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Parents Appeal for Traffic Safety Measures
at Hans Helgesen
Reference was also made to
statements, apparently made by
Mayor Ranns, that the School
Board had financial responsibility for making the improvements
because of a $100,000 obligation
established in the purchase of the
old school. Statements by both
the School Board Chair and the
Metchosin Chief Administrative

Johnny Carline

Parents of students at Hans
Helgesen Elementary School made
a passionate appeal to Council on
February 1 to improve the traffic
safety situation at the school at pickup and drop-off times. One parent
recounted how, last September, she
had actually been struck by a vehicle while she
was pressed
“Clearly frustrated parents
against the
side of her
insisted that the safety of
car waiting
vulnerable young children
for traffic
to pass – a
was at stake...”
traumatic
event for
her and her
Officer (CAO) were quoted which
boys who were waiting in the car.
appeared to suggest that no such
The vehicle left the scene. Others
obligation existed. Mayor Ranns
described how they had repeatedly
indicated that he and the CAO
pressed the District for improvewere to meet with their counterments for months, to no avail.
parts in the School Board to iron
Suggestions were made for improvements, including the installa- this out. (Councillor Epp was later
added to that meeting request).
tion of a lit, guarded crosswalk,
the installation of radar speed
In response to the delegations,
warning signs in both directions
Mayor Ranns suggested that the
similar to those on Happy Valley
problems and alternative solutions
Road, and refreshing painted signs were well known to Council. The
on the road possibly using plastic
problem was finding a solution
paint. It was noted that there were
that would work and opinions
also problems with the onsite trafvaried on that.
fic flow and parking and that the
Councillor Epp advised that
School Board Chair had promised
the radar speed sign then in
to work with the Parent Advisory
Council to improve that situation.
use on Rocky Point Road, near

Picking up the kids at Hans Helgesen creates a scary situation. Photo by Candace Zylak

Winfall Road, would be moved to
the Hans Helgesen site as part of
a planned rotational use of that
sign. Parents saw that as a positive move but suggested the need
for two permanent signs to be
included in the budget. Councillor
Epp also raised the possibility of
getting advice from ICBC on what
would be appropriate.

Councillor Kahakauwila said
that the plastic paint option
had been looked at but was cost
prohibitive. She added that the
onsite improvements to parking
and traffic flow were critical and
that the road improvements being
discussed would be futile or have
very little effect unless onsite improvements were done first.

Clearly frustrated parents
insisted that the safety of vulnerable young children was at stake,
that the situation was dangerous,
and that some very simple actions
which would at least improve the
situation could and should be carried out without further delay.

made by former B&G Club
executive and more recent (2021)
assertions made by current Club
executive to media.
In the absence of direct engagement with stakeholders, a
review of the B&G Club’s January
2021 press release (posted on their
website) may shed light on the
underlying reasons for the Club’s
decision to subdivide and sell
what others see as an irreplaceable asset for regional youth. The
Club’s January press release states,
“the organization is increasingly

stepping in to offer new programs
and supports to address some of
the greatest challenges facing children, youth and families including
homelessness prevention, mental
health support and substance use
services.” From this and other
recent statements made by Club
representatives, it can be inferred
that the organization is seeking to
shift its service provision focus.

Editor’s Note: Given the importance of this story, the Muse has
dedicated its centre pages for more
contributions from Carol Voyt, on
the history of the property, reactions to the proposal and possible
solutions as well as a statement
from the Boys & Girls Club setting out their reasons for their
proposal. As always, the Muse has
tried to fairly include both sides of
the story.

Community
Aroused by
Subdivision
Application
by Boys &
Girls Club
Carol Voyt and others

A subdivision application by the
Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Victoria (B&G Club) that was
submitted to District administration in the latter part of 2020
has generated vocal opposition
within and beyond our community. Concern has stemmed
from an absence of dialogue with
long-term stakeholders, including
local taxpayers who have supported annual tax exemptions for

the B&G Club, past donors who
supported B&G Club’s acquisition of the property, and participants in the Club’s 2004 visioning
process. Most recently, former
Club employees, volunteers
and program participants with
first-hand experience of what the
98-acre Metchosin Club property
means to our regional youth have
expressed their opposition to the
subdivision application.
Controversy has been magnified by the disconnect between
well-documented representations

For more in depth coverage on this subject, please see pages 8 and 9 in this issue of the Muse.
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Thank you for slowing down!
Since the start of the New Year, I’ve observed increased police presence along Rocky Point Road in
front of Hans Helgesen school, and because of this
police presence I’ve noticed drivers are slowing down.
As a parent of children in Hans Helgesen
Elementary School I’m thankful for this reminder to
all of us that we need to slow down in school zones.
I’d like to thank the Westshore RCMP for patrolling

the school zone as well as the Integrated Road Safety
Unit – these important patrollers are doing their job
to help keep our children safe. Regardless of whether
there is a patroller sitting out front of the school or
not – school zones are in effect from 7:30 am–5:00 pm
on school days.
Candace Lecompte

Dear Metchosinites
Kara Sorensen lived and worked in Metchosin for
twenty years and, along with her partner Ned, raised
their family from the Metchosin Co-op Preschool
days to seeing their kids off to university. Kara has
managed Atman Massage Therapy Clinic, yoga and
pilates instruction as well as many other workshops,
retreats and therapies to help others improve their
personal health. Now, she is having to turn all of her
healing practice toward herself as she has been struggling with lung cancer for the last eight months.
Kara has worked very hard to maintain her trademark positive, ‘dig a little deeper’ attitude toward her
cancer. She writes, “I am doing all that I can to treat
this from all angles – physical, emotional, spiritual
– and learning a lot along the way. In September I began chemotherapy treatments, and after enduring all
the horror that entails, I found out last week that the
immunotherapy/chemotherapy protocol I have been
on is not working.” The Canadian Cancer agency has
little left to offer Kara but has encouraged her to continue looking for avenues to healing. She has to travel

abroad in order to receive treatment, recommended
to her by her healthcare practitioners, but not yet offered in Canada. It is a costly journey that will not be
easy for Kara or those who love her. In support, the
people around her have contributed to the Help Kara
Heal Gofundme campaign. http://bit.ly/37jJx3l
The Kara’s Journey To Health committee is also
hosting an online silent auction on March 27 and
28. Please keep your eyes peeled on the ‘Metchosin!’
Facebook page for the event information. This online
auction will be accepting donations from anyone who
has something to offer. I think we Metchosinites can
be a creative resourceful bunch. Let’s make this silent
auction something to celebrate our local excellence
in honour of one of our most beautiful, kind and
generous members. Please feel free to contact me at
karasorensonjourneybacktohealth@gmail.com.
Dayna Christ-Rowling

www.metchosinmuse.ca

The Muse website provides a quick way to access Metchosin’s
monthly newspaper, and it allows those with vision challenges to
magnify the .pdf files to a comfortable reading size. The current issue
and issues from the past year are there, along with contact information
and information for submissions, advertisers, and deadlines.

Muse Subscriptions

Editor’s Musings
It is a full edition again, so barely enough room to thank all our
contributors, advertisers and the Muse team for making it all
possible. The stress of COVID-19 and lock downs is enough to
make anyone grumpy, not to mention that it’s still weeks to the
cricket season. So, keep those positive stories coming and help
keep all our chins up!

We can mail the Muse to you each
month for $30 a year if it is to be posted
to a Canadian address.
Please send your information and
cheque to the Head of our Subscriptions
Department:
Joan Bradley
10 Bradene Road
Victoria BC V9C 4B1
Tel: 250-478-3451
Or you can email us at:
metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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Deadline: 15th of each month.
Payment in advance preferably by
e-transfer. Contact Linda at
amuselinda@gmail.com or
250-590-0168,

All photos submitted to the Muse should be
in jpg or tif format only. Please do not send
photos in word processing documents.

Celebrate the Dark
Mike Fischer – The Metchosin Foundation

We are very fortunate in Metchosin to have dark
night skies. The Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada’s star parties, hosted on the Metchosin
Municipal grounds, have been very popular over
the years as a way that members of the public can
have a chance to peek through a telescope at distant
celestial objects.
One notable recent celestial event that many
Metchosinites witnessed was The Great Conjunction
of Jupiter and Saturn in December 2020, which was
followed by the addition of Mercury to make it a triple conjunction on January 7. In March we will see
the moon make conjunctions with Jupiter (March
9), then Saturn (March 10), and finally Mars (March
19). On April 21-22 we will have the Lyrid meteor
shower, an annual event that has been witnessed by
humans for at least 2,700 years, produced when the
Earth passes through the tail of the comet C/1861
G1 Thatcher.
The ever-growing urban footprint of the Capital
Regional District (CRD) is rapidly reducing where
dark night skies can be enjoyed in the region. This

is not only a shame for people who are deprived of
this fascinating experience, but it is a threat to our
local flora and fauna. Light pollution is a growing
problem, but fortunately one that we have easy solutions for. Limiting urban sprawl is one, for which
Metchosin has done a great job thus far. Another is
to limit the amount of light that is able to shine in
directions it’s not needed. This means shades over
lanterns intended for lighting roads, parking lots,
and sidewalks, reducing light and energy wasted
shining skyward. Some municipalities have bylaws
requiring this. Limiting outdoor lighting in residential settings is also important, particularly for the
localised effect it has on rural and urban wildlife.
Turning off non-essential lights (or using motion
sensors if security is your concern) goes a long way
to doing your part to reduce the harmful effects of
light pollution to both your neighbours and nature.
Like our parks, trails, forests and beaches,
Metchosin’s dark night skies are a special part of
our community’s natural capital. They allow us to
step beyond our nighttime doorways and appreciate
celestial phenomena that are timeless – and increasingly difficult to experience elsewhere.
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Postscript to the
Out-of-country
Travel Controversy

Council News
MARCH 2021
COVID-19 Update – Municipal Operations and Council Meetings
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Editor’s note: one of the more unpleasant aspects of the travel controversy
was the ‘who said what when’ dispute. The following is a statement issued
by Council which is intended to bring some closure to that episode.

The District of Metchosin Municipal Hall continues to be closed to the public until further notice.
Wherever possible, business functions and services will continue, by telephone, email, virtual meetings
and by appointment (if absolutely necessary). If you have any questions, please contact the office at
250-474-3167, or by email at info@metchosin.ca.
Grant-In-Aid Program
Is your community organization in need of funding? Not-for-profit societies can apply for a grant-in-aid
until March 15. Council announces the names of recipients at the end of June. Applications are available at
www.metchosin.ca and at the Municipal Hall.
Budget Open House via Zoom – March 2021 (watch District website for date)
Find out how Council proposes to spend your tax dollars this year. Drop in to the budget open house,
information will be available on the 2021 draft operating budget and 2021 draft capital projects.
Important Changes to Home Owner Grant Program Effective for the 2021 Tax Year
The Province will now be entirely responsible for the home owner grant program effective for the 2021
property tax year. All home owners will have to apply directly to the Province online or over the phone.
The provincial application will be available early in the New Year, subject to the deposit of the regulations.
Work on the regulations is currently underway. Starting January 1, 2021 the District of Metchosin will no
longer accept retroactive or new applications for the grant and instead will direct homeowners to
www.gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant. For more information, please see your tax notice or the BC property
Taxation Branch, Ministry of Finance website.
Small and Medium Sized Business Recovery Grant Program
The Government of British Columbia (BC) launched the Small and Medium Sized Business Recovery Grant
Program in September 2020 to help businesses impacted by COVID-19. The program provides fully
funded grants of up to $30,000 to eligible BC businesses, along with up to $15,000 additional funding
to eligible tourism-based BC businesses. After listening to businesses, industry organizations, and local
elected officials, the Province streamlined the eligibility criteria, improving the experience for small and
medium sized businesses. Now, the Province needs to ensure every qualified business in the community
knows about this non-repayable grant. The program is a two-step process:
1. Businesses need to visit www.gov.bc.ca/businessrecoverygrant to learn how the program works,
determine eligibility requirements, and see what they need to apply. Then they are ready for Step
One: start their application.
2. After an application is received, the BC Government reviews for eligibility, reaching out to applicants if they have any questions or need more info. If eligibility is confirmed, businesses move to
Step Two: complete a recovery plan.
Driveway Culvert Maintenance
Residents are reminded to clear driveway culverts of debris to help prevent flooding. It is also property owners’
responsibility to ensure that water and gravel from your driveway do not enter onto the roadway. A permit is
required to undertake any work on the municipal roadway, including installation of driveways and culverts.
Soil Delivery Restricted Until May
Residents are reminded that soil delivery is restricted from November through April each year to help
reduce damage to roadways from heavy truck traffic. If your property is not within the Agricultural Land
Reserve, you may be permitted to bring in a small quantity of soil without a permit. Please contact the
Municipal Hall before bringing in soil, rock, gravel, or sand to ensure you comply with the community
bylaws and to avoid hefty fines.
District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – March 2021

CONSENSUS STATEMENT FROM METCHOSIN’S COUNCIL
SIGNED BY ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS, THE 28TH DAY OF
JANUARY, 2021.
Mayor Ranns was concerned
about the significant tensions and
concerns raised by fallout from
Councillor Kahakauwila’s travel in
early December 2020. The Mayor
brought in a mediator to assist
Council in resolving these issues as
quickly and effectively as possible.
Our goal was to sort out differences among Council members,
so that Council could clarify our
perspectives and continue functioning effectively in addressing
community issues.
We also wanted to minimize
stress and distractions for staff.
Mayor and Council have completed mediation and discussions. All agree that Councillor
Kahakauwila’s travel was illadvised. Councillor Kahakauwila
has apologized to the public (at
the January 18, 2021 Planning
Committee meeting) and has
made the decision to step down
as Deputy Mayor. There has
never been a formal travel approval mechanism for members
of Council, so Council was not
expected or empowered to approve anyone’s travel plans. All
members of Council confirm that
there was no active discussion or
debate by Council of Councillor

Kahakauwila’s travel in the lead up
to her departure. Some members of Council recall Councillor
Kahakauwila mentioning her
upcoming travel at our November
30 Zoom COVID-19 briefing for
Council and staff; other members
of Council do not remember that
mention. To address COVID-19
concerns, Council’s December 7
meeting was cancelled and amalgamated with our December 14
meeting in a November 5 email.
Some media have reported that
Council’s December 7 meeting
was cancelled due to Councillor
Kahakauwila’s absence; this is not
correct. As a result of these issues,
we have decided to review our
current Code of Conduct, and to
establish a rotating Acting Mayor
position. As Mayor and Council,
we wish to assure residents of
Metchosin that we will continue
to work together, and individually,
to fulfill our duties and responsibilities as elected officials of the
community. We agree to work sincerely, in good faith, and to respect
each other’s different perspectives.
We are committed to moving
forward in a positive and productive manner.

Working
for our
community

Please see meeting dates for the upcoming month. Meetings are held via Zoom and start at 7:00 pm. Due
to COVID-19 restrictions, meetings are subject to cancellation.
Healthy Community Advisory Committee ......................................... March 3
Finance & Environment Committee .................................................... March 8
Council Meeting ...................................................................................... March 8
Planning Committee ............................................................................. March 15
Parks Committee ................................................................................... March 15
Public Works Committee ..................................................................... March 15
Parks & Trails Advisory Committee ................................................... March 16
Council Meeting .................................................................................... March 22
Environmental Advisory Committee ................................................. March 23
Meetings are subject to change, for updated information please call the District office at 250-474-3167 or
refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca.

Hon. Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

Metchosin Municipal Hall – www.metchosin.ca 250-474-3167 – info@metchosin.ca
MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd 1

WE ARE
LOOKING FOR
A METCHOSIN
PROPERTY
TO BUY
If you are thinking of
moving, contact us.
metchosinbound@gmail.com

Family of four
Long time Metchosin fans
Currently in Langford
Flexible on timing
Private Sale or Use of an Agent

2018-04-12 2:26 PM
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Metchosin
Real Estate
Tom Wood, eXp Realty

There were four homes listed and
sold through the Multiple Listing
Service (MLS) in Metchosin in
January 2021. All sold for above
the asking price (+6.6% average), totalling an average sale of
$1,305,250 per home. The average
time spent on the market was 2.25
days. The average lot size per property was 1.69 acres, and two out of
four were luxury homes based on
their size and features.
Compared to the previous year,
there were four homes listed in
January 2020. During this period,
the average time spent on the
Kym Hill, testing the waters. Photo by Barb Sawatsky market was 24.5 days. Two out of
four listings sold below the asking
price (-3% average), and the other
two did not sell after an average of
55 days.
Housing markets continue
afternoons from March through
serious problems plaguing the
to thrive in the Capital Regional
waterway at that time.
August to assist with stream-side
District. Low-interest rates and
Currently, there is a completely
vegetation management, inspecnew set of issues in the upper section and trash removal from eight flexible remote-work environments caused by COVID-19
tions of the Bilston watershed. The critical sites along the stream.
have increased the demand for
BWHPA would like to compare
There will also be opportunities
single-family homes in rural areas.
present findings to those collected
to assist with monitoring water
Consequently, as downtown condo
in earlier years and are asking resiquality and flow rate, and trout
listings surge across Canada, more
dents for input regarding concerns
population data collection at vari- families are flocking from city-life to
and recent changes within this
ous sites in the watershed.
enjoy suburban living. CTV News
watershed, especially in regards to
If you are interested in helpVancouver Island recently identidegradation of waterways, springs
ing, email Kym at kymonstream@ fied Sooke, Metchosin, and other
and domestic wells.
gmail.com. For further inforWestshore communities as local
The BWHPA needs some helpmarkets most affected by this trend.
mation on Bilston Creek go to
ing hands for small work parties
Tim Hurlbut from TNT
which will be organized on Sunday bilstoncreek.org.
Mortgages shared his views on this
phenomenon, which is occurring
across Canada, in a recent interview with Mortgage Broker News
stating, “The reason for the exodus,

Bilston Creek Watershed Revival
Barb Sawatsky

Kym Hill and her husband,
Charles Knighton, have lived
beside Bilston Creek for over forty
years. Kym is a keen fisherwoman
and over time noticed that trout
were in decline and that pollution and flooding were impacting
wildlife habitat. As a result of her
observations, she and a group
of concerned residents formed
the Bilston Watershed Habitat
Protection Association (BWHPA)
to seek remedies to the various

Can You Be a Bilstoneer?

The 2021 Bilston Watershed Habitat Protection Association program needs volunteer assistance in:
1. One (or more) of eight restoration events scheduled for coming months.
– half days every two weeks on Sunday afternoons 1:00–4:00 pm.
– work to include: stream-side/in-stream trash removal; vegetation assessment, management,
replanting stream-side; large woody debris in-stream assessment and management; in-stream and
stream-side habitat creation.
2.

Collection of data regarding water quality and water flow
– reading and recording water levels at established gauge sites using hand held meters ~ two hours
per week
– collecting water samples & delivering to the lab (those with an established science background
and/or an interest in water science most welcome!) ~ four hours per week

3.

Current trout population information collection: In conjunction with MOEFisheries
– BWHPA has acquired an underwater camera and we hope to employ this tool in a major way...time
commitment flexible.
– traps may need to be employed as well... if so, we will need dedicated help for three hours for three
consecutive days.

4.

Sharing and collating of local knowledge
– cleaning trash from the waterway/witnessing issues/informing BWHPA. It is obvious that trash
removal and LWD management is in dire need of attention - approx time commitment ~ minimal:
a phone call or email to us
To “enlist”: Contact BWHPA project coordinator Kym Hill via email at kymonstream@gmail.com or

by phone: 250-532-9035. For general BWHPA information see website: bilstoncreek.org

Be Bear &
Cougar Smart!
For information about staying
safe around wildlife, please visit
the district website:

www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources

in my opinion, is more people are
being forced to spend time with
family and are enjoying it,” he said.
“The hustle and bustle can be tough
on families and relationships, and
people realize a slower pace in life
can be more enjoyable.”
There is speculation around
the long-term performance of real
estate in rural communities. As
British Columbia moves towards
its vaccination deadline and the
economy improves, some employers might want/need to resume
business operations in a central
location; thus, reducing the number of remote work positions. It is
unclear if and how this will impact
real estate prices, but it could
balance out demand levels if daily
commuting becomes an issue for
certain buyers.
Over the next few months, the
real estate market is forecasted to
remain in favour of sellers, with
demand projected to continue into
the spring-summer. Although fall
and winter are typically slower
months for real estate in Victoria, it
is difficult to predict what will happen this year. COVID-19 vaccination progress, economic performance, and government policy are
all factors that may influence buyer
demand and sale prices.
References:
CTV News Vancouver Island.
(2021) Greater Victoria real estate
market surges in 2021
Jarvis, Clayton. 2021). Mortgage
Broker News. The realities of
Canada’s pandemic-triggered urban
exodus
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Metchosin Rallies For Our First Responders
Chris Moehr, Vice President,
Association for the Protection of
Rural Metchosin (APRM)
In May 2018, all residents of the
District of Metchosin fell victim
to a newly centralized Critical
Response Model (CRM) for the
dispatch of emergency services to
9-1-1 calls. Despite claims from
provincial authorities that this new
dispatch approach is considered
a, “world-wide best practice” this
new model utterly fails our rural
Metchosin community. To state the
obvious, we are NOT Oak Bay.
Prior to the institution of this
centralized dispatch system, our
local Fire Department and, in
particular, our First Response
Team would be notified of all 9-1-1
call-outs originating within the
Metchosin capture area that also
includes the Beecher Bay lands.
Under the new system, Metchosin
does not get notified of all 9-1-1
calls and we are paying a price in
terms of the safety and the wellbeing of our residents and visitors.
Metchosin’s first responders
have been serving our community for over 30 years. The annual
operating budget for training and

Looking
for that
P Sign
at Tower
Point
Johnny Carline

Tower Point Park is a lovely small
Capital Regional District (CRD)
park, technically part of the
Witty’s Lagoon Park, but really a
separate small gem off Olympic
View Drive. It would have been
even lovelier had Metchosin
Council taken the opportunity to
establish a trail link between it and
Blaney Trail some years ago when
the adjacent land was being subdivided; but they didn’t, for reasons
that remain unfathomable, and so
we move on.

equipment is rarely questioned at
Local, well-trained rescue workers
community-wide petition in an
the Council table, and for good
with knowledge of our extensive
attempt to restore the former callreason. It is notable that the cost
parks and enviable trail systems,
out status of our locally-based First
of this service is borne entirely by
combined with access to specialResponse Team. We were soon
Metchosin taxpayers at no cost to
ized off-road equipment, provide
joined in this effort by three other
the Province.
fast, formidable and potentially
local organizations: the Metchosin
Our first responders have an
life-saving advantages when
Community Association, the
enviable record of ‘being on the
emergencies occur. Moreover,
Metchosin Equestrian Society, and
scene’ in less than 5
the Metchosin Seniors
minutes. Data has
Association.
recently shown that
The signature colin 42% of call-outs
“Local, well-trained rescue workers with lection method proved
to 9-1-1, emergency
daunting as doorknowledge ... provide fast, formidable
service provided by
to-door solicitation
the BC Ambulance
precluded under
and potentially life-saving advantages” was
Service it has taken
COVID-19 health adviin excess of 15
sories. It involved hunminutes, and in a
dreds of e-mails and
number of cases,
personal phone calls to
our locally-based first responders
much longer.
potential petitioners and extensive
are often friends and neighbours
The case for Metchosin to opt
follow-up. Following two months
who can offer immediate care and
out of the new CRM response
of work by various participants the
system, or partially so, is not solely comfort to the stricken party and
tally of co-petitioners reached 526.
based on response times. It is, to
Under non-COVID-19 conditions
their loved ones, as well as to pets
quote again from provincial auwe are confident the total would
and livestock on the property.
thorities, about “providing people
have at least doubled.
Few words can describe the value
with care when and where they
Accordingly, we wish to express
of this local knowledge base and
need it”.
our
sincere thanks to all those
capacity. And that, dear residents,
Much of Metchosin presents
Metchosin
residents who took the
is the background to what follows.
geographical challenges, especially
time
to
support
this initiative.
In late 2020, prompted by the
in our uplands area where many
On
behalf
of
the APRM, I
Metchosin Muse’s front-page article
properties having long, steep,
would
like
to
take
this opporof the November issue Where Are
winding, and narrow driveways.
tunity
to
also
thank
those many
Our Calls?, the APRM initiated a

Now, two much less significant
developments serve as minor irritants. The increasing population
in nearby municipalities and the
impact of COVID-19 on people’s
desire to spend time outdoors
have led to an increased usage of
the park, even during the winter.
Unfortunately, the grass parking
lot is only open in the summer
months and the few roadside
gravel parking spaces are soon full.
As a result, visitors are parking on
the narrow street and chewing up
the grass verges as they try to get
as far off the road as they can. It is
a mess.
At the same time, the always
clean, always convenient comfort
station, discretely located in the
woods at the far end of the park,
has been closed and a notice
posted indicating that the closure
is permanent and that a new replacement toilet is being planned.
In the meantime, a portable toilet,
unfortunately often referred to as
a “Johnny-on-the spot”, has been
installed at the entrance to the
park. So, if you are happily watching the seals, sea lions or river otters at the south end of the park,
and you feel the need to go, you
have a lengthy walk to get to the

facility. And in this cold weather,
if you are getting on a bit, by the
time you return to the shoreline,
it is likely time to go again.
The Muse contacted the CRD
to ask about these situations. We
were advised that plans for hard
surfacing the parking lot are
scheduled for this summer, with
construction to follow in 2022.
The toilet has been closed
mainly because of safety concerns
connected with the surrounding
trees. Their stability is in question (and, indeed, recent winds
have been playing havoc with
that copse) and though trails go
through it, there is “an extra duty
of care” which needs to be exercised in situations where “people
are expected to be sedentary” (I
think we get the picture). A new
toilet is scheduled to be built in a
safer place sometime in 2021.
So, for the remaining COVID19-induced demand period, visitors to the beautiful Tower Point
who wish to be respectful to local
residents, should park elsewhere
and walk or use a bicycle to get
there and, while watching the
seals, be ready to cross their legs
until sometime next fall.

Gardening Workshops and Seedling Sales
• March 20 - Vegetable Growing Basics Workshop
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individuals who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes to help us not
only reach but surpass our target.
At significant risk of failing to recognize one or more persons, these
are: Bob and Jennifer Burgis, Carol
Carman, Deirdre Chettleburgh,
District staff, Shelly and Brent
Donaldson, Stella French, Sandy
Jenkins, Frances Kuret, Kathy
Saluke, and in particular, Rachel
French de Mejia who took on
the formidable task of collecting, verifying and rolling up the
extensive list of co-petitioners over
a two-month period. The old adage
is true – we could not have done
this without you.
At the time of writing, 15
Letters of Petition and associated
documents have been distributed
to appropriate authorities, including the BC Ministry of Health. We
will keep you informed of further
developments as they arise. Watch
for updates in upcoming editions of
the Metchosin Muse. Please note that
if you wish to add your name to the
petition to get our calls back contact
metchosinaprm@gmail.com
or call Kathy at 250-478-6549

The loo at Tower Point is locked and it’s a long cold walk to find
relief! Photo by Nadene Carline

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

• April 10- Seeds and Starts Sale: 9am-4pm

250-889-6161

• May 8 - Seeds and Starts Sale: 9am-4pm

250-642-4044

or

since 1980

Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

• Year Round Farm Stand: Tue & Sat
Certiﬁed Organic IOPA
# 1920 since 2013

More info: www.seablufffarm.com/
workshops

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

Supporting
Environmental
Stewardship
and Education
in our

Community
visit us at:

metchosinfoundation.ca

Registered charity
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From Metchosin
With Love –
A Journal’s Journey
Valerie Jaeger

Some Cliff Drive residents woke up on February 13 not only to see snow, but
also to see a neighbour clearing several neighbourhood driveways, as he does
whenever it snows; Stan Miller is one of Metchosin’s many really good guys.
Photo by Johnny Carline

Metchosin Community House

HOUSE HAPPENINGS
In response to the current province-wide restrictions, the Metchosin Community House programs,
viewing of Art on the Wall and rentals are cancelled. The only exception is the VIHA Adult Day
Program as this program is permitted under the current health order. No private rentals will be permitted or booked until further notice. Masks are required to be worn by anyone entering the Community
House. Emails and phone messages will be checked periodically. The Office will re-open when
Public Health Orders permit.

ONGOING PROGRAMS:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays: Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program – 9:00
am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile program coordinator Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440.

Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley Road Info: 250-478-5155 Email: mcahouse@telus.net

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

My friend Peggy loves winter. She loves the
cold and everything about the cold – tingling cheeks, visible breath, snow-crusted
mittens, stomping feet, the quiet that comes
from stillness, the stillness that comes from
quiet, going out into the cold, and coming
in from the cold. Cold, however, is one of
the reasons that I have moved to Metchosin
while Peggy remains in Kitchener.
For her December
birthday, I sent Peggy
a copy of A Journey. A
Journal. by Metchosin’s
own Gretchen Markle.
Because Peggy and I had
shared the magic of Witty’s
Lagoon during numerous
walks on her last visit, I
knew she would treasure
the personal record of
daily developments, some
subtle and some sudden.
What neither of us could
have known was that
Gretchen’s Journal was
about to become a daily
companion on a journey of
another kind.
At the same time as the Journal arrived
in Kitchener, Peggy’s slightly younger
brother, Peter, was in one of Canada’s
flagship hospitals, fading away in front of
everyone’s eyes. In spite of consistent medical inputs and efforts, and over 70 days in
hospital, Peter had shed over 60 pounds
and survived an in-patient bout with
COVID-19 before any diagnosis was made.
When the diagnosis came, it was not a
good one. His optimism eventually turned
to resignation, but Peter’s burning desire to
leave hospital and go outside one last time
never faded.
At Peter’s hospital bedside, Peggy began
to read aloud sections of the Journal about

Re-Vision:

Witty’s Lagoon, initially because she did
not really know what else to do. She continued the practice because a transformation
happened as she read. Every day the once
“not star material but very solid” Junior
B hockey defenseman was transported to
a place that he had never seen, but whose
very existence nonetheless comforted him.
The exquisite chronicle of Witty’s Lagoon
gave him the outside world while he was
inside, gave him spring while he was in the
depths of his winter, and
assured him of the renewal
of life.
Peter was transferred
twice to other hospitals
and eventually to palliative
care at Princess Margaret
Hospital. The Journal
accompanied him down
hallways, up and down
elevators, into waiting ambulances (does that count
as ‘outside’?), through
automatic doors and along
asphalt streets lined by
concrete sidewalks.
In the days immediately
preceding his death, Peggy
explained how the Journal
had morphed into being less of a vehicle by
which to help Peter and more of a personal
comfort for her, as Peter no longer had the
energy to hear even a few lines of reading. Peter died early one wintery January
morning and Peggy took the Journal home
with her. The Journal now sits on a small,
old mahogany table in Kitchener where
it continues to be a daily source of quiet
joy, surprising little delights and treasured
memories. As Peggy said to me on the
phone, “It gave me hope when I had none
and brought the promise of spring to my
darkest days.” And then she added, “I still
love winter. I’ll always love winter!” I’m
taking that as a good sign.

Installing...

99%

Photo-Based Art
SHOW:

March 6 – May 2
Saturday–Sunday
11:00 am – 4:00 pm
•••

OPENING:

Friday, March 5th
7–8:00 pm
•••

ARTIST TALK:

rs &
First responde nel
n
o
s
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e
p
m i l i ta ry

25% off
Your Dream Kitchen is One Call Away

Friday, March 26th
7–8:00 pm
Opening and Artist Talk
are virtual events on
Zoom, please see our
facebook page for details

WE SPECIALIZE IN INSTALLING:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dishwashers
Hood Fans
OTR Microwaves
Laundry Sets
Electric Cooktops
Electric Ranges,

• Fridge Water Line
• Built-in Refrigerators
• Cabinet Panel
Integration
• Anti-Tip Brackets
• Trim Kits

• Delivery
• Removal / Disposal of
old equipment
• We also assemble
Barbecues!

Dreaming in COVID. Lorna Zaback

Feature Artist: Lorna Zaback
Plus 20 Southern Vancouver Island Artists
4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin, BC
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca
#MetchosinArtPod

We accept cash, e-transfer, credit & cheque.
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Local Farmers and Farms

Umi Nami Farm
their leanest months, the box of
veggies offered to their loyal customers certainly looked remarkably fresh, clean, and delicious.
This month marks the 25th
The global coronavirus pananniversary of the creation of
demic has put intense focus on
Umi Nami Farm by Yoshiko
food security, the origins of the
Unno and her late partner
food, and the role of loTsutomu Suganami.
cal farmers. The potenSpecializing in certitial danger to shoppers
fied organic Japanese
and staff of crowded
vegetables and a
supermarkets during
year-round harvest,
the global pandemic
the farm is a true gem
and the fragility of the
in Metchosin and the
food supply chain to
pandemic has only
Vancouver Island, have
highlighted its resilleft people searching for
ience and increased
reliable, low-contact,
its popularity.
fresh locally grown
Set on a specvegetables. Heather said
tacular ten-acre parcel
the farm was inundated
of land within the
with calls in the spring
Agricultural Land
of 2020 from people
Reserve, there are
begging to be put on
25 greenhouses and
their list for fresh farm
numerous growing
produce. Farms like Umi
fields occupying about
Nami are ideally suited
three productive acres
to survive the pandemic
of the parcel. One
and pivot their strateof the themes of the
gies with their sales
farm is succession
directly to their neighplanting; thus, not all
bours and community
the greenhouses are
members. Despite their
in production all at
incredible work ethic,
once. Currently, peas
long hours in the fields
are sprouting in seed
and greenhouses, and
trays and vegetable
Heather Ramsay displaying the veggies in the food
what appears to be
seedlings are planted
box this week. Photo by Marie-Térèse Little
magical dirt, demand for
every week according
their organic produce
to the farm plan. The
beets, lettuce, green onions, zucoutstrips the supply. This is good
farm employs two full-time and
chini, and tomatoes. Umi Nami
news in the long run for the future
five part-time farmers.
farm also features a substantive or- of all Metchosin farms including
Using unheated greenhouses
chard where apples, pears, plums,
Umi Nami. I truly believe that
and outdoor fields, Yoshiko and
and
quince
are
grown.
Although
the key to Metchosin remaining
her business partner Heather
February
and
March
are
by
far
a productive rural community is
Ramsay grow Japanese specialty
Marie-Térèse Little, Councillor,
Parks Chair, District of Metchosin

crops as well as many Western
vegetables. A year-round box
program is offered featuring Asian
greens, Japanese turnips, daikon,
snow and snap peas, Japanese
cucumber, eggplant, peppers,
cabbage, Chinese cabbage, carrots,

Yoshiko Unno and her business partner Heather Ramsay on a wet
day at Umi Nami farm. Photo by Marie-Térèse Little

in the resilience, adaptability, and
success of our local farmers.
Congratulations and gratitude
to Umi Nami Farm for providing
such wonderful organic crop of
vegetables for your neighbours.
Happy 25th Anniversary!
Contact information for
Umi Nami Farm is:
uminamifarm@gmail.com,
961 Matheson Lake Park Road,
Metchosin, 250-391-0763.

Metchosin – why this scene?!
What’s at stake when bylaw enforcement
in Metchosin is ineffective? We lose trees.
We become the dumping ground for
someone else’s rubble and waste. We see
risks to our aquifers and wetlands. We’re
plagued by noise. In some cases, like the
one pictured here, we have property
owners burning massive piles of garbage
on their land.

The District of Metchosin has recently
taken a step toward addressing residents’
concerns by completing an internal review
of its bylaw enforcement processes. This
is one step of many needed.

Please let your Council
know you care and are
seeking improvement.

The Association for the Protection of
Rural Metchosin calls on the District to
keep going. We ask that you strengthen
enforcement bylaws, the collection of
fines, and improve the bylaws that
protect our rural community.

Contact: mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca

Learn more about this photo at www.metchosinaprm.org

8

Metchosin Muse • March 2021

Metchosin club site: Boys & Girls Club – post-acquisition stakeholder visioning
workshop. Graphic by Number TEN Architectural Group.

History of the Boys and Girls Property
Carol Voyt and others

PURCHASE OF THE
PROPERTY BY THE BOYS
AND GIRLS CLUB
In 1984, the Boys and Girls Club
(B&G Club) made arrangements
with the Province, the then owners, to begin using the property for
outdoor-oriented youth programs.
Discussions regarding property disposition began to emerge
within the administrating agency,
the BC Buildings Corporation
(BCBC) in 2002. Both the District
of Metchosin and the B&G Club
were acknowledged by BCBC as
potential buyers, with Metchosin
expressing interest in acquiring the property in early 2003.
At that time, it was customary
procedure for BCBC to offer the
corresponding municipality a
first-option to purchase when an
asset was deemed to be surplus
to crown requirements. However,
the BCBC made a decision in
favour of the B&G Club, setting
out their rationale for this decision
in a BCBC Briefing Note dated

Our restaurant
operations are closed
at this time; we truly
thank our wonderful
community for the
incredible support
over the years!

L

Now offering

Pizza

N

3:00–7:00 pm

R

Friday & Saturday
Pickup only
See our website for menu

GLENROSA
FARM

5447 Rocky Point Road
Metchosin

250-478-6186
www.glenrosafarm.com

CLUB REPRESENTATIONS,
DONOR AND STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT, VISIONING
PROCESS AND SUBSEQUENT
USE OF THE PROPERTY
Following the 2004 property
acquisition, the B&G Club reached
out proactively to Metchosin
District and residents to advise of

the completed purchase and plans
for in-depth stakeholder engagement. Minutes of the April 26, 2004
District Council meeting include
the following statement from B&G
Club representatives, “Boys & Girls
Club Services of Greater Victoria
is pleased to announce that it has
completed the necessary steps to
purchase the property in Metchosin
which it uses for a number of camp
and outdoor-based programs.
Current programs operate from
a no-trace or ‘minimal impact’
philosophy and we will continue
with this philosophy. The agency
will soon begin a comprehensive
visioning process, involving the
District of Metchosin, neighbours,
area residents and stakeholders,
to decide how benefits from the
property can best be realized, both
for local residents and for children,
youth and families from all of
greater Victoria.”
The Club also issued a general
press release, helping to kick off a
multi-year fundraising campaign
to offset the property purchase
cost. Included in the Club’s 2004
press release was the following

statement, “Boys & Girls Club also
understands the importance of
the 98-acres of green space to the
residents of Metchosin and, indeed,
we have identified the property’s
rural environment as its key asset.
It is our desire to maintain the
property’s ‘natural’ environment,
thereby allowing for re-creation
from urban life for all future users.
Ecologically sound operating principles will continue to be key in our
stewardship of the property.”
Similar representations were
made in a rezoning application submitted to the District of Metchosin
by the B&G Club in 2007, “The
‘back’ 40 acres of our property has
remained in a pristine natural state
composed of Garry oak, Arbutus
and Douglas fir. There are also
small stream and wetland ecosystems contained in this area ... We
are exploring the possibility of
pursuing a conservation covenant
for this endangered Garry oak/
Arbutus ridge which would ensure
this unique habitat for wildlife observation and nature studies would
be maintained in perpetuity. To
that end we are incorporating this

possibility into our current capital
campaign as an attractive element
to potential donors.”
In a March 1, 2011 article published in the Goldstream Gazette,
B&G Club representatives stated
that their mortgage on the B&G
Club property had been paid in
full after just “six short years” of
fundraising and that by 2010,
“about 1,500 kids from Greater
Victoria attended the camp,”
noting the dramatic increase in attendance from only 300 program
attendees in 2008.
For well over a decade following the property acquisition and
visioning process, the Club offered
a variety of outdoor-oriented
youth programs, while engaging
constructively with stakeholders
including the Metchosin Bioblitz
Project, Habitat Acquisition Trust
and Westmont Montessori School,
to name a just few. The 98-acre
property had evolved to become
a model for the provision of
regional youth services and the accommodation of complementary,
nature-based learning.

G
E

Neapolitan Style

March 20, 2003, which included
the statement, “The Boys and
Girls Club of Greater Victoria has
been running the camp on behalf
of the Ministry of Children and
Family Development. In keeping
with Government’s direction to
support private sector providers if they assume responsibility
for programs and services, the
Corporation, under the direction
of the Ministry, approached the
Boys and Girls Club to discuss
purchasing Metchosin Camp for
ongoing program delivery.”
With support from the
Ministry of Children and Family
Development, the B&G Club submitted a purchase offer in 2003.
The purchase and sale agreement
was finalized in March 2004.

O
S
A

Order your Seeds for 2021!
100% Metchosin-Grown Seeds • Local Pickup Available
250+ Varieties • Certiﬁed Organic

Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405

10% Off Online Orders for Muse Readers
Enter code M U S E2021
at Online Checkout

www.metchosinfarm.ca
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The Boys and
Girls Club’s
Case for the
Subdivision
and Sale of
the Property

We are not real estate developers constructing a subdivision
and, although laudable, it isn’t our
mandate to retain property for
conservation purposes. Our core
mission is to provide safe, supportive places for young people
and their families to experience
new opportunities, build positive
relationships and develop skills
for life.
For 60 years in Greater
Victoria, we have been community
builders, offering life-changing experiences to thousands of children
and youth.
Our association with
Metchosin began more than 35
years ago when our non-profit
agency began offering youth justice programs on the 98-acre property on Metchosin Road. For many
years, countless young offenders
annually experienced wilderness
programming on the site, building life skills, managing anger and
learning to work in teams.
In 2004, we purchased the
property from the provincial gov-

deliver critical supports to children and youth.
Look around our region and
it’s easy to see new demand pressures, particularly in growing
communities such as Langford,
Colwood, Central Saanich and
Sooke. Critical services, including youth mental health support
related to COVID-19, need to be
available close to home. Through
the sale of the 40-acre parcel, we
can provide more services to more
young people.
While some have called us
Wayne Jensen,
secretive about our intentions with
community volunteer and Treasurer
the Metchosin property, the truth
of the Boys & Girls Club of Greater
is we began this open process more
Victoria Foundation
than a year ago in discussions with
the municipality. We formally apFamilies at risk, homelessness
plied to the District of Metchosin
prevention, substance use, mental
to begin their subdivision process
health challenges are issues I never
in early 2020 and we discussed our
imagined a children’s charity
intent openly with the mayor and
would face on a daily basis. But
council in September.
they are the modern challenges of
We understand some people
our growing, dynamic community.
in Metchosin want this property
The Boys & Girls Club of
protected as a natural space and
Greater Victoria routinely offers
we have heard of indirect interest
quality out-ofin a land conservation
school care, sumagency, community
mer camps and
group or municipal/
“...although laudable, it isn’t our
youth outreach
regional government
programming, but
mandate
to
retain
property
for
potentially purchasing
we are increasingly
the property for preserbeing called upon to conservation purposes.”
vation. Our transparent
deal with society’s
process means any one
toughest problems.
of these preservation
Through that
initiatives
will have fair and equal
lens – the need to help more peoernment at fair market value with
purchasing opportunity.
ple with complex needs – the Boys the intention of operating these
As I write this, the 40-acre
& Girls Club of Greater Victoria
important programs long into the
parcel
has not yet been divided,
Foundation made the considered
future. But when Canada changed
has
not
been listed for sale and
decision to divide our large propits young offender laws, those prowe have not engaged any offers
erty in Metchosin and sell off a 40- grams were effectively eliminated.
from prospective purchasers. It is
acre parcel. The future sale, which
It was the beginning of an evoluour intention to continue operatis a long way from being realized,
tion in youth needs in Greater
ing programming this spring and
will help fund these critical needs.
Victoria that has reshaped our
summer on our existing land,
But never did we imagine it would program needs for this property.
which is largely protected in the
spark such local community reacWe have always strived to be
Agricultural Land Reserve.
tion, with some of our long-time
good neighbours and serve our
Not everyone will agree
neighbours crying foul.
community well, welcoming
with our decision, but we hope
In recent weeks, we have
school groups, environmental
worked hard to set the record
clubs and First Responder trainers residents of southern Vancouver
Island will look at our long track
straight, but I am troubled by the
to experience the property. But as
misinformation I continue to hear a board, we are concerned that an- record of serving the community
in the community regarding our
nual maintenance costs, insurance, and see that we are, as always,
placing the needs of the region’s
motives. I can clear things up: we
safety enhancements and profesyoung people first. Never have
are motivated to help today’s chilsional services divert resources
dren, youth and families. Period.
their needs been greater.
from our core responsibility to

Reactions to 2020
Subdivision Application
Carol Voyt and others

The recent shift in the Boys and
Girls Club (B&G Club) intentions
for the property has come as a surprise and a great disappointment
to many. Mayor Ranns captured
community sentiment when
he stated earlier this year that
Metchosin residents feel betrayed.
The Metchosin B&G Club property
was acquired with significant philanthropic and taxpayer support
(the latter indirectly, via provincial
funding) and it has since received
generous annual property tax exemptions. The disconnect between
the B&G Club’s 2020 subdivision
application and the prior and wellestablished pattern of B&G Club
representations to stakeholders is
particularly concerning.
Among the most passionate responses to the subdivision application are those coming from former
B&G Club employees, volunteers
and outdoor youth program participants. In mid-January, former
B&G Club employees Samantha
(Sam) Jubinville-Mah and Lauren
Bernardi created an online petition which, in less than two weeks,
gained the support of over 3000
people. The petition, located
at: http://chng.it/xDs4b58w4P is
still growing.
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In an interview, Sam and
Lauren expanded on their reasons
for speaking out against the subdivision. As young leaders, both
women are driven by a desire to
help guide a fundamentally good
non-profit back into better alignment with its stated organizational
values, including: Respect “We
ensure that everyone – children,
youth, families, volunteers, staff
– is heard, valued and treated
fairly” and Working Together
“We work together with young
people, families, volunteers, our
communities and governments”. A
sample comment from the petition
site illustrates the concerned and
respectful tone of signatories, “I
have emotional attachment to the
land as it played a massive part
in my adolescent development. I
learned to live right, on that land
and it would be a shame to see the
land subdivided and utilized for
something aside from its intended
purpose” – Colm Knight.
In their 2007 rezoning application, the B&G Club executive
summarized the natural attributes
of the “back” 40 acres that are
the subject of the 2020 subdivision application. Local author
and naturalist Kem Luther has
offered additional detail in a
recent, direct communication to
the B&G Club executive, “Most

conservation efforts tend to focus
on endangered species, such as
the Western Painted Turtle, since
these are the subject of federal and
provincial legislation, but from
an environmental standpoint, this
approach leaves out much that is
important. What we should seek
to conserve is the whole biotic web
of life that provides the context for
these endangered species, many
of which have yet to appear on
official lists and some of which are
even unknown to science. The segment of the Boys and Girls Club
property under consideration is an
especially good example of a second growth Douglas fir and Garry
oak forest and of species-rich
meadows and wetlands--natural
contexts that are under strong
environmental pressure over much
of the Greater Victoria area. The
Metchosin property of the Boys
and Girls Club is, in short, a biodiversity hotspot.”
For more than three decades,
a variety of outdoor programs
offered on the current Metchosin
B&G Club property have been able
to occur without adverse impact
on the site’s rare native habitat
and diverse flora and fauna. In
turn, the site’s natural capital has
nurtured youth from across our
region. Surely this is a legacy
worth preserving.

Canoeing Pond on the Boys & Girls Club property. Photo by
Samantha Jubinville-Mah

Potential Solutions
Carol Voyt and others

The liquidation of assets to fund youth services is not a sustainable model. However, earning ongoing revenue by leasing or
renting to other qualified youth service providers (e.g. Power To
Be, Outward Bound, etc.) could be.
The Boys and Girls Club’s (B&G Club) 2004 acquisition of
the Metchosin property was supported by BC’s Ministry of
Children and Family Development. More recently, and over
the past five years alone, the Ministry has conveyed more than
$15 million in funding support to B&G Club regional programming. The current Minister, the Honourable Mitzi Dean, is a
resident of Metchosin and thus well-positioned to understand
local history and concerns. If we consider the homelessness
prevention, mental health support and substance use related
youth services that the Club cited in its January 2021 press
release, and in parallel consider the growing regional demand
for outdoor and nature-based youth programs, it is clear that
Minister Dean’s remit encompasses both arenas. Corresponding
strategy, planning and budget decisions within the Ministry
could thus play key roles in helping to ensure that both areas of
social need are addressed, without the permanent impairment
or loss of an irreplaceable regional asset like the Metchosin
B&G Club property. Potential may also exist for inter-Ministry
collaboration (e.g. with Municipal Affairs), to support the realization of a better, long-term outcome for our region’s youth.
Local residents and past Club donors might also consider
communicating concerns directly to current B&G Club executive, in the spirit of guiding a respected non-profit back into
alignment with its stated organizational values and its past
representations to stakeholders. Such action would reinforce
the ongoing efforts of former B&G Club employees, volunteers
and program attendees to ensure that the legacy of the property
is preserved for future generations.
A critical next step would be for the B&G Girls Club executive to participate in meaningful, multi-stakeholder dialogue
regarding the future of the Metchosin B&G Club property.
I wish to thank the many contributing authors who have
allowed me to review their archived records and to consolidate
their words and knowledge into the articles contained in this
edition of the Metchosin Muse.

LATORIA
PHARMACY

Looking for personalized
Ask about
our foot care
care and advice?
nurse.
Transfer your prescriptions here.
115–611 Brookside Road
by the Red Barn Market
Phone 250-590-7012
Friday is ➭
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A Rare
Encounter
Owen Enright and Will O’Connell

Have you ever had that tickle in the back of
your throat or a shiver down your spine that
tells you something out of the ordinary was
going to happen to you? You aren’t exactly
sure what it means, but you know that it
means something. Well, that was the exact
feeling Will O’Connell had on the evening
of January 16 when he and his two friends,
Owen Enright and Andrew Green, sent
their kayaks into Parker Bay and headed out
towards Race Rocks.
It was an evening filled with a salt-brine
breeze and a smooth horizon of gently
wisped cotton cloud, contentedly mixed
amongst the chiseled volcanic black of the
Olympics. As the sun solemnly began to
drop into the Pacific, the group said their
final goodbyes to the Stellar sea lions who
swirled and barked around them in the
bellow of the tidal currents. It was a stunning, albeit rather uneventful kayak into the
Juan De Fuca Strait and the only concern
the group faced that day was the rapid loss
of light.
They contemplated pulling into Pedder
Bay and hiking home, yet came to the
convenient consensus to paddle on towards
Weirs Beach. As they rounded William
Head, skirting the shoreline amongst the
bull kelp, Will exclaimed that he saw a sea
turtle, and began to paddle as if he couldn’t
believe his own eyes. The others gasped and
immediately turned around to investigate
such a grandiose statement.
Sure enough, there was a Green sea
turtle. It was floating, deceased, in front
of them. Owen began to heave the bulky
reptilian corpse upright to get a closer
look as Will and Andrew braced his boat.

The grizzly remains of a Green sea turtle that confronted kayakers off William Head. Photo by Owen Enright

They were quickly met with the distaste of
decomposition as the turtle’s shell hissed
its last bloated breath directly into their
nostrils. As they finally managed to right
the turtle, its exposed vertebrae and skull
suddenly lurched towards them and they all
met face to face.
As the group was caught completely off
guard by the blank expressiveness of the
turtle’s stare in combination with the absurdity of the situation, all they could do was
laugh. Before darkness fully fell upon the

ripe smelling bunch, they hauled the turtle
home to examine it further before returning
it back to sea.
The group has since learned that it’s
not unheard of for sea turtles to wash
up along the outer shores of Vancouver
Island, although they are rarely found this
far inside of the Juan de Fuca strait. Four
species of sea turtles swim off our coast:
Leatherbacks, Loggerheads, Olive Ridley
and Green sea turtles. Greens often arrive as
warm currents have sent them astray during

their long and wondrous migrations. When
ocean temperatures drop below 10oC, they
can experience ‘cold stunning’, where their
heart, respiration, and swimming slows and
they begin to stray near the surface. This
inhibits their natural behaviour and makes
them vulnerable to boat strikes, stranding,
and even drowning.
Although we will never know how this
Green sea turtle met its end, Metchosin now
seems just a little bit wilder than we once
thought.

Metchosin ArtPod

Spring Events at the Metchosin ArtPod
Elaine Hughes

Beginning in March, the
Metchosin ArtPod will have a
new show in the gallery. Entitled
Re-Visions: Photo-Based Art,
the exhibit involves artwork with
photography as the base. This
includes digitally or mechanically
altered and created works, as well
as print-making techniques and
collage with found sources of photography. Our juror, and feature
artist, is Lorna Zaback, a Victoriabased photographer, and you can

see Lorna’s work online at
http://lzabackphotography.com/.
Besides Lorna’s work, the art of
over 20 Metchosin and southern
Vancouver Island artists will be on
display. One of the over 50 pieces,
Evidence of Nature by Janine Duns,
is shown in the photograph accompanying this article. As always,
admission to the gallery is free and
approved COVID-19 protocols are
in place for your safety.
Re-Vision will run March 6
to May 2, Saturdays and Sundays
11:00 am to 4:00 pm, with a Zoom

opening on Friday, March 5 at
7:00 pm. The link for the opening can be found in the show
description on our Facebook
page in the Events section @
MetchosinArtPod.
As mentioned above, the show
will feature Victoria based photographer, Lorna Zaback, who will
not only have some of her artwork
at the show, but will also be giving a free online artist talk about
her process on Friday, March 26
at 7:00 pm. In the talk, Crossing
Over: a journey through photography into art, Lorna will describe
her creative process as well as her
background, experience and who
or what has inspired her over the
years. Although this is not a howto workshop on Photoshop and
other photographic post-processing programs, she will share some
details about the development,
from conception to completion,
of a few of her favourite creations.
The Zoom link will be available on
Facebook closer to the date.
Re-Vision will continue on
into April, and during the second
month of the show we will be
featuring a free workshop on how
to photograph your art. Local
photographer David Aharonian
will be providing an online video
on the topic, directed at artists
who want to have excellent quality photos for show submissions,
online sales platforms and social
media sites. The video will be
live-screened on Zoom on April
16, 2021 at 7:00 pm with a follow
up question and answer period
with David. The Zoom link will be
posted on our Facebook site close
to the date. More about David and
his work can be seen on his website at www.davidaharonian.com.

Janine Duns’ Evidence Of Nature. Photo by Janine Duns

Looking ahead further into
spring and early summer, our
May/June show is going to be
about the birds and the bees no, not that kind! Entitled Fur,
Feathers & Fauna, the show will
celebrate the art of drawing, painting and sculpting using domestic
and wild animals, birds, insects,
and aquatic life as the inspiration. The open call for entries will
go out soon, so keep an eye on
our Facebook and our website at
metchosinartpod.ca.
In conjunction with that show,
a second chapter of the Art Bird
Card Project 2021 is underway
with a call for artists posted on our
website at
http://metchosinartpod.ca/artbird-card-2021/.
As before, a bird list has been

provided by Rocky Point Bird
Observatory. The first 36 local
artists to sign up and be approved
to go ahead with a bird will be the
artists for our next “deck” of cards,
designed for use in the field or at
home to identify local birds. The
signup form is here:
http://tinyurl.com/artbirdcards2021. Remember, images
must be realistic enough that they
can be used for bird identification.
Additional details are on our web
page, above. The finished cards
will be launched during the Fur,
Feathers & Fauna show.
Our online portrait group and
Instagram ArtClub are ongoing,
while our Friday paint-ins are still
on hold due to the public health
order. Details in the Events section
of our Facebook and website.
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The satisfaction of providing nurture to a fellow creature needing help.
Photo by Rebecca Meyer

Get Involved with Wild ARC
Tara Thom

If you are looking for a life-changing experience, while making a difference in the
lives of wildlife in your community, please
consider getting involved with Wild ARC.
We are looking for new members to join
our team for 2021.
Our Animal Care volunteers help care
for thousands of wild patients every year,

helping to feed, clean and enrich their lives
until they are released back to the wild. Our
Spit’n’Polish and Wildlife Chef volunteers
work tirelessly to clean kennels, keep up
with laundry, prepare diets and ensure our
kitchen is fully stocked. Our Maintenance
volunteers not only help keep our facility
in working order, they also work wonders
when building specialized structures for
the more than 140 different species cared
for at Wild ARC. Transporters drive

thousands of kilometers every year to bring
distressed wild animals to our centre for
help. Fundraising, Outreach and Humane
Education volunteers help spread information to our community on how to live
peacefully with our wild neighbours and
raise funds so we can carry out our important mission.
If you’re ready to take the next step, an
intensive practicum placement is a chance
to really develop your skills. Wild ARC’s

well-respected Practicum Program provides
mentors to prospective rehabilitators (or
other animal health professionals), and
offers the opportunity to develop technical
wildlife skills.
For detailed information on volunteer
opportunities, please check us out online
at www.wildarc.com/practicum, or contact
Tara Thom at 250-478-9453.
Thank you to all of our current volunteers who make the work we do possible!

GET 0% ON SELECT
MODELS* DURING
MAHINDRA’S RED TAG
SALES EVENT!

Tractor Time Equipment
4377C Metchosin Road
Victoria, BC V9C 3Z4
Ph. 250.474.3301
Fax 250.483.6252
Cell 250.588.2195
www.tractortime.com

SMITH TRACTOR
0000 Street Name .Town Name
000.000.0000 .dealersite.com
*Available 0% APR financing on purchases of selected new Mahindra
tractor models from participating dealers’ inventory on qualified
purchases through Mahindra Finance US LLC. A down-payment may
be required for selected tractor models. Subject to credit review and
approval and other terms and conditions. All financing is in Mahindra
Finance USA LLC’s sole discretion. Offer available for a limited time only
and subject to change without notice.
MahindraUSA.com © 2020 Mahindra USA Inc.
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1407-4495 Happy Valley Road • 250.478.5150
info@metchosinseniors.ca • www.metchosinseniors.ca
HATS OFF TO DORIS TRUSCOTT
AND TESSA PARSON
Doris Truscott, at 91, is a valued
elder of the Metchosin Seniors’
Association (MSA), both as a
volunteer and member. During
this extended time of public
health restrictions, she has kept
active by crocheting hats and
knitting scarves – dozens of them.
Doris is donating them to the
annual Towel Bundles for Our
Place organized by the Baha`i of
Metchosin and other local groups.
Clearly Doris is not one to have
idle hands!
Metchosin’s Tessa Parson
wanted to do something supportive for the seniors in the
community during the pandemic.
“My mother is a front-line worker,
and she has seen first-hand how
difficult it has been for people in
hospital, especially the elderly.
To help people in this situation I
wanted to supply them with some
items that would support them
during the quarantine and beyond,
and the Royal Bay Secondary
School Leadership Team is helping
me with this goal.”
Tessa has put together care
packages of donated items, and
given a number of them to the
MSA. These thoughtful packages
include puzzles, games, books,
yarn, crochet hooks and knitting needles, magazines, and
craft supplies. If you, or a senior
you know, would appreciate a
care package please contact the
Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC).
People who wish to donate to
Tessa’s project may contact her at
taparson@shaw.ca.
AFTERNOON TEA
In the past the SRC held teas
regularly at the centre and they
have been sorely missed. So, we’ve

found a way to host them virtually
during the pandemic – a seniors’
centre from the comfort of your
own home. Our free phone-based
program provides an opportunity
for older adults to socialize, enjoy
friendly conversation and stay
connected. Join in for an afternoon coffee or tea break. We meet
twice monthly on Wednesdays at
3:00 pm. All you need is a landline
or mobile phone. Contact Laurie
at the SRC to get connected.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
(AGM) OF THE METCHOSIN
SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION
The annual general meeting of
the MSA will be held on Tuesday,
March 16 at 2:00 pm. The AGM
provides members with an important opportunity to hear about the
previous years’ operations and finances. Instead of a guest speaker
this year, the board is pleased to
present a short interview with
Laurie Sthamann, who became
the SRC Coordinator in October
2020. We welcome your participation at the AGM and thank you
for your ongoing support. The
AGM will be held via Zoom. The
Zoom link is on our website under Events. If you`d like to attend
but need technical support, please
contact us in advance and we`ll
set you up.
CHARITY BEGINS HERE
MSA is thrilled to announce we’ve
obtained charitable status! This
designation allows us to issue tax
receipts for donations, and to be
eligible for grants where charitable
status is a requirement. Thanks to
our members who attended the
general meeting on January 13,
2021, to ratify a special resolution
in this regard.

VOLUNTEER FOR TECH
SUPPORT OR DRIVING
Volunteers are needed to provide tech support to seniors with
computers, tablets, laptops, and
mobile phones. Volunteers are
also needed to drive seniors to
appointments and for groceries.
An hour or two of your time each
month translates into a significant
contribution to the seniors in our
community. If you are willing
to lend a hand, or even if your
significant other just wants you
out of the house more, please drop
us a line.

Tessa, who put together care
packages of donated items,
and given a number of them
to the MSA Photo provided

Sona Mapstone. Photo provided by SRC

In Memory
The Metchosin Seniors’ Association is saddened by the death of
Sona Mapstone on February 2. Sona retired from her teaching
career and moved to Metchosin from Nanaimo in 2016. She quickly
became a member of the MSA, an enthusiastic volunteer and then
accepted responsibility as a Director of the Board of the Seniors’
Association.
Sona contributed to many Parisian Café and flu shot events and
Metchosin Day activities. As a volunteer driver, she accompanied
many Metchosin seniors to medical appointments. When asked to
join the board, she promptly accepted, saying that she felt proud of
the work done by the SRC.
Left to grieve their loss are Sona’s husband Jeremy, her twin sons
Misha and Tristan, and her beloved granddaughter Evelyn.

Doris Truscott has been crocheting and knitting then donating them
to the annual Towel Bundles for Our Place. Photo provided

The Grateful Pooch

Full grooms
Bath and Brush
Nail trims
www.thegratefulpooch.ca

250 508 1777

Thank you to all essential
workers for your continued
efforts to keep others safe,
healthy, and fed during the
COVID-19 pandemic

Wait,
what!?
Do you know
something
interesting
that’s
happening
in Metchosin?
We want to know!

MP Randall Garrison
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
250-405-6550
randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca

We ♥ Locals
Talk to the Muse !

Talk to the Muse !
metchosinmuse
@gmail.com

The 2021 Annual Metchosin
Grafting Day
Sunday, March 21
1:30–2:30 pm,
at Bilston Farm
4185 Metchosin Road
Derek Wulff

While we have been locked down
(or up, depending on your stance)
we can still take part in one of the
most ageless events since apples
were invented, the grafting of the
apple tree. This year, with social
distancing rules strictly enforced,
the Metchosin Pomological
Association will continue our legacy of helping local Metchosinites
create a new apple tree for their
yard. So, come and be a part of
one of the most interesting of all
agricultural activities, grafting
scion wood from one apple tree
onto the rootstock of another one!
We will have some scion wood
available for free, but if you have
some – bring it along and share it
with others. If you have an apple
that you want to share – tasty, a
good keeper, great in pies (etc.)
bring along a few extra scions for
others. Heritage varieties – bring
‘em!
We will have about 40 rootstock of various types and you can
bring a piece of scion wood from

a tree you really like and we will
show you and help you graft it to
the scion wood – to make an identical apple tree of that type.
Grafting scions (last year’s
sucker growth, about the thickness
of your baby finger) is actually
pretty easy, and if the graft you
made last year didn’t take, you can
try again on the same root stock
this year – so bring the tree in that
pot along!

While we will have some local
experts, we won’t have the usual
intimate, close range help for obvious reasons.
COVID-19 RULES APPLY:
PLEASE WEAR A MASK OR
TWO, AND ONLY COME IF
YOU ARE FEELING WELL.
IF YOU ARE SICK, LET ME

KNOW AND WE CAN PUT A
ROOTSTOCK ASIDE FOR YOU
UNTIL YOU RECOVER.
We will supply rootstock and
welcome anyone who is interested
in trying their hand at grafting to
come out to Bilston Farm, March
21, 1:30–2:30 pm. Each rootstock is $4.50 and we will supply
grafting tape and materials (start
collecting elastic bands).
So, go out right now, cut off
some 1 year old new shoots – no
more than 1 foot long, store them
in a tightly sealed plastic bag in
the fridge, add some wet paper
towel to the bottom to keep them
moist. Make sure you label them
for their attributes – even if you
don’t know their name, and bring
them on the day.
Growing and eating locally
tastes better, brings happiness to
your life, and reduces your carbon
footprint! This event is a great
opportunity to increase the stock
of heritage fruit trees, and keep
Metchosin producing!
What better way to celebrate
the warming of the earth as the
spring begins to spread its cornucopia of life!
If you have any questions please
call me, Derek Wulff 478 2677.
See you on the 21st!

March 2021 • Metchosin Muse 13

Scionwood cut, labelled, and ready for the Grafting Day.
Photo by Derek Wulff

Good News for Gardeners:

Farm Seed, Seedlings and How-to Workshops at Sea Bluff Farm
Robin Tunnicliffe

This year, we want to hear good
news stories about burgeoning
gardens of veggie abundance in
Metchosin! Last year, we were
crushed with tales of woe from
first time gardeners who made
some simple mistakes. Food
security starts with all of us. Don’t
be discouraged, this spring is your
chance to get it right!
Let us help you get your
gardening season off to a great
start with our tell-all workshops,
along with the very same fresh
seeds, healthy seedlings, and soil
amendments that we use here on
the farm. We’re going to cover
all the basics from getting your

soil in shape, to designing your
from then on? We’ll introduce you
We laugh when people say
watering system, to deciding what
to succession planting, where you
“Isn’t that a conflict of interest to
and when to plant and, of course,
seed little patches at set intervals
teach people to grow what you
staying ahead of disease and pest
based on how much your family
grow to sell?” When people realpressure (rabbits anyone??) We’ll
eats, and how long the plants take
ize how much work it is to grow
send you home
produce, they value
with recipes to
it more. And not
make your own
everyone has space
Once this technique is mastered, you
organic fertilizto grow everything
ers, lists of our
that they want to eatwon’t be slinking around Metchosin
favourite veggie
so through all of this
varieties and
we get happy people
leaving zucchinis on peoples’ porches.
our whole seawho know what it
son of planting
is to grow food, and
dates, including
who appreciate that
timings to get your winter garden
we cover all the bases.
to grow. Once this technique is
Our open-air workshops will
off to a productive start.
mastered, you won’t be slinking
be held in our beautiful new picnic
Did anyone have too much letaround Metchosin leaving zucshelter situated in our partially
tuce in June and then not enough
chinis on peoples’ porches.

restored Garry oak meadow. It was
built to comfortably seat 28, but
in COVID-19 times 12 people can
learn in a safe, physically distanced
space. In addition to gardening
talks, we’re also offering workshops
on topics as diverse as the Garry
oak restoration work and native
plant hedgerow landscaping that
we’ve done, along with making
herbal medicines from the garden
and propagating herbs.
Knowing how to grow your
own food is an empowering
skill. For more information or
to sign up for workshops go
to: www.seablufffarm.com/
workshop-background.

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4
Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

Visit the Muse website!

Current issue • Back issues • Extras• Advertising rates • Contacts

www.metchosinmuse.ca

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel
CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES
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One of the beautiful ‘little libraries’ around Metchosin; this one, built by Lorraine and John Buchanan, is at Lindholm Road and the Galloping Goose Trail.
Photo by Lesley Preston

Little Libraries …
and Legs
Lesley Preston

Why legs? Well, I used mine to
pedal around Metchosin’s little
libraries. Dusting off my electric
bike, I considered eight degrees
balmy enough to do the sustainable thing, regretting my decision
about five minutes later as the
bitter wind chilled my cheeks and
made my eyes stream as if reading
Love Story. But I pushed on, not
wanting to admit failure.
Equipped with an
iPhone-mapped route (from
Victoriaplacemaking.ca’s map
of Little Libraries) and a prearranged re-fueling spot, I loaded
my panniers with granola bars and
water, five books to donate, and
my heavy camera, and off I jolly
well sped.
My first pitstop was the
Aquarius Little Library – which,
according to the Goldstream
Gazette, was set up and is looked
after by local resident Theresa
Sutton. This smart red and black
library, made from one of the
LittleFreeLibrary.org kits, is
absolutely packed with interesting tomes – it also features
The Sandgate Little Library, a perfect little
cottage to fill with books. Photo by Lesley Preston a guest book, a seat for comfy
browsing, and an egg stand. I
leave my heaviest book, a hard
cover of Erin Morgenstern’s Night
Circus, and exchange it for Long
Way Round Ewan McGregor and
Charley Boorman).
Cycling mostly downhill via
the Lombardy poplars and out on
William Head, I find the Sandgate
little library: a brown-roofed,
yellow sided cottage, tucked
among the mail boxes, with a
forested background; the perfect
setting for any novel. I’m flooded
with memories when I come
across former

friend and neighbour, Rona
Murray’s book, Threshold. I leave
Russell Brand’s Booky Wook – and
use the honeysuckle hand sanitizer, which smells amazing.
My next stop is Wootton Road,
but I don’t find the little library,
just an empty farm stand. So, I
leg it to Duke Road where a little
library appeared around 10 years
ago. This library is solidly built
with mismatched knobs and
equally mismatched bungee cords,
and it sports a noticeboard skirt
for community advertising. When
I lived near here, I was a frequent
partaker. I leave a copy of Holy
Cow by Sarah MacDonald and
find Fly Away by Kristin Hannah.
Riding my e-bike to the top of
Gilbert on the electrical equivalent
of fumes, I plug into friend Kim’s
outdoor outlet. She makes me a
very welcome cup of hot tea. The
bike and I refuel.
On half a battery, I set off warily
over Pears to join the Galloping
Goose. The not-so-little library at
Lindholm and the Goose has long
been one of my faves. What I didn’t
know is that it was built by another
friend of mine, local farmer
Lorraine Buchanan. Inspired by
Kay Field (who apparently loved
history and the Old Barn Books in
Metchosin), Lorraine and husband
John sourced a used glass-fronted
cupboard, built a tin roof to protect this little gem from the west
coast rains, and set it up. The library nestles next to a bench and a
cairn commemorating the pioneer
Field family.
Lorraine no longer tends the
library much but in the true
spirit of a community library,
she knows that there are lovely

neighbours who do. What I love
about this little library is that there
are lots of children’s books – I grab
a Kids Can Easy Crafts Sewing
Book for some future projects
with my grandchildren, and leave
a copy of Rilla Askew’s Strange
Business. Lorraine believes that the
Duke Road library was established
by Mrs. Pledger and provides me
specific directions to the Wootton
Road little library, which was set
up by Fiona Chambers, who also
runs Metchosin Farm Seeds.
With no power, arthritic knees
and a darkening sky, I phone my
husband to let him know, once
again, he was right. He picks
me up in our ancient van and
drives me to the Rocky Point and
Galloping Goose intersection,
where I find a beautifully painted
and wonderfully repurposed newspaper dispenser stuffed with about
50 books, including Lisa Genova’s
Left Neglected which I swap for
Kristen Neff ’s Self-Compassion.
Later, I revisit Wootton Road,
and find the bookstand right on
the side of the empty farm stand
I previously stared at. It’s a lovely,
rustic wood cupboard with split
shingle roof and a bright orange
and red backed sign declaring
BOOKS. At the bottom sits a little
garden complete with driftwood
decor. Basking in the sunshine I
meet Sarah – Fiona’s Mum, who
confirms that Fiona was responsible for the bookstand; one of her
farmhands created it, and she lets
me know it’s very well used.
My thanks go to all the creators
of Metchosin’s little libraries, they
are a diverse bunch of cool characters and I have enjoyed getting
to know them. If you’re thinking
of creating a little library, in the
wise words of my friend Lorraine
Buchanan, “Just do it!”
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RCMP Call-Outs
JANUARY 10 – FEBRUARY 10, 2021

Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore
Jan 10 Glen Forest Way
– Possible impaired driver,
vehicle not located.
Sooke Road – Erratic
driver, vehicle located in
Langford and driver given
verbal warning for driving
infractions.
Metchosin Road
– Suspicious intoxicated
male on a bike, patrols
failed to locate.
Jan 11 Neff Road – Family
disturbance/fight.
Jan 12 Metchosin Road
– Disturbance at a private
residence, one person dealt
with.
Metchosin Road – Check
welfare of a person who was
arrested under the Mental
Health Act.
Jan 13 Happy Valley Road
– Single vehicle accident,
driver left the scene,
investigation for possible
impaired operation of a
motor vehicle.
Arden Road – Downed
power lines during the
storm.
Sooke Road – Possible
impaired driver, vehicle
located in Langford and
driver found to be sober.
Badger Place
– Abandoned vehicle, later
moved.
Jan 14 Taylor Road
– Request to check on well
being of a person, found to
be safe.
Happy Valley Road –
Domestic dispute between
husband and wife, no
assault.
Glen Forest Way
– Threats to a person. Still
under investigation.
Jan 15 Meridale Road –
Suspicious vehicle observed.
Patrols conducted.
Rocky Point Road
– Patrols of school zone
requested RE: speeding
vehicles.
Metchosin Road – Theft
of a utility trailer, later
recovered, investigation
continuing.
Jan 16 Blinkhorn Lake – Theft
from vehicle in the parking
lot, window smashed and

Jan 18

Jan 19

Jan 22

Jan 23

Jan 24

Jan 25
Jan 26

Jan 27

Jan 28
Jan 29

250-478-0422

Jan 30

several items stolen. Still
under investigation.
Sooke Road – Possible
impaired/erratic driver.
Vehicle located in Langford
and driver found to be
sober.
Kangaroo Road
– Vehicle stopped for speeding and found to have no
valid insurance, towed from
scene.
Pearson College Drive
– By-law complaint of
vehicle parking on private
property.
William Head Road
– Vehicle stopped for
excessive speeding, driver
found to be prohibited from
driving, charges pending,
vehicle impounded.
Duke Road area
– Neighbourhood dispute.
Witty’s Beach – Request
to check well being of a
person.
Kangaroo Road
– Possible impaired driver,
vehicle located in Colwood
and driver found to be
sober.
Metchosin Road
– Threats to a person,
suspect identified and
interviewed.
Sooke Road
– Assistance provided
to Sooke RCMP, vehicle
located and driver arrested
under the Mental Health
Act.
Metchosin Road
– Report of missing person
who was later located.
Metchosin Road
– Possible gun shots heard;
patrols failed to locate
anything.
Sooke Road – Single vehicle motor vehicle accident,
driver taken to hospital and
vehicle towed from scene.
Sooke Road – Erratic driver
east bound. Patrols failed to
locate the vehicle.
Kangaroo Road
– Suspicious vehicle
observed over two days
with driver appearing to
be looking at residences.
Vehicle described as a black
Sedan. Patrols failed to
locate vehicle.
Rocky Point Road area
– Assault against a person,
still under investigation.
Rocky Point Road
– Disturbance at residence,
one person arrested under
the Mental Health Act and
escorted to hospital.
Sooke Road – Traffic hazard on highway.
Happy Valley Road
– Disturbance at private
residence, one person arrested at scene.
Tower Point
– Complaint of people
camping in the park.

Jan 31 Hi Mount Drive
– Assistance provided
to Fire Department for
structure fire. Investigation
continuing.
La Bonne Road
– Possible impaired driver,
vehicle not located.
Glen Forest Way
– Threats to a person, still
under investigation.
Feb 2 Dallimore Road – Single
vehicle accident, vehicle
rolled onto side, driver fled,
vehicle confirmed stolen,
search failed to locate driver,
still under investigation.
Metchosin Road
– Disturbance at private
residence, one person
located and spoken to.
Feb 3 Sooke Road – Hit and run
between two vehicles.
Sooke Road – Possible
impaired driver, vehicle not
located.
Sooke Road – One person
arrested for breach of court
conditions, still under
investigation.
Feb 5 Hi Mount Drive
– Suspicious vehicle, not
located.
Sooke Road – Erratic
driver, patrols failed to
locate vehicle.
Happy Valley Road
– Threats to a person,
reported for information
purposes.
Feb 7 Sooke Road – Erratic
possible impaired driver,
vehicle stopped in Colwood
and driver found to be
sober, verbal warning given.
Feb 8 Rocky Point Road
– Erratic driver, vehicle not
located.
Feb 10 Sooke Road – Erratic possible impaired driver, vehicle
stopped in Langford, driver
charged with impaired driving and vehicle impounded.
Kangaroo Road area
– Complaint of threats to a
person.
Feb 11 Sooke Road – Person in
breach of court conditions.
Neild Road – Report
of person attempting to
steal firewood, still under
investigation.
Feb 12 Sooke Road – Erratic
driver, vehicle not located.
Liberty Drive area
– Report of a prowler on
property, patrols failed to
locate any suspect.
Feb 13 William Head Road
– Single vehicle accident,
icy roads due to snow.
Woodruff Road
– Chainsaw stolen from
storage container. No
suspects.

Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

Hedging &
Special Orders
Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.

Winter Hours • Open by appointment
Call 250-474-6005 or Email numafarms@shaw.ca
Regular hours resumed in Feb or March depending on the weather

Fire Department
Call-Outs
JANUARY 2021

Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop
Check out the Metchosin Fire Department on Facebook
or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop

Jan 1
Jan 2

Jan 4

Jan 5

Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 13

Sooke Road – MVI
West Coast Road
(Sooke) – SFRes
– Mobile Home
Trailer

Jan 13
Cont.

Lisandra Road
– Assistance
– Public Works

Happy Valley Road
– Assistance
– Public Works

Pears Road
– Medical

Metchosin Road
– Assistance
– RCMP

Jan 15

Metchosin Road
– Assistance – BCAS
Hi Mount Drive
– Medical

Jan 16

Jan 19

Chalister Court
– Medical

Belvista Place
– SFRes
Beach – Fire

Taylor Road
– Medical
Beach – Fire

Parry Cross Road
– Medical
Wilderness Place
(East Sooke)
– Brush/Grass
– Smoke/Smell/
Sighting

Hi Mount Drive
– Alarm bells
– Residential
Ferncliffe Place
– Medical

Wild Cherry Drive
– Alarm bells
– Residential

Chalister Court
– Medical

East Sooke Road
– Assistance
– Public Works

Jan 23

Metchosin Road
– Hydro
– Lines Down

Jan 26

Sooke Road
– Assistance
– Public Works

Jan 27

La Bonne Road
– Hydro
– Tree on Lines

Jan 28
Jan 30

Lombard Drive
– Hydro
– Tree on Lines

Jan 31

Arden Road
– Hydro
– Tree on Lines

Copper Mine Road
– SFRes – Chimney
Sooke Road
– Open Burn
- General

Pedder Bay Drive
– Medical
McMillan Road
(Sooke) – SFRes

Sooke Road – MVI
Matheson Lake
Park Road – MVI
Chapel Heights
Drive – Medical
Beach – Fire

Hi Mount Drive
– SFRes
Tiswilde Road –
Hydro – Fire

Delgada Road
– Assistance
– Public Works

Woodlands Road
(Sooke) – SFRes
– Smoke/Smell in
Structure
Dupree Drive
– Hydro – Fire

MVI: Motor Vehicle Incident.
SFRes: Structure Fire
Residential

MY-CHO

SEN

250-474-2333

Café

Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere
and our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!
Tuesday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:00 pm | Closed Mondays

EN
S
O
H
C
Y
M

PIZZA

Pickup after noon,
delivery after 4pm
250-474-5576

Tue & Wed: 4-9 pm | Thu-Sun 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mondays
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads
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CLASSIFIEDS
RENTAL NEEDED
HELP! Being evicted for renovations. Quiet, responsible senior
needs small, affordable, detached
cottage in Metchosin as soon as
possible.
Please call Robbie 250-391-0067

SERVICE OFFERED
Getting Married Soon? Dale
Morrison is your local Marriage
Officiant available through All
Seasons Weddings. 250-642-0583
Check her credentials at:
allseasonsweddings.com
$10 per 25 words per edition.
Deadline: 15th of each month.
Payment in advance preferably by
e-transfer.
Contact Linda at
amuselinda@gmail.com
or phone 250-590-0168.

Sacred Knowledge? Tribal Leader? Bushcraft?
Chris Van der Water

There’s a new game in town, a
survival card game. It can be used
as a regular deck of playing cards,
or as dominoes, chess/checkers
and, most importantly, Sacred
Knowledge: Tribal Leaders.
At its heart, this is a handy collection of fundamentally important knowledge that fits right into
your pocket. This information
could enrich and possibly save
your life. Learn how to light a fire
without matches, how to skin an
animal, how to build a shelter, how
to filter drinking water. The cards
can also simply be used for entertainment and family fun.
In perusing these cards, one
soon realizes how much ancient
knowledge has been lost and
forgotten in our modern culture.
The card deck explains how local
native plants can be used for food,
medicine, shelter, dyes, fibres, oils,

resins, gum, soaps, waxes, latex
and tannins. There is also a lot
of information about bushcraft,
which is the usage and practice of
skills, knowledge, and understanding, in order to survive and thrive
in the natural environment.
The game was created by
bushcraft instructor Taylor Mar
and Ragnarock Studios founder
Alex Panagopoulos. These two
Metchosinites are passionate about
the environment and educating the
public into accepting a more sustainable future. As such, they have
committed to donating 25% of the
profits from each deck sold to help
with environmental and humanitarian issues.
My wife Joyce and I went to the
Mar residence to play a game of
Sacred Knowledge: Tribal Leaders
and experience what it’s all about.
The game employs a strategy of
defending from and attacking your
opponents according to the cards
you have been dealt. As in all good
games, it has a way of drawing out

the personality traits of the players. And, just like in real life, Joyce
won. We enjoyed a good oldfashioned evening, playing a real
game with real people, instead of
being entertained by our phones,
computers or TVs.
The Metchosin Arts & Cultural
Centre’s Point of View hallway
gallery is hosting a public exhibition of Sacred Knowledge: Tribal
Leaders for the month of March.
Come on down to see the new
game in town!

Editor’s note: One member of
the group involved in this project,
which apparently also included
Metchosinites Fiona Hamersley
Chambers and Shannon Carman,
provided the Muse with an example
of one of the cards in the game and
advised that the website
www.ragnarockstudios.com, contains
more, including information about
a crowdfunding campaign to be
launched in March and the ability to
actually purchase this game online.

DRAGON QUEEN [WILDFIRE]
damage+10 [FIRE TRIBE TAKES+9]

You are out in the bush and the trees have set ablaze! These fires often follow
droughts and move quickly. ALWAYS fully extinguish your campfire, cigarette
butts, respect fire bans, and monitor fire ratings before heading out. These fires
can travel 10 km/h (6.2 miles/h) in the forest, 20+ km/h (12.4+ miles/h) on
grasslands and can burn up to 1200 °C (2192 °F). If you’re on foot use a
moistened cloth or a respirator to cover the face, especially your mouth and
nose. Remain calm and skip breaths. Wet clothing, if possible, also helps. Stay
low to the ground and move into the wind if possible, unless the fire’s smoke
and approach is coming towards you. Stay in lowlands and away from thick
forests, canyons, or ridges. This is only if you are not surrounded. If you get
surrounded, immerse into a body of water immediately. If you are in a house or
vehicle close everything but DO NOT lock doors. Get as low as possible and
away from exterior walls and windows. Avoid smoke at all times. Move quickly;
move decisively. Do your best not to panic; concentrate on your breathing.

One of the 56 cards in the new
Tribal Leaders game.
Courtesy of Ragnarock Studios

Will O’Connell and the
Ongoing Battle for Fairy Creek
Dan O’Connell

LIGHTHOUSE
Painting
Clean
Reliable
& Local

Interior & Exterior
20 Years Experience
WCB Insured • Free Estimates

1-250-509-0439 | shwnbrwn@icloud.com

In the forward to his new book Our only Home: A
Climate Appeal to the World the Dalai Lama states,
“The past is the past. Now, the future depends on
you, the younger generation.” Metchosin, I believe,
is punching above its weight producing the young
stalwarts to make a difference for the environment.
I know of at least six who are dedicated to making a
difference in the wider world.
Our friend, Will, has spent over five years building boardwalks, scaling tall trees and sleuthing the
diminishing haunts of the last of the big trees. He
builds so the public can gain eyeball access to these
last giants and not damage their root structures. He
and his cohorts have had countless flat tires, equipment stolen, signage uprooted and even been shot at
on one occasion. It is a tug of war not for the faint of
heart. There are only 2.7 % of these large, sage organisms left. In fact, a government commissioned report
released in April last year advocated an immediate
moratorium on cutting old growth. Premier John
Horgan endorsed this before the election but nothing

Metchosin Directory
Metchosin Fire Department:
250-478-1307

Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032

Police (Non-Emergency):
250-474-2264

District Office (office hours):
250-474-3167

ORGANIZATIONS
AIR CADETS
250-590-3690
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
250-382-2052
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
metchosinaprm@gmail.com
FB Metchosin APRM
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
FREE RANGE SINGERS
250-478-3319
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384

has been done yet. At this point, we are down to naming them individually, Big Lonely Doug or Titania,
or we talk in terms of groves like Avatar or Jurassic
rather than forests. Please help the cause if you feel
inclined. Call John Horgan’s office.
Visit fairycreekblockade.com or
coastaltrailcollective.com for more information.
The YouTube clip by Will that lit the fuse is Fairy
Creek -YouTube or conversely watch Upper Fairy
Creek Blockade at https://youtu.be/bXGv2zWakrU.
If you decide to go to the blockade COVID-19 and
Code of Conduct protocols are asked to be observed
and indigenous / non-indigenous alliance
acknowledgment is paramount.

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

911

• Save a life
• Report a ﬁre
• Imminent safety
• Report a crime
• Report an accident

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
metchosinfoundation.ca

MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
250-642-0238

WEST SHORE PARKS AND RECREATION
250-478-8384
www.westshorerecreation.ca

METCHOSIN ARTPOD
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca

METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB
250-360-7557

NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com

WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org

BAHA’I FAITH
250-514-1757

METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca
www.metchosinartcentre.ca
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub
METCHOSIN EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on
146.550. POD members can call FRS
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com
mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424
metchosinhall.com
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES
COOPERATIVE (MISC)
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-478-0765
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
SENIORS’ RESOURCE CENTRE
250-478-5150,
info@metchosinseniors.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca

ROUGH VOICE SINGERS
250-478-0553
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91,
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org

FAITHS
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
250-727-3722
OPEN GATE CHURCH
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN
Anglican Church of Canada
250-474-4119
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
THE SALVATION ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca

The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included under
“Events” on this page, or possibly as a separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

