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Pearson Alumnus, Geert Jan van Oldenborgh  
Dies, Age 57
Brian Geary | Nikola Menda, 
Pearson College UWC 
Communications

A former student of Pearson 
College UWC, who was a 
respected climate scientist and 
researcher, and who was recently 
named one of Time magazine’s 
Top 100 Most Influential People 
of 2021, died on October 12, 2021. 
He was diagnosed with multiple 
myeloma eight years ago and we 
understand that this was the cause 
of his death.

Together with fellow climate 
scientist Friederike Otto, Geert 
Jan van Oldenborgh was cited by 
renowned environmentalist Bill 
McKibben who wrote, “Thanks 
to Otto and van Oldenborgh and 
their colleagues at the World 
Weather Attribution Project, we 
can now speak much more confi-
dently. This summer, for instance, 
when a massive heat wave shat-
tered records across the Pacific 
Northwest, their team quickly 
issued a deep statistical analysis 
that concluded the soaring heat 
was ‘virtually impossible without 
human-caused climate change.’”

Speaking from Gouda in his 
native Netherlands, before his 
death, van Oldenborgh, who 
graduated from Pearson in 1980, 
said that his work and the project, 
“would have been much less 
successful without my Pearson 
College education!”

“This is a tremendous recogni-
tion for Geert and truly reflective 
of where we as a college have been 
and will continue to be as we 
educate and engage young people 
from around the world on the 
many positive ways they can in-
fluence and take action on climate 
justice,” said College President 
Craig Davis. “The record-breaking 

heat and drought on Vancouver 
Island and throughout British 
Columbia this year is another cli-
mate ‘canary in the coal mine’ that 
suggests Geert and his colleagues 
are spot on in their analyses.”

In an earlier interview, 
van Oldenborgh described how 
his Pearson education and social 
experience helped shape his 
career and lifelong passion for 
climate science. “I arrived as a 
typical nerdy student; excellent at 
academics but not all that good 
in social interactions! On campus 
I learned communication skills 
with people from different cul-
tures and communication styles, 
which served me well in working 
in the international teams that 
are the rule in climate science 
projects. The Pearson experience 
made me much more aware of the 
wide world outside Europe and 
North America. In our work we 
try to address weather and climate 
extremes in all parts of the world 
so that we can answer the most 
relevant questions.”

“A good example is the 2013 
IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change – the UN 
body for assessing the science 
related to climate change) AR6 re-
port in which I was honoured to 
serve as Lead Author for Chapter 
11 and the Atlas. The other lesson 
learned was that of an inequal-
ity of access to resources in the 
world. This was one of the reasons 
for building the Climate Explorer 
website, to make sure that good 
scientists with mediocre internet 
access and computing facilities 
could still do good research.”

Inspired by alumni like 
Geert and energized by cur-
rent students, Pearson College 
UWC is currently developing a 
ground-breaking, pre-university 

Climate Action Leadership 
(CAL) Diploma program 
within the globally-recognized 
International Baccalaureate. “The 
CAL Diploma will empower 
our diverse cohort of students at 
a pivotal moment in their lives 
to find their place, power and 
purpose in the ecology of climate 
solutions,” said Davis.

“With a curriculum in-
formed by the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals together with 

a high understanding of global 
intersectional movements for 
change and solidarity, we believe 
it is imperative to equip our stu-
dents with agency through a solu-
tions-focused learning experience, 
that balances the ‘whys’ of what is 
happening with the ‘now what’ of 
action and impact, from com-
munity organizing to entrepre-
neurship, from scientific research 
to innovation, policy-making and 
advocacy, among others.”`

“Individuals like Geert and 
others from Pearson and schools 
around the world really pion-
eered the path of climate science 
and climate justice. We hope the 
development of our Climate Action 
Leadership Diploma program 
spurs many other committed young 
people to take up this mantle.”

The article was written before 
Geert’s unexpected death and 
edited by Allen Jones to acknow-
ledge his death.

Geert Jan van Oldenborgh.  
Photo provided by Pearson College

The Proposed Subdivision and Sale of the  
Boys and Girls Club Site
Johnny Carline

Two development issues re-
cently seized the attention of the 
Metchosin community. They 
were: the subdivision applica-
tion for, and potential sale of, 
the Boys and Girls Club site on 
Metchosin Road, and the poten-
tial use of aquifer 606 to provide 
water to industrial development 
on the land transferred from 
Metchosin to Langford in the 
2017 Reconciliation Agreement. I 
sat down with Mayor John Ranns 
and Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO) Lisa Urlacher to get an 
update on where these issues lie. 

This article deals with the first 
of these issues. Past editions of the 
Muse referenced in these articles 

can be accessed online at  
www.metchosinmuse.ca.

In 2020 the Boys and Girls 
Club decided that the programs 
they were running on the site 
were no longer sufficiently vi-
able and that subdividing their 
Metchosin Road site (popularly 
known as the “Boys and Girls 
Club” site or the “Metchosin 
Wilderness Camp”) into two 
parcels and selling a resulting 40-
acre parcel would be in their best 
interests. This surfaced in 2021 
(see Muse of January, 2021) and 
provoked a storm of public pro-
test (see Muse of March, 2021).

Metchosin Council reacted 
quickly and, in March, passed an 
amendment to the land use bylaw 
establishing a minimum lot size 
for any such subdivision of the 

site. (See Muse of April, 2021). 
However, under Provincial law, 
this amendment would not come 
into effect for one year from the 
date of adoption. The Boys and 
Girls Club reacted by submitting 
a second subdivision application 
to divide the proposed 40-acre 
parcel into seven lots. Public 
protests continued. (See Muse of 
May, 2021).

In June, the Times-Colonist 
reported that a conditional offer 
of purchase for the entire site, 
by “The Thriving Roots Group”, 
led by a wilderness school of 
that name, had been accepted. A 
week later that group conducted 
a public zoom meeting to ex-
plain their proposal. (See Muse 
of July/August 2021). To many, 
it appeared to accord reasonably 

closely to what would be accept-
able to the community. However, 
the group conceded that it had 
a way to go to raise the funds 
required for the purchase. 

Since then, little seems to have 
happened. The two subdivisions 
are still with Metchosin’s CAO 
(who is the subdivision approving 
officer) to establish whether they 
meet the District’s requirements. 
They will likely be approved or 
denied separately. There ap-
pears to have been at least one 
extension to the deadlines in the 
purchase agreement between 
the Boys and Girls Club and the 
Thriving Roots Group but no 
word on whether this or any other 
offer for the property has been 
finally concluded.

Should the two-lot subdivi-
sion be approved, which is not 
improbable, then, according to 
Mayor Ranns, the likely impact 
on development density would 
be simply the increase from one 
to two dwellings on the entire site 
(one on each lot). The seven-
lot subdivision proposal would 
obviously have a proportionately 
greater potential impact but, by 
the same token, likely faces more 
challenges in obtaining approval. 
If this subdivision is not approved 
and completed by March, 2022, 
the land use bylaw amendment 
will come into force and essen-
tially nullify this and any other 
similar future application that 
does not meet the revised mini-
mum lot size.

Development Issues Update #1  

Turn Your  
Clocks Back 

Sunday,  
November 7
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magnify the .pdf files to a comfortable reading size. The current issue 
and issues from the past year are there, along with contact informa-
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For more information please contact 
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Payment in advance preferably by 
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250-590-0168, 
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All photos submitted to the Muse should be 

 in jpg or tif format only. Please do not send  

photos in word processing documents. 

Winter Roads

Please remember that ice control and snow plough service is provided on a priority route basis with 
Happy Valley, Metchosin, William Head, Rocky Point and Kangaroo Roads being top priority.  Next are 
school bus and BC Transit routes, followed by all other roads.

Help Us and Be Prepared

• Equip your vehicles with good winter tires, carry chains. All-season tires lose their pliability and trac-
tion at seven degrees Celsius.

• Avoid parking vehicles on the road or paved shoulders at all times during the winter.  Clear snow from 
your driveway to allow for parking. Roads with vehicles parked on them may not be ploughed.

• Clear snow to the left side of your driveway (facing in) where it meets the road to minimize the amount 
of snow pushed back into your driveway when the ploughs pass.

• If you have an urgent medical appointment or are a medical professional needing to get to work, call 
the Emergency Program Coordinator at the Metchosin Fire Hall at 250-478-1307; or after hours, 
Langford dispatch at 250-478-9555 and ask for the Metchosin duty officer to be paged.

No Soil Permit Delivery

Property owners are reminded that, from November 1 to April 30, soil delivery is restricted in order to 
lessen the wear and tear on Metchosin roads during the wet, winter months.  Limited amounts of fill 
may be permitted in some areas, depending on the amount and location of your property. Contact staff 
to find out the requirements for dumping fill during these months.

Is Your Civic Address Visible? 

Help emergency services find your home in the dark months of winter by making your civic address sign 
visible from the roadway. The best signs have large reflective numbers. Be sure that trees, brush, snow 
and other obstructions are cleared away

District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – November 2021

Please see meeting dates and times for the upcoming month. Meetings are held via Zoom unless oth-
erwise stated. All meetings begin at 7:00 pm. Due to COVID-19 restrictions - meetings are subject to 
cancellation. For updated information please refer to our website.

Healthy Community Advisory Select Committee ................................... Nov 3
Finance & Environment Committee ......................................................... Nov 8
Council Meeting ......................................................................... Inaugural Nov 8
Planning Committee .................................................................................. Nov 15
Parks Committee ........................................................................................ Nov 15
Public Works Committee .......................................................................... Nov 15
Parks & Trails Advisory Committee  ....................................................... Nov 16
Council Meeting ......................................................................................... Nov 22
Environmental Advisory Select Committee ........................................... Nov 23

Council News 
NOVEMBER 2021

Metchosin Municipal Hall
www.metchosin.ca 250-474-3167 – info@metchosin.ca

Letters to the Editor
The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of not more than 200 words. Your letter may be edited for 
style or length. Please email your letter to metchosinmuse@gmail.com (with electronic signature if possible). 
An address and telephone number are required but will not be published.  Letters to the editor express the 
views of the writer who is solely responsible for their content.

Metchosin Muse Helps Robbie  
find a New Home
My heartfelt thanks to the Metchosin Muse for including the ad and article Homeless at 70 in their September 
edition. The exposure you gave my situation prompted a kind couple to offer me accommodation on their 
beautiful property. Sincere thanks to them, as well, and to my awesome support team!

By the time this letter appears, I should be safely and comfortably settled in my new wifi-free home.
Robbie

Who is protecting the Aquifer?
I read with great interest the 
article by Selby Saluke and others 
regarding the Langford variance 
regarding the drilling of wells to 
supply industrial water supply to 
the industries on the land swap 
lands. I voted for the land swap 
with reservation, but thought it 
was a good deal for Metchosin. 
However, we seem to be at the 
mercy of the Langford Mayor’s 
friends.

Please correct me if I am 
wrong. Two members of the 
committee voted for a variance 
to drill wells instead of supply-
ing water from the CRD, didn’t 
they have a vested interest and/
or conflict of interest? When 
we voted on the original issue, 
wasn’t the intent that water for 
the industrial projects would be 
supplied by the CRD? In fact, we 
met at Metchosin District Hall 
some time ago with a hydrologist 

representing one of the indus-
tries, saying that for the CRD to 
supply water would cost around 
$6,000,000. 

OK, so why do they need a 
variance – they knew that cost? 
The only thing they needed to do 
was to work a deal with Langford 
and the CRD – drilling wells was 
not part of the deal (if it was, I 
would have never voted for it!)

R. Hopkins 
Metchosin
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Editor’s 
Musings

Made-In-Metchosin 

Mince Pies
A Metchosin Community Association Fundraiser

Delicious 8-Inch Pies 
$15

Pies are frozen unbaked; baking instructions included

Pre-order ONLY by November 10  
via 250-478-5155 or mcahouse@telus.net

Pick up Saturday, December 4, 10am–2pm 
Metchosin Community House parking lot,  

or by arrangement when ordering.

A huge shout out to Royal Bay Bakery, Colwood 
for creating the pastry

Thanks to locals who donated fresh tart apples  
to enhance the spicy mince

Metchosin Community House 4430 Happy Valley Road

PROPOSED BUSINESS PARK
3659 Sooke Road

Application to rezone within the District of Metchosin
 

For more information:
 

www.3659sookerd.com
 

info@3659sookerd.com
 

We welcome your questions and comments at
www.PlaceSpeak.com/3659sookerd

 

Allen Jones

Reading through this month’s 
issue it seems that the ‘v’ in vil-
lage must stand for ‘volunteers’. 
Metchosin functions largely be-
cause of the people willing to do-
nate their time and energy to the 
general good of the community. 
We have the Association for the 
Protection of Rural Metchosin, 
Metchosin Arts and Cultural 
Centre, Metchosin Community 
Association, the Seniors’ 
Association, the Equestrian 
Society, Museum Society, 
Metchosin Foundation, Garden 
Club, Metchosin Hall Society, 
Farmers’ Market Association, as 
well as numerous sports, religious 
and social activities. In addition, 
the roads, beaches and trails are 
improved, maintained and tidied 
by volunteers and where would 
we be without the 38 volun-
teer firefighters who respond to 

call-outs over 450 times a year. 
Perhaps a mention should be 
made of The Metchosin Muse that 
has recorded and advertised these 
local activities since 2003 with a 
trusty team of volunteers. Thanks 
are due to all who contribute to 
the day-to-day activities that make 
Metchosin a special place to those 
lucky enough to live here.

Sadly, we are also recording 
the death of a former student of 
Pearson College, Geert Jan van 
Oldenborgh. He was a world 
renowned activist for climate 
change and it is encouraging to 
hear of someone who knew his 
days on Earth were numbered but 
still had the energy to work for the 
future of the planet.

There are plenty of threats to 
face in Metchosin besides climate 
change. Developers are keen to 
turn land into profit. Aquifers 
need protecting, agreements need 
to be held to account and there 

are those who are dismissive of 
medical necessities. In the words 
of Gandhi, “There is sufficiency in 
this world for man’s needs but not 
for man’s greed”.

With Remembrance Day in 
November, it is time to recall all 
those who volunteered to fight 
the threat to freedom in countries 
far from these shores. We will 
remember them.

Other notable events in the 
calendar are Diwali, Veterans’ 
week, Hanukkah, the opening of 
the US border for non-essential 
travel and the end of Daylight 
Saving Time on the weekend of 
November 6/7. Clocks will fall 
back and days will be counted to 
Christmas.

P.S. In order to have letters 
and articles considered for the 
December issue, please note our 
deadline of November 12.

Development Issues Update #2  

Proposed Industrial Development on Aquifer 606 
Johnny Carline

In the January, 2017 referendum, 
Metchosin residents approved 
a complex land deal between 
Metchosin, Langford and Beecher 
Bay which included the transfer 
of some land from Metchosin to 
Langford, with the understand-
ing that it would be developed 
for residential and industrial use. 
(See February, 2017 Muse).

As the development of the land 
appears to be getting closer, the 
method of serving it with water 
has become a controversial issue. 
In 2017, it appeared that the 
intent was to serve the new de-
velopment with Capital Regional 
District (CRD) water and a sewer, 
which would have to be extended 
to the site. The principals in-
volved insist that this is still the 
intent. However, the question of 
how to fund the capital expendi-
ture needed to extend the CRD 
water system to the site compli-
cates the issue.

Mayor Ranns advises that the 
developer of the site is actually a 
company established by Beecher 
Bay, but experienced local devel-
opers Jim Hartshorne and Seamus 

Brennan are playing a strong 
role in guiding the process. The 
latter person informed the Muse 
(see Muse October, 2021) that in 
2017 an application was made to 
Langford for a variance permit 

allowing development to proceed 
accessing aquifers, including 
aquifer 606, which serves a very 
large area including Metchosin. 
This, he advised, was necessary 
to provide for the possibility of 
early development (using aquifers 
for a temporary water supply) to 
provide the funding to extend the 
CRD water system to the site.

In the absence of a senior 
government grant (unlikely), the 
only alternative would seem to be 

some arrangement with the CRD, 
possibly involving the redirec-
tion of ‘development cost charges’ 
which are normally levied on new 
development by local municipali-
ties, and possible loan arrange-

ments of some kind. We under-
stand that some conversations, 
possibly of that nature, have been 
and/or are occurring. They are, 
naturally, confidential and it may 
be no small understatement to say 
that the outcome is unclear. 

So, the relevant jurisdiction 
lies with the Province of British 
Columbia to whom the develop-
ers must apply for a license for 
any use of the aquifer for non-
residential use, including the 

regulation of the drilling of any 
wells. The Muse contacted the 
relevant Provincial Ministry staff 
and they advised that no such 
application has yet been received. 
They also provided the up-to-date 
regulatory procedures that govern 
any such application. They are 
extensive and include explicit pro-
cedures to ensure the protection 
of the aquifers.

One outstanding issue is the 
question of whether having moni-
toring wells in place is a necessary 
part of the process of being able 
to assure adequate protection of 
aquifer 606 and, if so, whether the 
Province has those wells in place 
or intends to put, or have them 
put, in place. The Province has 
been asked those questions but, in 
fairness, has not had enough time 
to respond before our publica-
tion deadline. It seems entirely 
possible that the answers to these 
questions will be negative, which 
will not reassure those concerned. 
On the other hand, it is clear that 
the Province is now well aware of 
local public concern over this spe-
cific issue and are unlikely to be 
anything but diligent in exercising 

their responsibility to protect 
aquifer 606. 

Speaking with Mayor Ranns 
on this issue, he felt it might be 
beneficial to all concerned if 
Provincial officials were invited 
to address Council in a public 
session so that the public could be 
informed and have their questions 
answered. He told the Muse that 
he would be recommending this 
action to Council.

“... it is clear that the Province 
is now well aware of local 

public concern over this 
specific issue ...”

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA 
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044

Nitrogen
Force Variance

Balancing

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
since 1980 

Reminder:

Metchosin Muse  
Advertising Rates  
will be increasing  

as of 
January 2022
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mailto:info@3659sookerd.com
http://www.PlaceSpeak.com/3659sookerd
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MY-CHOSENCafé

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

250-474-2333250-474-2333

Come in and experience our Come in and experience our 
quaint country atmosphere quaint country atmosphere 
and our hearty portions of and our hearty portions of 
great home-cooked foods!great home-cooked foods!

MY-CHOSEN MY-CHOSEN 

PIZZAPIZZA
Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays 

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays 

Pickup after noon, Pickup after noon, 
delivery after 4pmdelivery after 4pm

250-474-5576250-474-5576

Wild ARC

Metchosin ArtPod

Our Mighty Fine Seasonal 
Show and Sale
Elaine Hughes

November at Metchosin ArtPod 
will kick off with the second, an-
nual Mighty Fine Affordable Fine 
Arts and Crafts Show and Sale. We 
have invited a number of guest 
artists from the community to 
exhibit and sell their affordably-
priced fine arts and crafts, along 
with ArtPod members. The idea 
is to have most items for sale for 
under $100. 

This year we expect to have 17 
tables. Six will be from our regular 
members, who may also have some 
additional pieces in the gallery, 
and ten will be from guest artists 
from our surrounding Southern 
Vancouver Island communities. 
We also plan to have a youth table, 
exhibiting and selling art made by 
a variety of under-18 artists.

We are going to have a wide 
range of handcrafted items for 
you to see, admire and consider 

as gifts! Open dates and times are 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
from November 5 to December 
19, and then we have some extra 
opening hours from Wednesday, 
December 22 through Friday, 
December 24, 11:00 am–4:00 pm. 
Please remember to wear your 
masks at all times inside the gal-
lery and building hallways.

We will be closed for a seasonal 
break December 25 until January 
7, 2022. On January 7, our next 
show, Crossroads: Art in Response 
to our Earth in Crisis will begin. 
Right now our Call for Entries 
to the Crossroads show is open 
to artists and we will be taking 
entries until December 15. This 
show will feature art that ad-
dresses the current environmental 
emergencies we are facing. We are 
looking for art responding to these 
threats, from praise of the natural 
world to outrage at its destruction.

The Crossroads show will run 
from January 7 to February 27, 

2022. Our guest jurors and feature 
artists are Claire Kujundzic,  
www.claireart.ca and Bill Horne, 
http://bill-horne.net.  We also 
expect to have a Zoom opening 
for the show on January 8, and 
some workshops in January/
February, hopefully in-person, 
COVID permitting. Stay tuned for 
more news on our Facebook and 
website pages. 

Details regarding submissions 
to the Crossroads show, including 
process, cost and commissions are 
on our website at  
metchosinartpod.ca/submission- 
guidelines

Wrapping up the month, on 
October 31, is Connected, an 
ArtPod collective show featur-
ing Frank Mitchell. This exhibit 
includes a large puzzle piece 
with individual pieces created 
by each ArtPod member and a 
retrospective of Frank Mitchell 
self-portraits.

Sculptures by Memet Burnett for sale at the show.  
Photo by Memet Burnett

Goodbye to Tara at Wild ARC
Joannie Challenger

I first met Tara Thom in 2019, as 
she took on the role of assistant 
manager at Wild ARC (Wild 
Animal Rehabilitation Centre) in 
Metchosin. She was bubbling with 
enthusiasm at the time, brimming 
with positive energy, which she 
would need as she took on the 
demanding role. 

Never a glamorous job, it 
would involve ensuring that the 
mountains of laundry got cleaned, 
cages were sanitized and animals 
received the best care possible. It 
was not a job that could just be 
left behind when you returned 
home at the end of the day. As 
well as training and coordinating 
volunteers and working with the 
wildlife rehabbers, she was re-
sponsible for supporting the man-
ager, looking after maintenance 

and making communication 
updates, such as writing monthly 
articles for the Muse.

“It has been challenging find-
ing volunteers who are able to 
commit their time on a weekly 
basis, especially during COVID,” 
Tara commented. “Our interna-
tional students couldn’t come to 
assist us, and the necessary health 
guidelines impacted our train-
ing programs. One of my greatest 
satisfactions, though, has been 
how successful our fundraising 
has been. Although we couldn’t 
have traditional fundraisers, such 
as our annual Open House, our 
Wildlife in Focus photography 
contest earned $34,000, which 
was really needed.”

“It is an honour to work among 
such dedicated, hard-working 
staff and volunteers – they have 
inspired me. Not coming from a 

medical background, I’ve learned 
a lot about animals! It truly takes 
a village to ensure that Wild ARC 
functions well,” Tara commented. 
To the community of Metchosin 
she says, “You are one of a kind; 
you have been so generous in 
providing browse (leaves and 
branches) and enrichment items 
for the animals. When we needed 
a fridge, one appeared! Also, 
our Friends of Earth award from 
Metchosin was so appreciated.”

Now Tara has made the dif-
ficult decision to leave Wild ARC, 
and by the time you read this 
there will be a new assistant man-
ager in place. As she contemplates 
new adventures – possibly a trip 
to India to work with victims of 
human trafficking – Tara’s bubbly, 
infectious energy will be an asset 
wherever she lands. Best wishes 
Tara, as you pursue new goals. Tara busy sanitizing animal cages. Photo by Joannie Challenger

http://bill-horne.net/.
http://metchosinartpod.ca/submission-guidelines/
http://metchosinartpod.ca/submission-guidelines/
mailto:@gmail.com
mailto:shwnbrwn@icloud.com
http://www.mychosencafe.com
http://www.claireart.ca
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Metchosin Foundation AGM
Valerie Jaeger

The Metchosin Foundation AGM 
Zoom room discussion, held on 
September 19, was described by 
various attendees as “convivial, 
energized, optimistic and intelli-
gent.” An annual general meeting 
is necessary to conduct certain 
business but, just as importantly, 
it provides an opportunity to 
bring members up to date on 
activities undertaken during the 
past year, to discuss challenges 
facing the organization, and to al-
low those who support the vision 
and mission of the Foundation 
to discuss potential solutions 
and future directions. This year’s 
meeting was a collaborative effort 
of the entire board, with all direc-
tors actively participating. 

Holding tightly to its vision of 
‘Healthy lands and waters – the 
foundation for a healthy commu-
nity’, the Metchosin Foundation 
works within its mandate to edu-
cate, engage and inspire residents 
and visitors to Metchosin.

Twenty-two members and 
supporters heard updates on 
the Foundation’s multi-year 
projects: specifically the Insect 
Biomass Study, Moralea Meadow 
Restoration Project, Scholarships 
and ArtyBird Cards. All of these 
projects have been subjects of 
articles in The Muse during the 
course of the last twelve months. 
Gretchen Markle’s creation of the 
printed word and pen and ink 
drawings, ‘A Journey. A Journal’, 
was financially supported by 
the Foundation through three 
successive printings and was 
extremely well received. AGM 
attendees were introduced to re-
cent projects including: financial 
support for native plants needed 
for the Butterfly Flyway project 
(an initiative of the David Suzuki 
Foundation) at local schools and 
youth groups, sponsorship of a 
study of Metchosin watersheds 
and their mapping and, most 
recently, financial and logistical 
support for a ground-breaking 
study on the mycorrhizal fungi 
relationships in Garry oak mead-
ows. This latest project, involv-
ing UVic faculty and students, 
the Habitat Acquisition Trust 
(HAT), and BC bestseller list 
authors Kem Luther and Andy 
McKinnon, is in its very early 
stages and will be the subject of a 
future Muse article.

Recognizing that ‘how’ we do 
things is just as important to suc-
cess and sustainability as ‘what’ we 
do, the directors dedicated time 
at this year’s AGM to focus on 
financial underpinnings, engage-
ment strategies and development 
of partnerships. The Foundation is 
in a healthy financial position with 
assets and income sufficient to sup-
port current projects. To date, how-
ever, income has not been sufficient 
to support major projects such as 
land acquisition or establishment of 
multiple conservation covenants. 

In 2021, the Foundation 
received a very generous dona-
tion from Metchosin resident 
Vio Mitchell and the Gates 
Foundation. We were also 
successful in securing a grant 
from the Victoria Foundation 
through its Community Recovery 
Program. The Metchosin 
Foundation Stewardship 
Fund, managed by the Victoria 
Foundation, now stands at over 
$50,000. The principal of this 
fund remains in perpetuity but 
the income from this investment 
is now sufficient to cover all 
our current operating expenses, 

thereby ensuring that every dollar 
donated to the Foundation can be 
applied to programming.

Communications have been 
highlighted this year through 
monthly articles in The Muse and 
a spring newsletter circulated 
online to over 100 supporters. 
The strategic partnerships of 
the Metchosin Foundation are 
many. During the past year, the 
Foundation has been proud to 
engage meaningfully with the fol-
lowing: UVic, ArtPod, MACCA, 
Rocky Point Bird Observatory, 
Beecher Bay Learning Centre, 
Pearson College, Saanich 
Native Plants, HAT, The Land 
Conservancy of BC, The Victoria 
Foundation, The Bateman 
Foundation, and Vancity 
Community Foundation.

In lieu of a guest speaker, 
the directors decided to use the 

opportunity presented by this 
AGM to learn from the combined 
wisdom of the assembled mem-
bers and supporters. A generative 
discussion, which provided valu-
able food for thought and possible 
directions for action, centred on 
resource allocations and strategic 
directions.

The Foundation’s greatest 
strength is that it is intimately 
local. The Foundation is grateful 
to all its members, supporters, 
and partners and to all those in 
Metchosin who actively care for 
our lands and waters. Nothing 
is more important to our overall 
wellbeing than the environment 
in which we live, learn, work and 
play. There is much to be done. 
With the support of the commu-
nity, the Metchosin Foundation 
looks forward to reporting back 
next year.

Working
for our 
community

Hon. Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd   1 2018-04-12   2:26 PM

Dr. Berch and Rachel Wilt from UVic extract root and soil samples 
from Sea Bluff Garry oak grove. Photo by Carol Voyt

Memet Burnett describing the joint efforts of Metchosin Artpod, 
Rocky Point Bird Observatory and the Metchosin Foundation.  

Photo by Carol Voyt

“The Foundation’s greatest 
strength is that it is 
intimately local. ”

mailto:Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
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Metchosin Flu Clinic
Laurie Sthamann – MSA 
Coordinator

In November Metchosin’s Fire 
Department, the Metchosin 
Seniors’ Association (MSA), 
Pharmacist, Mohamed Zeid 
(Pharmasave in Sooke), and 
many volunteers will be working 
together to offer a flu clinic in 
Metchosin. The clinic will take 
place in the Instinct Training 
classrooms of the Old Metchosin 
Elementary School gym, 4495 
Happy Valley Road.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 AND 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
8:00 AM–NOON AND  
3:00–7:00 PM. 

No appointments or reserva-
tions are needed. Seniors will be 
given priority at the morning clin-
ics, 8:00 am to noon. If you need 
a ride please contact the Seniors’ 
Resource Centre, 250-478-5150.
• Parking will be available in the 

lot beside the Metchosin School 
Museum.

• Watch for signs directing you 
to enter through the gym doors 
on the west side of the school. 
Those coming to the clinic will 
line up in the gym prior to pro-
ceeding to their vaccinations. 

• Parking for those with mobility 
issues will be available adjacent 
to the ramped entrance located 
next to the gym doors.

• Please wear a mask and follow 
physical distancing protocol.

• Please bring your BC Services 
Card with your personal health 
number.

• Please do not come to the 
clinic if you are experiencing 
any symptoms of COVID-19 
including fever, cough, tired-
ness, loss of taste or smell, chest 
pain, or shortness of breath.

• If you have had a COVID vac-
cination within the two weeks 
prior to the Metchosin Flu 
Clinic (November 2 or 3) you 
will be advised to wait until two 
clear weeks have elapsed and 
then follow up with your health 
care provider or pharmacist for 
the vaccination.

THE 2021/22 INFLUENZA 
VACCINE IS PROVIDED FREE 
TO ANYONE OLDER THAN 
6 MONTHS WHO WISHES 
TO REDUCE THEIR RISK OF 
INFLUENZA.
• All information is at the BC 

CDC at https://bit.ly/3pICF9N
• If you have any questions about 

the vaccine, please contact: 
• Your health care provider, 
• West Shore Community 

Health, 250-519-3490, 
• Your pharmacy, 
• or dial 811. 

For any questions about the 
clinic please call the Metchosin 
Seniors’ Centre: 250-478-5150.

                  Phone cards • Movie rentals • 
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat 

and fruit pies • Bakery items •  Fresh produce and 
cut flowers • Hardware and Grocery •         

• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coffee • 
You need it, we have it!

Open 
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm

Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm

VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax:  250-478-2405

What does the Baha’i Faith say 
about the environment?

We cannot segregate the 
human heart from the 

environment outside us and 
say that once one of these is 
reformed everything will be 

improved … The one acts 
upon the other.”

Winter Hours • Open by appointment 
Call 250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca

Regular hours resumed in Feb or March depending on the weather

Hedging & 
Special Orders

LATORIA 
PHARMACY
Ask about our foot care 
nurse.
115–611 Brookside Road 
by the Red Barn Market 
Phone 225500--559900--77001122

Friday is ➭

Looking for personalized 
care and advice? 

Transfer your prescriptions here.

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship

and Education
in our

Community

Registered charity
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship

and Education
in our

Community

Registered charity
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Mohamed returns with the flu shots. Photo supplied by MSA

The  
Metchosin 

Muse  
endeavours 
to promote 

harmony and 
involvement in 
the community 

and aims to 
interest a broad 
cross-section of 
the residents of 
Metchosin and 
Beecher Bay.

https://bit.ly/3pICF9N
mailto:numafarms@shaw.ca
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4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

#MetchosinArtPod

Fridays – Sundays
Nov. 5 to Dec. 24 • 11am - 4pm

Plus!
Wednesday & Thursday

Dec. 22 & 23

Hours: FRI–SUN 11 am–4 pm

A� ordable A� ordable 
Fine Art and CraftsFine Art and Crafts

Show and SaleShow and Sale

MMiigghhttyy  
FFiinnee  

Affordable Fine Art 
and Crafts 

Show and Sale 

11am -  4pm 
 Fridays - Sundays 
 Nov 5 to Dec 24 

  Plus Wed & Thurs 
   Dec 22 & 23 

Metchosin ArtPod 
4495 Happy Valley Road 
(Old Elementary School) 

For more information visit: 
E: metchosinartpod@gmail.com 

F: facebook.com/metchosinartpod 
W: www.metchosinartpod.ca 
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Call for Submissions for January/February show
Crossroads: Art in Response to our Earth in Crisis

Deadline: December 15th  •  Details at www.metchosinartpod.ca

News From 
the Rocky 
Point Bird 
Observatory
Rocky Point Bird Observatory 

NEW ADMINISTRATOR
Leesa Watson is the new ad-
ministrator at Rocky Point Bird 
Observatory (RPBO). She joined 
RPBO in August 2021 and brings 
many years of experience in 
Administration, Human Services, 
and Information Technology. It is 
her hope that her knowledge will 
greatly benefit the important work 
of RPBO.

Leesa’s previous work has been 
in the not-for-profit world and 
she strongly supports the mission, 
vision, and values that not-for-
profits like RPBO strive to achieve 
in their communities.

As a military spouse (retired), 
Leesa has lived in many towns 
and cities in Manitoba, Ontario, 
Nova Scotia, and BC. Her career 
has been as diverse as the commu-
nities in which she has lived. She 
attributes her sense of humour to 
the many people she has met and 
holds dear the life lessons they 
imparted. In her downtime, she 
can be found in her studio paint-
ing, weaving or creating silver 
jewellery.

Leesa has a strong affinity to 
birds and shares their freedom 
to explore. She looks forward to 
learning from and working with 
the RPBO community.

PRESIDENT’S BIRD WALK
A group of monthly donors 

were welcomed to the Pedder 
Bay Banding Station by Board 
president Jennifer Armstrong on 
September 11. Despite the rain, 
they were able to meet some of the 
banding team, learn more about 
banding operations, and see some 
birds. 
We sincerely appreciate monthly 
donors, whose consistent contri-
butions make such an impact on 
our work. Thanks you to all!

Visit us online for updates at 
www.rpbo.org.

Volunteer Rebecca Reader-Lee learning to handle birds.  
Photos supplied by RPBO.

Leesa Watson, new administrator 
at RPBO. 
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Restoration Work to the Heritage 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin
Andrew Spray

Thanks to support from a 
number of sources, significant 
progress has been made in 
maintaining the historic 1873 
church building, churchyard 
and cemetary of St. Mary the 
Virgin. This building and the 
grounds are used by many 
residents of Metchosin and the 
grounds have become their final 
resting place for some. We are 
fast approaching a milestone of 
150 years in the community. 

Most significant improve-
ments have been to the drain-
age of the church, thanks to 
generous donations from the 
Heritage BC Fund, the Anglican 
Foundation and members and 
friends of the local church.

The problems of water dam-
age to the building have been 
alleviated without changing the 
character of the structure. The 
workers carrying out these up-
grades include a number of con-
tractors, the ‘Monday morning 
crew,’ regular church members, 
local volunteers, and a crew 
from William Head Prison. 
Much of this work involved 
crawling under the church with 
limited headroom and less than 
pleasant conditions.

Other work on the building 
has involved painting, main-
tenance of the roof and bell 
tower, refinishing of the main 
entrance door and necessary 
repairs to damage caused by 
birds and other wildlife getting 
into the ceiling voids. Work out-
side the building has included 

painting of the picket fence on 
Metchosin Road and extensions 
to that fence on the boundary 
with the Bickerdike property. 
That work is ongoing and 
includes work on the cenotaph 
where many residents gather 
every Remembrance Day.

Several years ago, a gener-
ous contribution of replacing 
the old fence was made from 
the District of Metchosin which 
is much appreciated. Also on 
the work list have been some 
repairs to the old parish hall 
used by the Metchosin pre-
school. Its previous use was, up 
to the end of World War II, as a 
military hut near the Mary Hill 
gun site. It now is presenting 
both the preschool and church 
with challenges in keeping the 
building fit for use, in spite of 

the addition of an extension in 
the 1980s. We thank the pre-
school for the many renovations 
they have made to the building 
and playground. One last bit of 
maintenance has been improve-
ments to various signs in the 
churchyard.

Keeping the cemetery in 
good shape has also had its 
challenges, one of the biggest 
problems being invasive species, 
particularly bluebells which are 
displacing the traditional lilies 
and other wildflowers for which 
the site is known for. Some 
progress is being made. Thanks 
to advice from people special-
izing in dealing in this sort of 
problem. Though the church 
cannot guarantee perpetual 
maintenance of gravesites, the 
Monday morning crew does its 

best to repair damage that oc-
curs over time to some graves as 
well as providing simple mark-
ers for graves where families 
have been unable to provide 
them. 

The building and churchyard 
continue to receive donations of 
labour, as well as money. Recent 
donations that we would like 
to acknowledge include work 
done by Chris McVey of Osprey 
Tree Service, for pruning some 
tree branches that were in-
terfering with power lines on 
our property as well as dona-
tions of some parts for riding 
mowers by the sons of Fiona 
Richardson, Hayden and Ben. 
This will allow us to keep our 
much used riding mower func-
tioning for many years to come.

Metchosin Heritage Buildings

 St Marys’ in the fall. All photos by Allen Jones

A View of St Mary’s churchyard. Welcoming sign at the entrance.
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Cars line up for the annual Blackberry Festival at St Marys’ on Metchosin Road. All photos by Barb Sawatsky

Eleanor Creasser with jams for sale. Jane Hammond and family stocking up for winter

Blackberry Festival is a Metchosin Favourite

Metchosin Pioneer Museum
Journey back in time to discover life in early Metchosin and the surrounding area at the Pioneer Museum located at 4475 Happy Valley Road.

Our community came out on October 9 to purchase over 300 blackberry pies and other treats at this local, annual fundraiser

Model of Noel Pemberton-Billings’ home on Happy Valley Road donated  
to the Pioneer Museum. 

Bert Harrison working on new exhibition space for the Pioneer Museum. 
Photos by Allen Jones
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Dieter Eisenhawer – 90 Years and Still Growing Strong
Jochen Moehr

Metchosin is blessed with a con-
centration of notable individuals. 
It may, however, also be cursed 
by a dearth of awareness of them 
by most of the local population. 
Unfortunately, obituaries are often 
the first source of notice – but by 
then, of course, it is too late. Let’s 
try and make an exception to that 
for Dieter Eisenhawer.

Dieter arrived in Metchosin in 
1987 and has operated an organic 
farm on a two-acre property 
on Happy Valley Road ever 
since. The sign at the gate reads 
“Eisenhawer Organic Produce”, 
very much in keeping with many 
of our Metchosin signs offering 
horse manure, farm fresh eggs, 
toms/basil, fresh baked cookies, 
and a thank you for buying local.

Behind the sign, however, is 
someone not so ordinary at all: 

Dieter Eisenhawer. Following the 
protocols of the Islands Organic 
Producers’ Association (IOPA), 
Dieter continues to make his 
living off his small acreage by pro-
ducing an amazing array of fruits 
and vegetables, with minimal 
help, at 90 years of age. 

Dieter has been a familiar face 
at many farmers’ markets over the 
years and has a reliable array of 
commercial customers. He oper-
ates his farm twelve months of the 

year with energy, profound knowl-
edge and experience that he has 
shared with generations of aspir-
ing young farmers, all done with 
generosity and good humor. Small 
wonder that Dieter has become 
locally known as the ‘Grandfather 
of organic gardening.’

Dieter’s road to Metchosin, 
however, was not an easy one. 
Here I rely on a write-up pro-
duced by Chris Anglin-Moehr 
Dieter’s Story as it appeared in 
Metchosin Muse, Vol. 4., Issue 5, 
May 1996. In brief, Dieter grew 
up in Eastern Pomerania, now 
part of Poland. In 1945, at the 
age of thirteen, he, along with his 
mother and grandparents, were 
expelled by the advancing Russian 
Army. In a harrowing escape, the 
Eisenhawers turned their backs 
on their home of generations, 
using a tractor pulling a wagon 
behind them, and picking up 
fleeing villagers along the way. 
In the ensuing mass exodus and 
confusion the Eisenhawer family 
became separated.

Miraculously, the entire family 
including Dieter’s father, who 
returned from the army safe and 
sound, was able to reunite in 
Mecklenburg where they set out 
to build a basis for life. A farm, in-
cluding one of the North-German 
expansive farmhouses providing 
shelter for the family, livestock 
and food stores for all of them 
under one roof. Dieter recalls 
carrying every brick by horse and 
wagon from the tile factory to the 
construction site.

The family stayed in 
Mecklenburg and worked on their 
holding for eight years. But they 
had unwittingly ended up in what 
became the German Democratic 
Republic, the communist-dom-
inated, totalitarian GDR. When 
existence became intolerable the 
family escaped via Berlin, again 
leaving everything, including live 
animals, behind. They arrived at 
Bremen in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, where they went 
through a variety of applications 
and ultimately ended up being 
accepted by Canada.

What followed was another 
adjustment; Dieter had become 
an accomplished carpenter in 
Alberta when he developed a 
severe cedar allergy. This forced 
him to abandon his profession 
and return to his gardening 
and farming roots. Ultimately, 
this is how Dieter ended up in 
Metchosin, where he happily 
remains at the age of 90, thriving 
at his business, which is his life.

A recent celebration of Dieter’s 
90th birthday, hosted by Bob 
Mitchell, Robin Tunnicliffe, 
and Sasha Kubicek at Sea Bluff 
Farm, saw a reunion of more than 
twenty friends and admirers, 
generously fed by Johann Wessels 
of Galloping Goose Sausage fame. 
This took place under an impres-
sive outdoor shelter amidst gor-
geous Garry oaks and a backdrop 
of the Sea Bluff Farm fields. No 
scenery or circumstances could 
have been more fitting to celebrate 
a special birthday of someone as 
exceptional as Dieter. 

Dieter celebrating his 90th with friends, including Sheri McInnis who made the birthday cake. 
Photo by Jochen Moehr

Lesley Preston

When I was a young lass my 
most favourite birthday present 
ever was a green Raleigh RSW 
14 bicycle, complete with a white 
plastic button-down rear carrier, a 
single gear, and a cheerful tinkling 
bell. At 12 years-old, living in 
a North Yorkshire village with 
no bus service, this little beauty 
meant freedom; freedom to get 
out of Great Habton, and as I 
cycled into my teens, my short 
legs grew well-exercised propel-
ling me along the ten-mile route 
to the burgeoning metropolis 
of Malton (population 3,000) to 
browse shops, buy comics and 
sweets, and meet schoolmates at 
the café for tea (and, later, illicit 
cigarettes). My little bike literally 
broadened my horizons as I ped-
alled off into another adventure, 
the wind in my hair, and nary 
a helmet nor reflective jacket in 
sight or thought. 

Over the years, in my adopted 
country, my love affair with 
bicycles continued: summer rides 
along the banks of the Humber 
River to downtown Toronto, 
pedalling for errands in the town 

of Newmarket, and eventually ex-
ploring the hills and vales of idyl-
lic Metchosin. Cycling for me is 
a spiritual, full-body experience, 
my self-propelled self, heart rate 
heightened, breathing deepened, 
short legs pumping away, eyes 
feasting on the beautiful scenery.

But, during mid-life I gave 
up cycling; I blame both ends of 
Duke Road (I lived on Dutnall 
Road) and an awkward gear 
shifter. Stubbornly trying to 
conquer those hills while clunk-
ing down the gears, they jammed, 
veering me into traffic. I was 
deservedly beeped at, dismounted 
my bike and headed home. To be 
fair, by middle age, hills made my 
knees scream, my heart hammer, 
and my lungs feel like a balloon 
about to pop. Poor old bike gath-
ered dust in the garage for many 
years before I sent it packing to 
Metchosin’s Mighty Garage Sale.

A few years later, two friends 
from Yorkshire came to visit. I 
complimented their trim fitness. 
They put it down to their cycling 
lifestyle: cycling to work, for fun, 
to shops and to the pubs. Longing 
once more for the freedom and 
fitness of my youth, I bought 

a gently-used bike with sleek, 
modern gears and spent a sum-
mer commuting to work along the 
Galloping Goose. Devoted to my 
two wheels I extended my riding 
season by investing in an eBike. 
Upon the advice of two bike 
shops I, or they, easily converted 
my beloved steed to electric. 

And so it was, late in my 
work life, that I fell in love with 
cycling all over again. My eBike 
sails over Metchosin hills with 
ease. I still get a cardio workout, 
but it’s more measured and my 
knees and other body parts no 
longer scream at me. There’s also 
a thrilling red accelerator button. 
A friend tested out my eBike on 
Dutnall Road a few years ago and 
upon pressing the red “supreme 
assist” she squealed to her hus-
band, “Oooooh, I want one of 
these buttons!” 

EBikes are enjoying great 
popularity, particularly in the 
over-50s crowd. Very likely you 
have someone in your life who’s 
gone back to cycling and like my 
family, you worry about their 
safety. With the festive season just 
around the corner, I thought I’d 

round off this piece off with some 
useful gift suggestions.

STOCKING STUFFERS:
• A loud bicycle bell
• Warm socks
• Good cycling gloves (I have the 

best ones from MEC that made 
up for my poor circulation)

• Wrist warmers
• Warm headband
• Bath salts (for a post-cycle 

soak). 
• For around here, a bear horn; 

I was once turned back on the 
Goose by John and Lorraine 
Buchanan as there was a bear 
down the path.

MAIN GIFTS: 
• A bright, adjustable helmet
• Neon jacket
• Front and rear bicycle lights
• Rechargeable flashing lights
• Battery operated festive lights 

(don’t zap strap these tightly 
on over the brake cables as my 
husband did)

• Flashing leg and arm straps

• Glow-in-the-dark everything! 
Now everyone knows you’re 
cycling.

OTHER IDEAS: 
• A pair of panniers to avoid 

backpack ache and provide a 
balanced load

• A cycling course (I took one 
through the cycling coalition 
and was surprised how much 
I’d forgotten in 40 years)

• For that special person in your 
life, a bike rack for your vehicle 
with a ramp for ease of loading, 
particularly for eBikes as these 
are heavy

• Bicycle servicing – I get mine 
serviced every year. 

• Bike lock

• Rain gear

• Rear view mirror

• Chain lube 
So many ideas. Happy cycling, 

folks. Catch you on the Goose!

Easy 
Rider!

Lesley on a road trip.Out in the fresh Metchosin air. Photos by Lesley Preston
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• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel

CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4

 Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

Metchosin Landholders Lease 
Land for Local Food Production
Jay Shukin with interviews by Azja 
Jones Martin

This fall, Merrilee Hoen and Jen 
Holland celebrated their first year 
of leasing land to farmers Nate 
Cunning and Ellie Chapple who 
are growing mixed vegetables 
and flowers on their 3.5-acre 
Metchosin property. The beautiful 
new market garden is situated on 
half an acre of field space which 
was previously used only for oc-
casional grazing by sheep. 

After seeing her neighbour 
Dorothy King successfully lease 
her land to a young farming 
couple through the B.C. Land 
Matching Program (BCLMP) 
delivered by Young Agrarians, 
Merrilee knew just who to call 
when she and Jen decided to share 
their land. She reached out to the 
Vancouver Island Land Matcher, 
Azja Jones Martin, to start the 
conversation. Azja met Merrilee 
on the land to talk about her vi-
sion, and how the BCLMP would 
assist in making connections to 
farmers with aligned visions, 
experience, and a business plan. 
After Azja facilitated introduc-
tions, Merrilee found a match in 
Nate and Ellie, and Azja sup-
ported them to develop a lease 
agreement that was reviewed by a 
BCLMP lawyer.

The BCLMP has made 166 
matches on 6,375 acres across 
B.C., with 48 matches on 
Vancouver Island. Merrilee was 
grateful to have support to find 
farmers: “None of this would have 
been possible without the pro-
gram. To take the leap and find 
people by myself who would have 
been compatible ... I wouldn’t 
have had the confidence to go out 
there and do that. Having a lease 
written up and reviewed by the 
lawyer, and the support given all 
along the way, is the difference 

between a nice idea and some-
thing actually happening.”

Merrilee was motivated to lease 
her land to keep the area man-
aged, she says. “I don’t need to do 
the work in here I did before. And 
the project may expand. Then 
there’s less space I need to worry 
about.” Her neighbour Dorothy 
echoes this point: “It is wonderful 
to see your property being used 
productively and not just going to 
blackberries.”

Merilee also raises the point 
that building community resil-
ience in the face of climate change 
is more important than ever 
before: “The more land we have 
in cultivation, the more resilient 
we will be.”  

Robin Tunnicliffe, a farmer 
who has leased land for 25 years, 
the past eight at Metchosin’s 
Sea Bluff Farm, recognizes the 
unique and precious contribution 
Metchosin has to offer to com-
munity resiliency and local food 
security. “It would be great for 
Metchosin to have the identity 
of the bread basket of Victoria,” 
Robin says. “We need to revital-
ize Metchosin for what it should 
be doing: food production. We 
have the land, we need to set 
an example for the rest of the 
Capital Regional District of what 
a progressive, forward thinking 
community can do to contribute 
to local sustainability.”

Robin continues, “The aver-
age age of a farmer in Canada is 
55, and now that land is chang-
ing hands at record rates, young 
people can’t afford to buy their 
parents out, even if they want to. 
Once-productive farms contrib-
uting to local food production 
are slipping out of production 
as ownership changes to non-
farming landholders. Metchosin 
landholders need to stand up and 
offer their land to young farmers 
to ensure local food production 

continues and even increases, 
and if they can come up with 
succession plans to have their 
land farmed in perpetuity, even 
better.” (Sea Bluff Farm, where 
Robin farms, was incorporated by 
owner Bob Mitchell to ensure the 
land would be farmed indefinitely. 
Explore examples of farmland 
transition in the B.C. Transition 
Toolkit for Non-Family Farm 
Transfer at www.youngagrarians.
org/bc-transition-toolkit.)

Robin sees the relationship she 
has fostered with Bob over the 
years as enormously beneficial. 
“The community that comes out 
of sharing land is so valuable. 
Rather than Bob being on his 
land by himself, I show up with 
my farmhands and we all share 
lunch together! Bob is able to pass 
on his knowledge and he sees 
his land being productive. He is 
proud of what is happening on the 
land, and doesn’t have the stress 
of managing it by himself.”

Merrilee, Dorothy and Bob are 
all part of a growing movement to 
make space available to the next 
generation of farmers. “Young 
people are trying so hard to 
realize their vision and need the 
space to do it.” Merrilee says, “I’m 
very happy to have a small part in 
this project, seeing it happen and 
evolve, rather than just looking at 
a square of grass.” 

Leasing land to young farm-
ers shares the workload of land 
management, enhances local food 
supply, and strengthens com-
munity resilience both on and 
off the farm. If you have land you 
would like to contribute to the 
fruitful, food-growing land base 
of Metchosin, reach out to Azja 
to start a conversation about the 
B.C. Land Matching Program. 
Email: azja@youngagrarians.org. 
Website: www.youngagrarians.
org/bc-land-matching-program.

Metchosin leasor Dorothy King on the productive land. Photos by Azja Jones Martin Summer bounty from leased land.

https://youngagrarians.org/bc-transition-toolkit/
https://youngagrarians.org/bc-transition-toolkit/
mailto:azja@youngagrarians.org
http://www.youngagrarians
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250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional, 

courteous care.

Your pets… our family

 

Caring for pets in the Westshore 
since 1981.  We are proud to be 

members of this growing 
community.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures  
for Veterans
Dani Dwinnell

For the sixth year Metchosin girls Brylee (ten), Maylin (seven) and 
Everly (four) are selling their pictures to raise money for veterans. Each 
picture is bought by donation and so far they have donated over $2600 
to local Legions. They have sold over 100 pictures over the years and 
have mailed many pictures to parts of Saskatchewan, Alberta and BC. 

They even had one picture taken to the Remembrance Day service at 
the National War Memorial in Ottawa. The girls will make their dona-
tion to the Langford Legion on Remembrance Day, November 11 after 
attending the service. 

If anyone wants to purchase a picture for a donation please email 
dani_dwinnell@hotmail.com.

A World War II Childhood
Laura Farquharson

“There probably aren’t too 
many of you left,” said the 
Remembrance Day poppy seller 
when I told him I had been a 
child in World War II. “And 
where does your accent come 
from?” Oh, come on! Accent! 
I came to Canada in 1959 as a 
24-year-old and, surely, at 86 I 
sound like the proud Canadian I 
am. There are fewer and fewer of 
us remaining who went through 
WWII as children.

I remember September 3, 1939 
when a worried crowd gathered at 
a neighbour’s house with a ‘wire-
less’ and heard the Prime Minister 
announce that Great Britain was 
at war with Germany. I was five at 
the time and this meant noth-
ing to me. However, the ensuing 
changes certainly did. 

My father immediately vol-
unteered to join the Royal Navy. 
He was 28 years old and had 
struggled to find work during the 
depression, but joining up meant 
he would now have regular pay. 
So, my pregnant mother was 
alone with me and my three year 
old brother.

Evacuation followed; this was 
the removal of children from 
cities in order to save them from 
bombing. By train or bus we 

headed to unknown destinations 
with neither child nor parents 
knowing where they would be 
placed and for how long. We were 
fortunate that, as my mother was 
pregnant, she was evacuated with 
us. We were on a crowded bus 
and, to my enormous embarrass-
ment, my mother vomited for 
most of the journey, while around 
us other children cried and 
sobbed in fear, not understanding 
why they were taken away from 
their families and homes.

Our destination was a seaside 
resort on the coast of southwest 
England, with no industries, and 
therefore unlikely to be attacked. 
We were ushered into a hall where 
we were lined up, and women 
walked along looking us over and 
selecting the more presentable 
ones. Under government regula-
tions they were obliged to take in 
evacuees, with numbers depend-
ing on the size of their properties. 
Our gas masks were in cardboard 
boxes, and our few possessions 
were in shopping bags. Suitcases 
did not feature in our lives in the 
slums of London. Handkerchiefs 
were also an unknown luxury 
and snotty noses and tear-stained 
faces were wiped on sleeves. 
Gradually the numbers in the 
line-up dwindled but we were not 
among the chosen.

Eventually, we toured the 
darkened streets in a billet-
ing officer’s car, as she tried to 
persuade householders to take 
us in. A pregnant woman and 
two snivelling youngsters did not 
rate as desirable guests. A very 
reluctant landlady was forced to 
take us. She took us up to a dusty 
attic with some old mattresses on 
the floor and a couple of blankets, 
explained to my mother that she 
was to be out of the house by 
9:00 am daily and not to return 
until 5:00 pm. After three weeks 
and three days, sitting on the 
beach, with the weather get-
ting colder, my mother decided, 
“Nothing bloody ‘itler can do 
could be worse than this!” We 
returned home just in time for 
the Blitz, and learned that Hitler 
could indeed do worse.

We were located in Dagenham 
where local industries included 
the Ford Motor Works, which 
made it a big attraction for the 
Luftwaffe. Records state that, from 
October 1940 to June 1941, 583 
bombs and 33 parachute mines 
landed in the area. 

As the nightly air raid warn-
ings wailed we ran for the shelter 
in the garden. Searchlights lit the 
sky and we could hear the roar 
of the Ack-Ack guns which we 
hoped would save us from the 

Luftwaffe bombs. Neighbours 
were with us in the damp, cold 
shelter and guesses were made 
as to which areas were ‘getting it 
tonight.’ The night came when we 
got it! The ceaseless explosions 
and the ground shaking were 
terrifying. When the ‘all clear’ 
sounded we were unable to get 
out of the shelter because we were 
buried under rubble. Eventually I 
was lifted out from the debris by 
a tin-hatted warden who hugged 
me, delighted we had survived. 
Far too many others were dead or 
badly injured as our whole street 
had been destroyed. Fires were 
still raging among the shattered 
buildings and there was an in-
credible stench, smoke and dust. 

The next thing I remember 
is another evacuation where 
we were living in a rundown, 
isolated rural cottage in Somerset. 
My second brother was born in 
December 1940, and by then our 
father was already dead. He was 
one of the 862 men who died 
when the battleship HMS Barham 
was torpedoed on November 25 
in the Mediterranean.

Eventually we moved to 
Reading where my mother was 
able to get work in an aircraft 
factory. It was here we went to 
school, and I finally learned to 
read at the age of eight.

Brylee, Everly and Maylin proudly show their pictures for sale. 
Photo by Dani Dwinnell

mailto:dani_dwinnell@hotmail.com
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All photos submitted to the Muse should be 
jpg or tif format only. Please do not send  
photos in word processing documents. 

www.westmontschool.ca   |   T: 250.474.2626   |   info@westmontschool.ca

We are committed to academic excellence in a caring learning environment.

dynamic  •  independent  •  connected

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
for the 21/22 school year.

Placements available for grades 4-12!

Psssst! 
Your spouse called and said 
it was okay to start wine 
for Christmas!for Christmas!
it was okay to start wine 
for Christmas!for Christmas!

Wine…your way with !
(250) 704-1000 www.thewinemaker.ca

Your spouse called and said 

Wine…your way with Wine…your way with !
(250) 704-1000 www.thewinemaker.ca

Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC) 
1407-4495 Happy Valley Road  

250.478.5150  •  info@metchosinseniors.ca  
 www.metchosinseniors.ca

UPCOMING EVENTS 
FLU CLINIC  
NOVEMBER 2 & 3
Free flu shots available at the 
Metchosin Training Centre (Old 
Elementary School). See article on 
page 6 in the Muse for details.
Tues, Nov 2: 
8:00 am–12:00 pm and  
3:00–7:00 pm 
Wed, Nov 3:  
8:00 am–12:00 pm and  
3:00–7:00 pm
WEDNESDAY TEAS
November 10, 17, 24  
at 1:00 pm  
Wednesday afternoon teas at the 
SRC are from 1:00–3:00 pm. Please 
RVSP as space is limited. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a tea by 
providing baked goods or fruit, we’d 
be thrilled! Please contact the cen-
tre. Note: no tea on Nov 3.

SENIOR CENTRE  
WITHOUT WALLS ON ZOOM
Trivia
Thur, Nov 18 | 7:00pm 
Brain Health: getting to know 
dementia 
Fri, Nov 26 | 1:00 pm 
More sessions to be announced 
Visit the website for all the details. 
If you miss an event, you can watch 
most events on Metchosin Seniors’ 
YouTube channel. 
Want to get the latest news delivered 
to your inbox or home? Become a 
lifetime member for only $20.
The Seniors’ Resource Centre is 
operated by the Metchosin Seniors’ 
Association. We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from Noon–4:00 
pm. Staff, board members and 
volunteers are here to assist seniors 
and their families with support, 
resources, and ‘Better at Home’ 
services.

Tea time at the Centre. Photo supplied by MSA

Saanich and Cowichan Valley Wine Tours
Brew and Spirits Tours
Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers
Christmas Light Tours and Safe Event Transportation
Gift Certificates • A Perfect Gift!

BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year

L I M O U S I N E S
“... it's how you get there."“... it's how you get there."

250-391-9000
www.lalimo.ca       info@lalimo.ca

Introducing our new Audi eTron electric vehicles!

Fossil Fool
Bev Bacon

When our Fossil Fool
went to school,
profit was
the Golden Rule.

I wish that he
had stopped to think
that it would lead us
to the brink

of climate change,
and fire and drought.
Let’s help him see
there is a way out

of unrelenting growth
and industry greed.
We should take from nature
just what we need.

mailto:info@metchosinseniors.ca
http://www.metchosinseniors.ca
http://www.westmontschool.ca
mailto:info@westmontschool.ca
http://www.thewinemaker.ca
mailto:250-391-9000www.lalimo.cainfo@lalimo.caIntroducingournewAudieTronelectricvehicles!FossilFoolBevBaconWhenourFossilFoolwenttoschool
mailto:250-391-9000www.lalimo.cainfo@lalimo.caIntroducingournewAudieTronelectricvehicles!FossilFoolBevBaconWhenourFossilFoolwenttoschool
mailto:250-391-9000www.lalimo.cainfo@lalimo.caIntroducingournewAudieTronelectricvehicles!FossilFoolBevBaconWhenourFossilFoolwenttoschool
mailto:250-391-9000www.lalimo.cainfo@lalimo.caIntroducingournewAudieTronelectricvehicles!FossilFoolBevBaconWhenourFossilFoolwenttoschool
mailto:250-391-9000www.lalimo.cainfo@lalimo.caIntroducingournewAudieTronelectricvehicles!FossilFoolBevBaconWhenourFossilFoolwenttoschool
mailto:250-391-9000www.lalimo.cainfo@lalimo.caIntroducingournewAudieTronelectricvehicles!FossilFoolBevBaconWhenourFossilFoolwenttoschool
mailto:250-391-9000www.lalimo.cainfo@lalimo.caIntroducingournewAudieTronelectricvehicles!FossilFoolBevBaconWhenourFossilFoolwenttoschool
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The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included 
under “Events” on this page, or possibly as a separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

Metchosin Fire Department:  
250-478-1307
Police (Non-Emergency): 
250-474-2264

Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032
District Office (office hours): 
250-474-3167

911 • Report a fire
• Report a crime
• Report an accident

• Save a life
• Imminent safety

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

ORGANIZATIONS
AIR CADETS 
250-590-3690 
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com 
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC 
250-382-2052  
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM) 
metchosinaprm@gmail.com 
FB Metchosin APRM 
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON 
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
250-478-2387 
ikmcken@islandnet.com 
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS 
250-478-3344 
crdparks@crd.bc.ca  
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
FREE RANGE SINGERS 
250-478-3319 
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA  
(Metchosin and Colwood) 
250-478-5484  
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA 
250-727-4384

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB 
metchosin4h@gmail.com 
www.metchosin4h.com
METCHOSIN ARTPOD 
metchosinartpod@gmail.com  
metchosinartpod.ca
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL 
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA) 
info@metchosinartcentre.ca  
www.metchosinartcentre.ca 
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE 
250-478-5155  
mcahouse@telus.net  
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com 
METCHOSIN COUNCIL 
250-474-3167 
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca 
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB 
250-474-4601 
www.victoriacricket.com 
FB MetchosinCricketClub
METCHOSIN EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS 
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on 
146.550. POD members can call FRS 
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1 
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY 
250-478-2374 
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com 
mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION 
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca 
metchosinfoundation.ca
METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB 
250-360-7557
METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY 
250-478-6424  
metchosinhall.com
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB 
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES 
COOPERATIVE (MISC) 
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY 
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989 
School Museum, 250-478-0765 
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB 
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL 
250-478-9241  
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com 
www.metchosinpreschool.com 
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION 
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com 
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE 
metchosin.sar@gmail.com 
www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTRE 
250-478-5150,  
info@metchosinseniors.ca  
www.metchosinseniors.ca

MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION 
SOCIETY 
250-642-0238
NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM  
(POD Leaders) 
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966 
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES 
ASSOCIATION 
345 Wale Road, Colwood 
250-886-2481 
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org
ROUGH VOICE SINGERS 
250-478-0553
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91, 
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary  
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA 
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS 
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
Shelby Quissy 
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL 
250-478-2286 
info@westshorearts.org  
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY  
CONCERT BAND 
250-474-3999  
info@westshoreband.org 
www.westshoreband.org

WEST SHORE PARKS AND RECREATION 
250-478-8384  
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB  
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com 
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS 
BAHA’I FAITH  
250-514-1757 
GORDON UNITED CHURCH 
250-478-6632 
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
250-727-3722 
OPEN GATE CHURCH  
Anglican Network 
250-590-6736 
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN  
Anglican Church of Canada  
250-474-4119  
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH 
250-478-8066  
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
THE SALVATION ARMY 
250-474-5967 
www.westsong.ca

Metchosin Directory

Metchosin Community House • 4430 Happy Valley Road  Info: 250-478-5155 Email: mcahouse@telus.net www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

WEEKLY EVENTS 
Mondays

Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day 
Program: 9:00 am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile program 
coordinator Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440. 
Knitting Café: The evening group will meet 7:00–9:00 
pm, on the 1st and 3rd Mondays monthly. For more info 
on the evening group, call Heather at 250-478-6590. 
Knitters of all levels are welcome.
Tuesdays

Drop In Painters Art Group: Tuesday mornings 9:30 
am–Noon. This is a friendly and supportive group of 
artists and hobbyists where everyone is welcome. If you 
would like to join the group please contact Arlene at 
250-391-7905.

Knitting Café: The afternoon group will meet the 2nd 
and fourth Tuesdays monthly 1:00–3:00 pm. For more in-
formation on the afternoon group, call Nance at 250-478-
7708 after 11:00 am. Knitters of all levels are welcome.
Wednesdays

Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day 
Program: 9:00 am–3:30 pm (see Monday for details). 

Thursdays

Creative Rug Hooking: First and third Thursdays, 
monthly, 10:30 am–1:30 pm. Led by Sheila Stewart, certi-
fied instructor of traditional rug hooking. Beginners are 
welcome but should contact Sheila (250-595-6406, email: 
blueheronstudio@telus.net ) to discuss needed supplies. 
Experienced rug hookers are invited to bring their own 
projects. Bring a bag lunch, tea and coffee available. No 
fees but donation jar available to cover refreshment costs. 

Fridays

Ukulele Gathering: 5:00–6:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of 
each month. Tell all your ukulele-playing students, friends 
and relatives! Open to community members of all ages 
and levels of talent. If you would like to join the group 
please contact Margaretha at memetopia@shaw.ca. Bring: 
a ukulele, capo, tuner, music stand, and a few songs you 
are willing to share/lead/teach others with appropri-
ate song sheets for others, if not from songbook below. 
Suggested songbook: Jumpin’ Jim’s Daily Ukulele (as a 
base resource to work from) if you have it. 

ONGOING EVENTS
Mince Pie Fundraiser: Please support the MCA with 
your purchase of Made-In-Metchosin Mince Pies! Pre-
order your delicious eight-inch mince-apple pies @ $15 
each at 250-478-5155 or email: mcahouse@telus.net 
by November 10 (payment options include e-transfer). 
Pies are sold frozen and unbaked; baking instructions 
included. Pick up pre-orders at the Community House 
parking lot Saturday December 4, 10:00 am–2:00 pm, or 
by arrangement when ordering. A Christmas favourite! 
The MCA wish to acknowledge the generosity of Royal 
Bay Bakery in Colwood for creating the pastry, and local 
Metchosinites for donating the fresh, tart apples that 
enhance the spicy mince!

Art on the Walls: November– Arlene Welch, Dorothy 
Donovan and Judi Blanchard. Viewing times are 
Monday–Friday, 9:00 am–1:00 pm. The Art on the Walls 
program offers the House as a wonderful venue for artists 
to show and display their works. 
For more information, please call the MCH at 
250-478-5155. 

METCHOSIN COMMUNITY HOUSE  • HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Every year, at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day  
of the eleventh month, we gather to remember. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them. We will remember them.

November 11 • Please arrive before the ceremony starts at 11:11 am
Masks Strongly Encouraged

Metchosin  
Metchosin Cenotaph
4354 Metchosin Road

Sooke  
Sooke Royal Canadian Legion 

6726 Eustace Road

Colwood  
HMCS Royal Roads Cenotaph  

next to Hatley Castle

Langford  
West Shore Cenotaph  

Veterans Memorial Park  

mailto:metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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mailto:848air@cadets.gc.ca
mailto:metchosinaprm@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinaprm.org
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mailto:metchosin4h@gmail.com
http://www.metchosin4h.com
mailto:metchosinartpod@gmail.com
http://metchosinartpod.ca
mailto:info@metchosinartcentre.ca
http://www.metchosinartcentre.ca
http://www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
http://www.victoriacricket.com
mailto:metchosinequestrian@gmail.com
http://mesmetchosin.com
mailto:contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
http://metchosinfoundation.ca
mailto:metchosininvasives@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinpreschool.com
mailto:metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
mailto:metchosin.sar@gmail.com
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STUDIO DIRECTORY
DIY Community Art Studio • Room #2001:  COVID regulations of the day will be 
strictly followed.  Groups that meet consistently as a “bubble” continue to gather. Book-
ings can be cancelled free of charge under current circumstances. It is important to 
follow MACCA’s website for pop-ups.  
Email:  info@metchosinartcentre.ca or www.metchosinartcentre.ca.

Art Lab • Room #2007: Ghost Stories, a group exhibition featuring photography, sculp-
ture, and video by both accomplished regional and emerging artists from the Lab›s 
mentorship program, opens October 30 and continues throughout November, open 
weekends 11:00-4:00pm in the upstairs foyer at the MACC.  www.blairtaylor.ca.

MACCA Office • Room #1036: Cleaning up for the fall is the focus around the Art Cen-
tre. It will be interesting to see where the seasonal storm water run-off will end after a 
good rain pouring through the new gutters. It is always inspiring to network with such 
a variety of special interest groups in our community. See our website for the new offi-
cers on the Board of Directors: info@metchosinartcentre.com.

Shaping Spirit Studio • Room #1034:  To honour the diversity of native mushrooms, 
Debbie at Shaping Spirit Sculptures, has created awesome new artworks using large 
mushrooms caps. These fungi sculptures are symbolic of our connection to nature. See 
more of her work at etsy.com/shapingspirit.

POV@MACC exhibition spaces • Main floor hallway:  Two local artists, Linda Kirstein, 
“Driven to Abstraction” and Carol Brown, “My Chosen Metchosin”, are sharing the exhi-
bition space.. The Upper floor hallway exhibits Angus Ferguson’s display, “The Cast”. 
Would you like to show your artwork? Exhibitions are free and MACCA is interested: 
www.metchosinartcentre.com.

Victoria College of Art • Room #1030:  VCA’s second workshop, Explore Watercolours 
will be held November 13 from noon to 3:00 pm. There is a 25% discount for Metcho-
sin community participants. Register early, space is limited. Call 250-598-5422 or 
email: info@vca.ca.

Huber Studio – The Written Word and Functional Art • Room #1028: The Huber 
Studio had a busy month creating with writing, beading. A bath bomb-making class 
is in the works.  Charla and Soleil hosted two community workshops last month, one 
on medicine bags and the other was a youth puppet craft lead by two Hans Helgesen 
grads!  Watch for announcements of more open workshops coming soon:  
www.charlahuber.com.

Shiloh Music • Room #1033: With Christmas around the corner, why concern yourself 
with the supply chain issue to accumulate more “stuff” when you can purchase a guitar 
lesson bundle from Shiloh Music as a gift.? Email Josh Mansfield for details. Shiloh Music 
Studio also offers access to a sound booth, audio recording, plus multi-camera Zoom 
lessons and live streaming. Give a gift that lasts a lifetime at: www.shilohmusic.com.

Metchosin ArtPod • Room #1031: The next show at ArtPod is the “Mighty Fine Art and 
Craft Show and Sale”, a bonanza of work from local artists. Nov 5 to Dec 24. The idea 
being that everything is under $100; a great place for Christmas gift ideas. See Muse 
article for the latest from this dedicated collective: www.metchosinartpod.ca.

Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC) • Room #1047: Online events include Trivia 
Night, plus fascinating recorded conversations with our seniors. YouTube links on their 
website. Flu clinics are Nov 2 and 3. Drop in for Wednesday afternoon tea from  
1:00–3:00 pm at the centre: metchosinseniors.ca/seniors-centre-without-walls.

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE
“Sustaining arts and contemporary culture where most of us experience it.”

STUDIOS@MACC – highlights, find the full stories on our website!

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTRE 
4495 Happy Valley Road – info@metchosinartcentre.ca

metchosinartcentre.ca

FEATURE  

My Chosen Metchosin is the theme 
for Carol Brown‘s November and December 
exhibit at MACCA. Her love of all things 
Metchosin comes through in the selection 
of the historic and significant buildings 
that she has chosen to paint and exhibit in 
a realistic style.

Follow us on Facebook today @MetchosinArts

Featured Artists
Local artists, Linda Kirstein and Carol Brown, are sharing the Point 
of View exhibition space for November and December. 
Linda Kirstein’s show, entitled Driven to Abstraction chronicles 
her artistic journey from its beginning with realistic landscapes 
to her current joy in creating abstracts. The pandemic has had 
the unexpected benefit of freeing up time for Linda to explore 
the world of art instruction on the internet.  In this show you can 
follow the progression, with both abstract landscapes and pure 
abstracts on display. Most works will be for sale.

Above: Linda Kirstein is driven to 
abstraction. Photo by Linda Kirstein
Left: Carol Brown’s view of Metchosin 
Photo by Carol Brown
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Man of many talents. Strong work ethic.
Loved his family. Lived life fully.

MarnaGarthHarrisBorn In Regina to parents William Gerome (Bill) Harris 
and Helen Mary Margaret, he grew up in Lethbridge where his family grew 
grain on Blood Reserve south of town. He started his working life ranching 
250 head of cattle near Brooks, Alberta.
But the skies called him, so he got his wings and flew for Southwest Aviation. 
And then the Island called to him next, and he brought his family to Courte-
nay, BC, in August 1970. Turned his hand to carpentry, which he loved...he 
had a good eye for finishing detail. The construction industry was booming 
then and he was very successful, building homes in the Courtenay/Comox 
area. 
Marna was not afraid of hard work. He appreciated people with a strong work 
ethic. He was knowledgeable about everything he put his mind to; if he didn’t 
know, he would learn it.
Like on a much-remembered family vacation up the inside passage to Alaska 
in 1975, the idea of commercial fishing caught his eye. Soon after he bought 
“The Dauntless”, his first troller/gillnetter. And then built a fiberglass troller 
named”Lady Laura” after his daughter.
Commercial fishing became the love of Marna’s life for many years. In 1989, 
he bought the 61 foot “Pacific Concept” and fished salmon, halibut, herring, 
and tuna up the BC coast. He was one of the top 10 salmon trollers in the late 
1980’sand early 1990’s, winning awards for quality products from Aero Fishing 
Trading Co.
The other love of Marna’s life was his family. He had three children, Laura Lee, 
Garth, and Bradley. Over time, his family expanded to include 4 granddaugh-
ters, 4 great-grandchildren, and lots of nieces & nephews and their kids, in-
cluding many others he loved, Jim (Laura).He loved spending time with them 
all. He was very kind and generous; always helping everyone out.
Marna usually had some sort of passion project on the go. He built his dream 
home in Metchosin (outside of Victoria).With koi ponds, a tranquil water-
fall and lush gardens, it was the perfect place to host and entertain family 
and friends,which he loved to do; the more, the merrier. As time went on, he 
learned to loosen up which brought out his sense of humor and made him 
entertaining. Although his hearing was declining, that didn’t stop him from 
smiling and enjoying your company – especially if you were a lady.
Slowing down meant an annual 3 month trip to Florida to golf and relax in the 
sun with his wonderful southern friends and golf buddies. But not this year, 
because Marna passed away at home unexpectedly on September 7, 2021 with 
his dear friend Janice by his side.
Marna Garth Harris, we’re going to miss you. Your sense of adventure, and 
your laugh. Your strong work ethic. Your tremendous knowledge. Your gener-
osity and kindness. Your love for your family and friends. 
Your time here is done. Relax and have a beverage at the big Koi pond in the 
sky. You’ve earned it.
And we’ll love you always.
Children: Laura Lee (Bob), Garth, and Bradley. Dear friend Janice Foy. 
Siblings: Darryl (Joan) Jay (Cynthia) and Maureen(Andy) Granddaughters: 
Jenna, Ashley, Sarah, and Hayley, Great-grandchildren: Sophia, Talon, Alistair, 
Remy, nieces and nephews Darilyn, Dawn, Scott, Cameron, Lisa, Shayne, 
Tyler, and great-nieces and nephews. A Celebration of life will be announced 
at a later date.
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Sept 1 Sooke Road
Assistance – Public 
Works

Sept 3 Duke Road
Open Burn – Camp 
Fire

Sept 6 Sooke Road
SFRes – Mobile 
Home/Trailer

 Parry Cross Road
Alarm Bells 
– Residential

 Brookview Drive
Alarm Bells 
– Residential

 Malloch Road
Open Burn – Camp 
Fire

Sept 7 Pedder Bay Drive
Medical – B

 Hi-Mount Drive
Assistance – BCAS

Sept 8 Wild Cherry Drive
Brush/Grass – Smoke 
Smell / Sighting

 Happy Valley Road
Assistance – General 
Public

Sept 10 Delgada Road
Beach Fire

Sept 11 Eales Road
Alarm Bells 
– Residential

 Happy Valley Road
MVI

 Sooke Road
MVI

 Gillespie Road
SFRes

Sept 12 Kangaroo Road
Assistance – Public 
Works

Sept 13 Hi-Mount Drive
Medical – D

Sept 14 Matheson Lake Park 
Road
Medical – C

Sept 15 Tiswilde Road
Brush/Grass – Smoke 
Smell / Sighting

Sept 16 Sunset Road
Medical – B

 Kasani Place
Medical – C

 Kangaroo Road
Open Burn – General

Sept 18 Eustace Road
SFRes

 Sooke Road
MVI

Sept 19 Assistance – General 
Public

Sept 21 Open Burn – Camp 
Fire

 Latoria Road
Brush/Grass – Smoke 
Smell / Sighting

Sept 23 Metchosin Road
Alarm Bells 
– Residential

Sept 24 Sooke Road
Vehicle Fire

 Aquarius Road
Brush/Grass – Fire

Sept 25 William Head Road
Medical – D

Sept 26 William Head Road
Medical – E

 Sooke Road
MVI

Sept 28 Seedtree Road
SFRes

Sept 29 Sooke Road
MVI

 Sooke Road
Hydro – Lines Down

 Happy Valley Road
MVI

Sept 30 Cliff Road
Medical – D

 Duke Road
Assistance – General 
Public

 Arden Road
Medical – C

MVI: motor vehicle incident
SFRes: Structure Fire Residential
BCAS: BC Ambulance Service

Fire Department 
Call-Outs SEPTEMBER 2021    
Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop  
Check out the Metchosin Fire Department on Facebook  
or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop

RCMP Call-Outs – 
Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore

Sept  10 Neild Road 
Suspicious vehicle, owner 
located and indicated she 
was lost.

Sept  11 Happy Valley Road  
Single vehicle accident, 
one person taken to 
hospital.

 Sooke Road 
Single vehicle accident, no 
injuries.

Sept  12 William Head Road  
Loud party, home owner 
given verbal warning.

  Sooke Road 
Report of erratic driver, 
vehicle located and 
determined to be stolen, 
one female arrested, re-
manded in custody facing 
several property related 
criminal charges.

 Metchosin Road 
Person not wearing mask 
at Community Hall.  

Sept  14 Liberty Drive 
Trailer broken into, 
one possible suspect 
identified, investigation 
continuing.

Sept  15 Rocky Point Road 
Erratic driver, vehicle not 
located.

 Metchosin Road 
One person assaulted, 
suspects not located.

Sept  18 Metchosin Road 
Disturbance at private 
residence, one youth 
located and dealt with.

 Glen Forest Way  
Loud party, several 
underage youths in at-
tendance, home owner 
warned.

 Sooke Road 
Fatal head-on motor ve-
hicle accident, one person 
deceased at scene, driver 
of other vehicle taken to 
hospital, investigation 
continuing.     

Sept  19 Pears Road 
Mischief to a gate, appears 
vehicle hit it during the 
night and left scene.

Sept  20 Hi-Mount Drive 
Found arrow on private 
property.

 Metchosin Road  
Disturbance at private 
residence. 

Sept  21  Sooke Road 
Erratic driver, vehicle not 
located, warning given to 
registered owner.

Sept  22  Glen Forest Way  
Possible sighting of 
person wanted on several 
warrants, person not 
located. 

 Neff Road 
Vehicle stopped by 
patrol members, driver 
arrested for driving while 
prohibited, drugs seized 
from vehicle, investigation 
continuing.

Sept  23 Rocky Point Road 
One person taken into 
custody under Mental 
Health Act and taken to 
hospital.  

Sept  25 Glen Forest Road area 
Complaint of theft, sus-
pect identified, investiga-
tion continuing.

 Sooke Road 
Possible impaired driver, 
vehicle stopped in View 
Royal, driver has possible 
medical condition. 

Sept  26  Albert Head 
Complaint of people with 
loud music at beach, not 
located.    

 William Head Road 
Assistance provided to the 
Coroner’s Office regard-
ing a sudden death.

 Rocky Point Road 
Suspicious vehicle 
observed at the school, 
patrols failed to locate the 
vehicle.

 Sooke Road 
Single vehicle accident, 
roll over, one person 
taken to hospital.

 Sooke Road 
Disturbance at a resi-
dence, one person threat-
ened, one person warned.

 Sooke Road 
Disturbance at a 
residence, two people 
arrested, investigation 
continuing.

Sept  28 Glen Forest Road area 
Disturbance at residence, 
one person taken to 
hospital under the Mental 
Health Act and later 
released. 

 Sooke Road 
Single vehicle accident, 
driver taken to hospital 
and later charged under 
Motor Vehicle Act.

 Happy Valley Road 
Single vehicle accident, 
driver fled the scene, 
investigation continuing.

Sept  29  Sooke Road 
Report of possible 
impaired driver, vehicle 
stopped and driver found 
to be sober.

Oct 1 Lindholm Road 
Abandoned vehicle towed 
from road, found to have 
stolen licence plates.

 Metchosin Road area 
Unwanted person at a 
residence, departed prior 
to police arrival.

 Neff Road 
Disturbance at a resi-
dence, two people spoken 
to and warned.

Oct 3 Leefield Road 
Attempted theft of an 
excavator, suspects 
fled scene, still under 
investigation.

Oct 5  Rocky Point Road area 
Complaint of possible 
fraud, reported for infor-
mation purposes.    

 Glen Forest Way 
Male subject arrested on 
several outstanding crimi-
nal code warrants for 
property crimes. Taken to 
Victoria Police.

 William Head Road 
Two vehicle accident, no 
injuries.   

Oct 7 Happy Valley Road 
Single vehicle collision, 
minor injuries to driver, 
vehicle towed from scene.

SEPTEMBER 10 –
OCTOBER 7 , 2021

New Supplier of Local Horse Feed 
Mike Tyler

MyHayFarm is a local start-up 
based in Metchosin, BC. They 
started on faith, grounded in their 
belief that all animals deserve 
the best feed possible and animal 
owners deserve the best price. 
Their passion is to provide a secure 
source of verified high quality feed 
to their clients at the fairest price 
possible. This concept began after 
founder, Mike Tyler, educated him-
self with respect to horse nutrition 
and discovered the costly health 
challenges horses often face when 
given low quality feed.

Mike endeavoured to find a 
better quality supply of feed for his 
own horses by contacting count-
less farmers across Alberta and the 
interior of BC and eventually found 
Blackwell Hay Farms in Rocky View 
County, Alberta. He saw the com-
mon values shared between himself 
and this producer. Robert, the 
owner, put the work into growing 

a top quality product and shared a 
passion for animal wellness.

Blackwell Hay Farms also had 
the capacity to provide a secure 
source of quality hay for Mike and 
his neighbours and so an idea for 
a venture project was hatched. 
Blackwells agreed to be the #1 sup-
plier for Vancouver Island, allocat-
ing his quality Timothy hay to the 
venture to ensure a constant supply. 
A mission statement was developed 
and MyHayFarm was launched.  

In the beginning, this new 
company was bringing in loads of 
hay at regular intervals, pre-selling 
the hay and making it available 
for pick up right off the truck at 
Luxton Fair Grounds. This pro-
vided a cost saving for the com-
munity as no storage facility was 
required, however, it came with 
several logistical issues and vari-
ables. Weather, trucking, timing, 
location, and much more led to a 
rethinking of the business model.

MyHayFarm is excited to an-
nounce that they have partnered 

with a Metchosin local, Eric White, 
to provide a storage facility. Many 
of you will know Mr. White as the 
owner of the farm stand at 4290 
Metchosin Road. Working together, 
they are now making quality 
Timothy hay available with the op-
tion for pick up or delivery.  

To accommodate a secure and 
streamlined hay-buying process, 
Mr. Tyler has built a website to 
better track orders and with the 
ability to provide a constant, readily 
available supply of the quality hay. 
Visit www.myhayfarm.com to place 
an order online, then go and pick it 
up at 4290 Metchosin Road or have 
it delivered. 

They are now open for business 
under this new model and they are 
excited to be able to serve this need 
in our community. You can follow 
them on Instagram and Facebook 
@myhayfarm. 

Editor’s note: This is an up-
date on an article printed in the 
September issue of The Muse and 
includes some corrections. Hay from MyHayFarm. Photo by Mike Tyler

http://www.myhayfarm.com
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