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market in honour of the late
Councillor Moralea Milne.
Restoration will be done
primarily by volunteers with
some help from the Public
Works department and under
the supervision of Dr. Val
Schaefer, head of the University of Victoria’s Restoration
of Natural Systems Program.

The Metchosin Foundation has generously given a
grant of $5,000 to cover costs
of supplies, and a $500 per
year fund for ongoing maintenance costs over the next 10
years. These funds will help
pay for interpretative signage,
restoration of the fence, gate

and path going through the
meadow.
It is a real tribute to Moralea that so many people have
volunteered to help with this
program. If you are interested
in joining us there will be
many opportunities for different types of volunteer work.
Anyone interested can contact

Katy Nelson at 250-474-2029
or katyn@telus.net.
Your call or email will remain private, but all updates
on what is happening in the
meadow and how restoration
is going will be shared with
everyone.

Another Step Along the Road to the Treaty for
Beecher Bay First Nation
Ken Farquharson

The Department of National
Defence has determined that
most of its land at Mary Hill
is surplus to its requirements
and is available for acquisition by the Beecher Bay
First Nation as part of their
treaty settlement. The Band
Council has advised that it
intends to acquire these lands
as Treaty Settlement Lands,
however they recognize that
the District of Metchosin and
Pearson College have a strong
interest in how these lands
would be used and managed.
To achieve a solution that
gets acceptance from all three
parties, a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) has
been negotiated among the
three parties which will guide
their discussions on the future
use and management of Mary
Hill. It will be posted on the
municipal website.
The MOU was signed on
Monday, December 10, 2018
by Chief Russ Chipps, Mayor
Ranns, and Desiree McGraw,
President and Head of Pearson College, at a ceremony at
Beecher Bay. Due to the short
notice for the ceremony, witnesses were limited to several Band Councillors, three
Metchosin Councillors along
with the CAO, two staff members from Pearson, and three
residents of Metchosin.

(Inset photo) View from Olympic View Drive, prior to the
subdivision. Photo from Google Street View.

Some of the cut trees overhang the bank and are
thought by the District to contribute to the risk of
bank collapse. Photo by Johnny Carline

L-R Chief Russell Chipps, Beecher Bay First Nation’s lawyer, Mayor John Ranns, and Pearson College
Director Desiree McGraw after signing the MOU. Photo by Barb Sawatsky

31st Annual Polar Bear Swim, Taylor Beach, January 1, 2019 @ 2:00 pm

Please join us for Metchosin’s 31st annual Polar Bear Swim, at Taylor Beach
near the end of Taylor Road, January 1, 2019. The swim is at 2:00 p.m., usually until approximately 2:01 p.m. For those so inclined, the swim is preceded
by a gentle run of about 6 km, or a walk of about 3 km. Both end at Taylor
Beach just before 2:00 p.m.
Following the swim, please join us at Mairi and Andy MacKinnon’s
house, 504 Witty Beach Road. We have showers and places to change.

We’ll have simple food and hot apple juice, and we encourage everyone to
bring food and drink to share. (This is often food and drink left over from
Christmas and New Year’s Eve, that doesn’t fit with New Year’s resolutions!) For details about the run and walk, or any other questions, please
e-mail or call Mairi or Andy MacKinnon (metchosinmacs@gmail.com; 250478-8232). Happy Hogmanay!

Back in 2015, Metchosin Council
ignored the pleas of the Tower Point
neighbourhood (and hundreds more
who signed petitions) to secure land
along the Tower Point waterfront in
public hands as a condition of the
subdivision applied for off Olympic
View Drive. It would have extended
Tower Point Park round to the Blaney
Trail and left open the possibility of
extending that trail in the future.
For reasons that the Council kept
in camera, the Council chose instead
to accept $200,000 cash in lieu and
establish an inaccessible environmental conservation covenant area on
the waterfront. (Lots in that subdivision are now selling for a minimum
of $800,000, and some for well over
$1,000,000).
The neighbourhood and broader
community had to be content with the
Blaney Trail the way it was: a short trail
from the road to the waterfront bank,
with no access to the beach below, nor
any access round the beautiful waterfront to Tower Point Park. The waterfront terminus, set in second growth
alder, would not have made many people’s must-see list of Metchosin beauty
spots. Nonetheless, its tranquility,
seclusion and waterfront views made it
attractive enough for some residents to

Other trees that have been cut are well back from the
bank. Photo by Johnny Carline

May 2019

Learning Experience) program,
Emmy visited a culture different from her own. The experience moved her and caused
her to think and reflect. She
reached conclusions that she
believed are applicable here in
Canada and wanted to share
them and challenge us all to
think and reflect also.
For those people concerned
about where government is
going these days, surely it is a
good thing for younger people
– the ‘next generation’ – to be
thinking and talking seriously
about the world they live in

The net result so far is an improvement for some and a
travesty for others. Photo by Johnny Carline
Artist’s impression of development

continue to providing stability to the
slope.
These permit decisions fall within
the purview of staff. The Mayor was
made aware of the issue and saw no
problem in issuing the permit. In his
view, the trees were regrowth of no
particular beauty or value and granting the permit would address the
bank stability issue at no cost to the
District. And so, the trees were cut,
without any discussion at Council
or Committee level, and without the
public being informed – procedurally
probably not incorrect, but not politically sensitive to possible neighbourhood feelings.
The public reaction was prompt.
Once again private interests seem to
have trumped public interest. Delegations were made to Committee; and
it was at this point that Mayor Ranns
took the unusual step of making a mea
culpa statement, accepting responsibility for the decision and essentially apologizing for it. He had been
unaware of the depth of local feeling
about the area, and he accepted that it
was his job to be aware. For a modern
politician to step forward and accept
responsibility for a bad decision is unusual and the Mayor deserves credit
for it. He could just as easily have
thrown District staff under the bus
but he recognized that he had had the

opportunity to switch on a red light
and he had missed it and for that he
genuinely accepted responsibility.
However, the question remains,
what is to be done now? The Mayor
suggests that the following should
occur:
1) the Blaney Trail should be transferred from street right of way status
to park status, which would afford
more protection (from a horse that
seems to have already bolted);
2) the bylaw should be reviewed
to check whether it was a faulty
interpretation or faulty drafting that
created this apparent loophole. (It
may seem ironic to some that bylaws
intended to protect the public seem
to be inadequately enforced whereas,
here, a bylaw was exploited for essentially private gain);
3) the trail-end area will be improved, in consultation with local
residents, to make it a more attractive
place for public repose. There was no
mention of exploring the possibility of
extending the trail through the nature
conservation area.
Will this response be enough to
mend fences between the District and
a now twice-slighted Tower Point
neighbourhood, not to mention the
broader communiy’s concerns about
the park? This will be an interesting
story to follow.

Avril Feuille
The challenge ahead – a typical Metchosin road after
Facing the challenge: Gord Grivel at the wheel.
Gord’s fingers are on the controls that dispense the salt
heavy snow.
Photo by Barb Sawatsky.
Photo by Barb Sawatsky. to de-ice the roads. Photo by Barb Sawatsky.
Barb Sawatsky

It was Valentine’s Day. Light snow was
falling for the third time and the fiveman crew working for the Public Works
Department looked mighty tired. With
180 km of lanes to be cleared, these men
(three “regulars”, two auxiliaries) have
been driving Metchosin’s three plows
in 16-hour shifts, the maximum under
the National Safety code.
When special weather warnings
were received, days in advance of
the storm, Metchosin Fire Chief
Stephanie Dunlop and Eric Meredith,
Public Works foreman since 2014 and
volunteer fire fighter since 2003, began
to prepare for the forecasted snow
events. Coordinating workers and
prepping trucks ensures that once the
snow starts, everybody can get started
right away, then work until the job
is done. This could mean days, even
weeks, of long, grinding hours.
Eric listed his goals: “Clear the snow,
throw down salt, make roads safe. We
clear primary, secondary and through
roads first as well as bus and school
bus routes, making them safe; then side

street and cul-de-sacs.” Chief Dunlop
added, “people have to remember we
are moving, not removing snow. And
it’s not just driving a truck. Everything
has to be taken into account: the
condition of the snow, the roads and
hills, the width of the truck with its
blade and the five-ton weight of the
load.”
I eagerly accepted the offer to go
on a “snow plow ride-along” with
Gord Grivel. What an eye-opener! The
narrow roads and lanes in Metchosin
have snow berms on either side, often
with vehicles stuck into snow banks or
parked alongside them, but he deftly
managed not to hit any of the cars,
recycling bins, garbage cans, kids’ bikes
and other detritus left on the edge
of the roadway. It sometimes takes
a 15-point turn to avoid something
because the turning radius on a truck
and plow is big and vision is limited.
Gord said, “think of driving down a
narrow lane at night, only to find cars
parked in the cul-de-sac, nowhere to
turn around and having to back up all
the way to the main road in the dark.”
I’d rather not think about it, thank you
Gord.

Chief Dunlop had told me earlier,
“Coming down a hill sideways after
hitting an icy patch is not uncommon
and you have no control at that point.”
I could see how it could easily happen
and even riding with a professional
driver, I am white knuckled on some of
the hills.
Combining the fire hall and the
public works department was a vision
of Mayor John Ranns and Fire Chief
Dunlop about a decade ago, and the
arrangement is working so well that
it may become a model for other
municipalities. “As far as we know,
we are unique to B.C. if not to Canada.
Hiring volunteer firefighters as paid
employees in Public Works means that
there are trained firefighters working in
the community to respond quickly to
fire and/or ambulance call-outs,” said
Chief Dunlop. She cited an example
of how this works so efficiently: “a
few nights ago Eric was working the
plow when he heard over the radio
a medical distress call come in. He
immediately drove to the announced
address and cleared the road to give
the ambulance access. It happened
again when a chimney fire call was

received; the plow was there before
the fire crew.” They agreed that there
has not been a single negative aspect
to this arrangement. “Communication
is ultimate,” said Chief Dunlop, “and
having the POD system keeps us in
touch with each other.” Eric added,
“we have a list of residents who may
be compromised in some way so we
try to ensure access to their residences
so HandiDart and Homecare can come
in.” Chief Dunlop offered her cell
number for emergencies: 250-883-4472.
“Texting is preferable but my phone is
on 24/7 so leave a message and I will
get back to you.”
When the power went out during
the windstorm, after the snowfall, these
same men who had been putting in
double shifts behind the plows were
manning chainsaws, clearing trees
and branches and stopping traffic on
dangerous roads.
So here is an idea of how to say
thank you. When they drive by, give
them a wave, a smile and a thumbs up.
Maybe make some soup, a casserole or
some cookies and drop it off at the fire
hall. Let them know how much they are
truly appreciated.

Discussion is underway with interested
parties for the redevelopment of
Mary Hill or possibly Mount Ash. We
understand that a large international
development company is hoping
to construct a 300 bed luxury hotel
with casino and other entertainment
attractions on one of these sites,
depending upon how negotiations
transpire.
If Mary Hill is selected, in order to
improve the viability of the proposal,

Johnny Carline and Joannie Challenger supporting
the Muse in 2019
Photo by Barb Sawatsky

it is expected that the Mayor will be
pressed to allow the removal of trees
down to the water line thus enhancing
the views from the development. Also
the Highways Department is expected
to raise the speed limit on William
Head Road and Metchosin Road to
70 kph, allowing users of the facilities
speedy access and providing a further
incentive to access this development.
Because of concerns about students
of the Lester B. Pearson College being
tempted by the delights of the new
casino, it is also proposed to build
a high wall or fence on the border

between the proposed development
and the College. However, the low
fence around ‘Club Fed’ is likely to
remain, allowing further entertainment
possibilities for the inmates there.
If Mount Ash is selected, it is under
consideration to include a greenhouse
for the cultivation of medical
marijuana, subject to a waiver of the
local by-laws and by agreement with
the neighbouring residents.
It is expected to boost the local
economy and visitors will arrive with
suitcases full of US dollars, keeping the
tills busy and the punters happy.

The RV Park in Weirs Beach is
likely to be extended to provide
accommodation for the workers in the
new development, while they await
Canadian citizenship.
The developer will be looking for
an artist to create a large sculpture
with fountains, to sit on top of the hill.
This might show gnomes or nymphs
frolicking on a bed of Russian granite
and may be illuminated at night. It
is thought that it will be visible from
central Victoria and Washington State
over the Juan de Fuca Straits on April 1,
every year.

Consider the Lilies XVII
April 6–14
St. Mary the Virgin Church
4354 Metchosin Road
Isabel Tipton

Fibres and Beyond

For the seventeenth year,
Fibres and Beyond Textile
Group is presenting our show
and sale of textile art in Old
Church of St. Mary the Virgin,
4354 Metchosin Road. The
show opens April 6 and closes

April 14, 10:00 am–4:30 pm
daily, 12–4:00 pm Sundays.
This year our common task is
to make a piece interpreting
heritage, according to our
own perspective. As our work
ranges from the conventional
to the outrageous, this should
prove interesting.
This year we have a new
member, the District of
Metchosin’s own CAO, Lisa
Urlacher. Lisa’s textile career
was jump-started when she

inherited half of her mother’s
extensive ‘stash’, and she is
exploring ways of using this
treasure trove in her art.
Our show is timed to
coincide with the blooming of
the Erythronium (fawn lily)
and Dodecatheon (shooting
star) in the churchyard, and
many people are pleased to be
able to see inside our beautiful
heritage church, as well as
admiring our wildflowers.
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Emmy makes a friend at a local orphanage
Emmy feeding a cow in Mukangu Village, Central Kenya
Photo by Emil Toft, a Pearson College student
Photo by Emil Toft, a Pearson College student
Emmy Chahal

When I left for Kenya in
2011 on a trip with the KULE
(Kumbuka Universal Learning
Experience) Foundation International, I had no idea what
to expect. I was 19 years old,
idealistic and bright-eyed after
graduating from two magical years at Lester B. Pearson
United World College of the
Pacific. My experience with
KULE irreversibly shaped how
I view the world, the work I
do, and continues to inform the
causes I am passionate about
now – nearly eight years later.
When I reflect back to that
summer and the time I spent in
Kenya, I remember the beautiful friends I made and the
heartfelt conversations we had
while traveling. I remember
the elephants, the giraffes, the
lions, the hippos, and witnessing an incredible scene of a
crocodile eating a wildebeest.
I remember climbing Mount

Longonot and being stunned
agricultural. I remember feellearned a lot about inner
by the view, sitting on the edge ing betrayed by an education
strength, resourcefulness, courof a breathtakingly beautiful
that taught me how to analyze age and determination from
crater at the top of the mouncomplex thoughts and argue
my Kenyan friends. The girls
tain. I remember dancing with persuasively in my head, but
and women I met in Kenya
a circle of amazing Kenyan
neglected to instruct me on
continue to inspire me and
girls. I rememmy work. Getting to
ber standing
know what life was
at the front of
like for women in
“KULE...left me a more whole, loving Kenya,
a classroom
our similarihaving no idea and community-oriented person...”
ties and our differwhat I wanted
ences, inspired me
to share with
-Emmy Chahal to study Gender and
my Kenyan
Women’s Studies
peers - they
and Cultural Studies
knew everything we were
how to properly initiate a new for my degree at UBC.
taught in Canadian schools,
plant into the ground.
I now work as a youth emand in three languages! I reMy experiences with
powerment facilitator teaching
member how the children were women in Kenya had a particviolence prevention to girls in
fascinated with our hair, want- ular impact on me. Getting to
schools around Vancouver, as
ing to touch it. I remember the know women in different parts well as being self-employed
different gender role expectaof Kenya and hearing about
as a wellness entrepreneur. I
tions and belief systems.
their stories was instrumental
believe in building community
I remember attempting
in developing a deep empathy, and bridges of understanding
to plant trees at the library
understanding, insight and
across cultures, because I have
and all of the young people
vision into the challenges of
seen what the benefits are for
laughing at my shaking hands gender-based violence in East
both participants like myself
that had never planted trees
Africa and the unfathomable
and the community members
or done anything remotely
resilience of women there. I
of the places I had the honour

of visiting. My experiences
with Kule led me to begin to
understand what authentic
community is, and how that
generosity of spirit and warmhearted Kenyan hospitality is
desperately lacking in our societies at home. We have loneliness epidemics here in Canada
– huge swaths of society
suffering from mental illness
and a greed-oriented capitalist
economy. We don’t know how
to truly live collectively and
harmoniously here; we can often feel so isolated. There is so
much that we, as people from
the Global North, can learn
and gain from exploring places
like Kenya – where community
living is a fundamental societal
value and skill.
I hope we were also able to
bring something valuable to
the places we visited in Kenya.
Perhaps we had the chance
to bring them a piece of our
corner of the world – new perspectives and stories, the realization that it is possible to find
common ground with people
who seem so different, and create unexpected friendships.
While I was in Kenya with
KULE, I had the opportunity
to experience people, places
and adventures that never
would have been possible if
I had stayed home. I know
that those experiences, which
I was blessed to have, in East
Africa changed me deeply and
continue to inform my choices
and mission in the world, especially in regards to being an
advocate for women.
I feel forever thankful to
have had that opportunity to
travel in the summer of 2011
with KULE – it left me a more
whole, loving and communityoriented person who will strive
to be of true service however
and wherever I am humanly
able.

June 2019

Metchosin’s Volunteer Fire Department stop for a photo at practice on May 23. Barb Sawatsky photo
Johnny Carline

On May 14, the Metchosin
District Planning Committee
heard a passionate plea from
the Fire Chief to request the BC
Emergency Health Services to
reverse its decision to implement a new model for emergency health responses, at least
in Metchosin. It turns out that
this is no small bureaucratic
dispute.
Emergency medical calls are
classified into five categories,
depending on the perceived
severity of the injury or medical condition involved. Such a
triage situation makes sense in
terms of setting priorities for
responders. However, to date,
Metchosin Fire Department
has been responding to all such
calls received to ensure that
Metchosin residents receive
comfort and care, and whatever
medical attention the Fire Department personnel can deliver.

That has changed under
the new model implemented
by the BC Emergency Health
Service. This new system
maintains the five-level classification of calls, although some
events have been reclassified
and the different categories
are now referred to not by a
number (one to five) but by a
colour system. BC Provincial
emergency planners appear
to have a penchant for colour
coding but this is not the important change.
The real issue is that the
new policy prevents local Fire
Departments from responding
to calls in the lower ‘acuity’
categories, that is those where
the situation is seen as less
urgent or less medically threatening. The 911 calls in these
categories are no longer sent
on to them.
Chief Dunlop illustrated
the potential impacts of this
change with an example that

actually happened. A man in
his seventies fell and broke his
leg while pruning some trees.
He had his cell phone and
called 911. His situation was
not deemed to have sufficient
‘acuity’ to warrant calling the
Fire Department and only an
ambulance was dispatched.
The ambulance was nearing
the scene when it was diverted
to a more serious incident.
Eighteen minutes after the accident, a second ambulance was
dispatched. Ambulance drivers
are less familiar with local
street systems and sometimes
have trouble finding an address. This may have happened
here. The ambulance arrived
over 30 minutes after the man
fell. Ironically, it then called the
Fire Department to get assistance in moving the man.
Had the Fire Department
been called at the outset, it
would have arrived in seven
minutes or less (average

response times in Metchosin
are around four minutes). For
over twenty minutes the man
lay unattended when he could
have been receiving care and
comfort (a blanket to keep him
warm for example), been observed for possible secondary
effects, and been reassured that
help was there and more was
on the way – often an important factor in keeping patients’
stress levels down. There are
other similar examples.
So why the changes? Maintaining patient privacy was
one reason given but the Fire
Department has never received
a complaint on this score. This
writer would add that the logic
seems strange. Why is privacy
an issue in ‘low acuity’ events,
like stubbing your toe on a
rock, but is set aside for ‘high
acuity’ events, like getting a
vital piece of your anatomy
trapped in some machinery?
I think I might stress privacy
and confidentiality more over
the latter than the former, but
the new model appears to suggest the reverse is the case.
Another reason given is that
resources should not be wasted
on low-risk events. The back
story on this may be that, with
modern building designs and
sprinkler systems, fire call outs

in urban areas have declined
dramatically and some departments are seen as using
medical call outs as reasons
for maintaining their crew
strengths. This is not the case
in Metchosin where the department is small and there is
little added cost to responding
to events. Further, whatever
small added costs are incurred
are borne by the local municipality, not by the Province.
So why are they making this
decision?
Other reasons given seem
similarly weak. Chief Dunlop
noted the normally good relationship between Metchosin
and BC Emergency Health,
and that the new system may
work in other locales – but not
in Metchosin.
Note that some local Federal Government facilities are
exempt and have been able,
generally, to maintain full service. But Metchosin residents
are losing a low-cost service,
which they value and pay for,
without having a say in the
decision.
Appropriately, the Committee will be meeting with
Provincial officials and will
decide what action to take after
that meeting.
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Lest We Forget
Allen Jones

In June of this year the Normandy landings, D-day, were
commemorated in France.
Heroes, politicians, and others
assembled for ceremonies to
remember the fallen warriors.
The people who lived through
those historic events of the past
are few now and the soldiers
know that ‘freedom is not free’.
Having been present at
the ‘Friendship Tea’ that was
attended by representatives
of the Women’s Institute, I
thought of all the people who
did not get medals in the
World Wars. Women may not
have been present on the landing craft, but, in Britain, they
had endured immense hardships during the war period.
When we toast the heroes on
the anniversary of VE Day next
year, it is ﬁtting to remember
the sacriﬁce made by other
members of the community. I
recall my mother, who worked
long hours in an engineering
factory in Manchester throughout the Blitz, wondering why

she did not have any medals
while my father, in the African
Eighth Army, who didn’t hear
a shot ﬁred, working on army
supplies, received several
medals!
Of course some women
did have their war work
acknowledged and Margaret
‘Madge’ Watt, a Canadian,
became a Member of the Order
of the British Empire in 1919.
Madge’s contribution following the First World War was
immense. She introduced the
Women’s Institute movement
to Britain in 1914 and was a
founding member of the Associated Country Women of
the World in 1933. She married
Alfred Watt, MD, although a

believer in marriage reform,
and some of her writings and
pamphlets were published
while living at William Head,
Metchosin. She joined the
Metchosin Women’s Institute
in 1909 but moved to England
in 1913 after the death of her
husband. In England, she
found that women had to do
the work that had been done
by the men who were now in
uniform. Madge realized that
a concerted, eﬀective agricultural eﬀort was needed and
she set about organising this
through the concept of Women’s Institutes. Madge was a
superlative organizer and her
movement is credited with
increasing
the

food
supply
from
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Memorial in Dieppe
photo by Allen Jones

35% to 60% of that country’s
requirements. Her vision and
belief in women as leaders led
to many reforms during and
after her life. As President of
the Associated Countrywomen
of the World, she travelled
extensively and, in 1936,
President Roosevelt addressed
an enormous crowd of women
from the White House balcony
during the World Conference
in Washington. She lived in
Victoria, BC during World
War II and died in Montreal in
1948 after a lifetime promoting
women’s rights and the desire
of world friendship amongst
all women.

We must never forget the
15 million soldiers who died
in battle during World War II
(about 30 million overall deaths),
including 45,000 Canadian
soldiers and military. This is also
an opportunity to remember the
large number of civilians who
lost their lives in the pursuit
of victory in mainland Europe.
Lastly, we must never forget
those who were lost in the Holocaust, seven survivors of whom
were awarded the Order of the
British Empire by the Queen in
her birthday honours list this
year.

Memorial, St. Mary’s Church, Metchosin. Photo by Allen Jones
Main photo: Clr. Little with Donna Jack,
Jill Copes & Colleen Hooper. Photo by Allen
Jones. Top Right: Clr. Little planting a
marigold. Photo by Allen Jones. Bottom
Left: Janet Johnson (ukulele player),
Donna Jack (President, South VI Women’s
Institute), Jill Copes (Cecil Lake, BC, Board
of Canada Women’s Institute), Colleen
Hooper (Aldergrove, BC, President, BC
Women’s Institute), Ruth Davis (Somenos,
BC, Director South Vancouver District), Ruth
Fenner (Somenos BC, Historian, BC Women’s
Institute), Councillor Little. Photo by Clr.
Little. Bottom right: Clr’s Epp and Little.

Discussing the best way to approach a situation. Barb Sawatsky photo

What are they doing?

Madge Watt Friendship Tea and Celebration
by Marie-Térèse Little, Councillor,
District of Metchosin

It may look like it, but MCA volunteers are not actually rehearsing for the
next all candidates meeting.
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Give Us Our Calls Back!

and the world they want to
live in. In fact, it is probably
more than just a good thing – it
is likely essential.
So that is why Emmy’s
article warrants being on our
front page. We want to encourage younger people to think,
reflect and speak out – become
engaged; we encourage our
readers, especially the younger
ones, to share with us your
thoughts on the issues raised
in Emmy’s article. See also, in
the article in this issue on page
One of the life-changing relationships Emmy had on her trip to
3, information on the KULE
Kenya Photo by Emil Toft, a Pearson College student
fundraiser to Race Rocks.

However, the low fence around
‘Club Fed’ is likely to remain,
allowing further entertainment for
the inmates there.

Photo by Barb Sawatsky.
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Pearson College Student Looks to Inspire
Johnny Carline

A similar view from Olympic View Drive after the subdivision and ‘pruning’ Photo by Johnny Carline

establish both a memorial bench and a
memorial plaque and planting area.
In the early days of 2019, residents
discovered that the alders at the trailend had been ‘pruned’, leaving ugly
clumps of head-high stumps. No one
knew who and no one knew why. The
neighbourhood felt slighted again.
It emerged that a local resident had
approached the District to request that
these trees be removed. Improving his
view appeared to be the only reason
for this request. He was rebuffed.
He then apparently returned with
an arborist’s report and a geotechnical report and a request for a permit
for him to remove the trees himself.
Despite the fact that the trees were
on a street right-of-way or easement
and were, therefore, municipally
controlled land and not the property
of the applicant, District staff felt that
he had ‘complied with the bylaw’
and was entitled to receive a permit.
The case has also been made that the
trees were a threat to the stability of
the bank and therefore represented
a hazard although the geotechnical
report seems to suggest the contrary,
stating that “tree weight on the slope
is not a concern” and recommended
that the “proposed trees be pruned
only if the trees can be guaranteed to
survive after the trimming…to ensure
that the tree root mass is still alive to

C O M M U N I T Y

How A Trip with KULE Changed My Life:
Humanitarian Education Done Right
Metchosin’s snow clearing heroes: from left to right: Jimmy Paton, Eric Meredith, Gord Grivel, Scott Henning, Jacob Lamb.

Johnny Carline
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KULE Is Cool
As with virtually every article
that we accept and publish,
the Muse doesn’t necessarily
agree with or disagree with the
views expressed in the following article by Pearson student
Emmy Chahal. We expect some
of our readers will agree with
most of what is written there,
while others will disagree. The
specific arguments she makes
are not why it is on our front
page.
Under the Pearson College
KULE (Kumbuka Universal

It is a joy to report that on
December 10, 2018 Metchosin
Mayor and Council unanimously passed a proposal in
principle to restore the small
Garry Oak Meadow sited
between the Municipal Hall
and the Metchosin Farmers’
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They are all wishing for a REALLY BIG self-inflating tent for the Metchosin
Mighty Garage Sale!
Sharie Epp photos

Some of the more pleasant
tasks, as a Municipal Councillor, are cutting ribbons, planting ﬂowers and kissing babies.
In May, I was invited to cut the
ribbon at the new Ron Jenkins
Memorial Bandstand. This
month, Councillor Sharie Epp
and I had the honour of participating in the Madge Watt
Memorial Tea on the District of
Metchosin grounds.
Margaret Robertson Watt
(1868–1948) was a Canadian
writer, editor, activist and
visionary. Madge was a formidable woman, well ahead of
her time, and a woman who
strongly believed in the power

of women when they work
together towards a common
goal. A trailblazer, Madge was
granted a Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University of
Toronto and she was one of
the ﬁrst women to be granted
a Master of Arts degree. As an
early feminist, she worked to
support herself as an editor
and a writer. Madge published
works in many magazines and
journals including the University of Toronto’s The Varsity,
The Ladies Pictorial and the
Globe.
As a co-founder of the ﬁrst
Canadian Women’s Institute in
British Columbia, she helped
bring rural women together
to learn agricultural and
domestic skills and promote
civic reform. Madge and her

husband, Dr. Alfred Tennyson
Watt, lived and worked in
Metchosin at William Head.
Upon the death of Dr. Watt,
Madge uprooted her two sons
and moved to England in
search of a better education
for her children. Their education was interrupted by WWI
and Madge recognized that a
coordinated agricultural effort was needed to help feed
and sustain England during
wartime. In 1914, Madge
adapted the Canadian model
to establish Women’s Institutes
in Britain, which helped alleviate food shortages. After the
war, Madge spearheaded the
foundation of the Associated
Country Women of the World
(ACWW) association and
became its inaugural president

from 1933 to 1947. Madge was
appointed a Member of the Order of British Empire by King
George V for her war eﬀorts
and work in establishing the
Women’s Institutes.
In 2017, a plaque was
erected in Metchosin to recognize Madge Watt as a Canadian visionary and trailblazer.
In March of this year, I was
asked by Ms. Donna Jack,
President of the South Vancouver Island Women’s Institute,
for permission to plant a rose
to add to the plaque. I dutifully
brought this to council and received unanimous permission
to plant a rose on Municipal
property.
A couple of days later, I
received a call from Councillor
Epp asking, “How on earth are

you going to protect that rose
from the rabbits and deer?”
Excellent point, Councillor!
Donna Jack immediately suggested an alternative animalproof approach. On June 5,
2019 we planted marigolds
around the Madge Watt memorial plaque, located next to the
farmers’ market.
Tea and biscuits were
served, to the delight of the
newly-elected Metchosin
Councillors, and approximately 20 distinguished guests
and visitors attended from
around British Columbia.
Perhaps, in July and August,
Councillor Epp and I will have
the opportunity to attend other
celebrations and perhaps have
the opportunity to kiss some
babies!
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Storm in a TCUP?
has proposed he be allowed,
through a TUP, to use approximately 5 acres of that land as
a soil recycling facility. While
this is in effect, there would
be no initiative to subdivide the rest of the land. If
the soil recycling facility
works out as a long term
use – financially and in
terms of local acceptBoth sides are, understandably, passionate
ability – the proponent
is apparently willing to
about their positions....hopefully these passions
look at (some or all) of the
will be focused on listening carefully to all the
remaining land becoming
parkland.
points raised and finding solutions which
Dozens of Metchosin
residents attended the
respect, rather than simply dismiss, the
August 12 Council meeting, to communicate their
arguments advanced on both sides
opposition to this proposal. A long detailed peof this potentially divisive
tition was presented from
discussion.
one group, with over 90
signatures. The Association for the Protection of
Rural Metchosin (APRM)
presented another letter
in opposition.
Space
constraints
prevent us
Johnny Carline
a possible extension for another three
from publishing these
years, during which time the impacts
letters, but a shorter letter from Avril
and acceptability of the use can be asYoachim, which captures some of the
A Temporary Use Permit (TUP) is a
sessed in the light of actual experience. flavour of the opposition, can be found
device used by some municipalities to
One risk is that the time is insufon page 2.
allow, for a limited period of time, the
The main points in opposition are
use of land which would not otherwise ficient for the investment required to
start up and operate the business to
that: except for the TUP provisions, the
be permitted under its zoning bylaw.
be recovered. But that risk rests with
proposal contravenes the OCP; such a
For example, a construction company
the proponent, not the municipality.
major change in land use requires a reneeding to temporarily store its maAnother risk is whether the site will
zoning/OCP amendment and the TUP
chinery and trucks close to a site it is
be appropriately ‘restored’ should the
procedure is an inappropriate short
working on, might be a candidate for
TUP expire or be revoked. However,
cut; the negative impacts will likely
TUP for a site not zoned for this use, if
no appropriately zoned site were avail- municipalities should be able to impose be permanent and, given past history,
conditions that protect them from this.
Metchosin’s enforcement procedures
able – assuming that the local bylaws
If a TUP results in a ‘successful test’ of
cannot be relied upon as a remedy.
provide for this and are in accordance
a different land use then its long-term
Mayor Ranns argues that the OCP
with Provincial law.
tenure should be legitimized through a contains statements about natural
Metchosin has used this device to
rezoning.
corridors which mandate Council to
‘test out’ whether a particular use is
Currently a dispute has erupted in
examine opportunities such as this one,
suited, long term, for a particular site.
the Metchosin Community over one
where the possible parkland acquisiWhere the temporary use is commertion would provide a link between, on
cial, the permit is sometimes referred to such proposed use of a TUP for apthe one side, the 125 acre park already
as a Temporary Commercial Use Permit proximately 125 acres of land at 3659
acquired in the land swap and the land
or TCUP; hence the (admittedly corny) Sooke Road. The current zoning of
the property would allow subdivision
to be acquired on Treaty settlement
title for this article. Metchosin typiinto 10-acre residential lots. The owner with, on the other side, the Sooke Hills
cally issues a TUP for three years, with

Wilderness Park. This opportunity that
would be lost if a 10-acre lot subdivision were to proceed. The soil recycling
component, he argues, makes sense
for Metchosin and that, with a TUP,
you can test the possibility and reverse
course if it does not work out, which
you can’t do with a rezoning.

The Metchosin Museum Society has been awarded a grant
of $13,600 to help cover construction costs at the Metchosin
School Museum. Heritage BC
provided the grant through its
Heritage Legacy Fund. Thanks
go to Heritage BC and also to
the District of Metchosin for
supporting the Society’s grant
application.
The grant will be used to
pay for drainage improvements around the school’s
foundations, damp-proofing
and ground sealing in the
crawl space, and insulation and
floor joist repairs. Any costs

Benoit and Anamaria left Metchosin
Photo by Barb Sawatsky

A

Metchosin Mayor Ranns.
Photo from the Metchosin District website

Neither of these positions can be
summarily dismissed. The Mayor’s
position reflects a greenspace vision of
Metchosin that many would, in principle, support. On the other hand, the
questions raised by the community opponents about the impacts, the possibility of reversing course and, especially
the zoning/OCP versus TUP process,
seem equally credible and require serious attention.
The matter has been referred to a
subcommittee for further clarification of the parkland possibilities. Both
sides are, understandably, passionate
about their positions. When the matter returns to Council, hopefully these
passions will be focussed on listening
carefully to all the points raised and
finding solutions which respect, rather
than simply dismiss, the arguments advanced on both sides of this potentially
divisive discussion.
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The Muse Needs Your Help
Johnny Carline

The above headline first appeared
in the February, 1998 edition of the
Metchosin Muse. Not yet five years old,
the Muse had
less than $400
in the bank and
monthly expenses of about
$1400. The 1998
Muse Team
felt the need to
ask its readers to shore
up its precarious finances
and asked
them “to show their support by making an annual donation, in whatever
amount they choose, to maintain and
strengthen the Muse.” It promised to
list those who contributed $20 or more
in future issues and enclosed an addressed envelope for people to use in
sending their donation.
The appeal kept the Muse alive and
even enabled the purchase of a hightech printer, the inclusion of more photographs and the occasional expansion
from a 12-page edition to a 16-page
edition. In April, 2000, a second appeal
was launched, this time with the hope
of getting some additional paid assistance (only the layout person was paid
staff) and some libel insurance.
Now, almost 20 years later, the
layout person is still the only paid staff
and we still have no insurance. Our
standard issue is now 16 pages but for
the last several months we have had to
go to 20 pages to accommodate all the
great articles submitted and include the
photographs which readers enjoy.
As in the past, only layout, printing,
postage, and out of pocket expenses
are paid for. Everything else is done by
considerable volunteer effort including seeking out stories, writing them,
taking photographs, reviewing and editing this material to produce suitable

articles, soliciting advertising and
ensuring these are ready for each edition, proof-reading everything before
handing it to the layout professional to
produce a first draft. This is reviewed
by the editor and then proofread again
by the proofing
team. Revisions
are made, the
final copy is sent
to the printer,
arrangements are
made with the
post office, the
printed newspaper is collected
from the printer,
delivered to the
post office and
some dropped off to various shops,
libraries, and other locations. And, of
course, we have a volunteer treasurer
to pay the bills and keep track of our
finances: a job which has suddenly
become critical.
A lot of volunteers are involved – the
current team is listed on page two of
each edition – and a lot of hours are
contributed. Because of this volunteer
effort, the Muse remained solvent and
slowly built a little nest egg against
emergencies.
Then, as documented in a number
of recent issues, an emergency arrived
in a change in policy by Canada Post,
or, as they would put it, a discovery by
Canada Post that for these many past
years they have not been following
their own policy. Whereas, in the past,
Canada Post has been happy to deliver
only to Metchosin mailboxes, they now
insist that we provide sufficient newspapers to deliver to every mailbox on
the three postal routes that serve Metchosin. This includes those parts of the
routes outside Metchosin, including the
rapidly expanding Royal Bay area.
The impact of the required additional printing and postage has been
severe. The cost of producing, printing
and distributing the newspaper now

“...Everything...is done
by considerable volunteer

regularly exceeds revenues by several
hundred dollars. In a few months we
have lost about a quarter of our nest
egg which, at this rate, will be gone in
about a year.
While the Muse Team searched for
solutions, Jo Mitchell, the editor of the
Muse who made the previous appeals
in 1998 and 2000, came to us and said
that we simply have to appeal to the
community. If the Muse is valuable
to the community, we must trust it to
respond to keep it alive. That is what is
at stake.
We continue to look for other means.
But, Jo is right, we cannot survive

without your help. So, as in 1998, we
ask you, our readers, to show your support by making a donation, whatever
you can spare, to help the Muse survive.
We will list those who contribute $20 or
more in future issues. We enclose an addressed envelope, but if this has fallen
out, please send your donations to the
Metchosin Muse, c/o E. Carlson, 4985 La
Bonne Road, Victoria, BC, V9C 4C3.
The future of the Muse depends on
your generosity. Thank you.
P.S. Check your diaries for the
Mighty Metchosin Preschool and Muse
Fundraiser on October 26 at the
Metchosin Hall.

As many of you know, Volunteers form the backbone of
our Metchosin Community.
Hundreds of hours per week
are spent volunteering in this
community and there are many
unsung volunteer heroes. The
Volunteer Group of the Year
Award- 2019, is focusing on
just one group in Metchosin,
the Metchosin Community
Association Garage Sale Volunteers. This year, the volunteers spent weeks setting up
the garage sale and sorting
through donated items. Some

volunteers even camped at the
Metchosin Community House
for the weeks prior to the garage sale to keep the site secure
and clean. A total of $28,000
was raised for the Metchosin
Community Association which
is half of the annual budget.
Approximately 60 people
volunteered their time for this
weekend event. Among them I
would like to recognize all the
volunteers. Thank you to all
the Garage sale volunteers for
their tireless work and contributions to our community and
the Metchosin Community
House.
Councillor Little with MCA award winners
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Provisional Federal Election Results
candidates received fewer than
700 votes among them.
Any attempt to interpret
what this means for Metchosin
requires a look at the broader
picture of an election which
became more and more sour
as it went along. The Liberals,
who had won a smashing majority victory in 2015, crashed
to 157 seats, 13 seats sh

Johnny Carline

Early speculation suggested
that David Merner, now running under a Green Party banner rather than for the Liberal
Party as he had in 2015, might
give incumbent NDP MP,
Randall Garrison, a run for his
money in the 2019 election in
the Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke
riding. But in the end the
results were eerily close to the
2015 results. Garrison received
23,516 votes this year, just
300 fewer than in 2015, while
Merner received 18,135 votes,

Volunteer Group of the
Year Award 2019:
Councillor Marie-Térèse Little

Metchosin Muse
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Metchosin Community Association
Garage Sale Volunteers

above $13,600 will be paid by
the Museum Society. These
works are part of the Society’s
5-year capital works program
for both the School and the
Pioneer Museums.
Construction is expected to
begin in the fall. In the meantime, a Conservation Plan is
being prepared for the School
Museum. From this Plan the
appropriate Building and Heritage Alteration Permits will be
prepared.
The Metchosin School
Museum continues to be open
to the public on Saturdays
(1:30–4:30 pm) and Sundays
(11:00 am–4:30 pm) through the
end of October.
The Metchosin School Museum is about to get some TLC.
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effort...ensuring these are
ready for each edition...”

Heritage BC Supports
Metchosin Museum Society
Jim MacPherson
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442 fewer than he had in 2015.
The margin of victory in 2019
is 5,381, 142 more than in 2015.
Third place Randall Pewarchuk may have shown some
inexperience at all-candidates
meetings but campaigned
hard to increase the Conservative vote by over 1100 votes.
In contrast, Jamie Hammond
hitched his wagon to the
record of Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and the Liberal vote
declined by over 6,200 votes.
The People’s Party of Canada’s
candidate, Jeremy Gustafson,
finished well back with 1,291
votes while the remaining 5
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Photo by Monique Anstey

Photo by Jim MacPherson

Morgan Bley ghoul-keeping for the Metchosin Preschool
in 2019
Photo by Barb Sawatsky

A Time to Leave the Teens
Events and People of 2019
Allen Jones

The year 2019 started with the
annual madness of the New
Year’s Day plunge into the icy
water at Taylor Beach. This was
the 31st Polar Bear Swim and
survivors get to do it again in
2020.
Ongoing events for 2019
included the restoration of the
Garry Oak Meadow in honour
of Moralea Milne, who sadly
died in July, 2018. Volunteers
have been working hard to
keep out the rabbits that are not
perceived as delightful bunnies
by many.
In January, residents
of William Head Road
were pleased to hear
that a Memorandum of
Understanding had been
signed by The District of
Metchosin, Beecher Bay First
Nations and Pearson College
over land at Mary Hill that
has been declared surplus by
the Department of National
Defence. However, no further
information has been broadcast
subsequently. Let us hope
funding is forthcoming in 2020.
The Muse saw Brian Domney
stepping down as editor.
Johnny Carline and I are
struggling to fill the large boots
that he left for us. Nonetheless,
the boots were useful when
Johnny tried to kick some

sense into Canada Post after
they started distributing the
Muse into parts of Langford,
increasing our printing and
distribution costs dramatically.
February saw the Muse focus
on environmental concerns
after the cutting of trees at
Tower Point and subsequent
political red faces. Fortunately,
this led to the improvements
to the Blaney Trail. This
month brought out the ‘Snow
Angels’ from the Public Works
Department who had to do
their bit in keeping Metchosin
moving during snowy days.
In March the MCA
(Metchosin Community
Association) had their annual
Services Auction and sadly, this
was the last of the entertaining
appearances of Benoit
Charlesbois for the 50/50
draw. He has moved East with
his wife, Anamaria, who will
be fondly remembered in the
Parent and Tot Program and
elsewhere.
Environmental topics are an
important source of articles in
the Muse. Contributors during
the year included the Garden
Club, the APRM (Association
for the Protection of Rural
Metchosin), the Metchosin
Foundation, Wild Arc and many
knowledgeable individual
writers.
April was the time to
awaken our readers with the

unlikely appearance of mega
property developers and
similar-sized Gnomes within
this peaceful community, an
annual fooling that surprised a
few of our trusting readers.
The Council Chambers
hosted a memorial service
in May for Noel PembertonBilling who had died the
previous November. She had
been a stalwart member of
Metchosin society and her
pioneering achievements were
remembered by many friends
and relatives.
The May edition included the
former home of Noel PembertonBilling in the Historic Building
series. There was also a warning
about cougars on the prowl that
turned out to be something to do
with the game of cricket. It was
also the month of Metchosin’s
Mighty Garage Sale that delivered
a bumper harvest for the MCA.
The Farmers’ Market returned in
May and it was opened with the
dedication of the new Ron Jenkins
Bandstand by Cllr. Little and,
Ron’s widow, Sandy Jenkins.
In June, concern was
expressed for changes to
emergency health responses
by the Fire Department and
progress on remediation of
the Blaney Trail was recorded.
The APRM gave a presentation
on bylaw enforcement and
grievances were aired about
landfill without proper permits.

We also
learned
that there
would be no
sheepdog
trials in
2019. The
Women’s
Institute
held a
Friendship
Pearson students celebrate the end of year at MCA
Tea as
House
Photo by Allen Jones)
part of the
memorial to
2019. Randall Garrison was reco-founder Madge Watt who
elected in the federal election,
had lived in Metchosin before
following a series of wellthe First World War and the
attended meetings with the
rabbits were delighted with the
candidates.
planting of marigolds.
The Gratitude Recipient
Our artistic interests were
of the Year award was made
stimulated by the July opening
to the Metchosin Muse by the
of Metchosin’s ArtPod in
Baha’i community in November
refreshed accommodation at
after the community had made
the Old School with several
splendid individual donations
exhibitions of artwork to follow.
to support the Muse.
Metchosin Day was
Metchosin lost some
celebrated in the usual fashion
well-loved members of the
in September helped by a fine
community during 2019,
sunny day. The MCA Garage
including Lewis Neff, David
Sale Volunteers were named
Ranns, and Mike Chipps. Eric
Group of the Year, and Bert
Meredith retired from the
Harrison and Chris van der
public works department and
Water were also awarded for
Bonnie Farris also retired from
their services to the community.
her role as Park and Trails
Following municipal
Coordinator. On a brighter note,
elections in October 2018, the
Chris Pratt celebrated 95 years
Muse was able to report on the
and Clare Lowery 90 years of
progress on new councillors,
age.
Sharie Epp and Marie-Térèse
A Happy New Year to all our
Little, both of whom have
readers.
been hard at work throughout
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Letters to the Editor
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Sue (right) and Dusty Hughes at their Christmas Market stall		

Christmas Market
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The Metchosin Producers Association would like to thank the customers, vendors, and musician
who came and supported our Christmas Market on December 1 as well as a big thank you to
everyone who supported our successful 2019 season. We all look forward to seeing you again next
year.
Jacqui Anderson
President

Bottle Collection
I want to let you know a lady has taken over the bottle drive to
raise funds for her own rescue called Su Casa Rescue. Alana does
a wonderful job with her rescue and all funds from the bottles go
towards the animals.
Alana’s contact information is 250-380-8324 and her email is
sucasarescue@gmail.com.
Thank you so much.
Cookie and all her lovely critters.

The Metchosin Muse has a new email address!
metchosinmuse@gmail.com
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250-478-0422
Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.

Student taking off the runway				

The Winter Concert
Allen Jones

Quality High Speed
Colour Copies
Blueprints • Typesetting
Rubber Stamps
Laminating
Business Cards
Public Fax Service

MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
8:00 am–5:30 pm
SATURDAY:
10:00 am–5:00 pm

250-478-5533
2811 Jacklin Rd.
(near Goldstream)

Celebration of the winter break
starts early for the students
from UWC (United World
College) Pearson College in
Metchosin when they are
invited by the MCA (Metchosin
Community Association) to
perform in the Community
Hall. The concert is a mixture
of Christmas music and
other forms of entertainment
to reflect the multi-cultural
society that is present in
Metchosin and the UWC, and
includes plenty of cakes.
On December 1, 2019
the doors opened at the
Community Hall for three
hours of singing, dancing,
and cakes. Linda Spiller of
the MCA had volunteered to
organise the event in liaison
with Angela Gatari and
student stage managers Ace
Harry and Sierra Granger from
UWC. Cakes had been donated
by members of the community,
including Muse teamer Barb
Sawatsky, and local businesses
to be sold as well as used as
prizes in a raffle.
Names were written down
on $2 tickets for a variety of
appetizing cakes, including

a decadent chocolate cake
donated by the Sugar Shack,
and a full house anxiously
awaited the draw after the
intermission. All proceeds
from the cake sales benefit
the MCA and help finance the
services that are provided at
the MCA House.
Conductor and music
teacher Teodora Georgieva
started the event, after
an introduction by Cllr.
Sharie Epp. She led a choir
of students in a medley of
traditional Christmas songs.
This was followed by a series
of musical acts by the students
with their own MC’s, William
Bruce-Robertson and Rupita
Ryna from Pearson College.
The musical acts included
popular Christmas songs and
some jazzy numbers with
backing pianists, brass, and
percussion. There were other,
non-musical acts, including a
‘militaristic’ dance, indigenous
hoop dancing, and the finale
was a classic routine from
the film Dirty Dancing with
‘Johnny’ catching ‘Baby’ in full
flight to complete the show.
English teacher, Geoffrey
Tindyebwa, founder of the
KULE (Kumbuka Universal

Learning Experience)
Foundation, and student Mara
Bohm (this year’s chief PC
KULE baker) made a generous
donation to the cake raffle of
the tree-topped spice layer
cake. A table was set up with
information about the KULE
Foundation and student-made
earrings, greeting cards and
bags from African cloths were
on sale to benefit that cause.
Representing Pearson
College for the last time at this
event was Désirée McGraw,
President and Head of College,
who recently resigned for
personal reasons. She will be

Cakes to raffle on display 		

Photo by Pietro Risso

missed by many when she
leaves on December 31. Her
interim replacement is Ty Pile
who, with his wife Debra, live
near the college in Metchosin.
The event was a feast for
good causes and six full boxes
of food bank donations were
delivered to the Goldstream
Foodbank by Bob Burgis along
with a cheque for half the
door-cash proceeds. The other
half of the door-cash proceeds
will go to the Valerie Cochrane
Memorial Fund to support
the Pearson College student
emergency travel fund.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2: Open Mic Music Night
May 12: Mother’s Day
May 16: Pub Quiz

We will
be closed
UPCOMING
EVENTS for
our
Annual
May 2: Open Mic Music Night
Open Thurs thru Sun
Staff
&& Mother’s
Family
10am
Special
EventsDay
May– 4pm
12:
CheckHoliday
our website for information
May 16: Pub Quiz
www.glenrosafarm.com
from
Monday,
5447 Rocky Point Rd. Metchosin
January
6th
(km
30 onThurs
the Galloping
Goose)
Open
thru
Sun
250-478-6186
10am
– 4pm & Special Events
to Wednesday,
January
Check
our website for15th
information
www.glenrosafarm.com

Please see website for
additional
events
andRd.
holiday
hours!
5447 Rocky
Point
Metchosin

(km 30 on the Galloping Goose)

250-478-6186
250-478-6186

5447 Rocky Point Rd., Metchosin
km 30 on the Galloping Goose!

Open Thu– Sun 10am–4pm + Events

www.glenrosafarm.com

Sharie Epp introduces the choir 				

Photo by Allen Jones
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COUNCIL NEWS

JANUARY 2020

Sure Wire Electrical (1979) Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Service Calls – Small Renos

DAVE RIGBY
250-883-5992 Cell

815 Tiswilde Road
Victoria, B.C.
V9C 4E8

Cookies Critter Care

SERVICES:
TRAINED IN:
Scheduled Pet Sitting
• Pet First Aid
-Dogs, Cats, Small Critters,
• Dog Safe (www.dogsafe.ca)
Small Livestock
• Dog Aggression.
Overnight Pet Sitting
• Administering Meds
-In Your Home
• Working with pets with
Drop In Pet Sitting
behavioural issues.
-30 mins onwards
Dog Walking
• Insured and Bondable
-On-leash, at the beach, at the
• Vet Recommended
park,
• References Available
it’s all good fun!
Pets
Errands & Appointments
Love
-Appointments or run pet-related
okies!
Co
errands

Professional Pet Sitting and
Dog Walking since 2006

Year ‘Round Bottle Drive
For Animal Rescue!
100% of the proceeds go to local
rescues. Just call for a pickup!

Council would like to take this opportunity to thank you, for volunteering your time over
the past year as committee members for the District of Metchosin. Those like yourselves,
who offer their time, are helping more than just the District of Metchosin. You are making a
difference.
Driveway Culvert Maintenance
Residents are reminded to clear driveway culverts of debris to help prevent flooding. It is
also property owners’ responsibility to ensure that water and gravel from your driveway
does not enter onto the roadway. A permit is required to undertake any work on the
municipal roadway, including installation of driveways and culverts.
Snow and Ice Removal – Priority Roads Service

Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking In Metchosin & West Shore

250-415-9335

Thank You to All Committee Volunteers

metchosinscookie@gmail.com
facebook #CookiesCritterCare
www.cookiescrittercare.com

Please remember that ice control and snow plough service is provided on priority route basis
with: Happy Valley, Metchosin, William Head, Rocky Point, and Kangaroo Roads being top
priority. BC Transit routes and school bus routes are next, after which all other roads will be
serviced. Response times will vary depending on weather conditions, however Council is
confident that response times will be better than the required response set out in past roads
contracts. If you don’t see trucks pass your residence it may be that your road has been
serviced before dawn.
HELP US AND BE PREPARED
• Equip your vehicles with good winter tires, carry chains. All-season tires lose their
pliability and traction at 7 degrees Celsius.
• Avoid parking vehicles on the road or paved shoulders at all times during the winter.
Clear snow from your driveway to allow for parking. Roads with vehicles parked on them
may not be plowed.
• Clear snow to the left side of your driveway (facing in) where it meets the road to
minimize the amount of snow pushed back into your driveway when the plows pass.
• If you have an urgent medical appointment or are a medical professional needing to get to
work, call the Emergency Program Coordinator at the Metchosin Fire Hall at
(250) 478-1307; or, after hours, Langford dispatch at (250) 478-9555 and ask for the
Metchosin duty officer to be paged.
Council Meetings
Please see meeting dates and times for the upcoming month. Meetings are held in the
Council Chambers unless otherwise stated. Meetings are subject to change; for updated
information please call the District office at (250) 474-3167 or check www.metchosin.ca.

Five Star rated

By Appointment
598 Parry RD
250 508 1777 Heather

www.thegratefulpooch.ca
Facebook

LATORIA
PHARMACY
Ask about our foot care
nurse.
115–611 Brookside Road
by the Red Barn Market
Phone 250-590-7012
Friday is ➭

Finance & Environment Committee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 6, 7:00 pm
Council Meeting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 6, 7:00 pm
Healthy Communities Advisory Committee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 8, 7:00 pm
Planning Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 13, 7:00 pm
Parks Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 13, 7:00 pm
Public Works Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 13, 7:00 pm
Council Meeting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 20, 7:00 pm
Parks & Trails Advisory Select Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 21, 7:00 pm
Environmental Advisory Select Committee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 28, 7:00 pm
Metchosin Municipal Hall | www.metchosin.ca | 250-474-3167 | info@metchosin.ca

32nd Annual Polar Bear Swim
Taylor Beach
January 1, 2020
@ 2:00 pm
Please join us for Metchosin’s
32nd annual Polar Bear Swim,
at Taylor Beach near the end
of Taylor Road. The swim
starts at 2:00 pm, usually until
approximately 2:01 p.m.
For those so inclined, the swim
is preceded by a gentle run of
about 6 km, or a walk of about
3 km. Both end at Taylor Beach
just before 2:00 pm
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The Muse has a new email

MetchosinMuse@gmail.com

Java Jive organisers: Dale Morrison, Carol Hunt, and Dawne Kirwan.

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

Another Musical High Note in Metchosin
Carol Hunt
Saturday, January 25
7:00 pm – $7.50 Cover
Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley Road

First, it was the emergence of
Rough Voice Singers, a singalong, bi-monthly gathering
at the MCH (Metchosin
Community House). A humble
beginning by a few keen
music lovers seven years ago
has developed into extremely
popular evenings of singing.
The Free Range Choir followed
and is still going strong. Next
came the Band Wagon with
monthly dance bands and fun
at the Metchosin Golf Club.
Heading into its sixth year,

they have as many as ninety
plus people attending these
special evenings. As a result
of the Rough Voice success,
another group sprang up, three
years ago, as the East Sooke
Rough Voice Singers and it
continues to enjoy success.
Now, a monthly coffee
house at the Community
House is in the works to
complement the other musical
venues and it will see its first
performers here on Saturday,
January 25. Coffee houses
have been in existence at the
MCH in the past and so the
newly conceived Java Jive
Coffee House is a resurrection
of that. First up, on January
25, is The Eddy Fury Band
with Sean Lavoy, Sean Fisher,
Freddy Brown, and Eddy

Fury on vocals and guitar.
This band will appeal to a
wide audience with its West
Coast, country roots style
music. Following the Eddy
Fury band is Heartwood on
February 22, Rig-A-Jig on
March 28, and Group Therapy
on April 25. Admission will be
$7.50/person for the feature
performer with a portion
donated to the Community
House.
So, keep the fourth
Saturdays of January to April
free for this exciting event.
Details will be posted on-line
early in the New Year on the
‘Metchosin!’ facebook page,
Frank’s notes, the Metchosin
Muse, and the Metchosin
Community Calendar. Stay
tuned!

Thank you! Thank you!
And for a third time:
Thank you!
Johnny Carline and Allen Jones

For the third month in a row
we are pleased and grateful
to publish the names of our
generous readers who have
contributed to the current
‘Rescue the Muse’ appeal.
We have been overwhelmed
not only by the number and
scale of donations but also by
the numerous kind messages
attached to those donations. So
many of you have written to
tell us that you look forward
to the paper and sit down and
read it from cover to cover.
(We now know where to go
when we need reinforcements
for our proof-reading team!)
We particularly enjoyed the
unconscious irony in one letter
from a reader in Colwood.
She had only started receiving
the Muse when Canada Post
changed its practice and
started enforcing its ‘complete
route’ policy. Now, she enjoys
it so much, she does not want
to lose it!
We had one or two letters
which suggested to us that

we should really stop using
Canada Post and either
construct Gazette-like boxes
or rely entirely on our online edition. However,
we also received several
communications urging us not
to resort to those solutions. We
continue to work on it.
In the mean time, here is
the list of the latest donors to
whom we extend our most
grateful thanks. If you have
donated and your name does
not appear here, please check
the previous two editions
where, hopefully, your name
did appear.
Elinor and Kenneth
Creasser; W.C. and L.D.
Degruchy; Susan Doyle;
Neal Ellison; Susan and
Kang Cheung; Star and Russ
Fuoco; Nancye and Michael
Hsieh; Robert Hume and
Gail Nash; Valerie Jaeger and
Michael Petrocci; Christel
Kaiser; Jackie Larkin and Glen
Schentag; Marianne and Ron
MacDonald; Karen, Ellie and
Beau McDougall; Vio Mitchell
and Tom Henry; Mona

Nakhjavani-Bossi; Jeannie and
Dave Doroghy; Donald Plank;
Vincent and Runa Pleshak;
Christopher Pratt; Maureen
Quested; Alan and Linda Quin;
Sarah and David Richardson;
Neil and Mary Ellen Skinner;
Beverly and Bruce Somers;
Sunrise Machinery; Regina
Taron; Geoffrey Tindyebwa;
Basil and Carol Wells; Patricia
Whitehouse; Avril Yoachim;
Iman and Mojdeh Baghaei
Zandieh.
By far the biggest donor was
that generous ‘anonymous’
who must have donated at
least two dozen times. To all
of you self-effacing folk and
to everyone who has donated
so far, we give our humble
thanks.
If you wish to donate, but
have not had the chance to
do so yet, you can still send
donations to: The Metchosin
Muse, c/o Eileen Carlson, 4985
La Bonne Road, Victoria, B.C.,
V9C 4C5.

Working
for our
community
Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca
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Metchosin Preschool
Bottle Drive
Samantha Rogers

Metchosin Preschool celebrated the holiday season on Sunday,
December 15, with a ‘Cookies and Carols’ event for the
families of the school. The children did their very best with
a little clapping, stomping, dancing and waving to spread
Christmas cheer.
With the help of our amazing Early Childhood Educators,
hearts were warmed and spirits were definitely merry and
bright! A festive thank you to everyone who brought delicious
treats and smiling faces for this sweet little gathering.
To welcome the New Year, Metchosin Preschool will have
their second bottle drive of the school year on Sunday, January
12 at the Metchosin Golf and Country Club, between 9:00 am
and noon. If you have some bottles left over from your New
Year’s gatherings and would like to donate them to a great
cause, please email Metchosinpreschool@gmail.com. Empties
are full of opportunity… you can do it!

Reflections on
Moralea’s Legacy
Carol Carman

Moralea Milne was a well-loved and wellrespected Metchosin resident. Her tragic,
untimely death in July 2018 has not diminished
the enduring value of her wisdom and good
works. She observed very early the need to
preserve Metchosin’s rich endowment of
forest, fields, shorelines, and streams that are
increasingly surrounded by Victoria’s urban
growth.

Land Stewardship
Moralea Milne

Be Bear and
Cougar Smart!
For information

about staying safe
around wildlife,
please visit the

district website:
www.metchosin.ca/
content/

wildlife-resources

Moralea was one of several local residents
involved in establishing The Metchosin
Foundation, registered as a BC non-profit
society in February 2008. We, who currently
serve on the board, are grateful for our founding
directors’ vision and hard work.
Several years ago, The Muse published the
following article (here slightly abridged). As we
enter a New Year filled with new opportunities
and new challenges, it is timely to reflect upon
words that are as clear and bold today as they
were when Moralea first wrote them.

Stewardship is the act of assuming
responsibility for something; ecological
stewardship embodies the protection,
conservation, and restoration of our natural
world. Metchosin residents have shown
stewardship of their municipality for many
years, as evidenced by the great swaths
of forests, pristine shoreline, functioning
waterways, and agricultural lands that
remain intact. Although sometimes
worrisome, bears and cougars still roam our
landscape, showing by their presence that we
have done an admirable job in maintaining
the balance between human and native
species requirements.
With increasing human use of our
wild areas, it is beneficial to practice good
stewardship, so that we can continue to
enjoy the natural environment that makes
Metchosin so distinctive. Stewardship can be
accomplished in many ways, from simple,
inexpensive choices to legally binding and
more costly options.
Any resident can incorporate the
following low cost and environmentally
friendly practices. When choosing plants
for gardening, decisions can be made to
supply benefits beyond the obvious ones
of beauty and scent: incorporate plants
that provide nectar for hummingbirds,
butterflies, and other pollinators; choose
plants that are drought tolerant, have low
fertilizer requirements, or that don’t need
pesticides to survive the onslaught of insects;
choose to incorporate native plants that will
provide food and habitat for native wildlife.
Food crops can be grown organically, using
appropriate mulches which conserve water
and reduce weeding and pesticide use.
By providing habitat, you can help our
native birds and animals to continue to thrive
in Metchosin. Supply nest boxes for birds,
rock piles for snakes and lizards, ponds for
amphibians, and mason bee condos for those
industrious pollinators of our fruit trees.
You can further increase your stewardship
by working with land trusts on their

stewardship initiatives which include
monitoring for rare species and signing nonbinding agreements to protect certain aspects
of your natural or agricultural landscape.
Sometimes, a legacy of lasting value is an
important last contribution that we wish to
provide to our local and global community.
While not many of us can afford to donate
our lands, we are all thankful to the people
who donated their property holdings to
become the parks and trails we appreciate
today and into the future. What would
Metchosin be like without Witty’s Lagoon,
Devonian and Matheson Lake Parks?
The most important form of stewardship
is legal protection of our natural ecosystems.
Metchosin residents do this by contributing
to the CRD Parks’ acquisition fund, through
conservation covenants and by donation
of land for parks. A conservation covenant
can offer ecological stewardship into the
foreseeable future. These are legally binding
three-party agreements (two land trusts and
the landowner) that protect certain areas
of a property from development forever.
However, the property as a whole can still
be retained as a financial asset and sold
or inherited if desired. In many instances,
funding can be found to finance this process.
Removing invasive species is another tool
that can restore the natural environment
and allow native species to thrive. It is a
rewarding experience that can be undertaken
by almost anyone, but one that those
interested should understand involves a
long-term commitment.
Stewardship is a choice we all have the
opportunity to make, from the simple to
the grand gesture, it all makes an important
contribution.
Please contact The Metchosin Foundation
(metchosinfoundation@gmail.com) for more
information on the themes summarized in
this reprise article and on land stewardship
measures, in general. We’d also be pleased to
help connect you with our frequent project
partner, Habitat Acquisition Trust.

How the West Was Won
Bev Bacon

Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405

On November 25, people
gathered at the Community
House for a presentation by
Diane Pinch on her recently
published book Passion and
Persistence: 50 Years of Sierra
Club in BC. We learned facts and
tidbits of lore about how we got
protection for the wild places
that we now value and enjoy.
Diane shared bits of the
campaigns that many of us
remember, such as the West
Coast Trail, Juan de Fuca Trail,
Nitinat Lakes, Cypress Bowl,
Skagit River Valley, and Great
Bear Rainforest. Much has been
accomplished by formidable
and dedicated environmental
activists. Some campaigns were
quickly won (Nitinat Lakes

success in 18 months) and some
took years (Skagit River Valley
success in 14 years but still ongoing issues).
Our local hero, Ken
Farquharson, was acknowledged
as a founding member of the
Sierra Club in B.C. Ken has been
steadfastly contributing to saving
forests and waterways for 50
years, a true example of passion
and persistence.
The interested reader can
find Passion and Persistence
published by Harbour
Publishing (September 2019). It
is available at local book stores
and on line. All profit goes to
the Sierra Club.
Amazon offers a preview of
the first 88 pages if you click
“Look inside” above the book
cover.
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WE LOVE LOCALS.

Now available

FRONTRUNNERS SHELBOURNE &
WESTSHORE LOCATIONS

Johnny Carline enjoys a delicious cake from Nan Hsieh to recognize the Muse as
Gratitude of the Year Award recipients.

SHELBOURNE #3-3659 SHELBOURNE ST. T 250.384.4786
WESTSHORE #123–755 GOLDSTREAM AVE. T 250.391.7373
VICTORIA 1200 VANCOUVER ST. T 250.382.8181

An Evening of Gratitude
Johnny Carline

On November 23, the Baha’i
community of Metchosin presented
their annual Gratitude of the Year
Award for 2019 to the Metchosin Muse.
Hosting the evening was Nan Hsieh
who enlightened and touched everyone
present with her presentation of some
of the fundamental Baha’i principles
and, in particular, the adoption of an
outlook of gratitude as an approach to
life. The presentation was backed up by
some exercises – carried out at tables
charmingly decorated with delicate
floral petals – a fundraising request
for the Muse and the actual award
ceremony itself. This was followed by
delicious comestibles and informal
conversation.
I had the privilege of accepting the
award on behalf of the Muse team and
took the opportunity to give a brief
overview of the aims and achievements

frontrunners.ca

of previous editors as well as a brief
picture of the current Muse.
I discovered, in the writings of
Bahl-u-llah, the statement that a
fundamental Baha’i purpose is “to
safeguard the interests and promote
the unity of the human race and to
foster the spirit of love and fellowship
amongst men.” It seemed to me that, at
a much more prosaic level and limited
scale, the Muse sought to do something
similar: seeking unity not by ignoring
our differences but by trying to reach
across them and achieve mutual
understanding through respectful
dialogue. Further, it occurred to me
that night that an outlook of gratitude
would greatly help that process.
It was an evening which elegantly
combined grace, learning, and a
sense of community. But it was even
more than that. It was an evening of
generosity and inspiration, one to be
grateful for.

e
Windsor Plywood Westshor

CHESTNUT SHOWN
(WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)

WE INSTALL!! Floors, doors and so much more
Whether you’re building new or renovating we do complete installation! That
means tearing out your old floors, disposing of it and revamping or installing
new baseboards all in a timely fashion. We keep on top of the trends so come
and see our new lines of vinyl, hardwood, oak and laminate flooring ... and
see why Windsor Plywood Westshore are the installation specialists!
Come and walk through our doors and walk on our floors.
Door and Floor Installations Fully Guaranteed

4 pages
Full of
Deals!

NEW!

4

4

Hardwood
Hardwood
CHESTNUT SHOWN (WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)

NEW!

Sq. Ft.

CHESTNUT SHOWN

NEW!

3

$ 98

Sq. Ft.

Sq. Ft.

6-1/2” CHESTNUT
HICKORY
(WHILE
QUANTITIES LAST)
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

SPECIAL
BUY

100%
Locally
owned &
operated

WANT A NEW FLOOR OR DOOR?

$ Halton
48 Halton
$ 48
Hickory
Hickory

Halton
Hickory
Hardwood

Free Range Singers
Reach Out!

Your Local Building Supply Store

SPECIAL
EXTERIOR
DOUBLEGLASS
STEEL
LEXINGTON
GLASS
LEXINGTON
BUYPREHUNG

DOORS

FIBERGLASS

PREFINISHED
DOOR
UNITS

Anne Richmond

PREFINISHED
DOOR
UNITS

Metchosin’s harmony choir, led by Teodora Georgieva, is making plans for the
New Year. We want to broaden our connection with the Metchosin community.
Butterscotch
Butterscotch
To make participation in the choir more accessible, we will offer two bursaries
ARCTIC
per session to support singers for whom regular choir fees are a barrier. We
anticipate holding workshops that will be open to the public throughout the 2x4 Frame
2x6 Frame 2x4 Frame
2x6 Frame
EVEREST
year to expand our skills and knowledge and to build community.
Sq. Ft.
$
88
$
88
$
88
$
88
Our new season runs Monday afternoons, 12:00–2:00 pm, starting January
• Features
20” x 64” one
lite • Features
20” x 64” oneea.
lite
ea.
ea.
ea.
13 until April 6 at $120 for the 12-week session (no practice on Family Day). We
Sq. Ft.
- low-e glass
- with raise and lower blinds
2/8• 4-9/16
2/10
3/10
2/10
3/10 primed jamb
welcome new singers and no experience is necessary, just a love
ofTOmusic
and
LIMITED
STOCK ON HAND
LIMITED
TO STOCK ON
HAND
exterior
primed
jamb •2/8
4-9/16
exterior
Carmel
the desire to sing.
Acacia
Interested, but not ready to commit? You can try us out at no charge.
Windsor
Plywood
FLOAT-IN
FLOAT-IN
Natural Maple
Natural Maple
For more information, email metchosinfreerangesingers@gmail.com or call
INSTALLATION
INSTALLATION
PREFINISHED
PREFINISHED WestshoreAmber Maple
Naseem at 250-474-0646 or Pattie at 250-478-3319.
Amber Maple

588

• 1/2” (11.5mm)
x 4-3/4”
• Handscraped
Natural finish

S

5” LONDON FOG OAK
5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK

6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

FIBERGLASS

3

$ 98

Tower
Tower
Series
Series
Hardwood
5” LONDON FOG OAK
Hardwood
5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK

1
88
88
618 588 1 618
1
1
18

Westshore Location •• 1/2”
888
Van Isle Way • 250-474-6111
(11.5mm)
x 4-3/4”

• Handscraped
11MM ENGINEERED HANDSCRAPED
Natural finish
MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORING

11MM ENGINEERED HANDSCRAPED
MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORING

ARCTIC

18

EVEREST

Sq. Ft.

Sq. Ft.

Store hours
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm
Sat
9am-5:30pm
Closed Sun - Family Day
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Metchosin Community House  
4430 Happy Valley Road  
Info: 250-478-5155
Email: mcahouse@telus.net  
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Rick Petillion – Certified Mechanic, 20 yrs exp.

HOUSE
HAPPENINGS

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

since 1980

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA • 15 mins from Colwood Corners

www.westcoasttires.com

BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year

LIMOUSINES
“... it's how you get there."

Christmas and New Years!

Staff functions, Christmas Light Tours
Designated Driver and Airport Service
Gift Certificates available!

Ongoing Programs
Mondays
Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program 9:00 am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile
program coordinator Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440.

Pearson College Students Outreach: 3–4:30 pm. Helping seniors and youth in our
community. Invite Pearson College students to visit or help with a project. Particularly aimed
at Metchosin seniors; call 250-474-0634 and leave a message so we can determine if you are
eligible. Restarts January 13, 2020
Knitting Café: On the first and third Mondays monthly, 7:00–9:00 pm, knitters of all
skill levels, including beginners, are welcome to this informal and friendly get-together. For
information call Laura, 250-478-1197, email laura.farquharson@shaw.ca.
Tuesdays

Drop In Painters Art Group: This friendly and supportive group of artists and hobbyists
meets Tuesday mornings 9:30 am–noon at the MCH. Everyone is welcome. For more info
contact Arlene at 250-391-7905. Restarts January 7, 2020.
Knitting Café: On the second and fourth Tuesdays monthly, the Knitting Café has afternoon
sessions from 1:00–3:00 pm. See the Monday listing for contact information.
Singalong – Metchosin Rough Voice Singers: The Rough Voice Singers meet at the
Community House on the second and fourth Tuesdays each month from 7:00–9:00 pm. All are
welcome to join us at this fun, drop-in sing-along group where a good singing voice is not a
requirement. $2/person. Contact Barb Sawatsky (250-478-0553). Returning January 14, 2020.
Wednesdays

Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program: 9:00 am–3:30 pm (see Monday for
details). Not at the House January 1 returning January 6, 2020.
Thursdays

Mention this ad when you book and we’ll donate 10%
of the base rate to the Metchosin Muse!
www.lalimo.ca

info@lalimo.ca

250-391-9000

Creative Rug Hooking: First and third Thursdays, 10:30 am–1:30 pm, led by Sheila Stewart,
certified instructor of Traditional Rug Hooking. Beginners are welcome, but should contact
Sheila (email blueheronstudio@telus.net, or call 250-595-6406) to discuss needed supplies.
Experienced rug hookers are invited to bring their own projects. Bring a bag lunch; tea and
coffee available. No fees but donation jar available to cover refreshment costs. Will restart
January 16, 2020.
Fridays

Parent and Tot Program: 9:30–11:30 am. Calling all Metchosin tots! The Parent and Tot
Drop-In Program invites moms, dads, caregivers and their young children to join us Friday
mornings for our community program. Children will enjoy our new toys, books and craft
opportunities. Parents will enjoy our relaxed, supportive environment, parent resource library
and opportunities to connect with other parents and kids. We look forward to seeing you and
your little ones. Restarts January 10, 2020.
Pearson Student Activities: 2:30 pm–5:00 pm. For more information call 250-474-0634.
Restarts January 17, 2020.

Ukulele Gathering: 5–6:30pm, 3rd Friday of each month. Tell all your ukulele-playing
students, friends, and relatives! Open to community members of all ages and levels of talent.
Bring: a ukulele, capo, tuner, music stand, and a few songs you are willing to share/lead/
teach others with appropriate song sheets for others, if not from songbook below. Suggested
songbook: Jumpin’ Jim’s Daily Ukulele (as a base resource to work from) if you have it.
Film Night: Friday, January 31, 7:00 pm. To be announced.

Events
GUEST SPEAKER: Thursday, January 16, 7:00 pm Owen Enright, Alaska to Victoria in 69 days.
Please see page 11 this issue for more information.

The Muse has a new email address
metchosinmuse@gmail.com

Art on the Walls: January. Doug Gilbert in collaboration with the Metchosin Museum Society
has compiled and organized a show of 18 historic photographs of Metchosin dating back to
the early 1900’s. They are hanging on the Community House walls for all to come and enjoy.
Viewing times are Monday–Friday, 9:00 am–1:00 pm. The Art on the Walls program offers the
House as a wonderful venue for artists to show and display their works. For more information,
please call the MCH at 250-478-5155.

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
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14TH JUAN DE FUCA (METCHOSIN) SCOUTS CANADA

Busy Scout Troops: Filling
Food Hampers, and a
Bottle Drive January 4
Joan Kew

14th Juan de Fuca Cubs and Venturers had a great time
volunteering at the Goldstream Food Bank one week before
Christmas. This is an annual volunteer opportunity for the group,
and one where different ages work together for a good cause.
The group’s annual bottle drive in Metchosin is on Saturday,
January 4. If you received a pamphlet from us, please leave your
empties at the end of your driveway by 10:00 am on that day,
along with that pamphlet, and we will be by to pick them up.
If you would like to drop off your returnables, we will be at the
Municipal grounds behind the Metchosin Fire Hall until 3:00 pm.
We also have a permanent collection bin located outside of the
Metchosin Community Hall, 4401 William Head Road. If you
would like to arrange for a pick up, please email
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca.
Many thanks to Metchosin and East Sooke residents for their
The 14th Juan de Fuca troop posed for a group shot after volunteering at the Goldstream Food Bank
continued support of 14th Juan de Fuca Scouting. Happy New Year! on December 18			

Boys & Girls Club in Metchosin
Myah Rach-Sharpe and Dimitra Britton

On the trail
Photo by Dimitra Britton and Myah Rach-Sharpe

Metchosin is a rural area that consists
of sensitive Coastal Douglas fir and
Garry Oak ecosystems, beautiful
rocky shorelines, lagoons, wooded
uplands, sandy bluffs and beaches
overlooking the Juan de Fuca Strait.
This unique collection of ecosystems
is a place that invites and encourages
a sense of connection to nature. For
decades the Boys & Girls Club of
South Vancouver Island has run
nature-based programs for children
and youths at their 98 acre site
in Metchosin. Many community
members may know the parcel of
land owned by the Boys and Girls
Club of Greater Victoria Foundation
as the site of the former youth justice
program ‘Coastline Challenges.’
Perhaps they may remember its
former use as an extension of the
William Head Institution, housing

young offenders in a rehabilitative
labour-based program.
Those programs have since seen
their end and the property is now
home to numerous after-school
programs for children and youth in
the Westshore community. Keeping
with a nature-based theme, Boys
& Girls Club of South Vancouver
Island runs the Outdoor Adventure
program for middle school age
youths, the Wilderness Immersion
& Leadership Development
(W.I.L.D.) program for high school
age youths, and a licensed naturebased after-school care program
for school-age children. They also
run Pro-D Day camps, spring
break and summer camps. These
programs are incredibly important
for young minds in a hectic world
that is increasingly dominated by
timelines and screen time. Through
these programs, children and youths

learn and engage in environmental
stewardship, community outreach,
personal development and
leadership skills that set them up for
success into their adult lives. Nature
play has been proven to increase
creativity, reduce stress levels and
is great for physical health. These
programs inspire young minds to
engage with each other and their
surrounding communities in a
positive, productive and sustainable
manner.
Metchosin Club is home to a
climbing wall, a low ropes challenge
course, canoeing ponds, hiking trails,
an archery course and has acres of
fields and forests to explore.
For more information about Boys
& Girls Club and the programs
they offer in your community, visit
us at www.bgcvic.org or email
adventure@bgcvic.org.

Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere and
enjoy our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!
OPEN: Mon.–Fri. 10am–9 pm, Sat. & Sun. 8am–9 pm
Renovation work in progress 			

Photo by Bruce Woodrow

What’s New in Metchosin?
Tower Point Restoration
Bob Burgis

Everyone who has visited
Tower Point (which lends its
name to the park abutting
Witty’s Beach) will have
noticed the old water tower.
The Invaraity family purchased
65 acres of the Duke farm in
the 1890’s. Mr. Invaraity was
concerned with the reliability
of the well water, so he
designed a plan to pipe water
from Bilston Creek to the farm.
In order to store water for the

house and maintain enough
pressure to supply the kitchen
and washroom, he built the 30foot tower that we see today.
The line ran along the north
side of Witty’s Lagoon and
some of the pilings can be seen
to this day from the waterside
walk to Sitting Lady Falls.
Time has not been kind
to the tower. Rot and
deterioration have taken toll
on the structure. The bottom
part of the structure required
complete replacement. In order

to achieve this, the building
was lifted and the main floor
structure was completely
demolished and rebuilt. Next
was the roof structure which
was also demolished and a new
roof constructed and lifted into
place on November 29, 2019.
None of the work was
assisted by the Municipality
or any of the Heritage
organizations. Without the
new owner’s contribution,
Tower Point could be renamed
“Towerless Point.”

250-474-2333

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads

MY-CHOSEN PIZZA

Pickup after noon, delivery after 4pm
OPEN: 11am–9pm seven days a week

Phone 250-474-5576

The Muse has a new email address
metchosinmuse@gmail.com

10 Metchosin Muse • January 2020

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4
Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel
CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Hours of Operation

Drive & Dine Free Meals

Noon–4:00 pm Monday through Thursday
Note: SRC will be closed from December 20th,
2019 to Sunday, January 5th, 2020. On behalf
of the Board of Directors of Metchosin Seniors’
Association (MSA), we wish you a very happy
holiday season and best wishes for the coming New
Year.

Mark these dates and join us with friends
at the free community suppers in Langford,
held monthly on Monday evenings. Request
a drive to and from these events. RSVP by
calling 250-478-5150. 2020 dinner dates:
January 13, February 10, March 16, April 20,
and May 11.

We will reopen on Monday, January 6 at noon.

Monday, January 13, 5:30 to 7:00 pm
Join us at Gordon United Church in Langford,
with a group of wonderful volunteers who
host a delicious, home cooked meal at the
Community Supper. We do the driving. All
ages are welcome.

Weekly Programs at the
Seniors’ Resource Centre

Mondays 2:00–4:00 pm
Inter-Gen Connects Seniors and Students*
Wednesdays 1:00–3:00 pm
Tea Time/Coffee Chat – All welcome!
Thursdays 2:00–4:00 pm
Geeks and Geezers Learning Lab*

Thursday, January 30, Noon–1:00 pm
The Monthly Potluck Lunch will be held at
the Metchosin Community House – Bring a
dish to share with a dozen or so fine folks.
Call us if you need a ride!

*Please call to schedule an appointment

Hedging &
Special Orders
See UsedVictoriaHAPPY
featureNEW
ad forYEAR!
updates and specials.
Open
by
appointment
only
until
6, 2018
Open Tues.–Sat., 8:30 am–5:00 pm.February
Closed Sun.–Mon.

2019: A Year of Positive
Progress
Thanks to the District of Metchosin and many
local volunteers, SRC moved into a newly
renovated space mid-summer. Grants paid
for the installation of automatic doors, more
seniors’ accessible parking and washrooms
that are wheelchair friendly. Most recently, new
signage was installed to help visitors find us
more easily.
In the spring, storytelling sessions were
launched with fourteen seniors and fourteen
students, each completing a “Legacy Project.”
This proved to be a life-altering experience for
many, allowing our elders to leave their lasting
legacies as gifts to the Metchosin community.
The Board of MSA (Metchosin Seniors’
Association) exceeded their fundraising goals
for 2019 with record ticket sales for the popular
annual Gourmet Dinner Raffle, along with
Thrifty’s Smile Card program and donations for
a variety of services provided.
A new MSA treasurer joined us this past
year, as we bid farewell to Kit Chapman, who,
after several months, lost her brave battle with
cancer. Kit had served as MSA board treasurer,
lending her skills as an accountant to the
organization, since it was formed in 2013.
Our dedicated board of directors and team
of volunteers continued to run several unique
programs. Seniors enjoyed many popular
events such as the Parisian Café, the IACDI
(Intermunicipal Advisory Committee on
Disability Issues) Disability Picnic and recently
the HoHoHoliday Open House. Many of our
well-attended offerings such as UVic’s selfmanagement programs, fall flu shots at the
firehall, hearing tests and blood pressure checks,
will continue in the coming year.
We are pleased to be such a valued part
of the community and will continue to lead
with dedicated staff, volunteers, drivers,
companions, geeks, board members and those
who support our fundraising and events. We

SRC members enjoy the annual IACDI Picnic and BBQ 			

look forward to hearing from you in regard to
your needs and suggestions for helping seniors.
Best wishes to all for a happy and prosperous
2020 and again, thank you for your continued
support.

UVic’s Free Self-Management
Programs
These popular, free programs are now offered
locally in partnership with the University of
Victoria’s Institute on Aging and Lifelong
Health. For further information regarding
Chronic Pain Self-Management or Diabetes SelfManagement, email selfmanagement@bc.ca or
call toll-free 1-866-902-3767.

Start the New Year Right
with a Health Coach
Currently available locally to residents of
Metchosin, under the Victoria Assistive Devices
and Coaching Study (VADAC), local residents
can access, three months of free, telephonebased health coaching that supports people
living with chronic conditions. UVic pairs
qualified Health Coaches with individuals to
help those suffering with chronic conditions
become better self-care managers.
Email vadac@uvic.ca or visit SRC to learn more.

Join the Metchosin Seniors’
Association – MSA
A lifetime membership entitles you to all SRC
programs, support and services for only $20 per
person. Please drop by to fill out a membership
form or to complete a volunteer application.
Please Note: All SRC volunteers complete
Vulnerable Sector Screening with the RCMP.
Drop by SRC at 4495 Happy Valley Road,
Room 1047 to pick up our 2020 Winter/Spring
Newsletter.

Photo by Dawn Boshcoff
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R(m)CMP Call-Outs

Conservation Service Call-Outs
NOVEMBER 2019

DECEMBER 2019

Constable Ava Goodyear, Media Relations Officer, Royal (Metchosin) Christmas Muse Project
Dec 01 Metchosin Road – Reported
disturbance at Community Hall.
Student musicians cautioned for
discordant use of musical instruments.
Dec 02 Sugar Loaf Mountain – Search and
Rescue to assist over-weight hiker with
diabetes.
Dec 03 Happy Valley Road – Incident in
Community House carpark. Driver
charged Tesla overnight.
Dec 04 Happy Valley Road – Incident at
Municipal Hall following report of
bearded male telling mayor where to
put the Xmas tree.
Dec 10 Happy Valley Road – Disturbance
at Community House. Rough Voice
Singers cautioned to keep the peace in
2020.
Dec 15 Farhill Road – Recovery of stolen
Amazon package.
Dec 18 Dallimore Road – Domestic dispute
and mischief. One male elf arrested.
Dec 24 Metchosin Road – Single vehicle
collision vehicle flipped into ditch.
Officer attending reported overladen
sleigh.
Dec 24 William Head Road – reported
homeless male and pregnant female
loitering. No room at the Inn on Weirs
Beach and temporary accommodation
found in local farm stable.
Dec 24 Bennett Road – Stolen vehicle later
recovered. No suspects at this time but
a man with a white beard and wearing
pajamas is a person of interest.
Dec 24 Metchosin Road – Report of fire at St.
Marys Church. False alarm determined
by attending officer – candlelight
Eucharist.

Nov 02
Nov 09
Nov 22

• four shows (Grand Opening/ Memory
Cup Project, Fall-ing, Go Figure!, What we
remember, What we forget),

• two feature artists (Diana Smith and Angela
Menzies),
• one open call show (Go Figure!) which
attracted paintings and sculpture of local
artists from the Metchosin, Sooke and
Victoria area,

• two ongoing drop-in art events (live-portrait
Mondays for 10:00 am–noon, and Linda’s
painting drop-in on the second and fourth
Fridays of the month from 11:00 am–4:00
pm), and

• three highly successful and well-subscribed
weekend workshops: Floorcloth Painting
with Diana Smith, Acrylic Sgraffito with
Angela Menzies, and Botanical Watercolours
with Jean Maddison.

Mary Hill Place – Caller advises that there is a
Black bear walking around Mary Hill Place.

Lombard Drive – Caller advised that there was a
deer in the backyard that was lying down and had
not moved in several hours. There was no obvious
wound but there was blood on its middle abdomen
area.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plantsanimals-ecosystems/wildlife/human-wildlife-conflict/
staying-safe-around-wildlife/bears/bear-smart?keyword=Co
nservation&keyword=Service

Guest Speaker at the MCA
Dec 26 Dallimore Road – Sleigh stopped due
to exhausted reindeer. Conservation
Officer notified.
Dec 27 Metchosin Road – Single vehicle
collision, reindeer struck.
Dec 31 Lindholm Road – Drive while
disqualified and no insurance. S. Claus
to appear in court next December.
Dec 31 Morland Road – Domestic dispute and
warrant for arrest. One male arrested
related to excess alcohol and a haggis.
Photo credit Robert Enright

Owen Enright – Alaska to Victoria in 69 days
Thursday, 7:00 pm, January 16, 2020
Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley Road

Photo by Cathie Ferguson

ArtPod Flourishes into
the New Year
ArtPod is 6 months old in January. The fledging
art cooperative, operating out of the old
Metchosin School, run by MACCA, opened in
July 2019. ArtPod and the eleven artists, who
comprise the group, have been busy for the
last six months. Since July, ArtPod hosted the
following:
• one retrospective (for Michael Giles, a
fundraiser),

Pears Road – Black bear killed two sheep in the
morning. Bear returned in the evening and was
feeding on the sheep carcasses in the backyard.

For more information on the BC Bear Smart program, go to:

Samantha Dickie’s small carved spherical forms		

Memet Burnett

Conservation Officer Service,
Environment Protection & Sustainability

ArtPod has even more planned in the New
Year, starting with feature artist and well-known
Victoria-based ceramicist Samantha Dickie
whose installation pieces will show at ArtPod
from January 17 (official opening will be 1:00–
3:00 pm on January 18 and will include a brief
artist’s talk by Samantha) through to March 1.
There will be a one-day workshop associated
with this show on paper plaster mould making.
This workshop is for people with some pottery
experience. It is expected to quickly sell out, so
register early.
In March, Bird/Song opens. For this show,
ArtPod is collaborating with local Victoria
pastel and shadowbox artist Nancy Slaght, who
will be the anchor artist and associate juror for
our second ever juried open call to community
artists. Additionally ArtPod is inviting Rocky
Point Bird Observatory to the show’s opening
night, Sunday, March 8 from 1:00–3:00 pm, for
an awareness and fundraiser on all issues avian.
Please consult Metchosin ArtPod’s facebook
page for more information on how to take part
in this open call which is sure to get feathers
bristling with excitement! Bird/Song runs from
March 6–April 12. Nancy is doing a workshop
for this show, dates TBA.
This is an organization to keep an eye on; there
is a lot happening every week. ArtPod is open
every weekend Friday to Sunday from 11:00 am–
4:00 pm. Come visit and get onto their newsletter
list, or check their ever-evolving Instagram and
facebook page (Metchosin ArtPod).

Stacy Ross aka Mrs. Santa leads the Ruffies.

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

A Rough Voice Super
Christmas Party
Barb Sawatsky

Always a full house, this year’s Rough Voice Christmas singalong on December 10 was no exception as 80 people filled all
available chairs.
Mrs. Santa (aka Stacy Ross) visited again! Creating a sensation
wherever she appears, she rocked the House with her reworked
“My Favourite Things” but with a Metchosin theme, singing
about local places and events. We love her surprise visits from the
North Pole and her off-side comments about her spouse (Santa,
not Don). The children who were present were excited to meet
her and Mira, visiting from Australia, had her picture taken with
Mrs. Santa. Such excitement in Metchosin!
Following the appearance of Mrs. Claus and after Sharie Epp’s
groanable Christmas jokes, Rough Voice musicians led the singers
through a full program of Christmas carols. At half time we made
light of the abundance of treats that the singers brought to the
party.
The donations to the Christmas hampers were astonishing:
non-perishable food items, gift cards, seasonal treats, cash,
toys, and Christmas gifts for local families. The outpouring of
generosity that the Ruffies bring to the House and the community
is remarkable.
Rough Voice continues at the Metchosin Community House at
4430 Happy Valley Road on the second and fourth Tuesdays of
each month from January 14 until the end of April, 2020 at 7:00
pm. Drop in, don’t be shy. The aim of this group is pretty basic –
we’re in it for the fun.

12 Metchosin Muse • January 2020

Obituary: Ursula Legg
Laurie Johnson

Ursula Anna Sophie Legg (nee Harberer) was
born August 30, 1926 in Breslau, Germany to
parents Ada and Ludwig Harberer. As a young
lady she was athletic and loved the time her
family spent in the mountains of Silesia (now
Poland).
Ursula worked during World War II as
a translator for the British Army and met
the love of her life, George Legg, born in
London, England. Ursula moved fourteen
times during her lifetime including Germany,
England, Montreal, Vancouver, Prince Rupert,
Saltspring Island, Mexico, and finally settling on
Vancouver Island.
She lived in Metchosin from 1978-1987
and was very happy to return to live with her

The Muse has a new email address
metchosinmuse@gmail.com

family in Metchosin in 2014. At the Metchosin
Community House knitting club and at the SRC
weekly coffee clutch she met many new friends
who offered her love, friendship, and laughter.
Ursula died at home on November 28,
surrounded by family. She will be greatly
missed but lovingly remembered by her
children Malcolm, Barbara, Steven, Marty,
Carlo, Tony, daughters-in-law, and many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
She was proud of them all and will be
remembered for her strength, kindness,
delicious home-made bread, green thumb, and
being a lucky winner of the Gold Rush! Her
family will hold a private service in the New
Year.

Metchosin Directory
Emergency Calls

911
AIR CADETS
250-590-3690
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
250-382-2052
www.alzheimerbc.org
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
250-881-8280
FB Metchosin APRM

BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org

METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB
250-360-7557
METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424
http://metchosinhall.com/

CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/parks

METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778

LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384
METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com
METCHOSIN ARTPOD
778-265-2787
metchosinartpod@gmail.com
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca
www.metchosinartcentre.ca

Jan 4

Polar Bear Swim. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 4
Scouts Bottle Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 9

Jan 12 Preschool Bottle Drive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 6
Jan 13 Free Range Singers New Season Start . . . . . . . .  p. 7

Jan 13 MCA Guest Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 11
Jan 25 Java Jive Coffee House. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 5
For Council meetings, please see p. 4. For ongoing events at the
Metchosin Community House, please see p. 8.
For Metchosin Seniors’ Resource Centre events, please see p. 10.
CRD Nature Events take place throughout the year in
Metchosin. For details, go to crd.bc.ca/parks-events.
Clip and save this listing!

METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
tammyberry269@hotmail.com
www.mesmetchosin.com
METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
http://metchosinfoundation.ca

GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca

Jan 1

METCHOSIN EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on
146.550. POD members can call FRS
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1
with “0” privacy tone

BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648

FREE RANGE SINGERS
250-478-3319
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers

Important Dates and Events

• Report a fire
• Report a crime
• Report an accident
• Save a life
• Imminent safety

Metchosin Fire Department:
250-478-1307
Police (Non-Emergency):
250-474-2264
Military Police Non-Emergency
250-363-4032
District Office (office hours):
250-474-3167

METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub

METCHOSIN INVASIVE SPECIES
COOPERATIVE (MISC)
metchosininvasives@gmail.com
METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-478-0765
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ INFORMATION
& RESOURCE CENTRE/METCHOSIN
SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION
250-478-5150, msirc@shaw.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca
MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
250-642-0238
NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org
ROUGH VOICE SINGERS
September to April
250-478-0553

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91,
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
SWANWICK CENTRE
A centre for spiritual inquiry
250-744-3354
programs@swanwickcentre.ca
www.swanwickcentre.ca
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org
www.westshorearts.org
WESTSHORE COMMUNITY
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org
WEST SHORE PARKS AND
RECREATION
250-478-8384
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS
BAHA’I FAITH
250-514-1757
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
250-727-3722
OPEN GATE CHURCH
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN
Anglican Church of Canada
250-474-4119
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
THE SALVATION ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca

The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metchosinmuse@gmail.com.
Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included under
“Events” on this page, or possibly as a separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding
the issue date.

Share a fabulous winter moment photo with The Muse metchosinmuse@gmail.com

