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WE REACH EVERY 
ADDRESS IN 

METCHOSIN

The Metchosin Muse is local, non-profit and monthly. 

The Muse team endeavours to promote respectful and open dialogue in the community and 
aims to interest a broad cross-section of the residents of Metchosin and Beecher Bay. 

We use Canada Post to deliver the Muse to every residential and business address in 
Metchosin. Combined with strategic local drop-off locations targeting local gathering  
venues, we aim to be in the hands of every person visiting or living in Metchosin.

AD RATES

REACH LOCAL  
CUSTOMERS

The Day a Bear Killed Sheep #87

Bev Bacon

I have 30 sheep at my property 

which has an electric fence and a 

Maremma guardian dog. I haven’t 

had a sheep killed by a bear before.

� ree of my ewes were grazing 

on a neighbour’s property which 

borders Metchosin Mountain. 

� ey were young ewes that I had 

selected to be part of my breed-

ing stock for the coming year. I 

was aware that the sheep were less 

secure away from home without 

electric fencing and a guardian 

dog. We were talking about string-

ing up electric fence along the 

back fence line but hadn’t done so 

yet. It is a di�  cult decision for the 

farmer to spend money on fencing 

on someone else’s property.

I have had sheep grazing this 

property for several years with no 

problem. � e property owners like 

to have the sheep eat their grass 

because the lot is steeply sloped 

and di�  cult to mow. � ey also en-

joy looking at the sheep. My ewes 

have been very happy there.

I received a call from the dis-

tressed property owners at 9:00 am 

Sunday morning, August 2, to say 

one of the sheep had been killed. 

I went over right away. � e dead 

sheep was #87, a real sweetie who 

liked to be petted and cuddled. She 

was the smallest of the three ewes.

John and Lorraine Buchanan 

came over to con� rm that the kill 

was done by a bear. We could see 

that the page wire fence had been 

pushed down and there was black 

hair in the wire. It was a very grue-

some scene.
It was John’s impression that 

the bear killed the sheep before 

eating it. He has seen evidence of 

other sheep being eaten alive.

We called repeatedly for a 

Conservation O�  cer to come but 

nobody was available. We believed 

there was a high probability that 

the bear would come back to � nish 
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The Muse Messed Up
Johnny Carline and Allen Jones

In the front-page article in our 

July/August edition about the 

murder of Martin Payne, the 

Muse used material from an 

article by Tori Marlan, a reporter 

with the online publication � e 

Capital, www.capnews.ca without 

attribution or permission. � is 

was an unintentional but none-

theless serious mistake and we 

accept full responsibility for the 

error.
� e writer made notes from 

several sources and then amal-

gamated them in producing his 

article. Under time pressure, 

inappropriate amounts of Tori’s 

work were included without the 

acknowledgement or the attribu-

tion that was warranted. More 

time would surely have led to the 

realization that some notes were 

verbatim copies from one source 

and required permission and 

acknowledgement. 

We wish to acknowledge 

not only our error but also Tori 

Marlan and � e Capital for the 

work on which we relied in 

producing parts of the article we 

published. It was � rst class work 

and, albeit belatedly, we want to 

recognize that.
We have spoken with the edi-

tor of � e Capital, who graciously 

advised that had we asked ahead 

of time, they would have granted 

permission for us to use their 

material with the appropriate 

acknowledgements. We have 

learned a lesson and, however 

rushed, we will try to ensure we 

are better mannered in future.

What to Do About 

Metchosin’s Problem Bear 
Johnny Carline

� anks to CHEK TV and the video 

footage shot by Gary Schroyen, 

many people are now aware of the 

sheep-killing bear of Metchosin. 

John Buchanan has lost over a 

dozen sheep and Bev Bacon just 

lost one of her best ewes. But what 

is being done about it? 

� e Muse asked the 

Conservation O�  cer Service 

to respond and we present that 

response below, alongside Bev 

Bacon’s account of what hap-

pened on her property. Chris 

Doyle, Deputy Chief in charge of 

Provincial Operations for the BC 

Conservation O�  cer Service was 

asked about this situation on his 

open line brie� ng show. He gave 

much the same answer, suggest-

ing that while some Conservation 

O�  cers had been helping out in 

BC Parks (apparently in relation 

to the COVID-19 situation) he 

thought there were su�  cient re-

sources to deal with the situation.

� is leaves Metchosin Mayor 

Ranns very frustrated and con-

cerned.  “No one wants to see 

bears killed,” he told the Muse, 

“but we clearly have a serious 

problem here. � is bear has 

developed a very dangerous habit 

and is already a threat to farm-

ers and their stock. Now we are 

getting more and more people 

from outside Metchosin who are 

not necessarily ‘bear aware’ using 

our trails, especially the Galloping 

Goose, which runs through the 

area where this bear is active. It is 

an unacceptable danger.”

It was suggested to Deputy 

Chief Doyle that private citizens 

be trained and allowed to set up 

bear traps. He equivocated on the 

idea. Mayor Ranns also does not 

support that idea. “� ey haven’t 

been shown to be all that e� ective 

and, more importantly, you want 

to be sure to get the problem bear. 

� e rest of the bears are just � ne.” 

So, the Muse asked, how do you 

do that? Ranns suggests there is 

only one way: to use tracking dogs 

when the scent is fresh. However, 

the Mayor suggests, “It does not 

appear that the Province is willing 

to do that any more. � ree times 

they were called a� er a kill and the 

scent was fresh. � ey did not re-

spond to any of the calls, even a� er 

we o� ered to pay for the dogs.” 

So, is this a sta�  ng problem 

or a policy problem? Deputy 

Chief Doyle denies it’s a sta�  ng 

problem. Bev Bacon suggests the 

policy pendulum has swung too 

far to a ‘bears will be bears’ posi-

tion, and the Mayor agrees. “� e 

problem is not with the front-line 

sta�  but higher up, maybe much 

higher up, the chain of command. 

� ey are just not willing to use 

dogs and that is the only way we’ll 

get this bear.” 
� at certainly is the impression 

given by the Deputy Chief and 

the response sent by the Ministry 

of Environment, where all the 

emphasis is on the responsibility 

of farmers to keep their stock safe, 

by means not all of which look 

practical to farmers.

“Right now,” said Mayor Ranns, 

“the bear seems to have backed 

o� . He’s probably just enjoying the 

blackberries. But if he’s around in 

the fall, when bears get hungry, 

packing on weight for the win-

ter, I am really concerned what 

will happen and I will hold the 

Conservation O�  ce accountable if 

anything does.”

Fortunately, we can end the 

story on a positive note. Just 

before press time, the Muse got a 

call from Conservation O�  cer, 

Peter Pauwels. Possibly because 

of the attention stirred up by the 

problem Metchosin bear, the ‘no 

dogs policy’ has been reversed. 

If the bear becomes active again 

in the fall, which it likely will, a 

timely call and response could 

lead to a successful tracking of this 

sheep killer before it creates any 

more havoc.

This picture, taken from a video by 

Gerry Schroyen, shows the bear in the 

process of eating sheep #87.

Continued on page 3

The Conservation 

Officer Service 

Perspective on 

Bears and Sheep 

in Metchosin
Ministry of Environment

� e COS (Conservation O�  cer 

Service) has long been working with 

Metchosin farmers on strategies and 

mitigation techniques to minimize 

the number of sheep lost to bears, 

and the number of bears killed.

THESE STRATEGIES 

INCLUDE:

• Educating farmers on best 

management practices regard-

ing livestock, including: install-

ing an electric fence, locking 

up sheep in a barn overnight, 

regularly checking the condi-

tion of the herd and the use of 

livestock guardian dogs;

• Proactive outreach in the 

community around preventing 

human-wildlife con� icts; and

• Working with partners such 

as WildSafeBC to further help 

educate the general public on 

the importance of attractant 

management.

• Proper livestock husbandry 

management is critical to help 

reduce predation and lessen 

livestock losses. If these prac-

tices are not followed, this can 

result in a wildlife con� ict and 

the possible destruction of a 

bear that could have been pre-

vented. Conservation O�  cers 

strongly encourage farmers to 

implement best practices to pro-

tect both livestock and wildlife.

� e COS has responded to sev-

eral complaints in Metchosin and 

will continue to do so as necessary. 

Livestock management techniques 

are always encouraged to help 

prevent con� icts from happening 

in the � rst place.

For advertising opportunities contact

Jennifer Burgis
250-881-8280 
j_burgis@telus.net

Ad Specifications
Ad Booking Deadline: 
15th of each month.
Submission Deadline:
15th of each month.
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Victoria College of Art  
Finds a Home in Metchosin
Allen Jones

This is a followup article to Councilor Sharie 

Epp’s submission to the Muse in our last 

issue. She has spent countless hours in tak-

ing the lead on helping this project come to 

fruition and we want to recognize her efforts. 

Her article is available at   
https://bit.ly/3315tOM on page 6. 

After a frantic and sometimes tiring pe-

riod of organising the move of the Victoria 

College of Art to parts of the old elemen-

tary school at 4495 Happy Valley Road, the 

Principal, Peter Such and vice-principal, 

Nancy Ruffalo, are starting to plant roots in 

the fertile soil of Metchosin. They gained 

possession towards the end of August 

and have agreed to a five-year lease of the 

building that was acquired by Metchosin 

Council in 2017.
The move has included a clear-out of 

unneeded items and digitising some of 

the extensive filing that was stored in their 

previous 45-year tenure of Bank Street 

Elementary School in Oak Bay. The new 

rooms are being cleaned and the walls are 

having a coat of white paint applied before 

students can be allowed to attend the vari-

ous classrooms. They hope to restart classes 

towards the end of the year and are navigat-

ing the joys of on-line tutoring until then.

Peter Such, a published author (accord-

ing to the Oxford Companion to Canadian 

Literature ‘no one in Canadian Literature is 

as eclectic as Peter Such.’), was good enough 

to show me around the new studio spaces 

that are being developed. The animation 

studio boasted the latest technology which 

is needed to keep the College’s status as one 

of six ‘centres of excellence’ in animation 

education in Canada. Meanwhile, other fine 

art studios displayed wooden easels and 

sketching stools which have been in use for 

decades. Unfortunately, due to the prob-

lem of disposing of chemicals, the college 

will not have a photographic department. 

However, there are printing machines that 

would not be out of place in the Pioneer 

Museum across the road. These are heavy 

machines and one of them has to be taken 

apart in order to pass through the standard 

door width. Not all items made the move 

and Peter related the sad tale of a skeleton 

that had been used as subject matter for the 

years when they resided in Bank Street. It 

had lost its head one Halloween and, partly 

due to its uncertain origin, had been given a 

fitting burial prior to the move.
Peter and Nancy expressed their delight 

at the welcome they have received to date 

and hope to explore the mutual benefits of 

having MACCA as their neighbours. They 

also noted the value of having a group of 

experienced and talented artists so close to 

the college.
They are hoping to install their hand-

carved name-board shortly and to advertise 

the upcoming courses to be held in their 

new premises (subject to COVID compli-

ance, of course). We shall be following 

developments and are looking forward to 

reporting on the Arts hub that is forming in 

Metchosin.

Nameboard ready for installation in the new premises. Photo by Allen Jones

Classroom awaiting the return of students. Photo by Allen Jones

Peter Such with a restored printing press. 

Photo by Allen Jones
Sculpture by past 

student of the VCA. 

Photo by Allen Jones

42nd Br i t i sh  Columbia  Genera l  E lect ion  •  Saturday,  October  24 ,  2020



METCHOSIN MUSE AD RATES
Display Ad Sizes 1-5 Issues  6-11 Issues

Bus. Card (H) – 4"w x 2.5"h  .................$50.00 ..........................$40.00

Bus. Card (V) – 2"w x 5"h  .....................$50.00 ..........................$40.00

2Colx4 – 4"w x 4"h  .............................$80.00 ..........................$65.00

1/6 page (V) – 4"w x 5"h  ......................$100.00  ........................$80.00

1/6 page (H) – 6”w x 3.3”h  ...................$100.00  ........................$80.00

1/4 page (V) – 5"w x 7.5"h  ....................$150.00  ........................$125.00

1/2 page (V) – 1O.3"w x 7.5"h  ...............$290.00  .......................$250.00 

Insert 8.5" X 11" (supplied only)  ..........$265.00 per month

Full Width Banner x 2"h  ......................$100.00  ........................$85.00 

Full Page Ad (if available)  ....................$575.00  ~ no additional taxes ~

Add advertising is in greyscale/B&W format.
Camera-ready ads only in PDF format; full payment in advance. We will happily  

recommend an ad designer with reasonable rates to create your ad.  

For more information please contact  
Jennifer Burgis, 250-881-8280,  

email j_burgis@telus.net.

Discount on 6–11 issues. Full payment in advance of publication

CALL TODAY
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Horizontal

4”w x 2.5”h

$50 
per issue (or less**)

2 Column x 4”
4”w x 4”h

$80 
per issue (or less*) 

Business 
Card 

Vertical
4”w x 2.5”h

$50 
per issue (or 

less*)

BIG SAVINGS
for Multiple Issue Bookings

Actual Ad Size

Actual Ad Size

Actual Ad Size

*Discount on 6–11 issues. Contact us for details.



1/6 Page 
Vertical

4”w x 5”h

$100 
per issue (or less*) 

1/6 Page 
Horizontal

6”w x 3.3”h

$100 
per issue (or less*) 

Actual Ad Size

Actual Ad Size

BOOK 6+ Months& SAVE



1/4 Page 
5”w x 7.5”h

Vertical Only

$150 
per issue (or less*) 
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Insert
You supply printed 8.5x11 flyers  

and we have them inserted at the press and de-
livered inside the Muse

$265
per issue 

Full Page
10.3”w x 14”h

$575
per issue 

NOT Actual Ad Size 

*Discount on 6–11 issues. Contact us for details.




