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What to Do About
Metchosin’s Problem Bear
Johnny Carline

Thanks to CHEK TV and the video
footage shot by Gary Schroyen,
many people are now aware of the
sheep-killing bear of Metchosin.
John Buchanan has lost over a
dozen sheep and Bev Bacon just
lost one of her best ewes. But what
is being done about it?
The Muse asked the
Conservation Officer Service
to respond and we present that
response below, alongside Bev
Bacon’s account of what happened on her property. Chris
Doyle, Deputy Chief in charge of
Provincial Operations for the BC
Conservation Officer Service was
asked about this situation on his
open line briefing show. He gave
much the same answer, suggesting that while some Conservation

Officers had been helping out in
BC Parks (apparently in relation
to the COVID-19 situation) he
thought there were sufficient resources to deal with the situation.
This leaves Metchosin Mayor
Ranns very frustrated and concerned. “No one wants to see
bears killed,” he told the Muse,
“but we clearly have a serious
problem here. This bear has
developed a very dangerous habit
and is already a threat to farmers and their stock. Now we are
getting more and more people
from outside Metchosin who are
not necessarily ‘bear aware’ using
our trails, especially the Galloping
Goose, which runs through the
area where this bear is active. It is
an unacceptable danger.”
It was suggested to Deputy
Chief Doyle that private citizens

be trained and allowed to set up
bear traps. He equivocated on the
idea. Mayor Ranns also does not
support that idea. “They haven’t
been shown to be all that effective
and, more importantly, you want
to be sure to get the problem bear.
The rest of the bears are just fine.”
So, the Muse asked, how do you
do that? Ranns suggests there is
only one way: to use tracking dogs
when the scent is fresh. However,
the Mayor suggests, “It does not
appear that the Province is willing
to do that any more. Three times
they were called after a kill and the
scent was fresh. They did not respond to any of the calls, even after
we offered to pay for the dogs.”
So, is this a staffing problem
or a policy problem? Deputy
Chief Doyle denies it’s a staffing

The Conservation
Officer Service
Perspective on
Bears and Sheep
in Metchosin
Ministry of Environment

The COS (Conservation Officer
Service) has long been working with
Metchosin farmers on strategies and
mitigation techniques to minimize
the number of sheep lost to bears,
and the number of bears killed.
THESE STRATEGIES
INCLUDE:
• Educating farmers on best
management practices regarding livestock, including: installing an electric fence, locking
up sheep in a barn overnight,
regularly checking the condition of the herd and the use of
livestock guardian dogs;
• Proactive outreach in the
community around preventing
human-wildlife conflicts; and
• Working with partners such
as WildSafeBC to further help

educate the general public on
the importance of attractant
management.
• Proper livestock husbandry
management is critical to help
reduce predation and lessen
livestock losses. If these practices are not followed, this can
result in a wildlife conflict and
the possible destruction of a
bear that could have been prevented. Conservation Officers
strongly encourage farmers to
implement best practices to protect both livestock and wildlife.
The COS has responded to several complaints in Metchosin and
will continue to do so as necessary.
Livestock management techniques
are always encouraged to help
prevent conflicts from happening
in the first place.

problem. Bev Bacon suggests the
policy pendulum has swung too
far to a ‘bears will be bears’ position, and the Mayor agrees. “The
problem is not with the front-line
staff but higher up, maybe much
higher up, the chain of command.
They are just not willing to use
dogs and that is the only way we’ll
get this bear.”
That certainly is the impression
given by the Deputy Chief and
the response sent by the Ministry
of Environment, where all the
emphasis is on the responsibility
of farmers to keep their stock safe,
by means not all of which look
practical to farmers.
“Right now,” said Mayor Ranns,
“the bear seems to have backed
off. He’s probably just enjoying the
blackberries. But if he’s around in

the fall, when bears get hungry,
packing on weight for the winter, I am really concerned what
will happen and I will hold the
Conservation Office accountable if
anything does.”
Fortunately, we can end the
story on a positive note. Just
before press time, the Muse got a
call from Conservation Officer,
Peter Pauwels. Possibly because
of the attention stirred up by the
problem Metchosin bear, the ‘no
dogs policy’ has been reversed.
If the bear becomes active again
in the fall, which it likely will, a
timely call and response could
lead to a successful tracking of this
sheep killer before it creates any
more havoc.

This picture, taken from a video by
Gerry Schroyen, shows the bear in the
process of eating sheep #87.

The Day a Bear Killed Sheep #87
Bev Bacon

I have 30 sheep at my property
which has an electric fence and a
Maremma guardian dog. I haven’t
had a sheep killed by a bear before.
Three of my ewes were grazing
on a neighbour’s property which
borders Metchosin Mountain.
They were young ewes that I had
selected to be part of my breeding stock for the coming year. I
was aware that the sheep were less
secure away from home without
electric fencing and a guardian
dog. We were talking about stringing up electric fence along the

back fence line but hadn’t done so
yet. It is a difficult decision for the
farmer to spend money on fencing
on someone else’s property.
I have had sheep grazing this
property for several years with no
problem. The property owners like
to have the sheep eat their grass
because the lot is steeply sloped
and difficult to mow. They also enjoy looking at the sheep. My ewes
have been very happy there.
I received a call from the distressed property owners at 9:00 am
Sunday morning, August 2, to say
one of the sheep had been killed.
I went over right away. The dead
sheep was #87, a real sweetie who

liked to be petted and cuddled. She
was the smallest of the three ewes.
John and Lorraine Buchanan
came over to confirm that the kill
was done by a bear. We could see
that the page wire fence had been
pushed down and there was black
hair in the wire. It was a very gruesome scene.
It was John’s impression that
the bear killed the sheep before
eating it. He has seen evidence of
other sheep being eaten alive.
We called repeatedly for a
Conservation Officer to come but
nobody was available. We believed
there was a high probability that
the bear would come back to finish
Continued on page 3

The Muse Messed Up
Johnny Carline and Allen Jones

In the front-page article in our
July/August edition about the
murder of Martin Payne, the
Muse used material from an
article by Tori Marlan, a reporter
with the online publication The
Capital, www.capnews.ca without
attribution or permission. This

was an unintentional but nonetheless serious mistake and we
accept full responsibility for the
error.
The writer made notes from
several sources and then amalgamated them in producing his
article. Under time pressure,
inappropriate amounts of Tori’s
work were included without the

acknowledgement or the attribution that was warranted. More
time would surely have led to the
realization that some notes were
verbatim copies from one source
and required permission and
acknowledgement.
We wish to acknowledge
not only our error but also Tori
Marlan and The Capital for the

work on which we relied in
producing parts of the article we
published. It was first class work
and, albeit belatedly, we want to
recognize that.
We have spoken with the editor of The Capital, who graciously
advised that had we asked ahead
of time, they would have granted
permission for us to use their

material with the appropriate
acknowledgements. We have
learned a lesson and, however
rushed, we will try to ensure we
are better mannered in future.

2

Metchosin Muse • September 2020

Metchosin Muse
Email metchosinmuse@gmail.com   Web www.metchosinmuse.ca
CO-EDITORS
Johnny Carline, 250-474-4601
metchosinmuse@gmail.com
Allen Jones

AD DEADLINE
The 15th of every month for
month-end publication.
ACCOUNTS
Linda Spiller, 250-590-0168
amuselinda@gmail.com
CURRENT CIRCULATION: 3000

MUSE TEAM
Joan Bradley
Jennifer Burgis
Johnny Carline
Joannie Challenger
Brian Domney, Editor Emeritus
Leslie Eaton
Dorothy Elias
Laura Farquharson
Barrett Fullerton
Pat Holloway
Allen Jones
Jim MacPherson
Dauna Neveaux
Barb Sawatsky
Linda Spiller

SUBMISSION DEADLINE AND
HOW TO SEND COPY
All articles and advertisements are due
by the 15th of each month. Please send
copy as an email attachment using
Microsoft Word, text or RTF to:
metchosinmuse@gmail.com.
Typewritten or handwritten copy is
acceptable if you have no access to a
computer. Do not send PDFs. Photos
should be high resolution. Leave hard
copies of articles in the Muse box at
the Metchosin Country Store or fax
250-483-5352. All submissions may be
edited for length, style and suitability of
content and language. Submissions are
accepted on this understanding. Please
visit our website for more information:
www.metchosinmuse.ca

ADVERTISING & CLASSIFIEDS
Jennifer Burgis, 250-881-8280
j_burgis@telus.net
DESIGN AND LAYOUT
Leslie Eaton
DISTRIBUTION
CO-ORDINATOR
Barrett Fullerton
EVENTS metchosinmuse@gmail.com
MAILING ADDRESS
c/o L. Spiller
4741 Lisandra Road
Victoria, B.C., V9C 4G1

ABOUT THE MUSE
The Metchosin Muse is a local non-profit,
arts, interests and activities publication,
produced by the Muse team. The opinions expressed in articles are those of the
authors, not the paper. The Muse endeavours to promote respectful and open
dialogue in the community and aims to
interest a broad cross-section of the residents of Metchosin and Beecher Bay.

Visit our website!   www.metchosinmuse.ca
The Muse website provides a quick way to access Metchosin’s
monthly newspaper, and it allows those with vision challenges to magnify the .pdf files to a comfortable reading size. The
current issue and issues from the past year are there, along with
contact information and information for submissions, advertisers, and deadlines.

Muse Subscriptions

Bus. Card (H) – 4"w x 2.5"h
Bus. Card (V) – 2"w x 5"h
2Colx4 – 4"w x 4"h
1/6 page (V) – 4"w x 5"h
1/6 page (H) – 6”w x 3.3”h
1/4 page (V) – 5"w x 7.5"h
1/2 page (V) – 1O.3"w x 7.5"h
Insert 8.5" X 11" (supplied only)
Full Width Banner x 2"h
Full Page Ad (if available)

6-11 Issues

$50.00
$40.00
$50.00
$40.00
$80.00
$65.00
$100.00
$80.00
$100.00
$80.00
$150.00
$125.00
$290.00
$250.00
$265.00 per month
$100.00
$85.00
$575.00   ~ no additional taxes ~

Discount on 6–11 issues. Full payment in advance of publication
Camera-ready ads only in PDF format;
full payment in advance. We will happily
recommend an ad designer with
reasonable rates to create your ad.
For more information please contact
Jennifer Burgis, 250-881-8280,
email j_burgis@telus.net.

The Community House is pleased to welcome
you back after our closure due to COVID-19.
Things will be a little different during this initial
phased summer opening so check in with them to

book for your smaller sized user groups. They also
have outdoor space for larger groups, too.
The friendly face of House Coordinator Heather
Gargus will be back in the office September 8!
Please check in with them for information on programs running and if there is space. For quickest
replies please email: mcahouse@telus.net

Letters to the Editor
The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of not more than 200 words. Your letter may be
edited for style or length. Please email your letter to metchosinmuse@gmail.com, or leave it at the
Metchosin Country Store. Please sign your letter. An address and telephone number are required
but will not be published. Letters to the editor express the views of the writer who is solely responsible for their content.

In regards to the rabbits in Metchosin did you know that Italians, French and Russians eat rabbit the way
Americans eat chicken, which is to say, quite often. Rabbit meat is white and tender and in taste is very
comparable to chicken. Just sayin’...
Barb Sawatsky

Poetry Corner
A Dumping Poem

Metchosin Day

Bev Bacon

Bev Bacon

Dear Metchosin green folk,
You can’t bury your head in the camas.
Bad things are happening to our landscape,
And you need to get off your _________ (grass?)
For every development on our border,
the fill has to go somewhere.
The dump trucks bring questionable material
to properties here and there.
It may not be your immediate neighbour,
but someone near you is profiting
from allowing their valley or bog
to be filled with whatever they’re offering.
I want my mountains high,
and I want my valleys low.
Tell them to stop the blasting,
and to let our waterways flow.
Please dear people of Metchosin,
don’t leave it to the vociferous few.
The future of Metchosin
depends on intervention from you.
I want you to contact the councillors you elected.
Tell them you care about our land.
Ask them to stop the dumping.
It’s time for more people to take a stand.

Johnny Carline

METCHOSIN MUSE AD RATES
1-5 Issues

The Metchosin Community House is
NOW OPEN

It’s an end-of-summer ritual:
animals, music and beer.
Metchosin Day’s not happening.
Everything’s changed this year.
Looking forward to better times
when we can be together
to celebrate what makes Metchosin great:
the farms, the people, the weather.

Editor’s Musings

We can mail the Muse to you each
month for $30 a year if it is to be posted
to a Canadian address.
Please send your information and
cheque to the Head of our Subscriptions
Department:
Joan Bradley
10 Bradene Road
Victoria BC V9C 4B1
Tel: 250-478-3451
Or you can email us at:
metchosinmuse@gmail.com

Display Ad Sizes

LATE BREAKING NEWS!

Classified Ads
25 words or less $10
Deadline: 15th of each month.
Monthly payment
in advance. Please call
Jennifer Burgis, 250-881-8280,

PLEASE NOTE:

The August break is over and the Muse is back in
your mailbox and it is a bumper issue. A lot happens
in this little village and we find it nigh impossible to
keep you informed and still stay within our breakeven 12-page edition. Fortunately, our readers were
very generous earlier
this year in responding to our funding appeal, so we have a little
cushion to accommodate all the stories we
think you want to, or
on occasion even need
to, read.
Which brings me
to another appeal and
this time it is not for
money. We have a
couple of (volunteer)
positions that we
urgently need to fill on the Muse team. One is taking
over managing our website, which mostly means ensuring that each edition of the Muse is available online each month. It’s not an onerous job but reliability
is key. The second job is the position of advertising
manager. Staying in touch with our advertisers is the
main responsibility to ensure they continue to advertise and provide the Muse with the revenue we need
to stay alive. Just four or five more advertisers would
get us back to break even territory. So, the person
filling this position could have a real impact on the

future of the Muse and, we like to think, the ability
of this community to stay in touch with each other
and events affecting our local lives. In both cases, the
successful applicant/volunteer would have the right
to join the ‘Board of Directors’ and receive exactly the
same stipend as the co-editors, proofreaders, writers and other members of the Board of Directors.
Irresistible, right? Send an
email to metchosinmuse@
gmail.com or give me a call
at 250-474-4601.
Finally, in our last edition we floated the idea of
a sort of virtual Metchosin
Day where Metchosinites
could partially alleviate
their grief over there being
no Metchosin Day this year
by sending in photos and
descriptions of their pets,
petunias and peach crumbles. There were no takers.
Which prompts me to ask, are there other things in
the Muse we maybe could dispense with? What do
you really like? Is the current mix of current events,
human interest stories and whimsical distractions
close to what you want to read? We know nobody is
interested in everything and most things have their
own niche readership. But, overall, how are we doing?
Send us your feedback by email to metchosinmuse@
gmail.com or by Canada Post to Metchosin Muse,
c/o 151 Cliff Drive, Victoria, BC, V9C 4A9.

All photos submitted to the Muse should be in jpg or tif format only.
Please do not send photos in word processing documents.
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The Day a Bear Killed Sheep #87
continued from page 1
eating its kill. We hoped to have a
live trap set up to catch this problem bear. Gary Schroyen came
over to set up trail cameras on the
fence and on the carcass. It was so
distressing to lose the opportunity
to catch this bear.
The cameras recorded the bear
coming back at 11:00 pm Sunday
night, moving and eating the
sheep. This is a very large bear.
I don’t want to fault the
Conservation Officers. Peter
Pauwels was on holiday. He
deserves a break. I think that with
all the pressure on our forested
land we can expect more conflict
with wildlife. We need to have
more staff time to deal with all the
calls. We need to have a quicker
response time before the offending
bear moves on.
OTHER POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS:
• A live trap owned and kept in
Metchosin.
• Volunteers who can quickly set
up the live trap.
• Quick response to get cameras
on the kill to identify the offending bear.
• Tagging bears that kill sheep to
see if they are serial killers.
• Engaging the help of hounds to
track an offending bear.
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• Funding to help farmers set up
electric fencing.
• More sheep guardian dogs and
donkeys.
• The patience of the community
when sheep guardian dogs bark
at night.
• Public education on being ‘bear
aware.’
• Better administrative and
political decision making on a
case-by-case basis.
It seems like the administrative/
political approach to carnivores in
populated areas has switched from
“Catch and Kill” to “Bears will be
Bears”. I don’t think either approach is correct. I strongly agree
with the Conservation Officer who
refused to kill innocent orphan
bear cubs some years back and I
like that large carnivores that end
up in the wrong place by accident,
such as a cougar in James Bay, are
relocated. Relocation is expensive
and time-consuming. Perhaps that
budget needs to be increased.
We need to learn to live with
carnivores and take all reasonable
measures to protect our livestock.
Carnivores that are decimating
our flocks, however, need to be
identified and eliminated. Some of
the charm of Metchosin is seeing
the sheep out on pasture. Farmers
can’t and won’t keep sheep in holding pens and stock yards. My 30
sheep are all in my front yard until The author’s Maremma Maria helping her keep the lambs safe in a pen by her house.
Photo by Maureen O’Brien
the problem bear is gone.

Fire Department
Call-Outs
JULY 2020

Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop
Check out the Metchosin Fire Department on Facebook

The Calm Before the Storm
Brian Domney

As is usual, notwithstanding the rogue bear (bears?)
referenced in the cover story in this issue, the
number of human/wildlife conflicts reported to the
Conservation Officer Service will soon increase as
fruit trees and gardens come into maximum production and wildlife, particularly bears, look to bulk up
for winter.

Metchosin residents are getting better at managing
attractants, and as a result, saving wildlife lives. As we
move into the fall, please remember to not only keep
garbage and compost secure but keep fruit trees picked
and ripe produce harvested and stored securely.
Metchosin can be a place where humans and wildlife
coexist; all it takes is a little care and responsibility managing those things a lazy bear would find hard to resist.

or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop

July 1

July 2
July 3
July 5

July 6
July 7

Kangaroo Road – MVI
Location not specified
– Assistance
– Misc. Complaint
Olympic View Drive
– MVI
Witty Beach
– Beach Fire

William Head Road
– Assistance – BCAS
Happy Valley Road
– MVI

Happy Valley Road
– Rescue
– Rope/High/Confined
Barrow Road
– Alarm Bells
– Residential

July 10 Rocky Point Road
– Hydro-lines Down

Location not specified
– Beach Fire

July 11 Rocky Point Road
– Open Burn – General
July 13 Albert Head Road
– False Alarm Bells
– Commercial
Barrow Road
– Alarm Bells
– Residential

July 16 Sooke Road
– Vehicle Fire
Sooke
– Open Burn
– General

Kangaroo Road
– Hydro
– Tree on Line

July 17 Sooke Road
– MVI

July 18 William Head Road
– MVI
Pike Road
– Brush/Grass Fire

July 19 Location not specified
– Beach Fire

July 21 Matheson Lake Park
– Rescue
– Water/Ice/Drowning
Chalister Court
– Open Burn
– General

July 23 Albert Head Road
– Alarm Bells
– Commercial

Chapel Heights Drive
– Alarm Bells
– Residential

July 24 Church Road (Sooke)
– Structure Fire
– Commercial

Conservation Service Call-Outs

Conservation Officer Service, Environment Protection & Sustainability
May 13

May 15

Pedder Bay Drive
– Assistance
– BCAS

July 27 Ireland Place
– Alarm Bells
– Residential

July 29 Flesh Road
– Fire
– Miscellaneous Fire

July 30 William Head Road
– Fire
– Miscellaneous Fire
MVI: Motor Vehicle Incident.
SFRes: Structure Fire Residential.

Galloping Goose – report of a cougar
chasing a rabbit on the east of Lombard.
Cougar fled into bush when it saw the
observer.
Labonne Road – report of a dog that was
attacked and killed. The dog was dragged
and partially eaten. Caller is unsure what
to do with the body.

May 21

Lindholm Road – Caller advises that a
Black Bear killed one of his sheep midday yesterday. The bear has not been back
since to his knowledge.

May 22

Labonne Road – The bear that killed a
dog last week continues to hang around
for the past week. Unconcerned about
humans/dogs making noise.

May 23

Albert Head – Received call from couple
that heard what they think was a cougar
falling down a hill at Albert Head lagoon.
They did not see anything but left the area.

Jun 06

Pears Road – A black bear accessed
caller’s compost bin last night and damaged the latch to her fence. Caller has

July 25 Location not specified
– Beach Fire
July 26 William Head Road
– SFRes
– Chimney

May – July, 2020
chickens in an enclosed pen adjacent to
the compost which may be at risk.

Jun 08

Leefield Road – Caller advises that a
bear broke into the garage shed that
holds the garbage.

Jun 24

Labonne Road– Caller reports driving
on Labonne Road when a deer jumped
in front of vehicle and was hit. The caller
was only driving 40 km/hr. The deer was
laying down for a little while and then it
got up and walked into the woods.

Jun 25

Barrow Road – Caller is reporting a
mother bear and her cubs are wandering
through the neighbourhood.
Metchosin Road – Caller reports a black
bear killed a ram.

Jun 28

Kangaroo Road – Caller has a family of
bears and doesn’t want them to come back.

For more information on the BC Bear Smart program, go to: https://bit.ly/2FFtlhX
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Bring Back our Calls!
Marie-Térèse Little
Councillor, District of Metchosin

In May 2018, BCEHS (BC
Emergency Health Services) implemented a new process for dispatching paramedics, ambulances,
firefighters, and other resources to
patients. This BC provincial process is called the CRM (Clinical
Response Model). Under the new
system, first responders from fire
departments are being called less
frequently to medical incidents
and events in their area.
While this system may work
brilliantly within an urban setting like Vancouver or Victoria
where the ambulance station is
located within blocks, it does not
work well and does a disservice

to residents of rural communities
such as Metchosin. The distance
from the ambulance dispatch
center to Metchosin is too great.
It is well known that the first hour
of patient care is the most critical;
minutes can make a difference
between life and death.
Previously, the Response
Allocation Plan dictated that both
ambulance and first responders attached to fire departments
were dispatched in response to
a 911 call. Now a colour-coded
system is employed to determine
if first responders are essential.
With the implementation of this
new CRM model, the Metchosin
Fire Fighters are dispatched
to time-critical (purple and
red) emergency calls. Further

reductions have taken place due
to COVID-19 and Metchosin
firefighters only respond to
purple calls now. Other calls for
car accidents, falls, dizziness,
potential broken limbs are no
longer referred to the Metchosin
Fire department. Until 2018,
first response and assistance was
provided by our firefighters with
everything from clearing the
driveway so that the ambulance
can locate and access the injured
person, arranging for alternate
care for those people and animals remaining in the household,
securing animals to allow entrance
of attendants and critical emergency first aid within minutes of
the incident. Sadly, this is no longer the case. This has to change!

RCMP Call-Outs

The District of Metchosin invests heavily in time and financial
resources to support and train
our volunteer fire department. We
want this investment to be used
appropriately for the welfare of
our citizens. There is zero cost to
the BCEHS to have our firefighters
responding to calls. The council
and our citizens want our firefighters responding to all calls, regardless of their colour code, from
stubbed toes to cardiac arrests.
The Mayor and Council for
Metchosin have previously met
with representatives from BCEHS
to clarify the needs of a rural community such as Metchosin. The
Fire Chief has met with numerous
individuals regarding the implications of the new CRM to a rural

community. All of these meetings have been fruitless. Recently,
Councillor Sharie Epp, Chief
Dunlop, a group of concerned
Metchosin residents and I met via
a teleconference with Derek Rains
and other representatives from the
BC government and BCEHS to explain our concerns about the new
response system and how it is not
working for our rural community.
We await their response to our
pleas for common sense.
If you too are concerned about
this please write or call Mr. Derek
Rains (Derek.Rains@gov.bc.ca;
250.952.3008) and the Deputy
Minister of Health,
Mr. Stephen Brown (250.952.1911
or 250.952.1909).

JUNE 15 – AUGUST 10, 2020

Brian Kerr, OPS Support, Media Relations Officer, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore
June 15 Happy Valley Road
– Complaint of an erratic
driver, vehicle not located.
June 17 Sooke Road – Complaint of
erratic driver almost causing
head on collision.
June 18 Sooke Road – Complaint of
erratic driver, vehicle stopped
and driver found to be
impaired. Driver charged and
vehicle impounded.
Lindholm Road – Complaint
of erratic driver, one person
given verbal warning.
Sooke Road – Complaint
from ambulance service
about a vehicle tailgating
ambulance. Vehicle stopped;
driver given verbal warning.
June 19 William Head Road – Motor
vehicle incident involving
motorcycle, one person
injured and taken to hospital.
June 20 Liberty Drive – Complaint of
loud noise, one person given
verbal warning.
Kangaroo Road – Complaint
of loud vehicle and then a
woman screaming. Patrols
failed to locate anything.
June 21 Liberty Drive – Complaint of
threats, one person arrested,
investigation continuing.
June 22 Happy Valley Road
– Complaint to check on
wellbeing of a person. Person
located and spoken too.
Metchosin Road – Complaint
of vehicle travelling at
excessive speeds, patrols
requested.
June 24 Taylor Road – Residential
break and enter, and theft;
investigation continuing.
Happy Valley Road
– Complaint of erratic driver,
vehicle not located.
June 25 Sooke Road – Complaint
of possible impaired driver,
vehicle not located.
Witty’s Beach – Complaint
of male in the nude, given
verbal warning.
June 26 Happy Valley Road
– Complaint of male
breaching court conditions,
given verbal warning.
June 26 Sooke Road – Complaint of
suspicious male, not located.
June 28 Jelinek Place – Complaint
of bear and two cubs on
property, Conservation office
advised.

June 30 Glen Forest Way – Complaint
of fraud, still under
investigation.
July 01 Kangaroo Road – Complaint
of single vehicle motor
vehicle accident, one male
taken to Victoria General
Hospital.
Happy Valley Road
– Complaint of possible
assault, still under
investigation.
July 02 Kangaroo Road – Complaint
of threats to a person, still
under investigation.
Olympic View Drive – Motor
vehicle accident involving
one vehicle, no injuries but
vehicle sustained substantial
damage.
July 03 Glen Forest Way – Complaint
of threats to a person, still
under investigation.
July 05 Happy Valley Road – Twovehicle accident, rear end
collision, no injuries.
July 06 Sooke Road – Complaint
of possible impaired driver.
Patrols failed to locate the
vehicle.
Metchosin Road – Complaint
of vehicle being driven
erratically and passing on
corner. Registered owner of
the vehicle given a warning.
July 07 Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of possible
impaired driver heading
toward Victoria. Patrols failed
to locate the vehicle.
July 08 Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of suspicious
male on private property.
July 09 Olympic View Drive
– Complaint of person
possibly camping near Tower
Point.
Sooke Road – Two-vehicle
accident. No injuries. Vehicles
sustained severe damage.
July 10 Happy Valley Road
– Complaint of two
suspicious males possibly
selling drugs. Patrols failed to
locate the suspects.
July 12 Happy Valley Road – Single
vehicle accident. No injuries.
Vehicle slid off the road in the
rain.
Pedder Bay Road
– Complaint of a disturbance,
two intoxicated males
fighting. Both given verbal
warnings and left in the care
of their spouses.

July 13
July 14

July 16

July 17

July 18

July 19

July 22

July 23

Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of domestic
dispute/assault. One person
arrested and investigation is
continuing.
Metchosin area – Complaint
of a possible sexual assault.
Still under investigation.
Albert Head Lagoon
– Complaint of fire on the
beach. Fire extinguished
and one person given verbal
warning.
Sooke Road – Single vehicle
accident, no injuries, vehicle
towed from scene.
Sooke Road – Two-vehicle
accident, rear end collision,
no injuries.
Kangaroo Road – Complaint
of speeding motorcycles,
patrols requested.
Sooke Road – Assist Fire
Department for vehicle fire.
Challister Court – Complaint
of loud noise, disturbance.
Albert Head – Complaint of
beach fire on beach, people
warned.
Pears Road – Complaint
of suspicious vehicle, not
located.
Sooke Road – Single vehicle
accident, one person taken to
hospital
Rocky Point Road
– Motorcycle accident, hit
deer, one person injured.
Witty’s Beach – Complaint of
nude persons on the beach.
Albert Head – Complaint
of fire on the beach, people
warned.
Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of loud party.
Metchosin Road
– Complaint of speeding
vehicles, patrols requested.
William Head Road – Two
complaints of a cougar
sighting.
Sooke Road – Complaint
of possible impaired driver,
vehicle stopped by Sooke
RCMP, driver found to be
sober.
Metchosin Road – Complaint
of assault, one person
arrested, investigation
continuing.
Kangaroo Road – Complaint
of speeding motorcycles.

July 24
July 25
July 26

July 27

July 28

Happy Valley Road – Single
vehicle accident, no injuries.
Sooke Road – Complaint of
speeding vehicles.

Rocky Point Road
– Complaint to check
wellbeing of a person, family
advised.

Delgada Road – Complaint
of loud party, people gone on
arrival.

Witty’s Beach – Complaint of
nude persons on the beach.
William Head Road –
Complaint of a disturbance,
one person warned.
Pedder Bay Road
– Complaint of theft of
vehicle, F350 truck stolen.

Kangaroo Road – Complaint
of speeding motorcycles.

Aug. 3

Aug. 4

Aug. 5

Aug. 7

Aug. 8

Aug. 9

Kangaroo Road – Complaint
of possible assault, not
located.
Rocky Point Road
– Complaint of harassment,
one person warned.

Albert Head – Complaint
that a person was cutting logs
on the beach.
Sooke Road – Complaint of
an erratic driver, vehicle not
located.

William Head Road – Single
vehicle accident, no injuries,
driver charged under the
Motor Vehicle Act.
Happy Valley Road area
– Complaint of possible
assault, investigation
continuing.

Witty’s Beach – Complaint of
lost cell phone.
Happy Valley Road
– Complaint of an erratic
driver, verbal warning given
later to the registered owner.

Matheson Lake – Complaint
of a dog left in a vehicle
during hot weather.
Metchosin Road –
–
Complaint of a deer hit by a
vehicle.

Aug. 10 Pedder Bay Road
– Complaint of a lost wallet.
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Bylaw
Enforcement
Update

The allegedly illegal structure
built at Tower Point. Photo by
Rachel French de Mejia
Johnny Carline

There are some understandable reasons for the delay in the
District bringing forward bylaw
enforcement reforms. One, of
course, is the impact of COVID-19
on municipal administration.
Residents understood this and
backed off from continuing to
press the District to address these
issues. But rumblings of discontent are beginning to grow again.
One issue is soil deposition and
the resultant truck traffic on Neild
Road; another is an allegedly illegal
structure at Tower Point, brought
to the Muse’s attention by a nearby
resident. The Muse decided to
investigate and get an update on
bylaw enforcement reform.
The Neild Road situation
raises the question of when and
why is soil deposition allowed.
The Muse met with Mayor Ranns
and Chief Administrative Officer,
Lisa Urlacher, and received the
following explanation. Generally,
landowners have a reasonable
right to develop and use their land
for the purposes permitted under
the municipality’s land use bylaws.
Metchosin’s terrain is rocky and
hilly and so the development of
a usable site can involve either
blasting, filling or both. Many
Metchosin residents live on properties that have been improved in
this way and as the easier sites are
used up, blasting and/or filling
becomes ever more necessary.
In building boom times, landowners may receive money from
developers trying to get rid of fill.
In other times, landowners may
have to pay for it. But under the
land use bylaw, accepting fill is allowable only if it is improving the
land for the uses permitted under
that bylaw (unless a temporary use
permit is granted– a controversial
topic for another day).
In the case of Neild Road,
several properties have received fill
to facilitate building a residence
and landscaping. The sites have
been inspected, permits have been
issued and it has been confirmed
that fill is being deposited for
legitimate purposes. The Muse
visited a couple of these sites and,
from the street, this appeared to be
the case.

Council News
SEPTEMBER 2020
COVID-19 Update – Municipal Operations and Council Meetings

In some cases, the amount of
fill may be considerable and it
might be asked whether a more
modest approach would have
had less impact. Recent amendments to the bylaw have made the
issuance of permits for over 500
cubic metres a Council decision
rather than a staff decision, which
is an improvement. But if the
correct process has been followed,
Council appears to have little discretion. To achieve that, it appears
to the Muse, Council might have
to change the bylaw to impose
limits and to make deposits over
that limit subject to a development variance permit. This would
undoubtedly add process and cost
and whether it would change anything in the end is open to question. In the meantime, it can be
expected that other undeveloped
sites will undergo this process,
including more in the Neild Road
area. Currently, this looks like
something residents might just
have to live with.
The Tower Point case is interesting from a different perspective.
Owners of waterfront property on
Annie Jackson Place are apparently allowed to get access to the
water via a ‘ladder’ provided they
satisfy certain requirements, such
as an environmental impact statement. However, something more
elaborate would constitute a structure and would have to respect
the setback provisions or obtain
a development variance permit.
It appears that one owner has ignored some or all of these requirements and built an access structure
without permit and contrary to the
bylaws. The District became aware
of this and issued a stop work order which was apparently ignored.
It is now a bylaw enforcement
issue and the District will discuss
the legal aspects of that.
Enforcing the bylaw could possibly involve having the structure removed as well as possible
penalties. All of this might have to
be settled in court. However, the
District has been typically averse
to going to court, a factor which
may have been influential in its
original Tower Point subdivision
decision, where it shocked many
by accepting the proponent’s offer
of money rather than exercise
their option to take land. How it
handles this case may be some indication of its current resolve and
approach to enforcing bylaws.
Meanwhile, a draft of possible
bylaw enforcement reforms is now
almost ready to go to Council. The
central question here may well be
how much this traditionally parsimonious Council is prepared to
invest to establish a more effective
bylaw enforcement system. The
Muse will be watching and keeping
you informed.

Sure Wire Electrical (1979) Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Service Calls – Small Renos

DAVE RIGBY
250-883-5992 Cell
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815 Tiswilde Road
Victoria, B.C.
V9C 4E8

The District of Metchosin Hall continues to be closed to the public until further notice.
Wherever possible, business functions and services will continue by telephone, email, virtual
meetings and by appointment (if absolutely necessary).
Council has decided to open the Council Chambers to the public for meetings. Only the Council
Chambers will be open, the public is not permitted in any other area of the Municipal Hall. At
this time, 12 seats will be available for presenters and members of the public, face masks are
encouraged. In addition, the meetings will also be recorded, using Zoom, to provide everyone
a chance to view the meetings thereafter. Presenters will have priority seating and are included
in the 12 maximum seats available. If you are interested in attending the meeting, you will
be required to line up, practicing six feet physical distancing, at the back door that enters the
Council Chambers. The door will open shortly before the meeting begins. Once the maximum
of 12 seats are filled, no others will be permitted to enter. The Fire Chief will be in attendance
to ensure proper protocols are being adhered to, as well as directing the public into and out
of the Council Chambers. If you are in attendance, you will be required to register your name
and contact information. This information will only be used as a COVID-19 tracker should it be
required.
If you have any questions about the meetings, please contact the Office at 250-474-3167, or by
email at info@metchosin.ca
Horses on Municipal Fields
As a reminder, if you are on the Municipal fields with your horse, please ensure you stay on the
designated trails to avoid damage to the fields.
Regular Business Licence Renewals
Businesses will be receiving their renewal notices in the mail in October for the 2020/2021 businesses licence year (November to October). Every business operating in Metchosin, including
home-based businesses, short-term rentals, etc. requires a business licence. Metchosin participates in the regional intermunicipal business licence scheme so that businesses such as contractors and mobile sales based in Metchosin only need one licence to operate in the region. If you
have not paid your 2019/2020 business licence fee, please remit at your earliest convenience.
Please note that if your business licence is 2 years outstanding, the licence will be terminated, as
per Section 14(c) of the Business Licence Bylaw. Reinstatement would then be subject to a new
application and inspection, along with an additional fee of $25.00
Public Works
Work on the expansion of the public works yard is complete; requests for proposals for the new
salt shed will go out early in the new year. Along with day-to-day maintenance, the crew is
checking sight lines at road intersections and clearing branches etc. as needed.
Driveway Culvert Maintenance
With fall coming upon us, residents are reminded to clear driveway culverts of debris to help
prevent flooding. It is also property owners’ responsibility to ensure that water and gravel
from your driveway does not enter onto the roadway. A permit is required to undertake any
work on the municipal roadway, including installation of driveways and culverts.
District of Metchosin Meeting Schedule – September 2020
There will be one meeting on September 14, starting at 7:00 pm, in the Council Chambers,
combining a public hearing, Council meeting and committee meetings (see below). Please see
District website for further information on meetings during COVID-19.*
• Public Hearing – Metchosin Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw, No. 659 – Regional
• Context Statement
• Council Meeting
• Finance & Environment Committee
• Planning Committee
• Parks Committee
• Public Works Committee
*Meetings are subject to change, for updated information please call the District office at 250474-3167 or refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca. Thank you.
Metchosin Municipal Hall | www.metchosin.ca
250-474-3167 | info@metchosin.ca

Be Bear and
Cougar Smart!
For information about

staying safe around wildlife,
please visit the district website:
www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources
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Victoria College of Art Councillor is
Coming to Metchosin now a Bestseller
“If I don’t hear laughter in the
halls, I don’t feel we’re doing the
right thing.”
The VCA (Victoria College of
Such, who volunteers as
Art) was a brushstroke away from
President, insists he’s not an artist,
being homeless, when a chance
but he comes to Metchosin with
remark led them to Metchosin.
a broad palette of talents and ac“We were in desperation.” said
colades. From his beginnings in an
administrator Nancy Ruffolo, after
English orphanage, Such’s extenthe College’s 45-year tenure at the
sive bio includes being a Professor
former Bank Street Elementary
Emeritus of York University, an inSchool in Oak Bay came to an
ternational lecturer, a writer of ficabrupt end.
tion and non-fiction books, plays,
The college was informed by
poetry, documentaries and opera
the Victoria School District on
librettos. He’s a founding member
June 10 they were to be out in
of the Writers’ Union of Canada,
three weeks, as the building was
and a creator of York’s Centre for
being demolished. With classes
Distance Learning and
not even finished until the
Teaching Technology.
end of July, a brief reprieve
“If I don’t hear laughter in the halls,
Such and the faculty
was granted until the end
hired
Ruffolo as an adminof August.
I don’t feel we’re doing the right
istrator. The position soon
Adding to the stress of
thing.”
became much more than a
dismantling and sorting
job for the former teacher
decades of collected equip–Peter Such, College President
and business owner, who’s
ment and material, Ruffolo
also fluent in French. With
and College President Peter
the College’s open-door policy,
Such were unable to find anywhere the courtyard, and other spaces
across the hall.
Ruffolo spends as much time
suitable to relocate. Ruffolo was
Once set up in their new digs,
counselling students as she does
venting their frustrations to her
VCA will be offering a variety of
working on business plans.
son, an electrician with the Sooke
diploma courses in both Fine Arts
“It evolved, this job. I had to
School District, and he asked if
and Applied Arts. The College
step out of the box.” said Ruffolo,
they had thought about the old
is also designated as one of six
whose job also evolved into marMetchosin Elementary School.
Centres of Excellence in animation riage with Such.
Within minutes, Such and Ruffolo
education in Canada.
Students attending the College
were on their way to have a look,
What’s unique about the
range from those just out of high
and they liked what they saw.
College is that while it’s an educaschool to people who’ve retired
After chatting with a few locals,
from long careers in fields such as
the decision to move to Metchosin tional institution, designed to give
students the tools to make a living, nursing, teaching or business, and
took just one day.
the overriding philosophy is one
want to fulfil their dreams of be“We met everybody, and we
of family and creativity.
coming artists. Such tells them to
were blown away,” said Ruffolo.
“Creativity uses very few
read about Grandma Moses, who
“These people want us there. These
resources, it doesn’t pollute, and
had a 30-year career, following her
people are welcoming us to their
it gives people a sense of awe and
first showing at age 65.
community. It felt so right.”
beauty, and very often a fresh view
Such and Ruffolo have already
As far as Mayor John Ranns is
been speaking with the ArtPod
concerned, the College couldn’t be of life.” said Such.
group about coordinating some
workshops and shows, and involvement with Metchosinites is
definitely in their long-range plan,
with displays, events, and eventually, classes for the community.
“It’s really wonderful for us to
15 Years Serving WestShore
be here,” the pair said about “artsy”
Metchosin. “It feels like home.”
Councillor Sharie Epp

a better fit for Metchosin. “For me,
it’s really been a long-held objective,” said Ranns. “It provides a lot
of opportunities for Metchosin
residents, and really enhances the
whole idea of an arts centre.”
COVID-19 has drastically reduced enrolment, especially when
it comes to international students.
Now, courses are online but the
hope is students could be returning to the classrooms sometime
in the fall. The College has leased
the room formerly occupied by
Metchosin Soap Works in the
MACCA section of the school, as
well as the two classrooms facing

HOME & GARDEN
CLEANING SERVICES
Mark and Lisa

250 217-6128
bythewave@msn.com

Editor’s note: The District is
also close to finalising leases with a
local craft beer brewing operation,
which might have a tasting lounge,
and with a training institute. More
on these exciting developments in
the next edition of the Muse.

Johnny Carline

Thanks to eagle-eyed Ken and Laura Farquharson for spotting (and
informing the Muse) that Metchosin Councillor Andy MacKinnon is on
the Canadian Bestseller list at number eight in the non-fiction category.
The book is Edible and Medicinal Plants of Canada co-authored by Andy
MacKinnon, John Arnason and Linda Kershaw. One of the contributors
was another Metchosin expert, Fiona Hamersley-Chambers. It is published by Lone Pine, priced at $29.95, and best read in small bites.

A Metchosin Moment

Important Dates and Events
In Metchosin
Metchosin Farmers’ Market Every Sunday
Sept 4

Metchosin Art Bird Blitz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 8

Sept 7

Labour Day

Sept 8

Metchosin Art on the Walls Opens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 10

Sept 10 School Opens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 12
Sept 12 Hans Helgesen PAC Bottle Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 9

For Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre events, see p. 14.

A new definition of social distancing – staying one giant
cabbage width apart? Heather Showers (left) helps Dorothy
King heft a giant cabbage that Dorothy grew in her Parry Road
garden. Photo by Barb Sawatsky
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Emergency Preparedness

Tsunami! Preparing for the Worst
Craig Temple

On July 9, Metchosin Fire Chief Stephanie
Dunlop’s dinner was interrupted by a rapid
tapping against her wrist. She paused as
she does several times a day, whether in
mid-meal or mid-sentence, and raised her
smartwatch to check the notification from
her global seismic activity tracker. Fork
clattering to her plate, Dunlop jumped and
ran the 100 steps from her dinner table to
the fire hall. The alert was one the chief had
prepared for, but hoped never to receive.
A magnitude 8.6 deep ocean earthquake
had struck south of the Alaskan archipelago.
In a best-case scenario, none of Metchosin’s
five thousand residents would have to interrupt their own dinners. Moments after the
chief loaded the Provincial and National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) earthquake tracking websites,
the fire hall dispatch phone rang. Then her
mobile. The call display read, “PACIFIC
TSUNAMI WARNING CENTRE”. There
would be no best-case scenario that night.
The quake shook apart an undersea
mount, triggering one of nature’s most
destructive events: a tsunami. It raced
across the ocean at 800 km/hr, its direction
unknown until it passed over Environment
and Climate Change Canada’s “South
Nomad” deep ocean detection buoy, located
770 km due west of Metchosin.
In this disaster simulation designed
by the Metchosin Emergency Program
(MEP) to drill preparedness for these

long-hoped-against events, Chief Dunlop
Those of us in the first new batch of
received notification that a 14-foot flood of
recruits are part of that growth. Two weeks
water would hit Metchosin in less than one
before the tsunami drill, we’d received a
hour.
request for volunteers in Chief Dunlop’s
“Activate the EOC,” Dunlop ordered,
COVID-19 update bulletin. A week after
having tranthe drill, we were
sitioned from
receiving instrucFire Chief to
tions how to
Chief Dunlop and the volunteers
Emergency
activate the EOC
of the Metchosin Emergency Program
Program
if we are the first
Coordinator
to arrive during an
successfully executed a ‘no-evac’ drill of
and Director
emergency.
of Metchosin’s the one-hour tsunami response plan...
Excitement
volunteershines on the
staffed
faces of the new
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC).
volunteers. It’s easy to see the sexy side of
“We wear a lot of hats in Metchosin,”
emergency management when your feet are
Dunlop said during an MEP volunteer
dry and your belly is full. But you feel the
training meeting one week after the tsunami weight of responsibility while sitting amid
drill. “During a big Level 3 event, the rest of the radio banks, the 5-metre strategic wall
Victoria will have their hands full. So we’re
map of Metchosin, and the event triage
on our own.”
board assigning district resources to local
The eyes of the seven new volunteer
street names with simulated propane explorecruits widen as Dunlop frankly describes
sions and cardiac arrests.
the reality of our situation in Metchosin.
As we introduce ourselves, common
9-1-1 dispatch might go down, neighboursentiment emerges among the recruits. At
ing fire and ambulance services could be
a time when we feel helpless against the
overwhelmed, and the people crewing the
pandemic, we welcome the opportunity to
EOC would be tasked with coordinating
help our community.
Metchosin’s disaster response resources.
No tsunami struck our community on
“The MEP has a great team of volunteers July 9. But Chief Dunlop and the volunwho have served for years,” Dunlop said.
teers of the Metchosin Emergency Program
“But the province is modernizing emersuccessfully executed a ‘no-evac’ drill of the
gency management with new technology
one-hour tsunami response plan. Teams
and protocols, so the MEP needs to change
from Metchosin Fire Department raced into
and grow too.”
the tsunami zone to knock on the doors

of 109 homes on properties lying within
14 feet of the high tide mark. The district’s
automated dialer phoned 2,659 people who
signed up for notifications at
www.metchosinemergencyprogram.ca.
Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness
Programs (PODs) checked in via the
backup communication ham radio network.
William Head Prison was contacted, as was
the Scia’new Band Council at Beecher Bay.
More warning calls went out to outlying
properties too far to visit within the short
window of warning.
As if to underscore the importance of
preparedness, twelve days after this drill,
a magnitude 7.8 earthquake did strike the
waters south of the Alaskan archipelago.
Tsunami sirens across the Alaskan coastline
called people to evacuate to high ground.
Fortunately, it was quickly determined there
was no risk of a tsunami. The only effect
felt in Metchosin was the rapid tapping of a
smartwatch against the Fire Chief ’s wrist.
Those interested in supporting our community’s emergency preparedness should
contact Chief Dunlop at firechief@metchosinfire.ca. Experience in emergency management is helpful, but not required. All training
is provided.

100%
Locally
owned &
operated

Your Local Building Supply Store
e
Windsor Plywood Westshor

WANT A NEW FLOOR OR DOOR?
WE INSTALL!! Floors, doors and so much more
Whether you’re building new or renovating we do complete installation! That
means tearing out your old floors, disposing of it and revamping or installing
new baseboards all in a timely fashion. We keep on top of the trends so come
and see our new lines of vinyl, hardwood, oak and laminate flooring ... and
see why Windsor Plywood Westshore are the installation specialists!
Come and walk through our doors and walk on our floors.
Door and Floor Installations Fully Guaranteed
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Deals!
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NEW!

$ Halton
48 Halton
$ 48
Hickory
Hickory

Halton
Hickory
Hardwood

Sq. Ft.
Hardwood
Hardwood
CHESTNUT SHOWN (WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)

CHESTNUT SHOWN
(WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)

CHESTNUT SHOWN

NEW!

3

$ 98

Sq. Ft.

Sq. Ft.

6-1/2” CHESTNUT
HICKORY
(WHILE
QUANTITIES LAST)
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

SPECIAL
EXTERIOR
DOUBLEGLASS
STEEL
LEXINGTON
GLASS
LEXINGTON
BUYPREHUNG

FIBERGLASS

DOORS

FIBERGLASS

PREFINISHED
DOOR
UNITS

PREFINISHED
DOOR
UNITS

Butterscotch

Butterscotch

58888 $61888$588881

ARCTIC

2x4 Frame

$

2x6 Frame 2x4 Frame

FLOAT-IN
INSTALLATION
PREFINISHED
• 1/2” (11.5mm)
x 4-3/4”
• Handscraped
Natural finish
• 25 year mfr’s
warranty

Natural Maple

Windsor Plywood

FLOAT-IN
INSTALLATION
PREFINISHED
Amber Maple

Natural Maple

Westshore

Amber Maple

Westshore Location •• 1/2”
888
Van Isle Way • 250-474-6111
(11.5mm)

Handscraped
Natural Acacia

• Handscraped
11MM ENGINEERED HANDSCRAPED
Natural finish
MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORING
• 25 year mfr’s
FLOAT-IN INSTALLATION • PREFINISHED
warranty
Designed to be installed over most existing floors.
Can be installed on, above, or below grade. Great
for your condo or basement. • 7/16” (11mm) x 4”
• Available in Summer Hickory,
Amber Maple,
Handscraped
Natural Maple
Natural Acacia
• 20 year mfr’s warranty

98

EVEREST

Sq. Ft.

Sq. Ft

Carmel
Acacia

Store hours
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm
Sat
9am-5:30pm
Closed Sun - Family Day

x 4-3/4”

11MM ENGINEERED HANDSCRAPED
MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORING
FLOAT-IN INSTALLATION • PREFINISHED
Designed to be installed over most existing floors.
Can be installed on, above, or below grade. Great
for your condo or basement. • 7/16” (11mm) x 4”

Visit the Muse website! www.metchosinmuse.ca
ACACIA ENGINEERED

1

18

EVEREST

Sq. Ft.

1 188
ARCTIC

18
2x6 Frame
$
88
61888

• Features
20” x 64” one
• Features
20” x 64” oneea.
lite
ea.
ea. lite
ea.
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- low-e glass
- with raise and lower blinds
2/8• 4-9/16
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3/10 primed jamb
LIMITED
TO STOCK ON
HAND
exterior
primed
jamb •2/8
4-9/16
exterior

LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND
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5” LONDON FOG OAK
5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK

6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

SPECIAL
BUY

3

$ 98

Tower
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Series
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Hardwood
5” LONDON FOG OAK
Hardwood
5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK

ACACIA ENGINEERED

Real wood for the

• Available in Summer Hickory, Amber Maple,
Natural Maple

• 20VINLOC
year mfr’s warranty
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VINYL
PLANK
Real wood for the

98 98

10MM VINLOC
10.5MM VINLOC

VINYL
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TILES
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This American Robin
Needs Your Help

Wounded Robin gets good care at Wild ARC. Photo by Wild ARC.
Tara Thom

Recently, an American Robin was
brought into Wild ARC after it
was caught by a free-roaming cat.
This nestling had fallen from its
Joan Rosenberg with the placard for the American Robin at a local roadside stand. Photo supplied by
nest and was attacked while on the
Joan Rosenberg
ground. The tiny bird was in very
poor condition, barely breathing
when a kind-hearted member of
the public found and brought the
bird in for care.
Upon arrival, initial assessment showed the robin had a deep
wound in its skin tissue caused
by the cat bite that would require
Memet Burnett
Metchosin Foundation,
public at large invited to find,
surgery to repair. The bird had
Metchosin ArtPod, and Rocky
photograph, and take selfies with
also suffered trauma from being
Friday, September 4
Point Bird Observatory have
each of thirty-six 2020 Art Bird
In and around Metchosin
invited artists and small businesses Card placards in situ at local ‘sanc- attacked and will require several
months of care to heal from the
in Metchosin to help stage the first tuary’ businesses. The birds will
ordeal. The robin is receiving antiannual Art Bird Blitz (2020). It
be ‘released’ twelve at a time, so
Do you find birds never stay
will be a scavenger hunt designed
new birds can be discovered every biotics to prevent infection as well
in place long enough to properly
to promote the Art Bird Card
week through September. People’s as pain medication, regular fluid
identify them? Once you know
treatments, and a specialized diet
Project, birds on Lower Vancouver selfies can then be uploaded onto
what a certain bird is called, do
Island, and participating small
their page at https://bit.ly/2Q5i4t1 to ensure the bird recovers and
you wish you knew more about
develops properly. Staff and volunbusinesses who can be seen
where they can document their
them? Their behaviour? Their
broadly as places of sanctuary for
progress, inspire others, and get in teers at Wild ARC will continue to
nature facts? Are you looking for
provide regular feeding and care
birds and/ or humans.
the running for draw prizes!!
a fun, family and friends activity
until the feathers grow in and the
This Art Bird Blitz kick-off is
that is COVID-19 safe, educabird learns to fly. The robin will
slated for September 4 with the
tional, and unique?

Metchosin Art Bird Blitz a
Novel Challenge for September

G
L
Please check our
website for any
updates on our
operations.

We wish everyone good
health and wellness!

GLENROSA FARM
RESTAURANT
House-Made Seasonal Fare
Local Ingredients

5447 Rocky Point Road
Metchosin

250-478-6186
Thurs-Fri 11am-4pm • Sat-Sun 10am-4pm

www.glenrosafarm.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2: Open Mic Music Night
May 12: Mother’s Day
May 16: Pub Quiz

E
N
R
O
S
A

APRM

ASSOCIATION for the PROTECTION of RURAL METCHOSIN

Annual General Meeting

Saturday, September 12 @ 2:00pm
Metchosin Community House
Please join us on September 12 as the APRM holds its
AGM. The meeting will be held on the grounds of the
Community House, with steps taken to support social
distancing for the safety of attendees.
Update on the AGM’s activities
Financial report
Executive elections
Amendments to update the Constitution
For information on the AGM please connect to:

www.metchosinaprm.org

be in care for a couple of months
before being ready for release back
into the wild.
This robin is on the mend at
Wild ARC but many birds who are
caught by free-roaming cats or offleashed dogs are not so fortunate.
This story serves as a reminder to
all pet-owners to keep your dog or
cat on a leash when taking them
for a walk or monitor them when
letting them outside in order to
protect our local wildlife. You can
also purchase cat bibs to reduce
the chance that they will catch and
injure a wild animal. Cat bibs can
be purchased online at
shop.spca.bc.ca. Billions of birds
and other wild animals are injured
or killed by domestic dogs and cat
attacks each year. Thank you for
working with us to properly coexist with wildlife.
If you would like to partner
with us financially to care for this
beautiful robin, we would truly
appreciate your support. To learn
more or donate, visit:
https://bit.ly/34l9peh

MY-CHO

SEN

250-474-2333

Café

& PAT I O
OPEN FOR TAKEOUT

Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere
and our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!
Tuesday - Sunday 11:30am - 7:30pm | Closed Mondays

EN Pickup after noon,

MY-CHOS

PIZZA

delivery after 4pm
250-474-5576

Tue & Wed: 4-9pm | Thu-Sun 11am-9pm | Closed Mondays
Check our website for updates! www.mychosencafe.com

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads
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The Problems with Poison

9

Alternative Ways to Control Rodents
Dr. Sara Dubois
BC SPCA Chief Scientific Officer

Every year hundreds of wild
animals suffering from the effects
of poison are brought to Canadian
rehabilitation centres like the BC
SPCA Wild ARC. This poison was
not meant for them, but was set out
in bait boxes at homes, parks, and
buildings across communities to
attract rodents. The BC SPCA also
sees cats and dogs in our clinics
that have become unintended victims of poison, from either eating
toxic rodents or getting into the
bait themselves. The full scale of the
rodenticide problem is unknown
since most animals will never be
found before their death, meaning
we don’t know if the poison is really
working to reduce rodents.
Alternatives to rodenticides are
now growing in availability and effectiveness, and ongoing research
will hopefully eliminate their use
completely in future. Not only are
many rodent predators – owls,
hawks, raccoons – being killed by
secondary poisoning, rodenticides
can make their way up even higher
in the food chain to eagles and
cougars. Dying by internal bleeding over a period of days is not a
humane death for rodents or their
predators – just because these
products are legal to buy and sell,
it does not mean they are humane.
But we can help move the
needle forward, community by
community. Metchosin can make a
difference by banning rodenticide
use on municipal properties and
switching to preventative and alternative tools (lethal and non-lethal)
to control rodents. The BC SPCA
launched a campaign this summer
directed toward municipalities as

major customers of pest control, to
rethink how they spend taxpayer
funds on it. The campaign asked
residents to write to local officials
requesting a change to operational
practices by removing rodenticides
from municipally-owned properties as a first step. Recent motions
passed in the Districts of Saanich
and North Vancouver are examples
to adopt, and included measures to
educate residents on reducing rodenticide in homes and businesses.
Metchosin can also be a leader in
helping drive change towards more
humane options and reducing
rodenticide use in the community.
So, what are those other options? Rodent control is still
necessary for health and safety,
and to protect crops and property.
From a homeowner perspective,
prevention is always the most
effective solution with many different rodent-proofing techniques
available: sealing cracks, storing
food and crops in rodent-proof
containers, and addressing any
unintended food sources (e.g. bird
feeders). Another great option is
for Metchosin residents to provide
owl boxes which encourages natural predators to manage rodents.
If rodents are already an issue, taking action to prevent the
next problem is needed, as other
animals will just fill the void.
Live release traps are an option if
homeowners are willing to put in
the work and check them often.
Animals must be released
outside (they can’t be taken far
away or released on another person’s property) and traps must be
checked frequently.
Species-specific (mouse vs. rat)
snap traps can be a reasonably humane option when lethal control

is necessary, but only if they are
properly set and monitored. The
strength of snap traps varies
widely – the stronger they are, the
more effective – cheap ones are
often not strong enough but you
can buy professional grade traps.
Snap traps require re-setting and
when placed in areas where other
animals can access, they should
be placed inside pest control
boxes. Cats, birds, and other small
animals can be victims of improperly set snap traps. Never use glue
traps – they are not meant for
killing as their design is intended
to capture only – yet most animals
caught (including many non-target animals) will die by suffocation
or worse, dehydration or exposure.
Hiring an AnimalKind company (www.animalkind.ca) is
also possible in Metchosin, with
Alternative Wildlife Solutions
(250-686-1181) is an accredited
company used by Wild ARC.
Finally, a new tool is now available for use in Canada and the
BC SPCA has been testing it at
our rural locations, as well as in
partnership with UBC as a research project to advance humane
rodent control more broadly. New
Zealand’s Goodnature A24 Trap
can be ordered in Canada and is
designed for lethal removal of rats
and mice using a gas cylinderpowered captive bolt system pricey but a refillable system and
in the long term could make a
significant impact to rodent control on farms and rural properties
using blockers to prevent other
species from access.
For more information see the
BC SPCA’s website:
www.spca.bc.ca/urban-wildlife
This Barred Owl is in care at Wild ARC. But Owls can be our friends in
controlling rodents without using poison. Photo by Wild ARC.

Hans Helgesen PAC Bottle Drive
Saturday, September 12th 9:00 am–12:00 pm
at Hans Helgesen Elementary.
Proceeds from bottle drive help with classroom supplies,
field trips, sports equipment etc.

Gap in Care
Bev Bacon

Bert Harrison with Bob Burgis and Feargus at the entrance to the bookstore. Photo by Allen Jones

Old Barn Books Reopens
The Old Barn Books was able to reopen on July 5
after careful planning by the volunteers that run
Metchosin’s favourite bookstore. Following the reorganisation of the access and egress with controlled
entrance numbers and a disinfectant procedure put
in place, the re-opening day went smoothly. All the
hard work of Bert Harrison, Larry Tremblay, Avril
Yoachim and Bob Burgis was rewarded with happy
customers and funds to support the Metchosin
Museum Society’s activities. A COVID-19 plan
was submitted to, and approved by, the District of
Metchosin prior to the re-opening.

The bookstore allows people to donate recently
read, resaleable books which are resold for $1 or
$2. Drop offs can be done on Sundays from 11:00
am to 2:00 pm, the opening hours of Barn Books.
This has been possible since 2006, when it was first
opened and is the largest fundraising activity of the
Metchosin Museum Society.
Avid readers will find Old Barn Books next to the
entrance to the Pioneer Museum. Currently the bookstore is only accessible by visitors to the Market so, during the Farmers’ Market season, Metchosinites can feed
both the body and the mind on a Sunday afternoon.

I’m acutely aware of our gap in care.
It isn’t fair to leave me there,
out in the field, on the basement floor,
or stuck in the hay barn. I deplore
the change in our emergency service.
Getting help has become hit-or-miss.
If I’ve been run over, or had a fall
our first responders don’t get the call,
and the ambulance can be redirected.
I feel very much less protected.
I want first responders on the site.
They can come in minutes, day or night.
Give us back the model we had.
This new service delivery is really bad!
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Art on the Walls – New Show and Sale at the Metchosin Community House

Sunrise on Mount Baker by Linda Kirstein. Photo by Linda Kirstein.

Linda Kirstein. Photo by Rebecca Kirstein

One of the local landmarks painted by Carol Brown

Carol Brown

Linda Kirstein

Tuesday, September 8
Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley Rd

There will be exciting new Art on the
Walls when Metchosin Community
House reopens on September 8!
“The Chosen Land, Metchosin
and Her Neighbours” will be held

BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year

LIMOUSINES
“... it's how you get there."

Please stay safe and healthy!
Our vehicles are sanitized and our drivers have appropriate equipment.
Airport transfers - Medical Appointments
Gift Certificates for Wine Tours, Car and Limo Services
Support local Metchosin businesses!

www.lalimo.ca

info@lalimo.ca

250-391-9000

during September and October
at Metchosin Community House
featuring West Shore artists Carol
Brown and Linda Kirstein. Carol
and Linda are regular members of
the Tuesday Morning Art Group and
this is their first show together.
Carol’s paintings feature iconic
Metchosin buildings, both historic
and charming. In addition, Carol
will have art cards of her paintings for sale. Linda is showing her
acrylic landscapes of Metchosin
and the surrounding West Shore
area, plus she will display the
whimsical art she crafts from
local driftwood. All sales generate a 15% commission for the
Metchosin Community House;
Christmas is coming!
Carol graduated from the
University of Victoria with a

Bachelor’s degree in Education,
specializing in Art and Early
Childhood Education. Throughout
her 35-year career she enjoyed
teaching art to young elementary
students. After retirement Carol
developed and taught the kindergarten to grade 3 art program at
the Robert Bateman Foundation
for 5 years. She is inspired by
Robert Bateman’s desire to
celebrate and protect the natural world. Celebrating nature is
also the reason why Carol enjoys
spending time in Metchosin,
hiking, biking and exploring. She
is a member of the Metchosin
Community Association and you
may have met her at the Tuesday
Morning Art Group, Rough Voice
Singers and monthly events.

www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
Your
Top Choice for Music Lessons
134-1039
Langford
Pkwy BC
#134-1039
Langford
Pkwy, Victoria,

www.westshoremusicacademy.ca
(250) 532 - 0228
(250)-532-0228
westshoremusicacademy@shaw.ca

Carol began her painting
journey with oils, then switched to
watercolours, and now uses acrylics in a realistic style. She enjoys
painting landscapes, animals, and
unique, historically significant
buildings. This will be Carol’s first
art show.
Linda first started painting
three years ago, being inspired
by the work of local artists on
Vancouver Island. She prefers
acrylics and finds her subjects in
nature with the landscapes we find
so abundant on Vancouver Island.
Mountains, coastal scenes, birds,
trees, water and skies are favourite
images that bring her brush to
canvas. She is beginning to favour
graphic impressionism over realism in her paintings, a process
of change that most artists will
recognise in themselves.
While primarily self-taught,
Linda has taken lessons at the
Coast Collective Gallery and also
participated in juried shows there.
She is an active member of the
Tuesday Morning Art Group and
has displayed her paintings there
for the last two summers. She also
paints regularly at the Metchosin
Art Pod and is a member of the
“Cliffside Six” who displayed
paintings at the Art Pod during
July and August. She is a member
of the Metchosin Community
Association and volunteered at the
Mighty Metchosin Garage Sale for
the previous two years.
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Jan Poulin Receives
Community Service Award
Johnny Carline

In many ways this was a typical
Metchosin day. The presentation
of the Community Service Award
to Jan Poulin was scheduled to
be held in the Metchosin Council
Chambers but the number of
people who turned up to honour
Jan was greater than that which
could be accommodated under
COVID-19 rules. So, with characteristic Metchosin flexibility, the event was moved
outdoors to the Pavilion.
Chairs were quickly
hauled out and arranged,
and then rearranged to
meet the COVID distancing guidelines. No microphone was in place, but a
bullhorn was located which
filled the bill admirably.
To be sure, a couple of speakers
had a little initial trouble with
such modern technology but this
served as a splendid opportunity
for Metchosin-style audience participation as several people rose
together to offer helpful advice –
and other comments.
And could it be Metchosin if
the wind did not blow? Of course
not. The Mayor’s welcoming
remarks were soon interrupted as
he was forced to scurry about the
stage chasing his notes, bending over several times to retrieve
them. The photographers tactfully
lowered their cameras – let’s just
say it wasn’t his best side.
But once he got into his
remarks, Mayor Ranns set the
tone for the occasion perfectly.
He recalled being at Metchosin
School when there were only
about 70 students in the whole

school. There were just three
split-grade classes and everybody
knew everybody. He and Jan were
in the same class – the start of a
life-long friendship. And when the
students talked among themselves
as to who would be the person ‘to
go somewhere’, everyone agreed
that person was Jan. She had the
energy, the know-how and the eagerness to ‘get on with it’; themes
that were picked up by several
later speakers. He recalled his feel-

eagerness to “just do it” and added
the observations that Jan is always
there to help others, particularly to
help them do what they could do
best. One speaker summed Jan up
perfectly in one word – kindness.
She never says an unkind word
about anyone.
In presenting the Community
Service Award, Mayor Ranns
explained that Metchosin was the
place it was because of its people.
Some people, he said, did so
much that in a sense they
were the community. And
no-one met that description better than Jan Poulin.
With typical modesty, Jan
insisted that she felt so
honoured to be recognized
in this way. But friends,
relatives and community
members gathered there
for the event clearly felt that not
only did Jan deserve the honour, but also that, as one speaker
noted, one of the best things about
Metchosin was that it contained
someone like Jan Poulin.
The Muse is happy to add its
congratulations and good wishes
to Jan Poulin, an outstanding
member of our community.
(above) Mayor Ranns presents Jan Poulin with the Community
Please see page 13 of this issue
Service Award. (below) Jan’s family help her celebrate her special
moment. Photos by Barb Sawatsky.
for another article about Jan.

“She had the energy, the
know-how and the eagerness to ‘get on with it’...”
ing of dismay when Jan and her
husband, Eugene, announced they
were moving away from the community. “I knew,” he said, “that
we were losing two really valuable
people.” And then, to his delight,
they returned and Jan “jumped
right back into volunteering all
over the community, and” he
added with a rueful smile, “giving
me the same lectures she used
to give me when we were still in
school.” If that looks odd in print,
you can be sure that it was said
with such warmth and sincerity
that the whole audience could feel
the bond that exists between them.
Several other speakers from the
community added their recollections of Jan’s contribution to the
Museum, to the Garage Sale, to
the Arts Group and others. All
echoed the Mayor’s comments
on Jan’s energy, know-how and

HAVE YOU
SEEN THIS
DOG?
He is so handsome!
The Grateful Pooch Grooming
By Appointment

www.thegratefulpooch.ca

250 508 1777

LIGHTHOUSE
Painting
Clean
Reliable
& Local

Interior & Exterior
20 Years Experience
WCB Insured • Free Estimates

250-478-0422

1-250-509-0439 | shwnbrwn@icloud.com

Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

Hedging &
Special Orders
See UsedVictoriaHAPPY
featureNEW
ad forYEAR!
updates and specials.
OpenTues.–Sat.,
by appointment
only until
6, 2018
Open
8:30 am–5:00
pm.February
Closed Sun.–Mon.

LATORIA
PHARMACY

Looking for personalized
Ask about
our foot care
care and advice?
nurse.
Transfer your prescriptions here.
115–611 Brookside Road
by the Red Barn Market
Phone 250-590-7012
Friday is ➭

Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.
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Back to School –
Seeking Additional
a Different Look
Public Input into
Metchosin’s 2021 Budget
Joannie Challenger

Andy MacKinnon

Beginning this autumn, Council
and staff will begin constructing Metchosin’s 2021 municipal
budget.
Departmental staff will work
on their individual budgets in
September to estimate the 2021
cost of delivering the “samelevel-of-service” as established by
Council for 2020. Finance staff
will consolidate the departmental
requests and estimate revenues for
2021. The “same-level-of-service”
budget will be presented to Council
around the end of October along
with requests for capital, additional
levels-of-services and one-time
operating requests. Several open
budget meetings will be held over
the winter where options are discussed and decisions made.

We receive numerous suggestions each year about changes people would like to see in Metchosin’s
budget. Our budget meetings are
open to the public and a number
of Metchosin residents attend the
meetings and provide their input to
the process. Additionally, following production of a draft budget, a
public open house is held each year
in March where residents provide
their input to the draft budget.
This year, for the first time, we’re
looking for additional community input at the beginning of the
budget process. Our plan is to send
out a series of surveys to Metchosin
residents, asking for their views on
matters related to Metchosin’s 2021
budget. The surveys, using an inexpensive but secure online survey
platform, would begin with general
questions. Subsequent surveys

Preparing
Metchosin’s
2021 Budget
Andy MacKinnon and Sam Weller

This year we are seeking additional public input to the process for
preparing the 2021 budget, which begins this autumn (see companion
article). We encourage and welcome your participation!
Some general principles applicable to Metchosin’s philosophy are used in
preparing budgets each year. These have been nicely summarized by our
finance advisor, Sam Weller:
• Preserve our rural lifestyle
•
•
•
•

Don’t get in debt
Provide basic services
Cooperate with others for extra services
Keep it simple
For example, Metchosin’s municipal taxes are lower than most other
CRD municipalities, and we provide fewer services. (Metchosin doesn’t
provide sewers and doesn’t fund garbage collection.) We’re the only debtfree municipality in the CRD.
Approximately 44% of your property taxes funds municipal activities
including recreation and library – that’s what Council will be planning
for beginning this autumn. School taxes account for 36% and other services, including CRD, police and transit account for 20%.
Metchosin’s 2020 revenue from all sources was approximately $4.7
million. Approximately 62% of this is from your property taxes. The
remainder comes almost equally from payments in lieu of taxes (from
federal properties in Metchosin), and miscellaneous sources, including
government grants.
And how is it spent? The table to the right shows the cash cost, depreciation and recovery and net cost for each of the services that we provide.
Is this a good balance of services for Metchosin? Do you feel levels of
service in these different areas are about right, too little, too much? Help
provide us with feedback as we get ready for planning our community’s
2020 budget.

Going back to school this
September will look a little different than other years. For those
of you who have been following
would dive more deeply into budthe news this summer, you will
get viewpoints, based in part on
be well aware that the COVID-19
feedback from earlier surveys.
pandemic has necessitated some
If you would like to participate
changes in how learning will
in these surveys, and contribute
take place in the classroom. As of
your views to the construction of
mid-August, when this article was
Metchosin’s 2021 budget, please
written, the following changes are
email Councillor Andy MacKinnon
being considered:
(Chair of Metchosin’s Finance and
School will begin on September
Environment Committee) at
10, not the day after Labour Day.
andy@metchosin.ca, and I’ll add
The reason for the late start is to
you to the list of survey participants.
give teachers and other staff two
extra days to work out details for
implementing the COVID-19
government guidelines for schools,
and how they will educate children in the new safety protocols.
Local school districts will submit
their plans to the ministry. PPE
(personal protective equipment),
such as masks, will be available
for staff and students: the ministry

has set aside 45.6 million dollars
for schools to buy such items as
hand washing stations, cleaning
supplies, increased cleaning of
schools and technology for remote
learning.
Guidelines state that students
should wear masks when they can’t
socially distance from students
outside of their immediate group.
At this time, though, there is some
discussion as to whether masks
would be mandatory for all ages.
Students will work and play
with a smaller group of students,
such as their classroom or students
in their grade, in order to reduce
the number of people with whom
they come into contact. This may
look different in different schools.
Plans for students returning to
school in September may change
rapidly, depending upon the
pandemic situation. For the latest
information, you can visit the
government website at
www2.gov.bc.ca. Here’s hoping
that life returns to “normal” soon!

District of Metchosin - Budgeted costs of services for 2020
Transportation
Road maintenance
Snow sand and salting
Other departments
Safety
Fire
EOC
Police
Regulation
Planning
Building Permits
Bylaw Enforcement

Cash Cost

1,202,468

(1,500)

1,202,468

(1,500)

566,550
28,100
2,800
597,450

75,535

(29,000)

75,535

(29,000)

570,000
292,000
60,150
112,000
1,034,150

Overhead
Administration
Legislative
Insurance

Total

Recovery

482,300
140,000
24,000
646,300

123,090
94,630
137,760
355,480

Recreation & Culture
Westshore
Library
Local Recreation
School Site

Depreciation

2,470

(15,000)
(80,000)
(500)
(95,500)

8,641
32,500
41,141

(2,500)
(83,000)
(85,500)

2,470

770,690
118,530
57,000
946,220

12,344

3,579,600

1,333,958

12,344

(211,500)

Net cost
1,683,268
140,000
24,000
1,847,268
613,085
28,100
2,800
643,985
108,090
17,100
137,260
262,450
570,000
292,000
66,291
61,500
989,791
783,034
118,530
57,000
958,564
4,702,058

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

250-889-6161
or

since 1980

Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

250-642-4044

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA
15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

We ♥
Locals
Talk to the Muse !
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Something to Cheer About –
On and Off the Cricket Field
Johnny Carline

On July 11, Metchosin resident Darren Buhr,
pictured above, wearing a shirt, was awarded the
prestigious John Smithson Memorial Award for his
contribution to umpiring and scoring in the Victoria
and District Cricket Association area which currently
stretches from Victoria to Nanaimo. An occasional
player for the Metchosin Cougars cricket team,
Darren’s behind-the-scenes contributions help make
local cricket viable. Pictured with him is Doug De
La Mare, the club captain, who, after a hot day in the
field, shows a captain’s spirit by helping Darren out

Evidence of love.

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

with the scoring. Keen observers will note, however,
that Doug is not wearing ….a mask.
Pictured above, right, Metchosin opening batsman, Chris Duke, goes to drive his second boundary off Nanaimo bowler, Chamba Sandeep. Alas, bat
missed ball, ball did not miss stumps and ‘Dukey’ was
dismissed to work on his tan. The Cougars were defeated in this match but bounced back with two wins,
including a magnificent victory over Cowichan (two
not-out centuries!) to retain the Craggs Cup and stay
in the hunt for a play-off spot. Despite COVID-19,
the Cougars are giving us something to cheer about.

He sawed what he liked and he liked what he sawed.
Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Jan’s Patchwork Fence
Barb Sawatsky

When Janice Poulin was presented with the 2020
Metchosin Community Service Award on July 28,
speakers who praised her many accomplishments
invariably mentioned the fence on Witty Beach Road,
noting that even if people had never met Jan they are
usually familiar with this project.
Jan’s fence has become so well known that vehicles
often park on the side of the road while the occupants
stroll its length, reading the signs and discussing
details on this imaginative outdoor museum cum art
installation. A young man who was slowly walking
with his son and daughter along the fence on a day
I visited, said that when he comes home to visit his
parents it is always one of their destination stops.
Each panel displays a bit of whimsy or an historical or

natural history factoid about Metchosin. My favourites are the tributes to her parents, John and Daisy
Bligh, and the semi-reassembled bicycle which she
found in pieces under the cottage on the property.
Jan initially started the project in 2010 to give some
privacy to the 1899 cottage situated on their property
and which can be glimpsed through a window on
the fence. Proficient with tools, Jan was also actively
involved with her husband, Eugene, as they hands-on
restored ‘the old Bob Witty cottage,’ a 10-year undertaking, completed in 2019.
Jan’s Patchwork Fence has been a labour of love
and she is rightly proud of it. It serves a practical
purpose in that it gives privacy to their property but
at the same time it is a gift to our community from a
fine woman: Janice Poulin, a descendant of a deeplyrooted Metchosin family.

Rick Petillion – Certified Mechanic, 20 yrs exp.
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Success!
ArtPod Reopens to the Public
Elaine Hughes

Plein Air Show Opening
Friday, October 2
Friday Paint-in
Every 2nd & 4th Friday
Metchosin ArtPod
4495 Happy Valley Rd
Metchosin ArtPod has successfully weathered the COVID-19
lockdown and is now reopened to
the public every Friday, Saturday
and Sunday from 11:00 am to 4:00
pm. When Vancouver Island shut
down in March, ArtPod quickly
moved its ongoing activities
online, and remained an active
and dynamic group involving the
community through its online
Portrait Monday group, Instagram
art club and Facebook exhibits.
Subsequently, with an approved
safety plan in place, the gallery
has had a busy summer showing
work by the Cliffside 6 in July and
August, as well as sponsoring a
successful plein air workshop by
Jeremy Herndl.
Since August 21, the show in
the gallery has been “Light and
Dark,” an exhibit by the eleven
ArtPod member artists. Inspired
by Leonard Cohen’s words, our
artists had been thinking about
the idea that, “There is a crack,
a crack in everything, that’s how
the light gets in.” In this summer
of pandemics and protests, with
cracks appearing from the strains,
we were all seeking that light. The
resulting show is based on the
concepts, emotions and imagery
evoked by this theme – from the
mysteries of the darkness, to the
pain of world events, from the
joys of home, growth, sunlight
and hope, to the solace of creation
in the studio. Wide-ranging and

evocative, this is a show designed
to give each of our members scope
to explore their chosen media.
Light and Dark will continue to
run until September 27.
Beginning October 2, the
next exhibit will be an open call
community plein air show which
will run until November 1. Plein
air painting is the act of painting
outdoors, and we will be looking
for artists to submit their work to
us that was painted on location
during the summer (or begun
on location and finished in the
studio). This open call show is
open to all artists and the submission guidelines can be found on
the ArtPod website at metchosinartpod.ca/submission-guidelines/.
This is a juried exhibition.
Applications and photographs of
your artwork should be emailed
to metchosinartpod@gmail.com
before the deadline for submission, September 14.
In addition to the art exhibit,
ArtPod plans to offer workshops
in conjunction with the show, so
check our Facebook page
@metchosinartpod for event details closer to the date.
Online activities continue to be
available for artists and community members to join, even if you
are someone who is still sheltered
due to COVID. The online portrait
group tackles a new photo every
Monday, and the results are posted
on our Facebook album. To get
on the mailing list, contact Diana
at dimark@shaw.ca. In addition,
there is a monthly Art Club – create art, food, clothing or anything
else in response to a prompt that
changes each month, and put photos of your creations on Instagram
with our hashtag #metchosinartpodartclub. To find out more, or to

submit images of your art work,
contact Memet at memetopia@
gmail.com.
In addition to the gallery shows
we are also resuming our Friday
paint-in activities on the second
and fourth Friday of each month.
Group size is limited by our safe
occupancy limit, so you need to
reserve a spot in advance. These
opportunities to paint in the gallery with other artists are productive, fun and educational! For
more information or to reserve a
spot, contact Linda at
linda.simrose@shaw.ca.

ArtPod Collective member, Courtney Standing, at the plein air
workshop given by Victoria artist Jeremy Herndl in July. The
workshop was held on the property of Frank and Jo Mitchell in
Metchosin. Photo by Margaretha Burnett

Fall Hours of
Operation*
We are fully operational via phone
and email, Monday to Thursday
from 12:00–4:00 pm. *SRC
(Seniors’ Resource Centre) visits
are to be arranged by appointment
only, observing a maximum of six
individuals, safely distanced within
our space. Although visitor groups
are limited in size, our team of volunteers still provides much needed
individual support and referrals to
local service professionals.
Drives to medical appointments have resumed. Call 250478-5150 or visit
www.metchosinseniors.ca
to learn more. ‘Like and follow’
our Facebook page
@metchosinseniors.
*Note: Clients and volunteers
are required to wear a face mask at
the centre, during personal interactions or in transport. Please make
arrangements with us no less than
48 hours in advance.

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4
Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel
CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

with each new procreation and for
many years to come!
The day to honour grandparents has three primary purposes:
to honour our grandparents, to
give grandparents an opportunity
to show love for their children’s
children, and to increase awareness for children, grandchildren
and youth of the strength, wisdom, information and guidance
grandparents can offer.
If possible, arrange for grandparents and grandkids to share a
meal or go on an outing together.
During COVID-19 you may not
be able to arrange a visit between
grandparents and grandkids,
however, you can still reach out
and connect by telephone, video
chat or in person. The following
activities are suggested:
• Discuss why grandparents
should be appreciated and
what there is to learn from
each generation.
• Plan an event for grandparents
and grandkids that will be special
to them; Indulge the ‘grands!’

SRC September
Long Weekend
Closure

• Create a personal card to thank
your grandma or grandpa for
specific help they have given
in the past and tell them what
they mean to you today.

We will be closed from Friday,
September 4 through Monday,
September 7, in celebration of
Labour Day. Have a safe and
happy holiday!

Updated
Resources

Celebrate
Grandparents Day
on September 13
National Grandparents Day was
first observed in 1995 in Canada
on the first Sunday past Labour
Day, setting aside one day each
year to honour grandparents
through love and awareness around
the world. Although Grandparents
Day doesn’t garner the same attention as Mother’s Day or Father’s
Day, anyone who can appreciate
the joy of having or being a “grand”
knows that the celebration comes

For local families and seniors
who are seeking information
and referrals for services and
programs or for those who have
recently moved to the area, SRC
answers enquiries regarding
Premium Medical Assistance
Forms, Handicap Stickers,
Registration for HandiDART
and Taxi Vouchers, info on BC
Hydro’s Energy Conservation
Program, RCMP’s Keep in Touch
(KIT) Program, legal, health,
emergency and safety resources,
quick access to our Community
Response Network and Senior
Peer Listening Ear volunteers.
We’re here to help, when you need
it most.

Metchosin Better
at Home serves
Local Seniors
If you or a neighbour requires
help with computer devices,
transportation, getting groceries
or assistance with general errands,
our volunteers are on standby and
ready to help. Your donations help
to support this program, which
is managed by the United Way
of Lower Mainland and partially
funded by the Province of BC.
Call us at 250-478-5150 or email
info@metchosinseniors.ca.

Dial 211 New
Access Line to
Information
Thanks to the new partnership between United Way’s Better at Home
program and bc211, an expanded
service to seniors (65+) and living
in BC, offers confidential, multilingual telephone and texting service
for volunteer help or advice, across
the province of BC.
By simply dialling 211 or filling in the online form at
www.bc211.ca seniors can access
free information and referral to a
broad range of local community,
social, regional and provincial
government services.

Join Us and
Donate Online
MSA (Metchosin Seniors’
Association) invites donations via
e-transfer to support SRC programs, events and services for our
local seniors, at metchosinsirc@
gmail.com. Thank you for your
ongoing support!
A lifetime MSA membership is
only $20 per person!
Call 250-478-5150 to join or
visit our website at
www.metchosinseniors.ca to fill
out and submit your application.

4495 Happy Valley Road • 250.478.5150 • info@metchosinseniors.ca
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A Gift of the Heart
Dawn Boshcoff

Friends, members and Seniors’ Resource Centre (SRC) supporters are
invited to “walk-the-labyrinth” throughout the month of September, for
a farewell and thank you from Dawn.
Labyrinth walking is an ancient practice used for spiritual centreing, contemplation, and meditation. Entering the serpentine path of a
labyrinth, you walk slowly while quieting your mind and focusing on a
spiritual question or prayer. Please call to arrange a convenient time for a
COVID-friendly visit 250-478-5150.

Thank you to all essential
workers for your continued
efforts to keep others safe,
healthy, and fed during the
COVID-19 pandemic

MP Randall Garrison
Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
250-405-6550
randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca

SRC Coordinator Dawn Boshcoff completed a Garden Art Project over what we’ll always remember as
the 2020 COVID summer. Photos by Dawn Boshcoff.

Essential Workers Ad Metchosin Muse.indd 1

This “Labyrinth of Love” was a true labour of love for the artist,
with all materials hand dug-up from the earth and rocky cliffs
that line Metchosin’s roads. Photos by Dawn Boshcoff.

Each heart represents a person or
group of persons who has personally
touched Dawn’s heart, by making
a real difference during her time at
SRC. Photos by Dawn Boshcoff.

2020-04-22 10:37 AM

Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405

The Smiling
Heart Path. Dawn
adapted “The
Smiling Heart
Path” pattern to
create, “A gift
of the heart for
sharing, with
love.” Graphic by
http://asilvercord.
blogspot.com
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What’s Up With
That Bin?
Barb Sawatsky

Have you been wondering what’s up with the bin – if it’s leaving or staying? Since a plea for help went out, four community-minded people have
stepped forward.
Here are two of our ‘Heavy Metal Dudes’. Mike Pretty (left), who
is a long-time resident of Metchosin, works full time and was at one
time a volunteer fire fighter. and who works full time, the other is Paul
Clarke (right), business owner and operator of Lighthouse Appliance
Installations, and who has only lived in Metchosin for two and a half
months. Paul was formerly a fire fighter in an adjacent community and
says he always does volunteering.
Along with Neil Koenders and Richard Gardner, this is the four-man
team who have taken a heavy load off the shoulders of “some older guys”
and we want to thank them so very much! With your help in keeping the
bin area clean, the metal packed efficiently and non-metal items kept out of
the bin then it looks like this community service will stay for a while longer.
Photo by Barb Sawatsky

CLASSIFIEDS
$10 per 25 words to go in this monthly paper which is mailed
to every Metchosin household. Envelopes for submissions and
payments are provided at Metchosin Country Store.
Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month and can
be dropped off at Metchosin Country Store.

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

Metchosin Directory

Emergency Calls

911

AIR CADETS
250-590-3690
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
250-382-2052
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
250-881-8280
FB Metchosin APRM
www.metchosinaprm.org
BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648
BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org
CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/parks
FREE RANGE SINGERS
250-478-3319
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384
METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com
METCHOSIN ARTPOD
778-265-2787
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
metchosinartpod.ca/
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca
www.metchosinartcentre.ca
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub

• Report a fire
• Report a crime
• Report an accident
• Save a life
• Imminent safety

Metchosin Fire Department:
250-478-1307
Police (Non-Emergency):
250-474-2264
Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032
District Office (office hours):
250-474-3167

METCHOSIN EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on
146.550. POD members can call FRS
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
metchosinequestrian@gmail.com
mesmetchosin.com
METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
http://metchosinfoundation.ca
METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB
250-360-7557
METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424
http://metchosinhall.com/
METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778
METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES
COOPERATIVE (MISC)
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-478-0765
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION/
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ INFORMATION
& RESOURCE CENTRE
250-478-5150, msirc@shaw.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca
MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
250-642-0238
NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org

Long term rental wanted stating Sept. 15 or 30, 2020. I am a long
time resident of the western communities & looking for a 1 bedroom suite or cottage to call home on rural property or a farm, in
the Metchosin area, with other like minded people. I am mature,
garden, a good communicator, self-sufficient and like sharing meals
from time to time. Full amenities. Please contact Joanne. 250-3816171 email fireweedbotanicals57@gmail.com

Working
for our
community

ROUGH VOICE SINGERS
October to April
250-478-0553
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91,
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org
250-952-5885
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org
MitziDean.ca
WEST SHORE PARKS AND
RECREATION
250-478-8384
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd 1
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

Mitzi Dean

FAITHS

BAHA’I FAITH
250-514-1757
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
250-727-3722
OPEN GATE CHURCH
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN
Anglican Church of Canada
250-474-4119
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
THE SALVATION ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca

The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metchosinmuse@gmail.com. Individuals, groups
and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included under “Events” on this page, or possibly as a
separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

2018-04-12 2:26 PM
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Late Breaking News

Although this did not appear in the print version of the Muse, we felt it important to include this addendum to our online version.

Westmont Montessori –
Providing Certainty and Flexibility
From Pre-School to High School for Families Come September
Greg Nuk,
Westmont Media Relations

This year back-to-school is like
no other and brings with it a host
of new concerns for BC families.
Balancing physical and emotional
safety for our children both at
school, and at home if needed,
is top of mind. This leaves many
parents asking: “Can my son or
daughter be a part of their school
community, continuing to learn
as before, while being protected
and feeling safe as this pandemic
continues to surge?”
Westmont Montessori School
has a plan to ensure just this. On
September 8, 2020 all pre-school

through high school students will return to this 10-acre campus, neighbouring Witty’s Lagoon Regional
Park. Classmates and teachers will
re-unite and resume their studies in
a safer and more flexible environment than ever before.
At Westmont, students are
already grouped into multi-age
cohorts and enjoy larger physical classroom spaces within three
buildings, including a beautiful,
montessori inspired, nine classroom facility built in 2019.
Magnus Hanton, Head of School
at Westmont Montessori said, “This
year, learners will be organized
into only 32-50 student groupings
amongst many indoor spaces that
are larger than schools in their

district. Moving forward, these
spaces will be extended to outdoor
educational spaces as well.”
For the upcoming school year,
the school is planning to increase
outdoor space and learning time,
utilizing their natural surroundings. This includes a large learning
shelter, learning garden, meadow
and forest area, as well as the beach
of Witty’s Lagoon. Additionally,
direct outdoor drop-offs, double
janitorial coverage including midday cleaning and additional hand
washing stations will be ready for
back to school. Staffing has also
been adapted to meet the new
guidelines. With small teacher to
student ratios, Westmont has an
advantage here too.

Westmont is also prioritizing
the importance of students not
feeling isolated but continuing
to feel supported by their teachers and peers in case they need to
take their learning home. To this
extent, feedback has been collected from the school community
regarding the online learning
program developed when the
pandemic started.
As Magus Hanton describes,
“Building on our online learning
pilot program from March, we
have expanded our remote learning capabilities for the upcoming
school year through the development of a Montessori materials
lending library, a virtual learning platform with in classroom

interaction, as well as teachers
designated specifically to supporting remote learners.”
Over the summer the Board of
Directors, administrators and parent community, have been dedicated to ensure that Westmont is
ready to welcome students back,
on time, providing the best possible educational programming,
indoor and outdoor spaces and
safety and hygiene measures.
Take a virtual tour of Westmont
Montessori School campus and
find out more information about
the plan to welcome students full
time on September 8 at:
https://west-mont.ca/fall2020

