would be 
organized. 

At the beginning of December, 
an email was sent out and in min-
utes responses arrived. In fact, the 
�rst donation was obtained within 
an hour. Heartfelt thanks go out to 
the  Rough Voice Singers and to the 
Board members of the Community 
House who contributed to a 
Metchosin family’s Christmas. 

We hope you are safe and well 
and that although your Christmas 
and New Year were perhaps 
uniquely di�erent in 2020, we will 
keep our �ngers crossed that we 
will meet again soon. Be it known: 
we miss everyone. Happy New 
Year!

Rough Voices – 
Big Hearts

Editor’s Musings
Johnny Carline

Well, we have come through 
another year and what a year it 
has been. But, as we re�ect on that 
year, it seems appropriate to re�ect 
less on the wisdom of Bonnie 
Henry and more on the everyday 
life of the community – and to add 
a bit of colour to it, even though 
our budget can’t a�ord it.

In the now traditional article 
looking back on the past year 
as the Muse saw it, it is striking 
how determined so many in the 
community were to �nd a way to 
carry on as safely and responsibly 
as they could. A�er dealing with 
the initial impact of COVD, we 
at the Muse tried our best not to 
dwell on the gloom and to keep 
‘normal life’ in front of our readers 
as much as we could. In that spirit 
of celebration and optimism, the 
review article is illustrated with 
colour photographs, one for each 
month, from no fewer than eleven 
di�erent photographers. Only our 
wonderful and proli�c contributor, 
Barb Sawatsky, appropriately, has 
two pictures in the selection.

Also, for this issue, we asked 
some local residents to share 
their thoughts on 2020 and 2021 
and these are this month’s centre 
spread. As diverse as these contrib-
utors are, it is interesting again to 
see how common is their care and 
optimism about the community. 

Undoubtedly, as we get into the 
new year, there will be issues on 
which opinions will divide, some-
times sharply. �ere is nothing 
wrong in that. 

A community that is in 
complete harmony on absolutely 
everything is, in my view, losing 
its ability to expand its under-
standing of the world. But there is 
honest and respectful debate on 
issues and there is the frightening 
intolerance that we are witness-
ing among our neighbours to the 
south in the a�ermath of their 
election. I have family and many 
friends in the USA and, right now, 
a little isolation in Metchosin 
feels a lot safer than what they are 
experiencing. Even here on the 
Westshore, we have encountered 
brave frontline workers who have 
endured abuse from anti-maskers. 
As a paper we try not to take sides, 
but personally I would … well, 
never mind.

We have a year of hope ahead 
of us, including hope for what 
happens here in Metchosin. Great 
work has been done, especially, 
on the asset bought by the District 
and generally referred to as ‘the 
school’ – which we need to rename 
soon (readers: please send your 
ideas to the Muse). In the long 
run, we may come to see this 
purchase and its development as a 
turning point for Metchosin. �is 
community-driven vision, enacted 
by an initially reluctant council but 
then pursued with vigour and in-
creasing success, may prove to be 
a catalyst for an enlivened village 
centre while remaining consistent 
with our rural and volunteer-ori-
ented community. As always, the 
Muse will be watching, listening, 
reporting and encouraging. 

Have a great year! 
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Metchosin Farmers’ 
Market – Some Statistics 
from 2020
Sue Hughes

We opened the market late, June 
7 instead of May 10, to make sure 
our safety plan was in order. One 
requirement was that we allow 50 
people in at a time, so we logged 
our attendance and extended that 
to a survey of those waiting in line. 
Much credit goes to our sweet vol-
unteer Diane MacLachlan who had 
the courage to ask all those ques-
tions of our guests as they lined-
up. She graciously weathered a few 
cranky guests at the beginning but 
almost everybody was very good, 
heeding Dr. Bonnie Henry’s words 
to stay safe and be kind. We thank 
them for their support this year.

Total attendance ranged from 
a low of 210 on November 22 to a 
wonderful high of 602 on July 5. 
Our average for the whole sum-
mer being 507, with June, July and 
August all averaging over 500. 441 
brave and generous souls attended 
our last lovely market day on 
December 6.

Diane’s �rst question was “Are 
you from Metchosin or else-
where?” In the six weeks that this 
question was asked, Metchosin 
guests ranged from a low of 90 
(18%) to a high of 151 (27%). 

She then asked whether this was 
the very �rst time the guest had 
attended the market (not just the 
�rst time this year). Consistently 
25% to 30% of market attendees 
said that this was their �rst ever 
visit.

In late August and September, 
Diane checked on the number of 
kids and dogs coming to the mar-
ket (average of 40 kids and 22 dogs 
per week) and one day in early 

October she checked on gender 
balance and found that female 
guests outnumbered male guests 
almost two to one (334 to 170).

As the days got colder, we had 
to abandon paper and pencil and 
be satis�ed with just clicker counts 
of total attendees; but it is no 
surprise that the better the weather 
the greater the number of guests 
came out to the market.

In all, I think we can be proud 
of everyone’s e�orts to modify 
their operations to manage the 
COVID virus. From the Council’s 
acceptance of our plan, to 
Counsellor Little’s weekly support 
and attendance, to the vendors 
making their spaces distanced, 
one way and clean, to Diane’s 
great stats gathering, to the board 
members checking with each other 
and re-checking the safety plan, to 
Dusty Hughes’ weekly costume an-
tics, to Jacqui Anderson and Barb 
Sawatsky’s wonderful Facebook 
posts and Larry’s welcome hot cof-
fee, we pulled it o� in grand style!

I am so happy for all of us, 
and hope we can carry on next 
year with the same tenacity and 
determination!!

Editor’s note: �e Muse adds 
its congratulations to Jacqui, Sue, 
Dusty, Diane, Counsellor Little and 
all the others associated with the 
market, not only for their e�ective-
ness in organizing an amazingly 
pleasurable market under di�cult 
circumstances, but also for setting 
an example on just how to keep a 
key Metchosin institution going, 
safely, responsibly, yet with bound-
less good humour. We can’t wait 
until next May!    

Metchosin Farmers’ Market supporter Councillor Little salutes their efforts. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Dog Owners Need to Take 
Responsibility
Monique Anstee

I was recently at a community 
event that had nothing to do 
with dogs. A local professional, 
upon �nding out what I did for 
a living, quickly interrogated me 
about my responsibility as a dog 
owner when out in the parks. Her 
questions were like a slap with 
good intentions and were a rude 
awakening about how dog-owners 
are failing to blend in with other 
people in my community. We 
aren’t. We have become a problem 
in the eyes of others, a problem 
that will soon be made to go away 
if we don’t change.

I realize my freedom with my 
dogs is a privilege, not a right. I’m 
lucky I’m able to have them and I 
try to be as respectful as possible 
when I have them in public. �en 
Halloween occurred and Facebook 
lit up with posts condemning 
�reworks because dogs don’t like 
them. I have weird herding breeds 
in my house and have to make 
special plans on �rework occa-
sions to avoid them having an is-
sue with the �reworks. �at is my 
responsibility for these three days 

a year. �at is what I signed up for 
when I became a dog owner.

Reading the comments on 
these threads made me realize 
how entitled we dog owners have 
become. No wonder we are be-
ing perceived so poorly. Because 
your dog is scared and panics at 
�reworks, rather than preparation 
in advance with medication from 
your veterinarian or training, you 
expect an entire community to 
change their habits and enjoyment 
of �reworks that are already heav-
ily regulated. We won, so now be 
nice on the two or three events a 
year when they are allowed.

At what point did society 
change to become all about indi-
viduals? We used to have tolerance 
for each others’ behaviours that 
we didn’t like. Playing nicely in 
the sandbox was a skill taught in 
school. Why have we adults all 
given it up, to only focus on our 
own sel�sh needs and wants?

Where I am, unless dog own-
ers start keeping their dogs to 
themselves and not allowing 
them to approach other people 
and dogs and respect birds and 
wildlife, we are about to lose all 

the freedom and privileges that 
we have worked so hard for. My 
guess is the authorities will make a 
shit trail or two for us dog owners, 
and squash all of us whiners in 
this one area. Once the problem 
is contained, the rest of our parks 
and trails will be for everyone else 
to enjoy without us.

�e truth is, when we dog 
owners complain and whine about 
our dog’s hurt feelings, we’ve failed 
to realize that our gripes are only 
furthering the divide.

If you �nd yourself trying to 
control people and the world 
around you, rather than your dog, 
it is to you that I am talking...

Please change your ways before 
a bylaw is forced on us. Your job 
is not to control the behaviour of 
other people but that of your dog. 
Make sure your dog blends in 
when out and about in the world. 
We need to change the public per-
ception towards dog owners and 
that can only be done by respect-
ing the needs of other people �rst.

Monique Anstee is a Metchosin 
resident, dog trainer and author of 
the book, As a Dog �inketh.

Stock photo

Contact us with your story scoop!
Email metchosinmuse@gmail.com  Web www.metchosinmuse.ca
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http://www.metchosinmuse.ca
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Jay Shukin and Ken Farquharson, 
Association for the Protection of 
Rural Metchosin

At a District Council meeting in 
October, when the Boys and Girls 
Club (BGC) received its annual 
tax exemption, we received news 
of a subdivision application that 
would involve carving o� 40 acres 
of their 98.6 acre property on 
Metchosin Road. �is 40-acre area 
includes mature forests, Garry Oak 
meadows, established trails, and 
about half of a sizeable pond that is 
habitat for western painted turtles 
and which is linked, via a seasonal 
watercourse, to Witty’s Lagoon. 

In response, the APRM has re-
solved to initiate discussions aiming 
to protect the unique features of this 
property. �e APRM recognizes the 
importance of the local BGC site 
in providing outdoor and nature-
based youth programs to rapidly 
growing, neighbouring Westshore 
communities. We also recognize the 
well-documented ecological assets 
associated with the property. 

Outdoor programs for regional 
youth have been o�ered for over 30 
years by the BGC at the Metchosin 
site. When the provincial Crown 
property was acquired by the BGC 
in 2003, this was perceived by local 
residents as a mark of enduring 
BGC interest in the unique and ac-
cessible natural site.  

Over the years, Metchosin 
District Council and Metchosin 
taxpayers have supported BGC 
by endorsing requested land use 
redesignation and granting annual 
property tax exemptions. In 2007, 
our District Council supported 
authorization for a non-farm 
use within the BC Agricultural 
Land Reserve, redesignating part 
of the BGC Metchosin land as 
Community Institutional. Between 
2010 and 2019, the average annual 
property tax exemption granted was 
over $32,000 for a total, ten-year ex-
emption amount of over $300,000. 
It’s not di�cult to assume that these 
supportive gestures would be linked 
to an implicit understanding or 
aspiration that an intact Metchosin 
Club property would endure for the 
long-term as a unique outdoor pro-
gramming and “nature immersion” 
resource for regional youth.

While the speci�c bene�ts to our 
local community of maintaining 
this land may be mainly in the envi-
ronmental realm, the bene�ts of the 
Metchosin BGC to other Westshore 
communities and CRD residents 
are broad. A September letter sent 
by the BGC to Metchosin’s Deputy 
Corporate O�cer notes that the 
site o�ered “experiential learning, 
leadership, and outdoor recre-
ation through our summer camps, 
licenced outdoor a�er school care, 
a�er school adventure and youth 
leadership programs. Participants 
across the Westshore communi-
ties enjoy and bene�t from our 
Metchosin Outdoor Centre…Sta� 
and students from school district 
62 visited our site this year…many 
of them have requested to return as 
an annual opportunity to work and 
play together in this extraordinary 
natural environment.” 

�e BGC characterization of 
the Metchosin Club property as an 
extraordinary natural environment 
is apt. It might also be characterized 
as irreplaceable. Some of the most 
valuable environmental features are 
those that are encompassed within 
the 40-acre portion that is the 
subject of the current subdivision 
application. �e map accompany-
ing this article helps to illustrate the 
signi�cance of an intact 98.6-acre 
property, within the rapidly growing 
Westshore region. 

Local aspirations to see the 
Metchosin Club property remain 
intact for future generations must 
be paired with recognition of 
�nancial needs or pressures that 
may be confronting the BGC. �e 
APRM hopes that in collaboration 
with other local organizations and 

regional agencies, we can initiate 
and support a process in which 
alternatives to subdivision and 
subsequent land development can 
be explored. Several alternative 
scenarios with successful precedents 
exist, including options that could 
involve local land trusts. 

Whatever options might ulti-
mately be pursued, the APRM’s goal 
is to help this unique, large property 
to retain its value for nature-based 
and outdoor programming. We 
hope that counterparts within the 
BGC Foundation and the BGC 
Services organization might be sim-
ilarly inspired to �nd a way to move 
forward so that all stakeholders can 
proudly look back on collaborative 
e�orts undertaken in 2021.

Editor’s note: �e Muse contacted 
Mayor Ranns and he said that he 
had not been aware that this applica-
tion was coming. It would fall under 
the jurisdiction of the Approving 
O�cer, not Council, and that there 
was little discretion if all the techni-
cal regulations were met. Under the 
zoning, the 40 acres could be divided 
into 5 acre lots. �e balance is in the 
Land Reserve. Asked as to the tax ex-
empt status granted to the Boys and 
Girls Club, the Mayor commented 
that it would be reasonable to expect 
that it would receive “close scrutiny” 
if this subdivision were to go ahead.

�e Muse made an e�ort to 
contact the Boys and Girls Club for 
their comment on this article, but 
a recorded message stated that the 
organization, including reception, 
was closed because of COVID. An 
extension number was given for 
leaving messages, which the Muse 
did try, but at deadline time, we had 
received no reply.  

 Graphic showing location of proposed subdivision. Courtesy of M. Yates
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What Does a Caterpillar 
Do? Was the Hardest 
Book to Write
David McArthur

Writing a book, any book, is not 
easy. It is an intense labour of love, 
energy and, above all, dedication. I 
cannot begin to count the num-
ber of times that my wife has, in 
good grace and patience, heard the 
phrase; ‘I’ve got an idea for a book’. 
O�en those ideas have been lost in 
an ever-growing box of half-�lled 
note pads. Trust me it exists. 

But it is not just Helen who has 
heard those famous last words. 
My addiction to them started as 
a young child when, a�er reading 
the Wishing Chair by Enid Blyton, 
I was inspired to put pen to paper. 
I will never forget my mum, on 
examination of my �rst story, 
carefully schooling her expression, 
and saying, “Well, I can tell you 
were excited to write this. But you 
probably need to slow your brain 
down, it’s about three sentences 
ahead of your pen.” 

�roughout my life writing has 
been a safety blanket, something 
to turn to during times of bore-
dom and stress. When I was at 
University, I would use it as a way 
of escaping the pressures of my de-
gree, o�en sitting on the bus or at a 
café with pen and paper in hand. 

While I always knew I wanted 
to write, to be an author, it was 
not until my children were born 

that this desire became an urgent 
need. I wanted to write something 
for them, to show them just how 
much I love them. �e �rst three 
books in the What Does series 
were created to help give them 
both con�dence in their reading 
ability and to open their eyes to 
the world around them. 

What Does A Caterpillar Do? 
was di�erent. Writing it was one of 
the hardest things I have ever done. 
But it was a book I knew I had to 
write and �nish, I just wished with 
all my heart that I didn’t.

When I �rst mentioned the 
concept to my wife I, of course, 
used that time worn phrase; ‘I 
have got an idea for a story’. Her 
response, “Tell me what I can do 
to help?”

What Does A Caterpillar Do? 
was written in honour of Chloe 
and Aubrey Berry. All pro�ts are 
donated to the Victoria Child 
Abuse Prevention and Counselling 
Center. Copies are available online 
or at Munro’s and Bolen Books. 
www.akidsauthor.com 

Editor’s note: Author David 
McArthur is a Metchosin resi-
dent and his book ‘What Does a 
Caterpillar Do?’ was the number 
one best-selling children’s book in 
Canada on its release. 
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Our Commitment to 
Reconciliation
Brian Geary, Director of 
Communications,  
Pearson College

Pearson College UWC in 
November took another important 
step along the journey of recon-
ciliation with Indigenous students, 
peoples and communities with 
the adoption of a Reconciliation 
Action Plan and its companion 
document, Indigenous Vision.

“�is plan represents the �rst 
comprehensive commitment by 
the College to address past short-
comings,” wrote Pearson Board 
Chair Anne McLellan in a message 
to campus. “We believe this will 
ensure positive progress and sup-
port for Indigenous students and 
our relationships with Indigenous 
peoples and communities.”

“�e plan and vision thor-
oughly and thoughtfully re�ect in-
put gathered over several months 
from our campus Indigenous 
Vision Advisory Committee, 
Elders and Chief Russell Chipps 
from the Sc’ianew First Nation, 
Indigenous alumni, students, 
faculty and sta�,” said Craig Davis, 
Head of College. “�ough many 
voices spoke and re�ected unique 
perspectives, they were unani-
mous in urging Pearson to make 
a strong and public commitment 
to reconciliation – we are commit-
ting our time, e�ort, expertise and 
resources to the actions outlined 
in the plan.”

“It’s based on principles and 
understandings, including mutual 
respect, a focus on strengths not 
just de�cits, developing resilience, 

listening more than we talk and 
embracing the notion of ‘two-
eyed seeing.’ �ere is a commit-
ment throughout the plan to 
collapse the notion of ‘us and 
them’ as actions themselves will 
hopefully build the trust neces-
sary to restore relationships.”

Both the plan and companion 
Indigenous Vision document 
are posted to the College website 
www.pearsoncollege.ca. �e docu-
ments were prepared by indepen-
dent consultant Marcia Turner 
(formerly Marcia Dawson), M.A., 
of Daxgedim Haanak’ Nation 
Building and her associates at the 
request of the College.

Faculty, sta� and Indigenous 
students have introduced initia-
tives to build Indigenous rela-
tionships, introduce Indigenous 
content and raise the visibility 
of the culture, history and issues 
of Indigenous peoples. Turner 
acknowledged these initiatives 
as “indicative of a continuous 
e�ort by the College to build 
critical relationships with the local 
Indigenous community.” 

�e central issue is the land 
which was never ceded by 
Sc’ianew peoples whose families 
have ancestral ties and connec-
tion to place names, medicines 
and resources located on proper-
ties inextricably linked to their 
identities. “DND (the federal 
Department of National Defense) 
took the land and gave it to 
Pearson … we were not happy 
about that,” explained Sc’ianew 
Chief Russell Chipps as quoted in 
the Reconciliation Action Plan. 

Acknowledging this history 
helped lead to the signing of 
a milestone Memorandum of 
Understanding between the 
First Nation, the College and 
the District of Metchosin in late 
2018. All three organizations are 
working cooperatively on land 
use planning within the British 
Columbia Treaty Process through 
the Te’mexw Treaty Association.

Craig Davis says, “Reinforcing 
the pillars of a culturally respon-
sive and culturally safe environ-
ment is critical to the success 
of Indigenous students while 
attending Pearson and to help 
provide a strong foundation for 
Indigenous graduates. �is is a 
campus-wide responsibility. It 
encompasses initiatives rang-
ing from establishing culturally 
relevant recruitment, orientation 
and programming, to supporting 
additional cultural competencies 
and trauma-informed practice 
training for adults. It will also 
include the simple but important 
act of creating campus signage in 
Hul’q’umi’num, the language of 
the Sc’ianew and a dialect of the 
Coast Salish people, and eventu-
ally, signage that also honours the 
languages of Indigenous students 
who have attended or are attend-
ing Pearson.”

Indigenous Special 
Topics Day 2020  
A Reflection
By Arian (First year student from 
the USA)

Led by Pearson students, 
Indigenous Special Topics Day on 
November 11 was an incredible 
experience. From discussions to 
activities and presentations, there 
was always something to experi-
ence and learn about.

Of the activities I attended, the 
“Ask Me Anything” session was ex-
tremely moving. Hearing the con-
cerns and experiences of my peers 
helped me to understand that the 
impacts of colonization run deep. 
A particularly signi�cant moment 
was when Graham discussed his 
desire to educate and speak out 

because his “ancestors fought too 
hard to give [him] a voice” for him 
not to use it. �is reminded me 
that for many students at UWC, 
we are the dreams of our ancestors 
and we owe it to them to speak out 
about the issues our peoples face.

If there was one thing I took 
away from Indigenous Special 
Topics Day, it is this: there is 
so much more to learn about 
Indigenous history and as UWC 
students and people, we owe it to 
all marginalized peoples to educate 
ourselves and to understand the 
complex beauty of these cultures. 
�is is the beginning of a new age 
at Pearson College UWC.

The Pearson community began a student-led Indigenous Vision 
Special Topics Day in November with a sunrise ceremony called 

“Feeding the Water” on Pedder Bay, followed by panel discussions, 
workshops and movie screenings all with Indigenous themes.  

Photo from Pearson College files
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New Year Plans for 
Metchosin ArtPod 
Beginning with Portraiture Show
Elaine Hughes

At ArtPod, we were able 
to stay open for much of 
December with our Mighty 
Fine A�ordable Arts and 
Cra�s Show and Sale, as art 
galleries remained open to 
the public as long as visi-
tor numbers remained low 
and all COVID precautions 
were taken. For anyone who 
missed the show, the display 
will be open for one last 
weekend of visitors on January 
8–10 during our  
usual hours of 11:00 am to 
4:00 pm. Remember, masks 
are mandatory!

To start o� our 2021 programming, we 
have an exciting show of portraiture! We 
had a long-standing tradition of doing live 
portrait sessions on Mondays, which then 
turned into online portrait sessions due to 
the pandemic. �e members in charge of 
those portrait groups, Diana Farrell and 
Frank Mitchell, have put together a juried 
show entitled About Face which will run 
January 15–February 28. Portraits are dif-
�cult, as the artist tries to portray another 
human to re�ect the truth of that person, 
which may include their physical looks, 
but also their feelings, experiences and 
attitudes. Working live or from photos, the 
artists exhibiting in this show will range 
from beginners to the experienced.

Our feature artist and guest juror for the 
About Face show is noted portrait and �gu-
rative oil painter Noah Layne. Noah will be 
exhibiting several of his pieces during the 
show and will also be doing two, one-day 
online drawing workshops, on January 
30 and February 6. �e drawing classes 

are for all levels, whether 
you want to learn to draw or 
improve your existing skills. 
It will include a live stream 
demo by Noah, time to work 
at home from a portrait 
photo that will be emailed in 
advance, and the ability to 
submit your work-in-progress 
to get a critique during the 
live stream. To register and 
get additional details, please 
consult our Facebook @
MetchosinArtPod, website, 

contact metchosinartpod@
gmail.com or Diana Farrell at 
250-888-9533. For more about 
Noah, have a look at his web-
site at www.noahlayne.com.

Next up will be our show 
Re-Vision, a show of photography-based 
art, with Victoria-based feature artist Lorna 
Zaback. �e call for entries to this show is 
now open until January 29. We are look-
ing for artwork with your photography as 
the base. �is could include digitally or 
mechanically altered and created works, 
collage with found sources of photog-
raphy and artworks using printmaking 
techniques. �e show itself will run from 
March 5 to May 2. More information is 
available online. 

Planning is already well underway for 
the remainder of 2021. �is will likely 
include a wildlife-themed show in con-
junction with a second Bird Card Project 
and a mixed media exhibit featuring Patt 
Scrivener, a cold wax abstract artist. Our 
monthly Instagram ArtClub, our weekly 
online portraits, and our bi-monthly Friday 
paint-ins will also continue. 

The Monday Portrait Group
Memet Burnett

�ree years ago, a group of local Metchosin 
and area artists formed the Monday Portrait 
Group out of their shared love of portraiture.

Originally, artists took turns being mod-
els for one another, occasionally soliciting a 
friend or family member to sit still for a few 
hours. When the bright, professionally-lit 
space of Metchosin ArtPod opened in spring 
2019, a new home was found for the wan-
dering portraitists. As it happened, three of 
the founding Monday Portrait Group artists, 
Diana Farrell, Frank Mitchell and Des Bond, 
joined the ArtPod Cooperative.

�e happy group burbled away for a full 
year in their new home, then COVID hit in 
the Spring of last year. It was an easy deci-
sion to move the Monday Portrait Group 
online: drawing during lockdown was a 
great release and a comforting touchstone 
for many. Little did the organizers know 
that their small group would become so 
popular. Both new and established artists 
are now among the 50 or so people signed 
up to receive the eagerly awaited weekly 
prompt which is delivered (free!) directly 
to their e-mail.

Artists in any medium have four days to 
work on their submission, and then a com-
pilation of all submissions is sent around 
for others group members to see and be-
come inspired by. �e compilation also gets 
posted online on the ArtPod Facebook site.

�e prompts are now photographic, 
and the people being drawn are no longer 
friends and neighbours, but famous art-
ists, local celebrities and Canadian public 
�gures. All these and so many more have 
been fodder for the Monday Portrait mill.

“It is always fascinating to see how dif-
ferent artists interpret the same photo, or 
the same person,” says co-organizer for the 
Monday Portrait Group, Diana Farrell. “We 
are looking forward to showing a wider au-
dience a sample of the work that has been 
produced over the past years. We are set-
ting up a special area to feature the Monday 
Portrait Group at ArtPod’s upcoming juried 
portrait show called About Face.” About 
Face runs in the New Year (see New Year 
Plans article on right for dates) at ArtPod. 
Anyone wanting to join the Monday 
Portrait group should email dimark@shaw.
ca or metchosinartpod@gmail.com

Noah Layne, feature 
artist and guest juror 
for ArtPod’s About Face 
exhibition, painted 
this beautiful portrait. 
Photo by Noah Layne

Artist Lucian Freud at work”   Oil sketch on board by Clement Kwan  
Photo by Clement Kwan
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Photo by Sylvia Imeson

Personally in 2020:
This summer, we wanted a project, so the three of us started a 
band called “End of Arden”. We wrote, recorded, and released 
more than two dozen songs online. We learned a lot, had a lot 
of fun, and got some kind messages from people we haven’t 
seen for a long time, which was really nice! 

Metchosin in 2020:
It has been really lovely to see people smiling and saying hello 
even more than usual when we’re out walking on the Galloping Goose. 
Even in a time of crisis, Metchosin hasn’t lost its fantastic community 
spirit!

Personally in 2021:
We can hardly wait to see all our friends again! We want to play 
some board games, go to a movie, eat a meal together, or just sit and 
talk with our friends.

Metchosin in 2021:
We hope everyone will savour reconnecting with their Metchosin 
friends and neighbours. We’re also looking forward to the return of 
some of Metchosin’s wonderful community events.

Joseph, 

Francis, and 

Lawrence Barss

Personally in 2020
My family’s movement through life was 
the most important thing for Lorraine 
and me during 2020. This included 
getting our eighth grandchild and the 
happiness of them all.  One moved 
into a new house, one finished a 
course and all were committed and 
involved.  Lorraine and I are very 
lucky.

Metchosin in 2020
I thought that the Metchosin 
Community’s renewed interest in 
local enterprises, that developed 
with the COVID scare, was really 
significant.  The farmers were 
selling huge amounts of produce, 

Photo by Lorraine Buchanan

the corner store and Nootka Rose were booming and the 
farmers’ market was busier than ever.  While the initial rush has 
died down considerably, there is still a carryover that I believe is 
good for the community for a multitude of reasons.

Personally in 2021
Looking forward to 2021, my greatest wish for my family is for us 
to be vaccinated successfully against COVID so that it stops being an 
impediment to our dreams.

Metchosin in 2021
In the community, there is a big changeover in ownership of 
some of the larger agricultural properties in Metchosin.  Two 
have just sold, one of the pioneer owners has passed away, and 
at least three are for sale.  I hope that the new owners keep this 
land in active agriculture.  It would be especially good if it was an 
opportunity for a keen young farmer to get started.

John 
  Buchanan
Personally in 2020Personally in 2020
My family’s movement through life was My family’s movement through life was 
the most important thing for Lorraine the most important thing for Lorraine 
and me during 2020. This included 
getting our eighth grandchild and the getting our eighth grandchild and the 
happiness of them all.happiness of them all.
into a new house, one finished a into a new house, one finished a 
course and all were committed and 
involved.involved.
lucky.lucky.

Metchosin in 2020Metchosin in 2020
II
Community’s renewed interest in Community’s renewed interest in 

the corner store and Nootka Rose were booming and the 

John John John 
  Buchanan  Buchanan
John 
  Buchanan
John John 
  Buchanan
John 

Personally in 2020
This past year was an opportunity to 
remember how fortunate we are to 
live on Vancouver Island.  Our family 
spent more time outdoors, took out 
two memberships to the Metchosin 
Golf & Country Club, rediscovered 
several of our board games and 
realized that a 1,000-piece puzzle is 
our family limit!

Frances Krusekopf (left) with her family (left to right) Riko, Charles 
and Louisa. Photo by Werner Faust

Metchosin in 2020
Though Metchosin is a small community, the strength of our
volunteer organizations continues to amaze me!  It is the energy 
and commitment of Metchosin citizens that contributes to our 
unique and vibrant culture.  I am grateful to the Metchosin 
Community Association board for their optimism and willingness 
to learn how to navigate the challenges of online board meetings.  
To our members, thank you for your membership and support!
Personally in 2021
2021 is slated to be a significant year for our family.  Our daughter 
will graduate from high school and head off to university and our 
son will be old enough to apply for a learner driver’s license.  Two 
memorable rites of passage in a young person’s life!

Metchosin in 2021
There are exciting changes taking place in our Metchosin ‘town 
centre’!  It is great to see us embracing renewal and innovation.  I 
look forward to seeing all of what emerges in 2021!

Frances  
Krusekopf
Frances  Frances  Frances  
KrusekopfKrusekopfKrusekopfKrusekopf

Personally in 2020 
After spending the last 22 years living in South Carolina our 
eldest son Adam returned to Metchosin with his wife Dawn and 
their four happy, loving children.  Cheryl and I now are able to 
enjoy spending time with them on a daily basis instead of twice a 
year.  We also appreciate them helping with the farm.

Metchosin in 2020 
After months of negatives we recently received $1.5 million 
from the Province to help offset the additional expenses and 
revenue losses from COVID.  Although there are strict limitations 
on how the money may be spent, it will still help us address 
the unanticipated fiscal issues.  The first thing we are doing 
is upgrading our computer capability so we may continue to 
provide full services while working remotely.  We will also be able 
to livestream our council meetings which is something we have 
wanted to do for some time but were unable to afford.

Personally in 2021 
I look forward to a quick return to normalcy so that our children 
will stop treating us like lepers.  We need some hugs.

Metchosin in 2021
I would love to see an easier year for our remarkable staff and 
volunteers, a resumption of the many community events that define 
Metchosin and, I may regret saying this, a full council chamber.

Photo: Mayor John Ranns (second to right) playing hockey 101 with sons 
and son-in-law. Taken by Sylvia Charboneau

John 

 Ranns

Personally in 2020 
The yield of raspberries in my garden 
doubled this past summer – from about 
15 in 2019 to over 30! I may exaggerate 
slightly, but each red berry was a 
triumph! Every year I can count on the 
tomatoes, but the raspberries test me. 
Are the canes I’m clipping the right 
ones? Should I prune in fall or spring? Is 
it the robins (or grandchildren) feasting 
on the ones I never see? But how I love 
those raspberries!

Photo by Krystal Panetta

Metchosin in 2020 
For me the care taken of this magnificent, wild and 
cultivated garden we call Metchosin and all the creatures 
who live within it is a highlight of a difficult year. Residents 
stepped up to do all they could to help our community 
stay healthy and safe. They went out of their way to check 
on pod members and neighbours, picked up groceries and 
prescriptions for seniors, and volunteered at the flu clinic. 
Farmers worked even harder to provide an abundance of 
delicious local produce and raised happy chickens, sheep 
and pigs. There were bouquets of beautiful local flowers 
and inspiring works of art. All because Metchosin is a 
community that cares.

Personally in 2021 
Who knows? Perhaps this next summer my yield of 
raspberries will even triple! 

Metchosin in 2021
We have an opportunity to strengthen the bonds we have 
made and when it is safe … we’ll be able to take off our 
masks and celebrate special occasions with family, friends 
and neighbours. I look forward to how much better our 
“normal” can be.

Personally in 2020Personally in 2020
The yield of raspberries in my garden 
doubled this past summer – from about doubled this past summer – from about 
15 in 2019 to over 30! I may exaggerate 15 in 2019 to over 30! I may exaggerate 
slightly, but each red berry was a slightly, but each red berry was a 
triumph! Every year I can count on the 
tomatoes, but the raspberries test me. tomatoes, but the raspberries test me. 
Are the canes I’m clipping the right Are the canes I’m clipping the right 
ones? Should I prune in fall or spring? Is 
it the robins (or grandchildren) feasting it the robins (or grandchildren) feasting 
on the ones I never see? But how I love on the ones I never see? But how I love 
those raspberries!

Deirdre 
Chettleburgh

Personally in 2020
Getting hold of a holly/broom 
puller (“pullerbear”), which 
allows you to yank up holly 
or broom, roots and all, was 
really cool. I spent many a 
rain-soaked afternoon in 
our great forests pulling 
holly. To work directly on 
protecting Metchosin’s natural 
environment is wonderful and 
a privilege. 

Metchosin in 2020
Two bad situations which were ‘good’ for compelling a 
sense of appreciation - COVID, for an understanding of 
the value of health and the importance of community 
relationships, and the U.S. forest fire smoke which 
deepened our appreciation of our own environment, 
fresh air, blue skies, and the need to take steps to protect 
ourselves from a looming fire risk.

Personally in 2021
As the new APRM president, I’m aiming to work with others 
to grow and further strengthen the organization. There’s 
an amazing relationship tributary that’s created when you 
get involved in community issues. I’m hoping to continue 
building those relationships.  

Metchosin in 2021
Emergency dispatch call levels are restored to our Fire 
Department; ALR lands in Metchosin are respected and 
used properly; local growers have a great year; more people 
work on invasive species and get to see the land revealing 
its true form with those plants gone; access to Sea Bluff Trail 
is restored on schedule; gremlins attack racket-inducing 
mufflers of those cars and motorcycles speeding through 
the community; action to strengthen bylaw enforcement; 
more residents are able to attend Council meetings; and, for 
all, a healthy and safe 2021. 

Jay Shukin 

days with my sharp, very aware, much-loved, 95-year-old Mom. 
We said our goodbyes. It was worth all the worry and risk.
A week later, not being able to attend a graveside service in 
Alberta, my husband, two sons and I gathered on our peaceful 
backyard patio, wrapped in the warmth of July’s sunshine. We 
listened to music, readings, along with our own tributes. We 
each came away with the gift of joy, pride and empowerment.

Metchosin in 2020
Yes, events like Metchosin Day, the Mighty Metchosin Garage 
Sale, beer and burgers with the crowd, choirs and sing-alongs 
were cancelled. However, our neighbourhood PODS perked up, 
our corner store stocked up, our public services, local non-profit 
associations and Farmers’ Market adapted. Perhaps we slowed 
down, pared back and stayed local, and maybe we discovered 
that was okay; and our community’s ability to work together for 
the greater good was something we were proud of. 

Personally in 2021
I will stay encouraged by staying focussed on the here and now; 
continue being inspired by my immediate family, their ability to 
think outside the box; continue being buoyed up by working 
alongside positive, can-do people who see the bigger picture and 
have an eye for the future. I’ll stop pining to be a tourist once 
again and instead be excited to explore what my own place on 
the planet has been offering all along. 

Metchosin in 2021
Our small population, the vast blue green spaces, and our 
determined attitude will serve us well. We will stay involved, 
even though not everyone can consistently volunteer. We live 
here, stay busy here, care for loved ones here. We, who make up 
our community, savour it, nurture it, protect it and share it.

Photo by Gail Nash
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Personally in 2020
In June, facing exposure risks 
of airports, flights, car rental 
and entering a cardiac hospice 
facility, I navigated a final 
journey to spend three awesome 

bed constitutes a veritable luxury.  This said, one of the most 
marvellous parts of being home in Metchosin through the 
spring, summer and fall is being part of the seasons and the 
farm in a way I haven’t been able to do for some time!

Metchosin in 2020
Community Spirit. As tough as this year has been, I am so proud 
to be part of a community where everyone has rallied to make 
the best of a challenging year, from the weekly producers’ 
market, the flu vaccination clinic at the school (a remarkable 
feat to vaccinate over 700 individuals over two days) the 
firehall Halloween drive through, the ArtPod – the list goes on. 
And a special shout out to the Corner Store, Broken Paddle, 
Nootka Rose and My-Chosen Café for being so flexible.

Personally in 2021
Good health. Period.

Metchosin in 2021
Simple answer: A stupendous Metchosin Day!  As the Metchosin 
Day Coordinator, my biggest hope and wish is that we can put 
on a superb Metchosin Day – an event for all ages that brings 
together and showcases the best of Metchosin.

Photo by Tom Henry

Violaine 

  Mitchell

ViolaineViolaineViolaine

  Mitchell  Mitchell  Mitchell  Mitchell
Personally in 2020
I am embarrassed to say 
this but sleeping in my own 
bed since March has been 
pretty special. My work 
travel has been intense over 
the last decade so more 
than five days in my own 

Metchosin Residents Reflect
on 2020 and 2021
We asked some Metchosin residents, who have all been contributors to this community, to re�ect (very 

brie�y) on what was the most signi�cant thing that happened for themselves and the community in 2020,

and to look forward to 2021 for themselves and the Metchosin community. A good way, we think, to start

the new year.
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www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
134-1039 Langford Pkwy

(250) 532 - 0228
westshoremusicacademy@shaw.ca

Your Top Choice for Music Lessons
#134-1039 Langford Pkwy, Victoria, BC
www.westshoremusicacademy.ca

(250)-532-0228

5447 Rocky Point Road
Metchosin

250-478-6186
www.glenrosafarm.com
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Our restaurant 
operations are closed 
at this time; we truly 
thank our wonderful 
community for the 
incredible support 

over the years!

Starting in October,  
the following farm products 

will be available:
Heritage variety apples 

- Seasonal vegetable produce
- Wool socks

GLENROSA 
FARM

                  Phone cards • Movie rentals • 
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat 

and fruit pies • Bakery items •  Fresh produce and 
cut flowers • Hardware and Grocery •         

• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coffee • 
You need it, we have it!

Open 
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm

Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm

VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax:  250-478-2405

Naomi Larkins

Hand-wash stations, separate 
entrances for each cohort, outside 
only parent drop o�s, and gearing 
up for a lot more forest time – there 
were a few changes to get used to 
this September at Westmont. 

Although much planning and 
work went in over the summer, 
it was a fairly easy adjustment 
for students of this indepen-
dent EPK-12 Montessori school.  
Classes were already divided into 
multi-age cohorts and, with minor 
adjustments, these learning groups 
could spread out further in the 
large classrooms, each with their 
own dedicated entrance. Hand 
washing stations were built at each 

entrance and each student washes 
before heading inside. 

�e school is taking advan-
tage of existing covered outdoor 
classrooms which are o�ering 
ample opportunities for open air 
learning. �ese have been so suc-
cessful that the school is building 
additional outdoor shelters for 
the rainy season. �is year, more 
than ever, teachers are taking 
full advantage of the magni�cent 
56-hectare Witty’s forest and beach 
‘playground’ in the school’s back-
yard with additional time outside 
for a variety of learning activities. 

Magnus Hanton, Head of 
School, stated, “Our program is 
built around independence, com-
munity and exploration. �ese 
priorities remain central to what 
we do in the pandemic context, 

and we are blessed with an out-
door environment and progressive 
school approach that allowed us to 
pivot in a way that didn’t compro-
mise our core values.  Students 
know to come to school prepared 
for any weather, and we spend at 
least 2.5 hours outside every day 
on our beautiful campus and at 
Witty’s Lagoon, rain or shine.” 

Enrollment at Westmont is 
up 10% this year with many new 
students arriving from other areas 
of BC, Canada and internationally 
as parents can relocate more easily 
while working from home. Local 
students looking for an alternative 
to the traditional education model 
have joined Westmont as well, 
especially in upper grades. 

“Everyone at Westmont is so 
nice and accepting. �ere is no 

bullying. �ere is more space to 
work and the teachers really care,” 
commented Camryn, Grade 9, 
new to Westmont in 2020.

As a smaller independent 
school, Westmont has been able to 
keep our program divisions almost 
unchanged under the provincially 
mandated pandemic guidelines, 
with six cohorts of 32–50 students. 
All students are able to enjoy a 
multitude of academic subjects, 
plus art, music and PE, year-
round. Students are scheduled for 
full days and before/a�er school 
care is available.

Hannah, in grade eleven, 
commented, “�e social bubble is 
small, which gives us the opportu-
nity for better quality relationships 
and creates a lot of synergy.” 

Staggered recess times, parent 
rides for �eld trips and online 
teacher-parent communication 
are a few other ways students 
and families have had to adjust 
this year. Fundraising and special 
events have had to be remodeled 
also, but a combination of technol-
ogy and creativity has allowed this 
close school community to remain 
connected and engaged. 

As the winter break ap-
proaches, Westmont sta� and 
families have been pleasantly 
surprised at how smooth the �rst 
term in the pandemic has been. 
�e mood of parents is one of re-
lief and gratitude for their children 
being part of such a unique edu-
cational o�ering, in such an ideal 
setting during the most unusual 
of times.  

The younger grades learn in the forest… ...while the middle grades take to the beach.. Both photos from Westmont files

To the Forest! Westmont Adapts for COVID-19

http://www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
mailto:westshoremusicacademy@shaw.ca
http://www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
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Huber Studio  
The Written Word  
and Functional Art
Chris Van de Water

When the emergency tsunami alert went o� 
beside �rst responder Charla Huber’s bed at 
2:00 am she and her daughter, Soleil, jumped 
into some clothes and hurried down to the 
Metchosin Emergency Operations Centre. 
Charla’s assigned job as a volunteer for the 
Metchosin Emergency Program includes 
being the certi�ed information and media 
coordinator for that program. �ankfully, 
the alert turned out to be a false alarm and 
a�er a couple of 
hours Charla and 
Soleil went home 
a�er that very early 
start to a new day. 
However, there 
had been a bit 
of an emergency 
that night. In their 
absence, a bear had 
strewn the contents 
of a garbage container all around the outside 
of their house and yard. A�er some anxious 
and considered con�rmation that the bear 
wasn’t inside the house, it was time to get 
ready for another busy day. 

Meet the newest tenants at the Metchosin 
Arts and Cultural Centre. Born and raised in 
Alberta, Charla, along with a friend, camped 
her way across beautiful BC to Victoria, 
where she announced to her friend, “You’ll 
have to go back by yourself, I’m staying here!” 

A Metchosin resident now for seven 
years, Charla is a gal who loves to help 
others. She wears many hats in addition to 
a Metchosin Emergency Program volun-
teer. With a Master’s degree in Professional 
Communications, she writes a weekly column 
for the Times Colonist, chairs the Victoria 
Police Human Resources Committee, and 

 was invited by both communities to be on 
the Beecher Bay and District of Metchosin 
reconciliation committee. In addition, Charla 
is the director of Communications and 
Indigenous Relations for the M’akola Housing 
Society, the largest indigenous housing soci-
ety in B.C. 

  Always vigilantly working on equality 
issues, she remains busy interviewing indig-
enous elders on Vancouver Island, assisting 
them and writing in her columns on how 
they can be more culturally accessible to the 

greater Island popu-
lation through their 
storytelling and art. 

 Ten-year-old 
Soleil is de�nitely 
following in her 
busy Mom’s busy 
footsteps. She is 
in Grade Five at 
Hans Helgesen 
Elementary 

as well as being an active player on the 
Rotten Apples roller derby team, when the 
Langfords Eagle Ridge arena is open. Soleil 
wants to begin online Zoom presentations 
featuring how-to cra�s for Metchosin kids 
ages four to ninety-seven. In their newly 
leased space at the Metchosin Arts and 
Cultural Centre, Soleil intends to cra� a line 
of bath bombs using healthy and sweet-
smelling ingredients. Soleil is also a member 
of the Beecher Bay Drum group. 

  Charla is a natural storyteller, a skill 
which she performs through various groups 
and organizations, including Hans Helgesen 
Elementary. From their studio, Charla is 
planning to go online with storytelling 
workshops and spoken word projects. Stand 
by with your pent-up poetry. �ere will be an 
opportunity to share! 

“Meet the newest tenants 
at the Metchosin Arts and 
Cultural Centre.”

Mushrooms Online
Kem Luther

Each autumn, for the past seven years, the 
Metchosin Biodiversity Project has hosted 
the MycoBlitz, an annual public survey 
and celebration of Metchosin’s marvel-
ous mushrooms. �e regular events of the 
Metchosin MycoBlitz couldn’t happen in 
this pandemic year. Still, the Metchosin 
Biodiversity Project managed an inventory 
of sorts. A project site was set up on iNatu-
ralist that gathered in all iNaturalist fungi 
observations (includes lichen observations) 
made within the bounds of the District of 
Metchosin from the beginning of September 
to the 9th of December. As people spot-
ted fungal fructi�cations and logged them 
on iNaturalist, the sightings automatically 
popped up on the project page. Curators 
reviewed these sightings and moved many 
of them over to the Metchosin Biodiversity 
database, raising our Metchosin species ac-
count to more than 2920 species (about 800 
of these species are fungi).

�e ten-week project accumulated 561 
observations from 44 di�erent observers, 
and represented about 230 distinct species. 
Interestingly, this species total exceeds the 
number found during typical non-pan-
demic MycoBlitzes.

You can view these 2020 observations at 
the iNaturalist project website. Links to the 
iNaturalist project can be found on the front 
page of metchosinbiodiversity.com.

One advantage of this new pandemic-
driven approach to counting is that the 
Metchosin species database is adding a 
wealth of GPS locations and mushroom 
pictures that are tied to speci�c sightings. 
In addition, having the records on iNatu-
ralist allows mycologists from all over BC 
and the US Paci�c Northwest to add their 
con�rmations (or discon�rmations) to the 
Metchosin species sightings.

Nine months of COVID-19 has brought 
a halt to many customary activities. Add the 
Metchosin MycoBlitz to the list of activities 
that the virus couldn’t stop.

A map of the mushroom/lichen observations in Metchosin during the
autumn of 2020. Photo courtesy iNaturalist
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• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel

CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4

 Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

4495 Happy Valley Road • 250.478.5150 • info@metchosinseniors.ca • www.metchosinseniors.ca

BECOME A LIFETIME MEMBER 
Metchosin Seniors’ Association is a non-pro�t society dedicated to help-
ing seniors and their families with support, connections, and services. Our 
mandate is to keep Metchosin age-friendly. Become a lifetime member for 
only $20. Your support helps keep Metchosin age-friendly and support the 
Seniors’ Resource Centre.  Go to www.metchoinseniors.ca for a member-
ship form. 

VOLUNTEER FOR MSA
Did you know that almost a quarter of the local population is aged 65 
or more? Consider volunteering to help seniors live independently in 
Metchosin. Volunteers are needed to drive seniors to appointments, make 
friendly visits, and help out at events. A small commitment of your time 
yields a huge contribution to the seniors in our community!  
Email info@metchosinseniors.ca to get involved.

USE A THRIFTY SMILE CARD
Shopping with a �ri�y Smile Card helps to support local seniors. Call the 
SRC at 250-478-5150 to order your �ri�y’s Smile card. We can arrange to 
deliver it to you. All you need to do is load your card at �ri�y’s and use 
it to pay for your groceries. Five percent of your total purchase goes to the 
Metchosin Seniors’ Association.

New Year’s Resolutions

Happy New Year! 
May 2021 Be Your & Our Best Year Yet!

WINTER HOURS
�e Seniors’ Resource Centre will re-open a�er the holiday season on Monday, January 4. �e hours 
are Monday through �ursday, 12:00–4:00 pm. 

You are welcome to come to the SRC in person; please call 250-478-5150 to make an appointment. 
Sta�, board members and dedicated volunteers are responding to inquiries regarding resources avail-
able to keep seniors safe in their homes, professional service referrals, tech support, shopping services 
and drives to medical appointments.

Season’s Greetings from the Metchosin Seniors Board. Left to right: Helen Fletcher,  
Deirdre Chettleburgh and Carol Carman. Photo by Laurie Sthamann

Colin Sparks as interviewed by 
Shannon Carman

Climate change is something we 
know is coming, but we don’t re-
ally do anything about it. Maybe 
we think it’s tomorrow’s problem, 
or we think it’s just not going to 
be a big deal so then we just don’t 
think about it.

As a society we have made 
some changes in the right di-
rection, like setting targets on 
emissions and inventing more 
environmentally-friendly ways 
to do things. However, we don’t 
really see those things happening 
and it’s still far short of what really 
needs to be done. Here we are as 
a species, on the only planet we 
have, and we keep kicking the can 
down the road. If we continue, the 

e�ects will be so bad that most of 
the earth will not be habitable for 
life or for growing food by the end 
of the century. 

Metchosin needs to worry 
about these things for these rea-
sons. Fixing the costs of climate 
change damage now would be 
cheaper than just adapting, or 
moving inland, or going up north. 
�eir kids and grandkids will 
su�er and pay the price from 
the damage that we have helped 
cause. As the earth starts becom-
ing unsuitable for growing crops 
and human habitation in some 
areas like Central America and 
Continental Africa, there will be 
wars over water and farm land. 
People will �ee their countries 
or even the continent and go to 
cities looking for a job to feed 

themselves or their family. Crime 
will be high as people will be des-
perate to survive. Canada could 
see perhaps millions of refugees at 
our borders as other parts of the 
world collapse. Metchosin will not 
be immune to these changes.

To properly face up to climate 
change needs to be more than just 
having energy come from renew-
able resources and having electric 
vehicles. When we buy things, we 
need to look at where the product 
is from; research the companies 
and their environmental track 
record; put pressure on companies 
that are doing damage and that 
only go a�er pro�ts at all costs. 
Consider paying more, if we can, 
for better quality things – and de-
mand a�ordable options for those 
who can’t a�ord to pay more.

It’s a real shame that we’re 
still building more pipelines, and 
acquiring our energy from fossil 
fuels when that money could go 
towards greener infrastructure. 
We shouldn’t keep adding to an 
industry that we’re supposed to 
be moving away from, especially 
if Canada is going to meet its 
climate targets. And those targets 
don’t even go far enough; they are 
still too little. Businesses and gov-
ernments doing little changes here 
and there is not going to make 
the problem go away. We need big 
changes now, and fast. Although 
all this might seem a bit negative, 
I’ve just been very worried about 
this world I’m going to have to live 
in, and at the moment, it is not 
looking good at all.  

HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTED 
VIDEOS TO WATCH:
• Why act now? 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=R4Y5wGJJ4oU

• Is the weather actually becom-
ing more extreme? 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NCPTbfQyMt8

• Why is 1.5 degrees such a big 
deal? 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FawSxPJsloQ

• �e state of the climate crisis 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=k1oPVp63eNk

Our Gloomy 
Future of 
Doom!
A 15-year-old Metchosin  
student’s perspective

http://www.metchoinseniors.ca
mailto:info@metchosinseniors.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4Y5wGJJ4oU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4Y5wGJJ4oU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCPTbfQyMt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCPTbfQyMt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FawSxPJsloQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FawSxPJsloQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1oPVp63eNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1oPVp63eNk
mailto:info@metchosinseniors.ca
http://www.metchosinseniors.ca
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www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Metchosin  
Community House  

4430 Happy Valley Road 

 Info: 250-478-5155 
Email: mcahouse@telus.net  

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

METCHOSIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (MCA)  
COVID-19 HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDELINES  

UPDATE DECEMBER 7, 2020
In response to the province-wide restrictions ordered on December 7, 2020, the MCA has made the fol-
lowing changes to its plan. �ese changes will be in e�ect immediately and will be revisited on  
January 8, 2021.

• Community events and programs taking place in the Community House are canceled. 
• �e exception to this includes the VIHA Adult Day Program as this program is  

permitted under the current provincial order.
• No private rentals will be permitted or booked for the period of  

November 19, 2020 to January 8, 2021.  
• Masks are required by anyone entering the Community House.  
• �e viewing of Art on the Wall is suspended.

ONGOING  
PROGRAMS:
MONDAYS

Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult 
Day Program – 9:00 am–3:30 pm. Contact 
Mobile program coordinator Ken Hillicke at 
250-213-2440. 

TUESDAYS

Drop In Painters Art Group. �is friendly and 
supportive group of artists and hobbyists meets 
Tuesday mornings 9:30 am–noon at the MCA 
House. Everyone is welcome. We are limited to 
the number of people that can attend in this time 
of COVID-19 so, if you would like to join the 
group, please contact Arlene at 250-391-7905. 
Will restart based on the Health Order a�er 
January 8, 2021.

WEDNESDAYS

Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day 
Program 9:00 am–3:30 pm (see Monday for 
details). 

FRIDAYS

Ukulele Gathering 5:00–6:30pm, 3rd Friday of 
each month. Tell all your ukulele-playing students, 
friends, and relatives! Open to community mem-
bers of all ages and levels of talent. We are limited 
to the number of people that can attend in this 
time of COVID-19 so if you would like to join the 
group please contact Margaretha at  
memetopia@shaw.ca. Bring a ukulele, capo, tuner, 
music stand, and a few songs you are willing to 
share/lead/teach with appropriate song sheets for 
others, if not from songbook below. Suggested 
songbook: Jumpin’ Jim’s Daily Ukulele (as a base 
resource to work from) if you have it. Will restart 
based on the health order a�er January 8, 2021.

EVENTS:
No Viewings at this time.
Art On �e Walls: April – Doug Gilbert in col-
laboration with the Metchosin School Museum 
Society has compiled and organized a show of 
18 historic photographs of Metchosin dating 
back to the early 1900s. �ey are hanging on 
the Community House walls for all to come and 
enjoy. Viewing times are limited to Tuesday 9:00 
am–1:00 pm due to the strict numbers of people 
allowed in the House in this time of COVID-19. 
Please call ahead to ensure we can accommodate 
your viewing request. You will be required to wear 
a mask and sign in on our contact tracing binder. 
�e Art on the Walls program o�ers the House as 
a wonderful venue for artists to show and display 
their works. For more information, please call 
250-478-5155. 

METCHOSIN COMMUNITY HOUSE
O�ce closure dates for Christmas & New Year
�e MCHouse will be operating as usual with 
regard to the rentals that have been booked. See 
online calendar at  
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com,  
however the MCH O�ce will be closed  
December 21,2020 – January 4, 2021

HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Thank you to all essential  
workers for your continued 
efforts to keep others safe, 
healthy, and fed during the 

COVID-19 pandemic

MP Randall Garrison
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke

250-405-6550
randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca

Essential Workers Ad Metchosin Muse.indd   1 2020-04-22   10:37 AM

MY-CHOSENCafé

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

250-474-2333

Come in and experience our 
quaint country atmosphere 
and our hearty portions of 
great home-cooked foods!

MY-CHOSEN 

PIZZA
Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays 

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays 

Pickup after noon, 
delivery after 4pm

250-474-5576

Working 
for our  
community

Mitzi Dean 
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885 
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road 
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
MitziDean.ca

MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd   1 2018-04-12   2:26 PM
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RCMP Call-Outs 
NOVEMBER 15 – DECEMBER 12, 2020
Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore

Nov 1 Sooke Road  
– Open Burn  
– General

Nov 2 Chalister Court  
– Medical

Nov 3 William Head Road  
– Medical

 Taylor Road  
– Hydro  
– Tree on Lines

Nov 4 East Sooke  
– Assistance  
– Public Works

 Rocky Point Road  
– Hydro  
– Tree on Lines

Nov 5 Glen Forest Way  
– Medical

Nov 6 Metchosin Road 
– MVI

Nov 7 No location specified 
– Open Burn 
– General 

Nov 8 Kangaroo Road 
– Assistance 
– Public 
Works 

 La Bonne Road 
– Medical 

Nov 9 Eales Road 
– Medical

Nov 10  No location specified 
– Rescue 
– Search 

Nov 11  Happy Valley Road 
– Assistance 
– General Public 
Aquarius Road 
– Open Burn 
– General

 Sooke Road 
– MVI

Nov 12  Sooke Road 
– Vehicle Fire

Nov 13  East Sooke 
– Medical

 Millstream Lake 
– Hydro 
– Fire

 Lombard Drive 
– Assistance 
– Public Works

Nov 14  Sutiacum Road,  
East Sooke 
– Medical

 Sooke Road 
– MVI

 Sooke Road 
– MVI

 Mary Hill Place 
– Medical

Nov 15  Pedder Bay Drive 
– Medical

Nov 16  Kangaroo Road 
– Assistance 
– Public Works 

 Sutiacum Road, 
East Sooke 
– Medical 

Nov 18  Happy Valley Road 
– Alarm Bells 
– Commercial

Nov 21  No location specified 
– Beach Fire 

Nov 22  Parry Cross Road 
– Medical

Nov 26  Alderbrook Ranch 
Road 
– SFRes 
– Smoke/Smell in 
Structure

Nov 27  Happy Valley Road 
– Test Call

Nov 28  Lindholm Road 
– Open Burn 
– General

Nov 29  Sooke Road 
– Medical

Nov 30 Duke Road 
– Hydro 
– Lines Down

 Circle Drive 
– Assistance 
– Public Works

 Barrow Road 
– Hydro 
– Lines Down

 Impala Road 
– Hydro 
– Tree on Lines

Fire Department 
Call-Outs NOVEMBER 2020    
Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop Check out the Metchosin Fire Department 
on Facebook or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlopNov 16 Sooke Road  

– Complaint of large 
pot hole on Sooke 
Road.

Nov 17 Rocky Point Road area  
– Complaint of 
domestic dispute, one 
person arrested for 
assault. Investigation 
continuing.

Nov 18  Pearson College Drive  
– Complaint of two 
males causing mischief 
to gate on property, 
male suspects not 
located.  

Nov 19 Duke Road  
– Complaint of possible 
prowler on private 
property, suspect not 
located. 

 Happy Valley Road  
– Complaint of threats 
made, persons involved 
in civil dispute.

 Rocky Point Road  
– Complaint of speed-
ing vehicles in school 
zone, patrols requested.  

Nov 20 William Head Road  
– Request to check 
well being of a person, 
located safe. 

 East Sooke Road  
– Two vehicle collision, 
rear ender, no injuries.

Nov 21 Happy Valley Road area  
– Complaint of threats 
to a person, ongoing 
investigation.

 William Head Road  
– Complaint of possible 
impaired driver, ve-
hicle located and driver 
found to be sober.

Nov 22 East Sooke Road  
– Complaint of loud 
party, nothing located.

Nov 23 Metchosin Road  
– Single vehicle colli-
sion, vehicle ran into 
power pole but driver 
le� prior to police 
attendance.

Nov 24 Rocky Point Road area  
– Complaint of a per-
son being a victim of 
computer fraud.

Nov 25 Wootton Road  
– Complaint of a 
suspicious male in the 
area observed covered 
in mud and walking in 

sock feet.  Patrols failed 
to locate the male.

Nov 26 Kangaroo Road  
– Complaint of land-
lord/tenant dispute.

Nov 27 Ne� Road  
– Stolen ATV ve-
hicle, located at a 
residence, investigation 
continuing.

Nov 28 Sooke Road  
– Complaint of vehicle 
being driven in an er-
ratic manner.

 Witty’s Beach  
– Request to check well 
being of a person, not 
located.

 Farhill Road  
– Complaint of a dis-
turbance, three youths 
given verbal warning. 

Nov 29 William Head Road area  
– Complaint of a pos-
sible impaired driver, 
vehicle not located. 

Nov 30 Rocky Point Road  
– Ongoing complaints 
of speeding vehicles.  
Patrols requested.    

 Metchosin Road area  
– Complaint of distur-
bance at a residence; 
one person removed.

 Duke Road  
– Complaint of domes-
tic dispute, ongoing 
investigation.

 Sooke Road  
– Single vehicle acci-
dent, vehicle into ditch, 
no injuries.

Dec 1 Duke Road area  
– Complaint of possible 
impaired driver, vehicle 
not located.

 Kangaroo Road  
– Complaint of single 
vehicle accident, no 
injuries.

Dec 2 Badger Place  
– Complaint of single 
vehicle accident, vehicle 
into ditch, no injuries.  

 Duke Road area 
– Complaint of suspi-
cious vehicle, vehicle 
located parked, driver 
not located.    

Dec 4 Sooke Road  
– Complaint of erratic 
driver westbound, 
vehicle not located.

Dec 5 Pedder Bay Road  
– Complaint of distur-
bance/�ght involving 
a number of people, 
several people spoken 
to but no criminal 
charges.

Dec 6 Rocky Point Road area  
– Complaint of person 
in breach of court 
order, investigation 
continuing.

 Tower Point  
– Complaint of suspi-
cious person/vehicle.  
Determined to be a 
homeless person living 
out of his vehicle. 

Dec 7 Kangaroo Road  
– Complaint of motor 
vehicle accident, no 
injuries, one person 
arrested for impaired 
driving and causing a 
disturbance.

Dec 8 Winfall Road  
– Complaint of suspi-
cious vehicle/persons.  
Driver later located and 
identi�ed.  

Dec 9 Sooke Road  
– Complaint of vehicle 
being driven erratically, 
vehicle not located.

Dec 10 Sooke Road  
– Complaint of vehicle 
being driven erratically, 
vehicle not located, 
Sooke RCMP advised.

 Metchosin Road 
– Single vehicle ac-
cident, no injuries.

Dec 11 Witty’s Lagoon  
– Assistance provided 
to Victoria Police for 
a check welfare of a 
person.  Person later 
located in Saanich.

 Aquarius Road  
– Complaint of suspi-
cious person driving a 
U-Haul truck.  Patrols 
failed to locate vehicle.  

 Kangaroo Road  
– Complaint of a 
vehicle being driven 
erratically.  Vehicle later 
located at the registered 
owner’s residence.   

 Sooke Road  
– Complaint of a 
vehicle being driven 
erratically West bound.  
Patrols failed to locate 
vehicle.  

Ministry of Mask Management
Charmaine Welch

Who knew we would be living in 
such a di�erent world for so long? 
When the idea of COVID-19 �rst 
burst into our lives, I guesstimated 
we would be able to get on with 
our regular lives in a month or 
two. Wrong.

My month-long cloth mask 
making project has morphed into a 
daily full-time existence, which has 
consumed much of my time since 
March. I have learned much with 
many small sewing evolutionary 
steps along my masking path. As 
new information has been revealed, 
and new products have presented 
themselves, my reusable masks have 
come a long way baby! �e masks 
I am now making look high-tech, 
compared to my �rst version.

�e happiest and most necessary 
change with masks is that many 
people now sport them! And the 
masks are better �tting, generally, 
than the �rst mask generation. As 

a Mom and Granny, I was always 
suppressing an urge to rip o� the 
droopy masks worn by some people 
and sew in a well-placed dart or 
two. We now know the mask has 
to conform well to the face to 
confound those sneaky COVID 
invaders!

Doing mask composition 
research online has been confus-
ing and contradictory. At �rst, it 
was that two layers of cotton was 
required. Silk was touted as a great 
barrier. �e latest report suggested 
silk didn’t test well as a COVID 
confronting fabric. Elastic was 
practically impossible to buy, as the 
supply was rightly being funnelled 
into commercial masks. 

We mask makers got very cre-
ative with many di�erent ear loop 
solutions. Hair elastics, cotton bias 
binding, shoelaces and polyester 
hair bands were being pressed into 
mask service. Now we have so� 
and very comfortable adjustable ear 
elastics readily available.

And SO many di�erent designs 
of masks! Pleated, Ninja, 3D and 
cup style to name a few. I loved 
making the cup style early on, but 
realized it didn’t cover enough of 
the face to be as e�ective as many 
of the other styles. As faces aren’t all 
the same size, some trial and error 
may be necessary to get your best 
�tting mask version.

Initially my masks were only two 
layers, as I wasn’t a fan of the re-
movable �lter idea. I was concerned 
about the massive number of used 
�lters ending up in the land �ll. 
I realized I could sew the middle 
poly �lter in as a permanent �xture, 
thus circumventing expanding the 
garbage footprint. I don’t know if 
masks will continue evolving...I 
expect so. �e one thing I do know 
is they are here for a long while yet.

One last thing. Owning a mask 
is di�erent than wearing one. �e 
mask in your pocket does not pro-
tect anyone. Wear your mask. �e 
life you save might be YOURS!

Mike Hornick of True Line Contracting presents a cheque for 
$7,500.00 to the Metchosin Museum Society as a contribution to 
the successful rehabilitation work on the Metchosin School House 
Museum. The Society is most appreciative and thankful for the 
donation. From left to right: Mike Hornick, Bert Harrison and  
Jim Macpherson. Photo by Barb Sawatsky.
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Metchosin Directory

911 • Report a fire
• Report a crime
• Report an accident
• Save a life
• Imminent safety

Metchosin Fire Department:  
250-478-1307
Police (Non-Emergency): 
250-474-2264
Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032
District Office (office hours): 
250-474-3167

All Emergency Calls

AIR CADETS 
250-590-3690 
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com 
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC 
250-382-2052  
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM) 
metchosinaprm@gmail.com 
FB Metchosin APRM 
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON 
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
250-478-2387 
ikmcken@islandnet.com 
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS 
250-478-3344 
crdparks@crd.bc.ca  
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
FREE RANGE SINGERS 
250-478-3319 
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA  
(Metchosin and Colwood) 
250-478-5484  
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA 
250-727-4384
METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB 
metchosin4h@gmail.com 
www.metchosin4h.com
METCHOSIN ARTPOD 
metchosinartpod@gmail.com  
metchosinartpod.ca/
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL 
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA) 
info@metchosinartcentre.ca  
www.metchosinartcentre.ca 
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE 
250-478-5155  
mcahouse@telus.net  
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com 
METCHOSIN COUNCIL 
250-474-3167 
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca 
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB 
250-474-4601 
www.victoriacricket.com 
FB MetchosinCricketClub

METCHOSIN EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS 
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on 
146.550. POD members can call FRS 
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1 
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY 
250-478-2374 
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com 
mesmetchosin.com
METCHOSIN FOUNDATION 
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca 
http://metchosinfoundation.ca
METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB 
250-360-7557
METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY 
250-478-6424  
http://metchosinhall.com/
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB 
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES 
COOPERATIVE (MISC) 
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY 
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989 
School Museum, 250-478-0765 
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB 
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL 
250-478-9241  
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com 
www.metchosinpreschool.com 
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com 
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE 
metchosin.sar@gmail.com 
http://www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/ 
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ INFORMATION 
& RESOURCE CENTRE 
250-478-5150, msirc@shaw.ca  
www.metchosinseniors.ca
MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION 
SOCIETY 
250-642-0238
NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM  
(POD Leaders) 
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966 
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES 
ASSOCIATION 
345 Wale Road, Colwood 
250-886-2481 
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org

ROUGH VOICE SINGERS 
250-478-0553
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91, 
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary  
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA 
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS 
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
Shelby Quissy 
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL 
250-478-2286 
info@westshorearts.org  
www.westshorearts.org 
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY  
CONCERT BAND 
250-474-3999  
info@westshoreband.org 
www.westshoreband.org
WEST SHORE PARKS AND 
RECREATION 
250-478-8384  
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB  
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com 
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS 
BAHA’I FAITH  
250-514-1757 
GORDON UNITED CHURCH 
250-478-6632 
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
250-727-3722 
OPEN GATE CHURCH  
Anglican Network 
250-590-6736 
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN  
Anglican Church of Canada  
250-474-4119  
stmarysmetchosin.ca 
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH 
250-478-8066  
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
THE SALVATION ARMY 
250-474-5967 
www.westsong.ca

Wild ARC 
Recipient of 
Annual Gratitude 
Award
Nan Hsieh

Every November the Baha’i 
Community of Metchosin presents 
its Annual Gratitude Award to a 
deserving group or individual in 
recognition of their services to our 
community. �is year’s recipi-
ent is SPCA’s Wild ARC (Animal 
Rehabilitation Center). Located in 
the heart of Metchosin, Wild ARC 
has been part of our Metchosin 
community for many years and 
attributes much of its success to its 
numerous volunteers who assist 
with care of the nearly 140 dif-
ferent species that come through 
Wild ARC each year. Each species 
is provided with a specialized diet 
and habitat, which is no simple 
task, and the ultimate goal is to 
release back into the wild. Such a 
valuable service!

�is year due to the current 
COVID-19 restrictions we were 
unable to host our Gratitude 
evening to celebrate Wild ARC’s 
achievement and so instead, a 
small group of our members went 
to Wild ARC to present the award 
and to give the donations from 
our children and junior youth 
classes. Yes, we all respected social 
distancing protocol in a brief 
outdoor presentation. �e children 

from our Children’s classes had 
learned how to make pillowcases 
and presented Wild ARC with 
newly stitched pillowcases used for 
calming animals and preventing 
injury. �e junior youth program 
had gone to the Wild ARC website 
and collected a variety of items 
listed as needs by Wild ARC and 
presented those as well as a box 
of painted rocks on the theme of 
animal protection which we have 
been told are very popular.

Much of Wild ARC’s suc-
cess depends on donations. Our 
community presented a monetary 
donation to Wild ARC towards 
the support of their valuable 
services and we would invite 
you to consider contributing to 
this worthy organization. �e 
Wild ARC website outlines some 
creative and educational ways of 
involving youth and children in 
learning about and helping Wild 
ARC. Membership is only $15 and 
includes lots of perks.  
https://spca.bc.ca/donate/ 

�ank you, Wild ARC for all 
you do and for the warmth and ap-
preciation with which you all wel-
comed our group and donations. 
Special thanks to Barb Sawatsky 
for her expertise as o�cial photog-
rapher for this event.

Appropriately, the presentation ceremony for the Baha’i Annual 
Gratitude Award to Wild ARC was held outdoors. 

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Wild ARC is 
Westshore’s Favourite 
Non-Profit
Ginelle Smith 

�e BC SPCA’s Wild Animal 
Rehabilitation Centre (Wild ARC) 
was recently named ‘favourite 
non-pro�t’ by the Westshore 
Chamber of Commerce for the 
second year in a row. 

From October 26–29, 2020, the 
Westshore Chamber of Commerce 
and Goldstream Gazette held on-
line appreciation events to honour 
community groups and organiza-
tions for their signi�cant contribu-
tions to improve the quality of life 
in the Westshore.

Over 34,000 votes were cast 
across 44 categories with Wild 
ARC being voted into the top 
three for the favourite non-pro�t 
category alongside the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch #91 and 
Broken Promises Rescue. We want 
to congratulate the other nomi-
nees in this category as they all do 
incredible work in the community. 

2020 has been especially chal-
lenging for so many as every one 
of us has been impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Wild ARC 
is truly grateful for the incredible 
support of all of our amazing vol-
unteers, donors and sta� who have 

helped us to continue operating 
through these di�cult times. We 
have had almost the same number 
of patients admitted into care this 
year, as we have in previous years 
and have continued to operate 
throughout all of 2020 as an es-
sential service. We cannot thank 
the Metchosin community enough 
for all you do to make Wild ARC 
what it is. We would not be here 
without you.

We wish all of you a wonder-
ful holiday season and hope that 
you stay safe and healthy during 
this time. Until next year… Happy 
Holidays. 

Becky Meyer proudly displays Wild ARC’s award as the Westshore’s favourite nonprofit organization. 
Photo by Tara Thom
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That Was the 
Year That Was
2020 as the Muse 
Saw It, It’s Over, Let 
It Go! (Part 2)

First degree murder charges 
against the William Head Institution 
escapees headlined the July edition. 
Adapting to COVID-19 was the 
subject of many articles (on scout-
ing, a fund-raising gourmet dinner, 
the farmers’ market, local food se-
curity, ArtPod, and choral singing). 

But, as if to show that Metchosin 
had not lost sight of its core values 
and concerns, signi�cant space was 
also devoted to the news that Tansy 
Ragwort Day had blossomed into 
Invasive Species Week.

In September, a problem bear 
had been killing an alarming num-
ber of sheep and the Muse lent its 
support to Mayor Ranns’ e�orts to 
pressure the Province into chang-
ing their practice and allowing 
Conservation O�cers to use dogs 
in a fast-tracking response. By 
press-time, the Province had been 
persuaded to change its policy as 
requested. �e issue also included 
a report on the touching ceremony 

celebrating the presentation of the 
Community Service Award to Jan 
Poulin. We hoped that these stories 
demonstrated that the community 
was remaining active and caring in 
the face of adversity.

By October issue we seemed 
to be �nding the solid ground of 
‘normal’ Metchosin issues again. 
�e lead story on the coming of 
the Victoria College of Art to the 
old school facility brought credit to 
Council (especially Councillor Epp 
who has led the project) while, in 
contrast, articles on bylaw en-
forcement highlighted the lack of 
progress by the same Council on an 
issue which needed to be dealt with 

months ago. �e ‘�u clinic’, the clos-
ing of the Glenrosa Farm Restaurant 
and the local cricket team missing 
the playo�s were all stories of ‘regu-
lar life’ in Metchosin.

�e November issue contin-
ued the campaign to persuade the 
Province to restore the ability of our 
Fire Department to be informed 
about and respond to regular medi-
cal call outs. While Remembrance 
Day ceremonies were cancelled, 
articles on the drive-through 
Blackberry Festival and the ongoing 
renovations of the Pioneer Museum 
again showed that the pandemic 
may have limited but not crushed 
community life here in Metchosin.

�e concluding Muse edition of 
2020 re�ected the diversity of in-
terests we have tried to cover since 
our change in editorial policy: 
local political issues (the Sea Blu� 
Trail closure); local success stories 
(the �u clinic, and the My-Chosen 
Café winning three Westshore 
Awards); local human interest 
stories (the Patrick and Sylvia 
Hughes story) and ongoing local 
environment, arts and community 
organization related articles. 

2020 was a year to remember. 
We hope the Muse gave you some-
thing enjoyable to read and helped 
keep you positively engaged in this, 
our community.  

The brilliantly organized reopening of the Metchosin Farmers’ Market saw patient line-ups as everyone 
respected the 50 person limit in the market area. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Mohamed Zeid vaccinated nurse volunteer Bailey 
McLean, who promptly returned the favour at the very 
successful flu clinic. Photo by Krystal Panetta

 Mayor Ranns presents Jan Poulin with the 2020 
Community Service Award. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Jane Hammond (second from left) and the Glenrosa ‘family’. 
Photo by Jacqui Ferguson

And, in other news, since the sheep dogs are in self-isolation due to fears of COVID-19, 
sheep walking is all the rage this season. Photo by Scott Duff

Mayor Ranns reaches for royalty assisted by Councillor Little and 
Bob Burgis at the old school museum. Photo by Jim MacPherson


