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The Muse Needs Your Help
Johnny Carline

The above headline first appeared
in the February, 1998 edition of the
Metchosin Muse. Not yet five years old,
the Muse had
less than $400
in the bank and
monthly expenses of about
$1400. The 1998
Muse Team
felt the need to
ask its readers to shore
up its precarious finances
and asked
them “to show their support by making an annual donation, in whatever
amount they choose, to maintain and
strengthen the Muse.” It promised to
list those who contributed $20 or more
in future issues and enclosed an addressed envelope for people to use in
sending their donation.
The appeal kept the Muse alive and
even enabled the purchase of a hightech printer, the inclusion of more photographs and the occasional expansion
from a 12-page edition to a 16-page
edition. In April, 2000, a second appeal
was launched, this time with the hope
of getting some additional paid assistance (only the layout person was paid
staff) and some libel insurance.
Now, almost 20 years later, the
layout person is still the only paid staff
and we still have no insurance. Our
standard issue is now 16 pages but for
the last several months we have had to
go to 20 pages to accommodate all the
great articles submitted and include the
photographs which readers enjoy.
As in the past, only layout, printing,
postage, and out of pocket expenses
are paid for. Everything else is done by
considerable volunteer effort including seeking out stories, writing them,
taking photographs, reviewing and editing this material to produce suitable

articles, soliciting advertising and
ensuring these are ready for each edition, proof-reading everything before
handing it to the layout professional to
produce a first draft. This is reviewed
by the editor and then proofread again
by the proofing
team. Revisions
are made, the
final copy is sent
to the printer,
arrangements are
made with the
post office, the
printed newspaper is collected
from the printer,
delivered to the
post office and
some dropped off to various shops,
libraries, and other locations. And, of
course, we have a volunteer treasurer
to pay the bills and keep track of our
finances: a job which has suddenly
become critical.
A lot of volunteers are involved – the
current team is listed on page two of
each edition – and a lot of hours are
contributed. Because of this volunteer
effort, the Muse remained solvent and
slowly built a little nest egg against
emergencies.
Then, as documented in a number
of recent issues, an emergency arrived
in a change in policy by Canada Post,
or, as they would put it, a discovery by
Canada Post that for these many past
years they have not been following
their own policy. Whereas, in the past,
Canada Post has been happy to deliver
only to Metchosin mailboxes, they now
insist that we provide sufficient newspapers to deliver to every mailbox on
the three postal routes that serve Metchosin. This includes those parts of the
routes outside Metchosin, including the
rapidly expanding Royal Bay area.
The impact of the required additional printing and postage has been
severe. The cost of producing, printing
and distributing the newspaper now

“...Everything...is done
by considerable volunteer

effort...ensuring these are
ready for each edition...”

regularly exceeds revenues by several
hundred dollars. In a few months we
have lost about a quarter of our nest
egg which, at this rate, will be gone in
about a year.
While the Muse Team searched for
solutions, Jo Mitchell, the editor of the
Muse who made the previous appeals
in 1998 and 2000, came to us and said
that we simply have to appeal to the
community. If the Muse is valuable
to the community, we must trust it to
respond to keep it alive. That is what is
at stake.
We continue to look for other means.
But, Jo is right, we cannot survive

without your help. So, as in 1998, we
ask you, our readers, to show your support by making a donation, whatever
you can spare, to help the Muse survive.
We will list those who contribute $20 or
more in future issues. We enclose an addressed envelope, but if this has fallen
out, please send your donations to the
Metchosin Muse, c/o E. Carlson, 4985 La
Bonne Road, Victoria, BC, V9C 4C3.
The future of the Muse depends on
your generosity. Thank you.
P.S. Check your diaries for the
Mighty Metchosin Preschool and Muse
Fundraiser on October 26 at the
Metchosin Hall.

Volunteer Group of the
Year Award 2019:

Metchosin Community Association
Garage Sale Volunteers
Councillor Marie-Térèse Little

As many of you know, Volunteers form the backbone of
our Metchosin Community.
Hundreds of hours per week
are spent volunteering in this
community and there are many
unsung volunteer heroes. The
Volunteer Group of the Year
Award- 2019, is focusing on
just one group in Metchosin,
the Metchosin Community
Association Garage Sale Volunteers. This year, the volunteers spent weeks setting up
the garage sale and sorting
through donated items. Some

volunteers even camped at the
Metchosin Community House
for the weeks prior to the garage sale to keep the site secure
and clean. A total of $28,000
was raised for the Metchosin
Community Association which
is half of the annual budget.
Approximately 60 people
volunteered their time for this
weekend event. Among them I
would like to recognize all the
volunteers. Thank you to all
the Garage sale volunteers for
their tireless work and contributions to our community and
the Metchosin Community
House.

Councillor Little with MCA award winners		

Photo by Monique Anstey
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Johnny Carline

The District has received a letter from the applicant withdrawing the application for a
Temporary Use Permit (TUP)
for 3695 Sooke Road. The application sought permission to
establish a soil recycling facility on the site which is zoned
for 10-acre residential lots. As
documented on the front page
of the September Muse, dozens
of residents attended a stormy
Council meeting on August 12
to protest the application, provoking a response from Mayor
Ranns which some thought
overly dismissive. The matter
was referred to staff for further
discussions with the applicant
about possibly negotiating
parkland acquisition as part of
the proposal. The protesting
residents were not happy with
this outcome.
It is not clear whether the
letter from the applicant means

Classified Ads
25 words or less $10
Deadline: 15th of each month.
Monthly payment
in advance. Please call
Eileen Carlson 250-478-1036.

that the proposal to establish a soil recycling plant has
been abandoned altogether or
whether the proponent will
now pursue that objective
through a rezoning process.
A significant criticism of the
proposed TUP was that such a
significant variation from the
land use permitted in the zoning bylaw and Official Community Plan (OCP), should
be dealt with by amending
those bylaws, not a TUP. Those
amendment processes would
involve very formal procedures, including public hearings where the public could
make their views known.
At least one of the protesting residents, while expressing
jubilation at the withdrawal of
the TUP application, expressed
the need to be ‘watchful’ to see
how this issue would unfold.
However, should the applicant
decide to proceed by way of
a re-zoning, and, if necessary,

an OCP amendment, there are
significant procedural requirements that should ensure an
open, transparent process.
All materials considered by
Council have to be made available to the public, so they can
comment on these at the public
hearing. All discussion by
Council members on the planning merits of the application
has to be conducted in formal
open session, not in camera.
However, at this point, we
are not aware of any information about the applicant’s
intentions. He may, or may not,
decide to be content with the
existing zoning. But if there
is a future rezoning application, then the process will be
transparent, with opportunity
for all interested parties to say
their piece; and, whatever the
outcome, in the long run that
kind of open process benefits
everybody.

Letters to the Editor

The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of not more than 200 words. Your letter may be edited for
editorial style or length. Please email your letter to metmuse@shaw.ca, or leave it at the Metchosin Country Store.
Please sign your letter. An address and telephone number are required but will not be published. Letters to the
editor express the views of the writer who is solely responsible for their content.

We need more climate champions
The 100 Debates on the Environment
(www.100debates.ca) is on Thursday, October 3.
The Metchosin All-Candidates Debate on the Environment for Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke will be
at the Metchosin Hall from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm.
I haven’t decided how to cast my vote in
October’s federal election, but my number one
priority is the climate emergency. Without a livable planet, all else is moot. I believe we have to
mobilize like never before. We face a planetary
crisis. Every species is at mortal risk from hurricanes, floods, forest fires, and melting glaciers
caused largely by humans. I believe only a
deep spirit of love and compassion for our tiny
precious globe can break the cycle of fear and
denial.

Our own history shows that, ultimately, love
is a far greater force than fear. And love requires
sacrifice. I am 71 with health problems, and
most days I feel powerless, as so many politicians betray us with false promises. It’s easy to
be cynical. But I’m still willing to stand up for
what I love, like those brave young students on
strike for climate action. I’ll join them at the B.C.
legislature with my walker on Friday, Sept. 27.
We need climate champions, like never
before, willing to stand up to their own party
leaders. Champions from all parties. Fortunately
for Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, there are some
fine candidates running for office.
Terry Dance-Bennink

There’s a TUPHOLE
There’s a TUPHOLE
in our planning regs
that invites creative uses.
Let’s get rid of the thing
and stick with our plans
and put an end to abuses.

Or you can email us at:
metmuse@shaw.ca

Display Ad Sizes

Controversial Temporary Use
Permit Application Withdrawn

The TUPHOLE makes us
anxious and stressed
and raises the residents’ ire.
“What you bought is what you’ve got.”
is the message
to the property buyer.
Bev Bacon

The Muse Traveller
Storm-chasing in
Coldwater, Texas.
Rod Mitchell with
friends looking for
super-cells.
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Prescribed Burning at
Rocky Point Area B
Adapted from the report by
Mr. M. Waters, Formation Safety
& Environment, CFB Esquimalt

Formation Safety & Environment (FSE) have carried out
prescribed burning in Training
Area B at Rocky Point.
Prescribed burning should
continue to achieve the following goals: reduce fire hazard,
reduce costs, improve ecosystem structure and function,
protect Species at Risk, and improve training opportunities.
Garry Oak habitats found
at Rocky Point rely on disturbance (i.e. fire) to perpetuate
the species assemblages that
make these ecosystems so
rare. In the absence of fire,
these Prairie-Oak ecosystems
at Rocky Point are encroached
upon by conifers (pine and fir
trees) which reduce the area of
Garry Oak habitat over time.
Invasive plants such as broom
and gorse are also starting
to take over grassland areas.
When left to grow uncontrolled

both conifers and invasive
plants can create mature stands
and dense pockets of vegetation which reduce training
capacity, increase fire hazard,
and threaten species protected
under the Species at Risk Act
(SARA).
The prescribed burns in
September 2017 and September 2018 successfully burned
0.8 hectares and 12.2 hectares
at Rocky Point Area B respectively, with no escapes or
fire management issues. FSE
looked to build upon that success in 2019 and increased the
area burnt to 20.5 hectares. Lessons learned from last year’s
prescribed burn were incorporated into this year’s burn
plan including the addition of
resources for extended mop up
and patrol.
FSE has again liaised with
base and lodger units (POESB,
RPOPs Properties, CFAD (RP))
and the BC Wildfire Service
(BCWS) in planning a prescribed burn in Training Area B

at Rocky Point. Provincial Fire
Crews conducted the burn. FSE
created a Burn Plan with the
Province (Flag A) that outlined
burn preparation, ignition, and
how the burn was mopped up.
Timing the burn, while
grasses are still dry but
weather is cool, is critical in
order to allow the fire to burn
as hot as possible while minimizing the risk of it getting
out of control or spotting. This
year’s burn area was 20.5 hectares in size and occurred on
September 11 and 12. Please
remember that municipal open
yard burning is not allowed
until October 1. Public interest
in the prescribed burn was expected to be low as smoke was
expected to be light and only
occur for a few hours each day.
This prescribed burn was
monitored for effectiveness by
FSE, Natural Resources Canada, and the BCWS in concert
with the DND Fire Department
Chief Fire Inspector.
All photos: Fire Crews burning brush.

Photos by CFB Fire Dept.

Metchosin Garden Club

Worm Work:

Kayla Siefried and Vermicomposting
Judith van Manen

Metchosin Garden
Club Talk

4430 Happy Valley Road
October 2, 7:30 pm
Aristotle once said in his
wisdom: “worms are the
intestines of the earth”. What a
wonderful metaphor because
they really are. And, yes, this is
exactly what our October Metchosin Garden Club speaker,
Kayla Siefried, will talk about.
Kayla will teach us all about
vermicomposting, otherwise
known as “worm work”. This
is the process of unleashing worms on organic waste

such as food scraps and grass
clippings.
Consider the lowly worm!
Did you know that the common earthworm can live up to
six years and can grow up to
14 inches? Important for food
production, it is the heroic
earthworm that sacrifices its
casings to produce rich soil.
As gardeners we know that
the quality of the soil determines how well we can grow
fruit and vegetables. Good soil
contains nutrients and microorganisms which are essential
for growing healthy produce.
All thanks to the earthworms
that turn green waste into rich
soil.
Kayla Siefried is the Site
Manager and Community

Education Coordinator of the
demonstration gardens at the
Compost Education Centre in
downtown Victoria. As a keen
sustainability activist, Kayla
finds meaning in advocating
for, and living, an environmentally sustainable life that
involves bicycles, all things
soil, food, and gardening.
Kayla’s environmental
education started with the
completion of her Bachelor of
Environmental Studies at the
University of Waterloo. With
permaculture training and
farming internships under
her belt, Kayla considers how
the act of growing food and
stewarding the soil can heal
on many levels. She loves to
share her knowledge about

these things with people
young and old through formal
and informal education. Kayla
teaches adults at the Compost
Education Centre about composting, gardening, soils, and
conservation.
You are invited to attend
Kayla’s Vermicomposting
Workshop on October 2 at 7:30
pm in the Community House.
Through her in-depth look
at worm composting, you’ll
learn everything you need
to know about starting up
and maintaining a worm bin
compost system in your own
home.
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Metchosin Halloween at the Fire Hall
The Metchosin Volunteer Firefighters’ Society and the District of Metchosin welcome everyone to the annual Halloween party at the Fire Hall on Halloween night. Doors open at 6:00
pm. Halloween costume contest at 7:00 pm., free hot dogs and juice, a huge bonfire and, of
course, fireworks around 8:30 pm! For more information check out www.metchosin.ca or
call the Fire Department at 250-478-1307.

To help reduce stress on pets and livestock, this year’s Halloween fireworks will consist of
‘no report’ fireworks to help lessen trauma to your animals. The fireworks will start shortly
after 8:30 pm with a single warning shot, followed 3 minutes later by the 15 minute show.
The exact start time of the fireworks will depend on the weather. More exact information on
the timeframe will be posted at www.metchosin.ca on October 31. Please check this website
so that you will have the latest information.

Conversation
with Fire Chief
Stephanie Dunlop

Regular Business Licence Renewals

Johnny Carline

Businesses will be receiving their renewal notices in the mail in October for the 2019/2020
businesses licence year (Nov to Oct). Every business operating in Metchosin, including home-based businesses, short-term rentals, etc. requires a business licence. Metchosin
participates in the regional inter-municipal business licence scheme so that businesses such
as contractors and mobile sales, based in Metchosin, only need one licence to operate in the
region. Please note that if your business licence is 2 years outstanding, the licence will be
terminated, as per Section 14(c) of the Business Licence Bylaw. Reinstatement would then be
subject to a new application and inspection, along with an additional fee of $25.00

This is the first of a series of articles based on conversations with
Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop about
issues our Fire Department deals
with. We started with a broad
perspective on a volunteer fire
department and structure fires.
JC: The Fire Department is
engaged in a recruitment drive:
what’s the attraction?
Chief: Serving the community. There is immense satisfaction from the pride and camaraderie. It is a great foundation
for those wanting to be professional firefighters.
JC: What should a potential
volunteer firefighter be aware
of?
Chief: Time commitment. I
tell recruits that family commitments come first; then financial
commitments – keeping the job
that puts bread on the table;
then the Fire Department. If
you want to play a sport, say
rugby, with two practices a
week and a game on weekend,
you probably won’t be able
to manage being a volunteer
firefighter.
JC: Why not?
Chief: Well, obviously, we
need adequate sized crews to
turn out. It is not just a casual
commitment. But also, there is
so much to learn and practice.
There is a lot of technical stuff,
how to safely operate equipment, how to lay hose, medical
skills, and so on. And we need
firefighters who are totally
confident that they can do anything that is required of them.
That confidence is critical.
JC: Yes, I’ve heard that you
emphasize training.
Chief: Well, my first responsibility, as odd as it may sound,
is to keep the firefighters safe.
And to do that, they need to be
trained, not just to my satisfaction, but to high established
standards.
JC: How does this compare
with paid fire departments?
Chief: Well, obviously
everyone needs to be trained
and competent, but in larger,
paid departments, they can
specialize more than we can.
In a volunteer department, you
don’t really know what the
composition of the group will
be at any one time – so, you
can’t necessarily predetermine
what roles people are going to
play. With some exceptions, a
volunteer firefighter has to be
ready and able to perform just
about any role at any time.
JC: Fill that picture out a
bit for me. You get a call that
there is a structure fire. What
happens?

Halloween Fireworks and Livestock

Residential Yard Burning
Before you burn, please check www.metchosin.ca for updated burning information or call
the Fire Department at 250-478-1307.
Council Meetings
Please see meeting dates and times for the upcoming month. Meetings are held in the
Council Chambers unless otherwise stated.
Healthy Community Advisory Select Committee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 2, at 7:00 pm
Council Meeting.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 7, at 7:00 pm
Finance & Environment Committee.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 7, at 7:00 pm
Parks & Trails Advisory Select Committee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 15, at 7:00 pm
Council Meeting.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 21, at 7:00 pm
Finance & Environment Committee.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 21, at 7:00 pm
Planning Committee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 21, at 7:00 pm
Parks Committee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 21, at 7:00 pm
Public Works Committee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 21, at 7:00 pm
Environment Advisory Select Committee.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 22, at 7:00 pm
Heritage Advisory Select Committee.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 23, at 4:00 pm
Special Planning.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 24, at 10:00 am
Meetings are subject to change. For updated information, please call the District office at
250-474-3167 or refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca.

Be Bear and
Cougar Smart!

For information about staying safe around wildlife,
please visit the district website:
www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources

Metchosin Municipal Hall | www.metchosin.ca | 250-474-3167 | info@metchosin.ca

Share a fabulous Autumn moment with the Muse
and we can share it with our awesome community!

Chief: The call is put out to
the firefighters, but the duty
officer in the firehall, often me,
will leave for the site to assess
the situation. Assuming they
are first there, they become the
Incident Commander.
JC: But they don’t drive the
truck to the fire.
Chief: No, we don’t roll
a truck until it has a crew. It
needs a certified pump operator to be in charge of the truck.
The second person in the front
seat should be a firefighter with
some leadership skills, because
that is likely to be needed. In
the back we need two more
firefighters for handling the
hose and attacking the fire;
additional crews are needed
for other tasks such as a rapid
intervention team.
We also need a Safety Officer. That person stands back
from the actual operations and
observes, looking for safety
hazards that might be arising,
such as a roof in danger of
collapsing.
JC: What happens if he or
she does see something?
Chief: The Safety Officer
liaises closely with the Incident
Commander but actually has
the authority to overrule the
I.C. if safety is involved. It’s
rare, but it can happen.
JC: So, if the firefighters are
close to rescuing someone from
a fire but the Safety Officer
judges it to be too dangerous, can he or she order the
firefighters to abandon the
attempt?
Chief: Yes. It is obviously
a very hard call. Firefighters
always believe they can do that
little bit more, and always want
to, but their safety has to come
first. That is, fortunately, a rare
occurrence.
JC: How many trucks do
you have?
Chief: We have a second
pumper truck, for when we get
a second call out or if needed
as reinforcement. We also have
a mini pumper truck, a smaller
unit for external attack only. It
has a two-man crew and they
“attack hard from the yard”.
They don’t enter a structure
but the mini pumper has been
very effective when used in
conjunction with the main
pumper truck.
JC: Do you get a lot of structure fires?
Chief: We’ve had about eight
in the last three months. But
that is unusually high. Most of
our calls are for other things.
JC: Really? Let’s talk about
those in our next conversation.
Thanks for this conversation,
Chief.
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Hans Helgesen Elementary School

URGENT HOST
FAMILIES WANTED
Quality High Speed
Colour Copies
Blueprints • Typesetting
Rubber Stamps
Laminating
Business Cards
Public Fax Service

MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
8:00 am–5:30 pm
SATURDAY:
10:00 am–5:00 pm

250-478-5533
2811 Jacklin Rd.
(near Goldstream)

A New School Year Begins
at Hans Helgesen
Hans Helgesen students are settling into their
classrooms and meeting new school staff. The
first new person at the school is Naomi Blundell,
the new secretary at the office. She has been
living in Metchosin for eighteen years. “I’m
thrilled to be part of the Hans Helgesen community.” She said recently.
Principal Cathy Hussey and vice-principal
Jon Carr are excited about their new positions
at Hans Helgesen. Cathy has developed many
initiatives in technology and inclusion and this
summer she completed the Transformative
Educational Leadership program at UBC. “I’m
thrilled to be working with each of you at H.H.
Thank you for welcoming me into the community with such kindness and enthusiasm!”
Cathy remarked. Jon concurred, and added
praise for the beautiful school and community. He has also taught internationally and in

*We are in need of more families
for the following programs;

Program 1: Nov 1 – Nov 5
for 2 female students, aged
14-15, $320
Program 2: Nov 8 – Nov 11
for 2-5 male students, aged
16-17, $240 to $600
Program 3: Nov 23 – Nov 25
for 2-6 male students, aged
16-17, $160 to $480
Please do not reply if you have
Japanese speaker at your home.
Room share is OK but not a bed
share! This is a rewarding cultural
experience for the whole family!

VIEC Education Canada
Call 250-382-8292
homestay＠viec-ca.com

New teachers for 2019 			 Photo credit Joannie Challenger

Joannie Challenger

BC public, alternate and First Nation schools.
“In Sooke District, I’ve worked as a classroom
teacher and in Aboriginal Education as a literacy teacher, as well as being the coordinator of
the Aboriginal Enhancement Agreement,” Jon
noted. “I am excited to work on the traditional
territories of the Scia’new nation, and thank
them for sharing this beautiful land.”
Samantha Dubinsky, the new Kindergarten
teacher believes in an active, hands-on approach
to learning, and is looking forward to using the
beautiful outdoor spaces in her teaching.
Stephanie Passmore, the incoming Kindergarten/Grade One teacher has lived in Metchosin for four years, and is excited about being
part of the school. In the grade three/four classroom Mary McEachern is beginning her third
year as a teacher in the district. She also loves
the outdoors and crafts.
Hans Helgesen is looking forward to a great
new school year.

Film Night at the MCA

Film Night:
The Serengeti Rules
Ric Perron
Friday, October 25, 7:00 pm (94 minutes)
Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley Road

What do scientists and couch potatoes have in
common? They would all love this movie.
This film was the winner of twelve film
awards. “With knowledge comes hope.” Says
the director Nicolas Brown.
In the 1960s, a team of young scientists, keen
on developing their skills, searched the wilderness for clues on how the bigger global picture
worked and what made nature tick. It was
detective work that challenged their thinking.
“Whether it was terrestrial, aquatic, tropical
or arctic, it was all working in the same way.
We found rules about how the system worked
and how the world worked. The clear message
is that some animals are more important than
others (regardless of size, shape, or form). Some
hold the natural world together. If you lose the
wrong ones, if you lose the keystone, you are
going to see very big changes.” says narrator
Sean B. Carroll.
Filmed on every continent with breathtaking
footage of orcas, giraffes, penguins, kelp, massive landscapes and underwater transparencies,
the project budget must be large.
Though the documentary includes research
and images dating back to the 1960s, the 2018

5

reunion takes the same ecologists back to their
old hunting grounds fifty years later. It’s very
artistic and with wide format 4-D filming
techniques.
Wikipedia: “The role of keystones is both
revelatory and surprising: sea otters help kelp
forests flourish, supporting everything from
salmon to eagles; wolves enable rivers to run
clear and help forests thrive; and the humble
wildebeest controls the numbers of trees, butterflies, elephants and even giraffes on the
savanna. Unfortunately, these deep connections also work in reverse. When keystones are
removed, ecosystems unravel and collapse – a
phenomenon no one had imagined – or understood until their revolutionary discoveries. But
with new knowledge also comes new hope.”
Now in their final years on earth, these five
pioneers probe the globe for keystone life forms
and provide hope to us all.

Shop
Locally

and tell them
you saw it
in the Muse!
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Historic Buildings of Metchosin

Cemetery Tour – Churchyard of St. Mary the Virgin
Allen Jones

Located on Metchosin Road,
the churchyard of St Mary the
Virgin is carefully looked after
by volunteers provided by the
congregation. It is the resting
place of many of the pioneer
families. The church was built
in 1873 on land donated by
John Witty and was consecrated in 1876. The building
and church yard achieved
heritage status in 1987. It was
the first church to be built
in Metchosin and the third
Anglican Church to be built on
Vancouver Island.
On Sunday, August 25,
2019, visitors were invited to
join a tour of the cemetery by
the Friends of St Mary’s who
undertake maintenance of the
church and yard. A knowledgeable talk was given to
small groups of people during
the day while walking around
the burial plots containing the
remains of early pioneers of
Metchosin.
I joined a group of about 20
people, mainly Metchosinites,
including some who were related to the pioneers that were
part of the presentation. Our
guide was Andrew Spray who
gave an informed talk related
to the period of settlement by
travellers from Europe.

The tour started with the
burial plot of John and Charlotte Witty. We were told that
an accident with a hammer
had led to John Witty’s funeral,
which was the first service
after the consecration. Close
by was the family plot for the
Weir family. Robert de Ver
Weir was known as ‘The Laird’
and he left Scotland in 1852 to
own a large acreage of Metchosin. The family built some of
the main roads that we know
today. The Weir’s family made
friends with their neighbours,
in particular the Helgesens, as
well as members of the First
Nation at Beechers Bay. The
population of the churchyard
includes Catholics, Protestants
and First Nation members.
Amongst many pioneer
families in the cemetery, of
note is the Field family who
arrived in 1878 after taking the
Oregon Trail to Seattle from
Kansas. They are described as
having deep religious convictions and are reported to have
donated the pump-organ
and the entrance gates to the
church. Another founding
family were the Helgesens and
it was Hans Helgesen who
arrived from Norway in 1863,
after rounding Cape Horn and
prospecting for gold in the Fraser River. With his Irish wife,

Plot of John and Charlotte Witty		

Come in and experience our
quaint country atmosphere and
enjoy our hearty portions of
great home-cooked foods!
OPEN: Mon.–Fri. 10am–9 pm, Sat. & Sun. 8am–9 pm

250-474-2333

Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads

MY-CHOSEN PIZZA

Pickup after noon, delivery after 4pm
OPEN: 11am–9pm seven days a week

Phone 250-474-5576

Lillian, he set up a new home,
‘Sherwood’, in 1877, overlooking the Juan de Fuca Straits,
with the present Lombard
Road as his driveway.
The Helgesen children
used to walk to the Metchosin School and their teacher
in 1872 was Elizabeth Fisher,
who can also be found in the
cemetery, having passed on in
1918. Our guide pointed out
the memorial window donated
by the sons and daughters of
Elizabeth and her husband,
William.
Lastly, we must also remember the fallen heroes of
Metchosin that are memorialized in the churchyard. They
are Private Daniel Phillips
who was lost in action at
Vimy Ridge in April 1917, and
Private Reginald Caffery who
died in 1944 in action during
WWII.
In order to preserve the heritage character of the church
yard, alterations are minimized
and only native flowers are
permitted. In spring the graves
are surrounded by fawn lilies,
shooting stars and camas.
Editor’s note: Some of the
material from this article was
sourced from the excellent book
‘Footprints’ that is available from
the bookshop run by the Metchosin Museum Society.

Photo by Jim Macpherson

Andrew Spray guides visitors around the churchyard
Photo by Allen Jones

The Weir family plot		

Photo by Allen Jones

Reginald Caffrey d.1944		

Photo by Allen Jones

Phone cards • Movie rentals •
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat
and fruit pies • Bakery items • Fresh produce and
cut ﬂowers • Hardware and Grocery •
• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coﬀee •
You need it, we have it!

Open
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax: 250-478-2405

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2: Open Mic Music Night
May 12: Mother’s Day
May 16: Pub Quiz

UPCOMING
EVENTS:
UPCOMING EVENTS
OPEN MIC MUSIC NIGHT
Thurs Mic
thru Sun
May10am2:Open
Open
Music
Night
–October
4pm & Special 3
Events

May
Check our12:
websiteMother’s
for informationDay
May
16:
Pub Quiz
Saturday, October
12th &

THANKSGIVING
DINNER
www.glenrosafarm.com
5447 Rocky Point Rd. Metchosin

(km 30 on theOctober
Galloping Goose)
Sunday,
13th:

Open250-478-6186
Thurs thru Sun

10am
– 4pm & SpecialNIGHT
Events
PUB
QUIZ/TRIVIA
October
17:
Check our website for information

Additional
Saturday Night Dinners!
www.glenrosafarm.com
Please see website for details!

5447 Rocky Point Rd. Metchosin
(km250-478-6186
30 on the Galloping Goose)
250-478-6186
5447 Rocky
Point Rd., Metchosin
km 30 on the Galloping Goose!

Open Thu– Sun 10am–4pm + Events

www.glenrosafarm.com
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Metchosin Community Association (MCA)
Andy MacKinnon presents the award.

New to Metchosin? Looking to make new friends?

Photo by Allen Jones

Getting friendly waves and would like to be more connected?

2019 Friend of the Earth
award – Wild ARC
Andy MacKinnon

Metchosin’s 2019 Friend of the Earth
award went to the BC SPCA’s Wild
Animal Rehabilitation Centre, commonly known as Wild ARC.
As part of their hundredth anniversary, the Victoria branch of the BC
SPCA established their Rehabilitation
Centre on Malloch Road in Metchosin
in 1997.
Wild ARC provides care to injured,
sick, orphaned, and distressed wildlife
based on rehabilitation standards and
the animal’s natural history. Their rehabilitation goal is to release recovered
animals back into the wild. They aim

Join our Metchosin Community Association and get involved in fun
projects and events; meet fun and enthusiastic volunteers.
Join in the ‘organized’ chaos with the Mighty Metchosin Garage Sale
team. Serve up corn on Metchosin Day. Feel the fun and excitement
of our famous annual MCA Services Auction. Join the Garden and
Maintenance team to keep our House shining.

to reduce the impact of human activity on wildlife and educate the public
about wildlife, animal welfare, and
co-existing with nature.
Now operating as an independent
member of the BC SPCA family, Wild
ARC treated 2,801 wild animals last
year, and treated over 37,500 animals
in the past two decades. Rehabilitators
treat nearly 140 different species each
year and are highly skilled to provide
such specialized care. Wild ARC is a
member of the provincial and international wildlife rehabilitation organizations and their staff receives ongoing
professional training.

Have you little family members? Grandparents caring for youngsters? Come to the MCA supported Parents & Tots session every
Friday morning. Music sessions, story telling and lots of toys run by
our certified day care person. Mums, grand parents have a chance
to enjoy adult talk with coffee while the kiddies play.
Contact our House Co-ordinator
for information on all of our programs.

250-478-5155

4430 Happy Valley Road. (Mon – Thurs, 9:00am – 1:00pm)

Your Local Building Supply Store
e
Windsor Plywood Westshor

WE LOVE LOCALS.

100%
Locally
owned &
operated

WANT A NEW FLOOR OR DOOR?
WE INSTALL!! Floors, doors and so much more
Whether you’re building new or renovating we do complete installation! That
means tearing out your old floors, disposing of it and revamping or installing
new baseboards all in a timely fashion. We keep on top of the trends so come
and see our new lines of vinyl, hardwood, oak and laminate flooring ... and
see why Windsor Plywood Westshore are the installation specialists!
Come and walk through our doors and walk on our floors.
Door and Floor Installations Fully Guaranteed

4 pages
Full of
Deals!

NEW!

4

$ Halton
48 Halton
$ 48
Hickory
Hickory

Halton
Hickory
Hardwood

Sq. Ft.
Hardwood
Hardwood
CHESTNUT SHOWN (WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)

CHESTNUT SHOWN
(WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)

CHESTNUT SHOWN
6-1/2” CHESTNUT
HICKORY
(WHILE
QUANTITIES LAST)

frontrunners.ca

Sq. Ft.

Sq. Ft.

FIBERGLASS

FIBERGLASS
PREFINISHED
DOOR
UNITS

Butterscotch

Butterscotch

58888 $61888$588881

ARCTIC

FLOAT-IN
INSTALLATION
PREFINISHED
• 1/2” (11.5mm)
x 4-3/4”
• Handscraped
Natural finish

2x6 Frame 2x4 Frame

1

Windsor Plywood

FLOAT-IN
INSTALLATION
PREFINISHED
Amber Maple

Natural Maple

Westshore

Amber Maple

Westshore Location •• 1/2”
888
Van Isle Way • 250-474-6111
(11.5mm)
x 4-3/4”

• Handscraped
11MM ENGINEERED HANDSCRAPED
Natural finish
MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORING

18

EVEREST

Sq. Ft.

11MM ENGINEERED HANDSCRAPED
MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORING

1 188
ARCTIC

18
2x6 Frame
$
88
61888

• Features
20” x 64” one
• Features
20” x 64” oneea.
lite
ea.
ea. lite
ea.
Sq. Ft.
- low-e glass
- with raise and lower blinds
2/8• 4-9/16
2/10
3/10
2/10
3/10 primed jamb
LIMITED
TO STOCK ON
HAND
exterior
primed
jamb •2/8
4-9/16
exterior

Natural Maple

S

DOORS

PREFINISHED
DOOR
UNITS

2x4 Frame

3

$ 98

Tower
Tower
Series
Series
Hardwood
5” LONDON FOG OAK
Hardwood
5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK
5” LONDON FOG OAK
5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK

SPECIAL
EXTERIOR
DOUBLEGLASS
STEEL
LEXINGTON
GLASS
LEXINGTON
BUYPREHUNG

$
LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND
SHELBOURNE #3-3659 SHELBOURNE ST. T 250.384.4786
WESTSHORE #123–755 GOLDSTREAM AVE. T 250.391.7373
VICTORIA 1200 VANCOUVER ST. T 250.382.8181

3

$ 98

6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

SPECIAL
BUY

FRONTRUNNERS SHELBOURNE &
WESTSHORE LOCATIONS

NEW!

6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

Now available

4

NEW!

EVEREST

Sq. Ft.

Sq. Ft.

Carmel
Acacia

Store hours
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm
Sat
9am-5:30pm
Closed Sun - Family Day
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Metchosin
Day 2019
Allen Jones

OOOO- Metchosin where the
wind comes sweepin’ down the
plain, and the wavin’ wheat can
sure smell sweet, when the wind
comes right behind the rain. *
What a fun time for people on
Metchosin Day! The weather forecast of rain was quickly dismissed
by the crowds of visitors. The
skies cleared and the sun shone
on the village green.
Legions of volunteers, under the care of organizer Violaine Mitchell, had made all the
preparations needed in the days
leading up to the event and it proceeded smoothly to the delight of
the many visitors.
Starting with the 5K. run
Metchosin Day opened with
horse demonstrations by
Metchosin Equestrian Society,
vintage cars and motorcycles,
sheep-shearing, beer garden, children’s games, pet show, gymnastic demonstrations, local artisans,
food vendors, Old Barn Books,
mini donuts, snow cones, icecream, hayrides, back-hoe digger,
Morris Dancers, Cobbler Café and
contests for baking, vegetables
and fruit, photographs, kids’
cricket and pets of all kinds!
All entries for the baking
contest were received the day
before allowing lots of time for
the judges to make their selections. Thank you to Jack Knox,
columnist for the Times Colonist
and Martha Haylor, a Metchosin
Baker, for their expertise.
Having received and judged
the entries on Saturday, it was
possible for the public to check
out the baked goods from
10:00 am–3:00 pm on Metchosin
Day. A steady stream of people
filled the council chambers admiring the pies, cakes, fruits, and
vegetables. Thank you to all who
entered.
During the day entertainment
was provided from the bandstand
by Pearson College students and
other local bands and artists.
This was followed by the annual awards recognizing services
to the community. Mayor John
Ranns with Councillors Andy
MacKinnon, Sharie Epp, and
Marie-Thérèse Little took turns to
present dedicated volunteers with
the annual awards for Group of
the Year, Volunteer of the Year,
and Citizen of the Year. Wild Arc,
Chris van de Water, MCA Garage
Sale Team and Bert Harrison accepted their honours with both
surprise and delight.
And what better way to complete the day than a good country
feast of salmon, lamb, corn cobs,
and melon cooked by local chefs
and served by elected officers of
the municipality!
We know we belong to the
land, and the land we belong to is
grand! And when we say Yeeow!
Ayipioeeay! We’re only sayin’
you’re doin’ fine Metchosin!
Metchosin O.K. *
* With apologies to Rogers and
Hammerstein

Top: Preparing the produce for
show;
Middle: Zucchini in all sizes and
shapes; Robert O’Connor with
his citrus basket and pineapple;
Bottom: Hot peppers and
beans; Heritage tomatoes.
All Photos on this spread have
been provided by:
Matt Gubernat,
Max van Manen,
Frank Mitchell,
Robert O’Connor,
Barb Sawatsky

Top: Al Epp on the hayride,
Middle (left to right): Bert
Harrison receiving award from
Mayor Ranns; A fun day for all;
Chris van der Water with Clr. Sharie
Epp;
Bottom 2 Rows: Preparing the
salmon for the BBQ; Most Rural
Pet, Cocoa the goat with Caelen
Williams; Most Unusual Pet, Bearded
dragon with Finn Flanagan; Best
Costume, Teddy the hamster with
Mia Quinn and Sash McCrank; Best
in Show, Tom the turkey with Anbar
Brown

Garden &
Veggie
Contest Re
sults

On Page 1
4!

ntest
Baking Co
Photos
&
s
t
l
u
s
e
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6!
On Page 1
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Metchosin Community House  
4430 Happy Valley Road  
Info: 250-478-5155

HOUSE
HAPPENINGS

Email: mcahouse@telus.net  
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Ongoing Programs
Mondays
Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program: 9:00 am–3:30 pm. Contact Mobile program coordinator Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440.
Pearson College Students Outreach: 3:00–4:30 pm Helping seniors and youth in our community. Invite Pearson College students to visit or help with a project. Particularly aimed
at Metchosin seniors. Call 250-474-0634 and leave a message so we can determine if you are
eligible.
Knitting Café: On the first and third Mondays monthly, 7:00–9:00 pm, knitters of all skill
levels, including beginners, are welcome to this informal and friendly get-together. For
information call Laura, 250-478-1197, email laura.farquharson@shaw.ca.
Tuesdays
Drop In Painters Art Group:. This friendly and supportive group of artists and hobbyists
meets Tuesday mornings 9:30 am–noon. at the MCH. Everyone is welcome. For more info
contact Arlene at 250-391-7905.
Knitting Café: On the second and fourth Tuesdays monthly, the Knitting Café has afternoon sessions from 1:00–3:00 pm. See the Monday listing for contact information.
Singalong – Metchosin Rough Voice Singers: The Rough Voice Singers meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays from October to April, 7:00–9:00 pm. All are welcome to join us
at this fun, drop-in sing-along group where a good singing voice is not a requirement. $2/
person. Contact Barb Sawatsky (250-478-0553). Will restart on October 8.
Wednesdays
Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program: 9:00 am–3:30 pm.
(see Monday for details).
Thursdays
Creative Rug Hooking: First and third Thursdays, 10:30 am–1:30 pm led by Sheila Stewart,
certified instructor of Traditional Rug Hooking. Beginners are welcome, but should contact
Sheila (email blueheronstudio@telus.net, or call 250-595-6406) to discuss needed supplies.
Experienced rug hookers are invited to bring their own projects. Bring a bag lunch; tea and
coffee available. No fees but donation jar available to cover refreshment costs.
Fridays
Parent and Tot Program: 9:30–11:30 am. Calling all Metchosin tots! The Parent and Tot
Drop-In Program invites moms, dads, caregivers and their young children to join us Friday
mornings for our community program. Children will enjoy our new toys, books and craft
opportunities. Parents will enjoy our relaxed, supportive environment, parent resource library and opportunities to connect with other parents and kids. We look forward to seeing
you and your little ones. P&T follows the School District 62 calendar.
Pearson Student Activities: 2:30 pm–5:00 pm. For more information call 250-474-0634.
Ukulele Gathering: 5:00–6:30pm, 3rd Friday of each month. Open to community members
of all ages and levels of talent. Bring: a ukulele, capo, tuner, music stand, and a few songs
you are willing to share/lead/teach others with appropriate song sheets for others, if not
from songbook below. Suggested songbook: Jumpin’ Jim’s Daily Ukulele (as a base resource
to work from) if you have it.

OUR ORCAS ARE DYING
AND NEED OUR HELP

Film Night: Friday, October 25 at 7:00 pm. The Serengeti Rules (94 minutes). Please see
page 5 this issue of the Muse for more information.

Events
Apple Bee Festival: October 6, 11:45 am–3:00pm. The 2019 Annual Apple Bee Festival. The
Metchosin Pomological Society is presenting a fall fun day on Sunday, October 6 celebrating all things apple-ishious and bee-mazing.

Orca mother Tahlequah
carrying her dead baby
near Victoria in July 2018.

If you care about our Orcas:
• Visit saveourorcas.org

PHOTO: Center for Whale Research – Ken Balcomb

Help Save Our Orcas

Guest Speaker: October 17, 7:00 pm. Metchosin Community Connector. The development of an online calendar for events in Metchosin. You will be able to view the prototype
Google Calendar which four groups are already using, and be guided through the steps of
loading it. Bring your laptop. Please see page 12 of this issue of the Muse for more details.
Metchosin Historic Slideshow: October 26, 4–6:00 pm. Doug Gilbert will present pictures
from the days of early farming and aboriginals, to impressive early homes, to the Bentinck
Island Leper colony, the William Head Quarantine Station, early transportation, the original Galloping Goose commuter, the old railroad, etc. If you have historic pictures that you
think may be of interest, please contact Doug, at douggilbert24@gmail.com
Art on the Walls: Doug Gilbert in collaboration with the Metchosin School Museum
Society has organized a show of 18 historic photographs of Metchosin dating back to the
early 1900’s. They are hanging on the Community House walls. Viewing times are Monday–Friday, 9:00 am–1:00 pm. The Art on the Walls program offers the House as a wonderful venue for artists to show and display their works. For more information, please call the
MCH at 250-478-5155.

• Donate
• Tell others
Save Our Orcas Society is a legally registered “Not-For-Profit” organization under BC Laws

www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
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Want to Display
Art? Let Me Count
the Ways
Diana Smith

There are a surprising number of resources for artists in
Metchosin, many of which are
untapped or certainly underutilized. This article is a summary of those resources, both
physical and online.
METCHOSIN WEB
A big promoter of the arts
and community events is Metchosin local Larry Moss. Larry
has created MetchosinWeb.ca.
This is a community website
that, in his words, ‘is a visual
representation of our community.’ It is part community
directory, events listing and
information about all-things
Metchosin, including nature,
history and the arts. Artists can
send a one page profile and artist statement, an image of their
artwork and a photograph of
themselves to Larry who will
create a page on the website.
Artists can also add a link to
their own website, if they have
one, and information about
any on-going event they are
hosting. Contact Larry at info@
metchosinweb.ca.
You’ll also find art groups
and organizations, such as
Metchosin ArtPod and the
Metchosin Arts and Cultural
Centre Association (MACCA),
listed there, as well as shows,
like the annual Fired Up and
all this is free.
LISTING EVENTS AND ART
BUSINESS
Besides Metchosin Web and
your own facebook page or
website, there are several other
places to list events such as a
show or studio open house.
There is the Westshore Arts
Council, the MACCA events

page, Metchosin Online and
the many Metchosin related
Facebook pages.
Metchosin Online provides
a free listing for your Metchosin-based art business and/or
studio.
DISPLAYING ARTWORK
There are also several wellvisited places in Metchosin to
display art, either for free or for
a small commission or fee. The
Metchosin Arts and Cultural
Centre is one place where residents are invited to submit artwork for display. The work is
Views of the new gallery
lightly curated by the MACCA
Board and on display for two
months. People interested in
buying the work can contact
the artist directly. A new initiative by local weaver Anne
Richmond is a space for fibre
arts in the newly re-located
senior’s Resource Centre in the
Old School. Also, the District
of Metchosin Municipal Offices
has a space for art on its walls.
Online submission forms for
these venues can be found at
the MACCA website.
The Broken Paddle Coffeehouse offers their walls for
revolving art shows. Contact
details are on their website at
www.brokenpaddle.ca.
Finally one of the best places
in Metchosin to display art is
the Community House. Besides
on-going art drop-ins, residents
are able to apply to have art
on the walls for a month or
two for a tiny hanging fee of
$10 and a modest commission
of 15% on sales. You even get
to have an artist’s reception to
kick off your show at no extra
cost.

The Muse
Traveller

Patti and Ken Williams
In Old Town Dubrovnik, Croatia

ArtPod’s a Popping

Frank Mitchell

Metchosin’s new art collective,
the ArtPod, is exhibiting many
of the characteristics of any
healthy four month old: enthusiasm, charm, experiments in
all directions, while basking
in attention from art-loving
visitors.
The Pod’s second show,
September’s FALL-ing (comprising works by ArtPod
members) opened with a
stimulating reception at which
ArtPod artists briefly discussed
the creative process behind
works displayed to an unexpectedly large audience. Since
opening night, even more folk
have come through the gallery, and many have left with
new treasures for their homes.
Metchosin Day saw particularly large numbers. “I’ve been
delighted to discover that
so many people who come
through our door are artists in
their own right. I look forward
to seeing them take part in
our upcoming workshops and
open calls,” reported Podster
Memet Burnett, after one busy
Sunday staffing the gallery.
ArtPod is also learning.
For example, the blistering
pace of a show a month is
proving challenging for the
all-volunteer organization.
For that reason, the next (and
first Open-call, juried) show,
Go Figure!, will run longer,
from opening night at 7:00 pm
on Thursday, October 3 until

Sunday, November 10. Opening Night will see all new
artists displayed on our feature
wall. It will be exciting to see
their interpretations of our ‘Go
Figure!’ challenge. Well-known
East Sooke artist and teacher
Angela Menzies is the anchor
artist and will also assist with
jurying pieces for the show.
Angela’s works, which are
(mostly) of women and dogs,
range from serious to humorous. Angela will be giving a
workshop on Acrylic Sgraffito
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on
Saturday and Sunday, October
26 and 27. All levels of artists
will have the opportunity to
create two original pieces of
work.
Metchosin ArtPod’s final
show of 2019, What we Remember; What we Forget,
provides an opportunity for
Pod artists to reflect upon, explore, and illustrate the theme
of memory/ forgetting. It will
run from Thursday, November
14 to Sunday, January 12.
In addition to the themed
shows noted, the gallery’s
walls and plinths will continue
to display changing samples of
members’ eclectic works in 2D
and 3D, glass, clay, and paint.

Since early September, the
public have had the opportunity to enjoy Kym Hill’s free
jewelry cleaning and consultation on Thursdays. Also
note that Linda Simrose has
continued to host her popular
all-levels Drop-in Painting
sessions from 11:00 am–2:00
pm every other Friday. Starting
October 28, Monday Drop-in
Portrait-making (for beginners
to experienced artists) will resume, continuing a “pre-Pod”
rainy season traditional use of
this space.
For past and upcoming
events, please see MetchosinArtPod on FB. For further
information on membership
contact Diana:
dsmith2006@shaw.ca; for
programming queries contact
Memet:
memetopia@shaw.ca

Sooke Philharmonic Orchestra
Conducted by Yariv Aloni

Celebrating
the Concerto
Sunday October 27, 2019 | 2:30 PM

Sooke Community Hall, 2037 Shields Road, Sooke

HAYDN: Symphony No.104 (London)
BRAHMS: Violin Concerto in D, Op.77
Soloist: Jeanel Liang, Violin
Winner, 2019 Don Chrysler
Concerto Competition

Ticket Information
www.sookephil.ca | 250-419-3569

Making Harmony...Naturally
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RPBO’s guide at work 			

informative signage		

Photo by Allen Jones

A demonstration of bird ringing

Photo by Allen Jones

Photo by Allen Jones

All things avian on display			

Photo by Allen Jones

Rocky Point Observatory
Open House
Allen Jones

Five Star rated

By Appointment
598 Parry RD
250 508 1777 Heather

www.thegratefulpooch.ca
Facebook

On September 14, Rocky Point
Bird Observatory was open to
visitors. Guides took parties
along a bird walk that started
near Glenrosa on Rocky Point
Road. Leaving at 8:00, 9:00 and
11:00 am parties of 20 to 30
from around the area, including young and old alike, were
taken on a circuit around the
observatory area by volunteer

Ask about our foot care
nurse.
115–611 Brookside Road
by the Red Barn Market
Phone 250-590-7012
Friday is ➭

subject of observing birds. The
information that is obtained is
used for planning and environmental assessment purposes.
This year was particularly
important as it celebrated 25
years since the Rocky Point
Observatory started in 1994. It
was extended to Pedder Bay in
2012.
The celebratory cake was
enjoyed by all!

Metchosin Community Connector
– MCA Guest Speaker Series
Ric Perron

LATORIA
PHARMACY

guides. There were several
stopping points on the walk
where tents had been erected
wherein informative talks and
demonstrations of their work
were given in recording and
monitoring bird activity for the
fall period that runs from July
21 to October 18.
The guides on my tour were
Rick and Jennifer and they
passed on the benefit of many
years of experience on the

October 17, 7:00 pm
Metchosin Community House
4430 Happy Valley Road

This involves everyone interested in events and venues in
Metchosin: to create or attend
an event, to rent or book a
Hall/House/public room with
this online calendar.
The evening will be instructional. We will be connecting

to the internet (WIFI at the
House) to view the prototype
Google Calendar which four
groups are already using
to connect with other local
groups. Bring your laptop (or
take really good notes)!
This common communication through a Community
Calendar has been a long time
coming. Here is an easy workable calendar common to every
organization, club or group to
share.

Sure Wire Electrical (1979) Ltd.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Service Calls – Small Renos

DAVE RIGBY
250-883-5992 Cell

815 Tiswilde Road
Victoria, B.C.
V9C 4E8

Calendar Definition: It is
available to anyone/any group
through the cloud. It can be
each group’s “Social Media
Place” that links to their calendar or events if they wish.
Some groups already have
an online calendar that can
be easily integrated with this
new Metchosin Community
Connector.
The Calendar is for user
groups mostly to maximize
event organizing, eliminating
event conflicts, and community awareness. The calendar
allows you to view a single
or several groups’ events/activities. Privacy and intrusion
have not been overlooked.
The subcommittee meetings
established an event calendar
based on:
1. Ease of access
2. Appearance
3. Functionality – for
inputting and organizing
4. Fundraising: central
calendar to avoid conflicts
and shared help (expertise
and helpers).
This is still a work in progress, but let’s get it started on
October 17.
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BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year
LIMOUSINES
“... it's how you get there."

Saanich and Cowichan Valley Wine Tours • Brew and Spirits Tours
Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers
Gift Certificates • A Perfect Gift!
Mention this ad for 10% oﬀ our regular rates!
www.lalimo.ca

info@lalimo.ca

250-391-9000
HOME & GARDEN
CLEANING SERVICES
Indoor & Outdoor Cleaning
Yard Maintenance
Junk Removal
House Sitting( *New Service*).

...and more!
FREE ESTIMATES

By The Wave
13 Years Serving WestShore

Equestrian gymnastics. 			

Did you see the crowds on
Metchosin Day around the
Metchosin Riding Ring? If you
were elsewhere, then let me tell
you about the great activities in
the riding ring.
The Metchosin Ring has
been with us a long time. It
was formed by hardworking
horse lovers, and parents of
horse lovers, the Metchosin
Pony Club, and the Metchosin
Equestrian Society, whose volunteers continue to maintain,
to fundraise, monitor, water,
harrow, and tend it with care.
The drive to build our ring was
for the love of the horse and
for all of us who love to ride
or groom or hug or jump them
or learn dressage or working
equitation, vault with them
or just have a chance as never
before to smooth a silky nose.
The organizers and participants in the fair’s equine demonstrations and petting farm
around the riding ring were
members of the Metchosin
Equestrian Society (MES). This
year my horse was lame. Thus,
without a horse to ride or tend,
I was able to witness a variety
of equestrian events with a
kind of joyful abandon.
The horse is a flighty animal, with an instinct to flee at
any sign of danger. It takes
courage to enter our Metchosin
Ring during the fair on horseback, and it takes trust on the
part of the horse.
Stella French was a solid
presence, this year, leading

equestrian events in our ring.
Stella French is lead coach of
the equestrian drill team which
meets every Tuesday morning at the ring from May until
September. With a desire to artistically choreograph precision
maneuvers to music, we aim to
perform each year at Country
Fairs with our final show being
at home in Metchosin. Wearing bright red uniforms, our
Steppers looked like a professional riding team imported to
our country fair and the crowd
loved them as well.
The RCMP musical ride
horses are uniform, sleek black
horses, Hanoverian in breed,
of similar height and weight.
If you observed the mounts of
our Steppers, we are a potluck
of shapes and sizes and breeds.
Sabine David, rides Lady, a
20 year old Appaloosa/Thoroughbred cross, Ellen Dewar,
rides Sugar, a small, silver dapple bay Rocky Mountain mare,
Rebecca Nielsen rides Misty,
a 23 year old paint, while
Queen, ridden by Maria Erno
is a timid, Belgian/ Clydesdale Cross weighing in at 1500
pounds. Heidi, a 19-year-old
sorrel colored quarter horse
mare, belongs to Shelly Donaldson, and Leena is just a
pony; a chestnut Halflinger.
Stella French and her Mainstream Vaulters were extraordinary this year. Vaulting is
the art of gymnastic and dance
on top of a moving horse.
Stella, in her wizardly costume,
guided “Sam I Am”, a magnificent Clydesdale gelding,

250 217-6128
bythewave@msn.com

Photo by Barb Sawatsky

For the Love
of Horses
Glenys Berry

Mark and Lisa

through his paces. The vaulters, who are a variety of young
adults, children and teens
leaped to his back and performed. Sam was undaunted,
and in true horse fashion,
carried every shape and size
and skill level with unwavering dedication. Before the
vaulting, two other members
of the vaulting team, Rachel
Brears and Meredith Glidden,
performed a pas de deux, to
music. Sam I Am, trusting the
skill and cues from his rider,
transformed to dressage.
The events were repeated
in the afternoon, and crowds
were even thicker. I took my
volunteer slot in the BCSPCA
petting farm, run by Bev
Bacon. (The volunteer effort
raised $700 to aid BCSPCA
rescue horses).
More horses joined up with
those already there to participate in a demonstration of
Working Equitation. The sport
tests the horse and rider’s
partnership and ability to maneuver obstacles with finesse
and speed. Stella French, still
energetic, coached six horses
and riders through the challenging course of this new
equine sport. So, there was a
bright side to not being on the
back of my horse this year. I
saw the working parts of MES
and the countless hours put in
by our volunteers.

Rick Petillion – Certified Mechanic, 20 yrs exp.

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
Nitrogen
Force Variance
Balancing

since 1980

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA • 15 mins from Colwood Corners

Know something interesting happening in Metchosin?

www.westcoasttires.com

Talk to the Muse !
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Metchosin Day Field
and Garden Contest
Results
Judith van Manen

Thank you to all the gardeners and growers in Metchosin who
entered their fruit, vegetables, flowers, and preserves this year.
We had an enthusiastic response, receiving more entries than in
previous years. We thank our very capable and impartial judges
Derek Wulff and Bob Mitchell. They are real connoisseurs; it was
very educational for me to listen to the way they used criteria in
their evaluations of the fruits and vegetables.
Some of the produce items elicited expressions of surprise
and admiration. The cherry tomato category attracted the most
entries. The price-winning pumpkin weighed in at 101.5 pounds,
while the longest vegetable was a squash, but looked like a zucchini, and was over a meter in length. The best garden vegetable of the contest was an exquisite gray blue Cinderella-like
Queensland Blue Pumpkin. The best fruit award was given to
three perfectly shaped peaches.
The following are the 2019 ribbon first prize winners:
VEGETABLES
Beans
Longest Bean
Beets
Cabbage
Carrots
Corn
Garlic
Onions
Peas
Peppers
Hot Peppers
Kale
Potato
Largest Potato
Pumpkin
Giant Pumpkin
Squash
Sunflower
Tomatoes
Cherry Tomatoes
Zucchini
Longest Zucchini
Longest Vegetable
Weirdest Vegetable
Garden Produce Basket

Bernie Gicas
Kindrie Hunter
Carly Ingalls
Petra Heidenreichova
Kara Ingalls
Eugene Poulin
Joanne & Chris Robertson
Cheryl Ranns
Kathleen Zimmerman
Cheryl Ranns
Metchosin Farm
Joanne & Chris Robertson
Metchosin Farm
Bill Parker
Kathleen Zimmerman
Jan Poulin
Jan Poulin
Eric White
Bill Parker
Heather Showers
Joanne & Chris Robertson
Bernie Gicas
Gail Nash
Eric White
Judy & Joel Roper

FRUIT
Apples
Blackberries
Grapes
Peaches
Plums
Raspberries
Strawberries
Citrus Fruit Basket
Preserves
Cut Flower Arrangement

Metchosin Farm
Kara Ingalls
Bob Giras
Metchosin Farm
Wayne Ingalls
Cheryl Ranns
Dorothy King
Robert O’Connor
Ann Richmond
Kym Hill & Charles Knighton

BEST JUNIOR GROWERS
Kara Ingalls (blackberries, carrots, cherry tomatoes, longest bean,
weirdest vegetable)
Honorable Mention: Holnnab Davies (sunflower), Kindrie
Hunter (longest bean), Jordan & Hunter Ahlstrom (beans)
BEST FRUIT ENTRY
BEST VEGETABLE ENTRY

Metchosin Farm (peaches)
Kathleen Zimmerman (pumpkin)

BEST GARDEN PRODUCE BASKET ARRANGEMENT
Judy and Joel Roper
Runners Up:
Cheryl Ranns, Paul Spencer, Kara Ingalls, Wayne Ingalls,
Bernie Gicas, Metchosin Farm, Eric White, Carly Ingalls, Joanne
& Chris Robertson, Brett Vokes, Janette Poulin, Heather Showers,
Bill Parker, Gail Nash, Larry & Donna Hesketh, Kathleen Zimmerman, Jan Poulin, Larry Hasketh, Mairi Bourhill (peppers),
Jasper Inuik (beets)

Cookies Critter Care

SERVICES:
TRAINED IN:
Scheduled Pet Sitting
• Pet First Aid
-Dogs, Cats, Small Critters,
• Dog Safe (www.dogsafe.ca)
Small Livestock
• Dog Aggression.
Overnight Pet Sitting
• Administering Meds
-In Your Home
• Working with pets with
Drop In Pet Sitting
behavioural issues.
-30 mins onwards
Dog Walking
• Insured and Bondable
-On-leash, at the beach, at the
• Vet Recommended
park,
• References Available
it’s all good fun!
Pets
Errands & Appointments
Love
-Appointments or run pet-related
Cookies!
errands

Professional Pet Sitting and
Dog Walking since 2006

Year ‘Round Bottle Drive
For Animal Rescue!
100% of the proceeds go to local
rescues. Just call for a pickup!

Noon–4 pm Monday through Thursday
Note: We will be closed for Thanksgiving Holidays on October 13-14.

Ongoing Programs at the Seniors’ Resource Centre
Mondays 2–4:00 pm: Inter-Gen Connects Seniors and Students*
Wednesdays 1–3:00 pm: Tea Time/Coffee Chat – All welcome!
Thursdays 2–4:00 pm: Geeks and Geezers Learning Lab*
Saturdays 12–4:00 pm (throughout October: Illustrated using digital technology, for a new
generation of listeners and learners, The Legacy Project 2019 Storytellers will be featured each
Saturday afternoon during October. Local seniors will share their original works and will be
available to answer questions from the audience. All ages are welcome. Free weekly contests,
prizes and refreshments!
*Please call to schedule an appointment

Fall Drive & Dine Free Meals
Save these dates and join us for a free meal with friends. All ages welcome. Our volunteers will
drive and accompany seniors to meal outings – please call 250-478-5150 to RSVP.
Monday, October 21, 5:30–7:00 pm Monthly Community Supper at Gordon United Church in
Langford. A group of wonderful volunteers host a delicious, home-cooked meal at a welcoming
table.
Thursday, October 31, 12–1:00 pm Monthly Potluck Lunch will be held at the Metchosin Community House - Bring a dish to share with a dozen or so fine folks.
Request a drive to and from these meals or RSVP by calling 250-478-5150.

October 1, Legacy Gala
Event & Grand Opening at
our New Location
In addition to celebrating our 2019 Senior and
Student Storytellers, the Seniors’ Resource Centre extends a welcome to the community, along
with our volunteers, members, non-members
and supporters, to visit our brand new space, at
Metchosin Arts & Cultural Centre from 4–6:00
pm. on Tuesday, October 1, International Day of
the Older Person.
The celebration will include an introduction
to fifteen local senior storytellers and several
Legacy partners, who have been part of a collective Seniors’ Storytelling Project, over the past
six-months. As a result of working together,
local elders celebrated our rural culture, rich
history and long-time family memories, with
students from Westmont School, creating an
array of digital stories and illustrations to share.
The event will begin the month-long Legacy
Project Exhibit at the Metchosin Arts and Cultural Centre.
The Legacy Project Seniors’ Storytelling
Exhibit will continue from 12–4:00 pm., Monday
through Saturday until October 30, featuring
local seniors and student storytellers weekly.
Follow The Legacy Project @Community Connector Metchosin for weekly line-up.
We gratefully acknowledge the CRD Arts
Commission through the CRD Arts & Culture
Support Service for their generous support of
SRC and MACCA’s, The Legacy Project @feedthearts #crdarts #yyjarts #2019storytellers

UVic’s Chronic Pain
Self-Management Program
Returns this Fall

This evidence-based program, adapted by UVic
from Stanford University, includes Workbook
and CD, along with individual instruction
within a small group setting. This program
filled-up quickly last year, so register early!
The program can help people with chronic
conditions and pain overcome many daily

challenges to help maintain an active and fulfilling life. Participants will learn about healthy
habits, will gain confidence and motivation to
manage their health and will learn how to feel
more positive about their lives.
Email selfmgmt@uvic.ca or call Toll-Free
1-800-902-3767 to learn more, or visit
www.selfmanagementbc.ca
Start Date: Saturday, October 19, from 9:30
am - noon, for six consecutive weeks, until End
Date: Saturday, November 23, at Metchosin
Community House, 4430 Happy Valley Road in
Metchosin.

Are You Ready to Volunteer?
Metchosin Seniors Need You!

Through Metchosin’s Better at Home* program,
we are able to provide a variety of services and
supports, delivered by a dedicated team of caring volunteers.
Do you know a 65+ senior needing a drive, a
companion, a friendly visit or computer help?
Call us! We can provide help.
*Better at Home is funded by the Government of
BC and managed by the United Way.

Join MSA’s Community of
Support
A lifetime membership with Metchosin Seniors’
Association (MSA) entitles you to SRC programs, support and services, and is only $20 per
person. Seniors, family, friends and neighbours,
are all welcome to join or volunteer!
Please drop-by to fill-out a membership form
or complete a volunteer application. Please
Note: All of our volunteers complete Vulnerable
Sector Screening with the RCMP.

Pick-Up a Fall Newsletter!

We’re at 4495 Happy Valley Road in the Metchosin Arts Centre, with fully accessible entrance
ramp and washrooms. Drop by and visit us in
Room 1047 - Enter from the centre courtyard
double-ramp doors. Call 250-478-5150 or
Email info@metchosinseniors.ca to learn more.

Visit the Muse website!
• Current issue
• Back issues • Extras
• Advertising rates • Contacts

Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking In Metchosin & West Shore

250-415-9335

Hours of Operation

metchosinscookie@gmail.com
facebook #CookiesCritterCare
www.cookiescrittercare.com

www.metchosinmuse.ca
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Conservation Service
Call-Outs
JULY/AUGUST 2019
Jun 28
Jul 22
Aug 26

5K Race
Andy MacKinnon

Metchosin Day began with our
26th annual Metchosin Day 5K
Run/Walk. 123 participants
completed the gently rolling 5
km course under cloudy skies
– ideal conditions!
Fastest women were Sarah
Lewis (19:33), Megija Medne
and Anna Letkeman. Sarah
was fastest last year also, but
was eight seconds faster this
year! Fastest men were Aaron
Holmgren (16:22), Shawn
Nelson and Jericho O’Connell.
All race awards were fresh
Metchosin produce. A complete list of finishers and times
can be found at racedaytiming.
ca. Profits from the event will

Runners in the 5K Race

be donated to the Metchosin
Foundation.
As always, our thanks to our
many sponsors: to Race Day
Timing Services for timing/
results; to Frontrunners Westshore and Metchosin Country
Store for accepting registrations; to Frontrunners Westshore, LA Limousines, Jane
Hammond, and Dr. Robert
O’Connor for draw prizes; to
Sea Bluff Farm, Wind Whipped
Farm, Derek Wulff, and Silver
Rill Farm for produce; to
Metchosin Country Store for
juice; to Westshore Cycle, for
a good deal on the bike; to
Joan Rosenberg for her delicious chocolate-chip banana
bread; and to the Metchosin

Photos by Andy MacKinnon

Hall Society, for allowing us to
use the Community Hall once
again for race day registration.
A particular pleasure for me
this year was Dr. O’Connor’s
donation of a draw prize, a
grown-in-Metchosin pineapple
plant! For the two big draw
prizes, Dan MacIsaac won the
pineapple (as well as the prestigious Fastest Man in a Kilt
award), and Mark Havers won
the bike.
Thanks to all the wonderful
volunteers who helped with
everything from registration
and traffic control to water
stops and finish line. Anyone
willing and able to help out
with the 2020 race please contact me directly.

We

♥

Locals
Talk to the Muse !

Hedging &
Special Orders
See UsedVictoriaHAPPY
featureNEW
ad forYEAR!
updates and specials.
OpenTues.–Sat.,
by appointment
only until
6, 2018
Open
8:30 am–5:00
pm.February
Closed Sun.–Mon.

Aug 28

William Head Road and Swanwick Road – Sheep
killed by Black bear; buried before CO could
examine.
Barrow Road – Unaggressive Black bear wandering on property.
Rocky Point Road – Garbage conditioned Black
bear attempting to get into a dumpster; scared off
just prior to call.
Barrow Road – Large Black bear frequenting
neighbourhood; bear killed one chicken, damaged
fence and tore siding off shed. Caller challenged
bear, which bluff charged then left the area.
Woodly Ghyll - Cougar jumped fence and approached dogs; caller yelled at dogs and cougar,
which left on the trail toward Matheson Lake.
Caller felt cougar seemed very interested in his
dogs.

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4
Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel
CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Working
for our
community
Mitzi Dean
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

250-478-0422

250-952-5885
#104 - 1497 Admirals Road
Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca
MitziDean.ca

Compassionate, professional,
courteous care.
Your pets… our family

MDean-MetchMuse-1804.indd 1

2018-04-12 2:26 PM

They did what???
Caring for pets in the Westshore
since 1981. We are proud to be
members of this growing
community.

Let us know at the Muse
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The Muse Traveller

Metchosin Art Collective
– Studio, Gallery and
Workshop Centre
16 Metchosin Muse • October 2019

- coming soon to a heritage schoolhouse near you!

June. Stay tuned for the Open
House invite! They are accepting applications for a few more
For the past three months a
artists interested in joining the
group of local artists have
collective, and are also open
been figuring out a way to
to ideas from the public as to
make the ground floor gallery
what sorts of art-related activiWinners
of the
baking
contest
space
in the
former
Metchosin
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community to gather for work- shaw.ca. To take part in a quick
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gesting possible workshops/
art movie nights.” explains the
speakers/ etc., contact Margroup founder, Diana Smith.
The group gets possession of garetha (Memet) Burnett at
the
early May, and hopes memetopia@shaw.ca
Maryspace
Gidney
to have moved in by early
ADULT WINNERS:
Dessert Cakes:
1st Betty Hildreth
Theme Cakes :
1st Lily Vokay & Jeremy Yada
2nd Cassidy Simpson & Celeste Rambaron
Apple Pies:
1st Jason Gray
2nd Nour Bahgat
Berry Pies:
1st. Hana Popoff
Best in Show (cake or pie):
Lily Vokey & Jeremy Yada (cake)
Spirit of Metchosin (cake or pie):
Louisefor
Krusekopf
& Jasmine
Rodman2)(cake)
Mountain
soil deposits;
The
Sponsored by The Association
Best
Pie in Show
Jason Gray (apple)
the Protection
of Rural Metchosin
history of the successful halt to
Best
Cake in Show Betty Hildretha Kangaroo Road wetland in(APRM)
trusion; and 3) A presentation
YOUTH 12-16:
of by-law and process in use by
Pie:
1st Zuniel Sali
APRM Presentation
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Wednesday May 152nd
7:00Rowan
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JUNIOR
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An informed public can lead to
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
Cakes:
1st MakaylaaHodgetts
successful way forward.
848air@cadets.gc.ca FB 848aircadets
2nd
Griffin
Jost
This three-part forum will
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
Theme
Cake:
1st1) Ash
Brooke Price
give a retrospective
on
250-382-2052
2nd Mason & Elle Moore
www.alzheimerbc.org
Pie:
1st Addy Lynn
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION
2nd Eliana Priestly

Happiness is holiday makers
Mike and Mae Juleff reading the

Memet Burnett

‘Metchosin Muse’ on the Malecon
in Puerto Vallarta.
Photo by Mary Juleff

Metchosinites Odell Loubser and

BAKING CONTEST
RESULTS – 2019

A Presentation on Metchosin
Land Use By-Law Infractions
and some future remedies.

CLASSIFIEDS

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD:
Cassidy Simpson & Celeste Rambaron

$10 per 25 words to go in this monthly paper which is mailed
to every Metchosin household. Envelopes for submissions and
payments are provided at Metchosin Country Store.
$10
per
25for
words
to go in this
monthly
which is
mailed
Deadline
submissions
is the
15th ofpaper
each month
and
can
to every Metchosin
Envelopes
for submissions
and
be droppedhousehold.
off at Metchosin
Country
Store.
payments are provided at Metchosin Country Store.

CLASSIFIEDS

HELPis WANTED
Deadline for submissions
the 15th of each month and can
be dropped off at Metchosin Country Store.
Garden and lawn help wanted. Individual to help with weekly
lawn
and garden
property in
SAVE
OURmaintenance
ORCASon 2-acre landscaped
WANTED
Metchosin. 250-889-4312
THE IMPOSSIBLE?
Metchosin resident starts public
campaign to Save Our Orcas Mature professional (retired)
see ad in this Muse.
couple + one mature professional
Go to www.saveourorcas.org to
(retired) low impact dog seek
donate and/or volunteer.
one level (or mostly) detached
2-bdrm. house or cottage in quiet
Brian@saveourorcas.org
May 1 Garden Club Talk . . . . . rural
. . . . environment.
. . . . . . . . . . . .Trees
. . . . are
. .p. 5
Ÿ 250.391.9948
good; vistas also. Excellent referMay 11 Memorial for Noel Pemberton-Billing
. . 1. .or. .??. . . .p. 6
ences. November
Ph.(250) 478-8060

Important Dates and Events

May 12 Metchosin Farmers’ Market Returns . . . . . . . . .p. 15
May 15 APRM Presentation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 16
May 16 MCA Speaker Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 8

Important
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. . . . . . . . . . p. 11
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Metchosin Directory

Emergency Calls

911

OF RURAL METCHOSIN (APRM)
250-881-8280
FB Metchosin APRM

• Report a fire
• Report a crime
• Report an accident
• Save a life
• Imminent safety

Metchosin Fire Department:
250-478-1307
Police (Non-Emergency):
250-474-2264
Military Police Non-Emergency
(250) 363-4032
District Office (office hours):
250-474-3167

METCHOSIN EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators call in on
146.550. POD members can call FRS
(Family Radio Service) radios: Channel 1
with “0” privacy tone
METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN SOCIETY
250-478-2374
tammyberry269@hotmail.com
www.mesmetchosin.com

BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
contact@metchosinfoundation.ca
http://metchosinfoundation.ca

BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org

METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB
250-360-7557
METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424
http://metchosinhall.com/

CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/parks

METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778

FREE RANGE SINGERS
250-478-3319
FB MetchosinFreeRangeSingers
GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA
(Metchosin and Colwood)
250-478-5484
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384
METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com
METCHOSIN ARTS AND CULTURAL
CENTRE ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca
www.metchosinartcentre.ca
METCHOSIN BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
www.metchosinbiodiversity.com
METCHOSIN COMMUNITY HOUSE
250-478-5155
mcahouse@telus.net
www.metchosincommunityhouse.com
METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/meetings
METCHOSIN CRICKET CLUB
250-474-4601
www.victoriacricket.com
FB MetchosinCricketClub

METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-478-0765
METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595
METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com
METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@gmail.com
FB Metchosin Farmers’ Market
METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinsar.ca
METCHOSIN SENIORS’ INFORMATION
& RESOURCE CENTRE/METCHOSIN
SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION
250-478-5150, msirc@shaw.ca
www.metchosinseniors.ca
MT. MATHESON CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
250-642-0238
NEIGHBOURHOOD EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM
(POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com
PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY SERVICES
ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamilyservices.org
ROUGH VOICE SINGERS
September to April
250-478-0553

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Branch 91,
Station Rd, Langford Ladies Auxiliary
250-478-5484
SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca
SEA CADETS
250-478-7813
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Shelby Quissy
250-474-3812
SWANWICK CENTRE
A centre for spiritual inquiry
250-744-3354
programs@swanwickcentre.ca
www.swanwickcentre.ca
WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org
www.westshorearts.org
WEST SHORE COMMUNITY
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org
WEST SHORE PARKS AND
RECREATION
250-478-8384
www.westshorerecreation.ca
WESTSHORE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS
BAHA’I FAITH
250-514-1757
GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca
HOLY TRINITY REFORMED EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
250-727-3722
OPEN GATE CHURCH
Anglican Network
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca
ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN
Anglican Church of Canada
250-474-4119
stmarysmetchosin.ca
WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
250-478-8066
www.westsidefamily.org
WESTSONG COMMUNITY CHURCH OF
THE SALVATION ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca

The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to metmuse@shaw.ca. Individuals,
groups and organizations are invited to submit details on upcoming events, to be included under “Events” on this
page, or possibly as a separate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

