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Johnny Carline

When I interviewed Mayor 
Ranns, some weeks ago, 
about the prospective pur-
chase of the school property 
in the heart of the village, the 
closing date of the purchase 
had been postponed to allow 
Metchosin some more time 
to negotiate some details 
with the School Board and 
pursue possible financial 
aid from the Province. With 
the announcement that the 
deal had now been closed, 
I went to see him again. I con-
gratulated him on securing 
ownership of the property, 
something the community 
clearly wanted and some-
thing that had been no sure 
thing. He gave a wan smile.  
The negotiations with the 
School Board and the Prov-
ince had not been generous to 
Metchosin and we received 
no grants. We paid full price 
for the property.

To refresh the reader’s 
memory, the key to enabling 
the District’s purchase of this 
property was the decision to 
divert the policing reserves 
to the fund to purchase 
the property. The policing 
reserve is an amount set 
aside in anticipation of the 
District having to contribute 
significantly more funds to 
the Province for policing this 
District. That change will be 

triggered by a census indicat-
ing that Metchosin’s popula-
tion exceeds 5,000. The next 
census is in 2020, but the 
results are usually not made 
official for a while after the 
census is taken.

So I asked, what does all 
this mean for Metchosin? 
From Mayor Ranns’s re-
sponse and subsequent 
discussion with CAO Lisa 
Urlacher, I gleaned that the 
following were Council’s cur-
rent intentions though there 
were still lots of details to pin 
down.

The “Old School” will be 
managed by MACCA, as it is 
now. MACCA will be respon-
sible for covering the operat-
ing costs of that portion of 
the property. That is essen-
tially a no-change scenario, 
though it may be that some of 
the common costs to be borne 
by MACCA may increase 
though probably not beyond 
what they are currently ca-
pable of handling.

For the next five years, the 
“New School” will be de-
voted to revenue generation 
to help replenish the reserve 
funds that were emptied to 
enable the purchase. The re-
sponsibility for this has been 
turned over to a property 
management firm which will 
make its decisions entirely 
on commercial grounds. That 
means no Council influence, 

no preference to local busi-
ness or local interests. That 
sounds tough, but in this 
reporter’s experience is the 
only smart option.

There will also be some 
upgrades required, mainly 
in the Old School, and how 
those are to be funded needs 
to be finalised.

The CAO suggested that 
it is possible that some space 
in the New School might be 
suitable for “community use” 
while some space in the Old 
School might command a 
better commercial rental. So 
there may be some common 
sense trading of space; but 
the essential principle of the 
amount of space for commu-
nity use and the amount for 
revenue generating com-
mercial use seems to have 
been decided for the next five 
years.

The space in front of the 
school, which had been eyed 
by some for community gath-
ering space, will be needed 
for commercial parking.

The restoration of the po-
licing reserve is not expected 
to come entirely from rental 
revenues from the school 
property. Tax revenues from 
the Metchosin/Langford/
Beecher Bay land deal is a 
possible source of funds. 
Parks acquisition funds could 
be used to offset some of the 
school acquisition costs by 

designating some of the fields 
as park; the sale of Spellman 
Park on Lindholm could also 
contribute.

A MACCA representative 
confirmed that the above was 
also her understanding, but 
noted that there was quite a 
bit of uncertainty. Another 
Council watcher suggested 
that the timetable for refilling 
the police reserve might be 
a bit ambitious, given that it 
was not certain that Metcho-
sin would exceed the 5,000 
population figure by then. On 
the other hand, the possible 
tax revenues from the land 
deal might make it an alto-
gether achievable target.

So there are still some 
details to be discussed and 
ironed out and, like many 
such decisions, not every-
body will necessarily agree. 
However, what the Metcho-
sin community wanted and, 
through its elected Council 
has now achieved, is own-
ership of the property. It is 
truly our baby now, and these 
decisions about what role the 
school will play in determin-
ing the nature of our village 
are Metchosin’s to make. That 
is surely what this whole 
venture is about and good for 
all those who helped make 
it so!

A New Lease 
on Life for an 
Old School
Betty Hildreth

Kudos goes to our District 
Council and staff for hearing 
the collective voice of Metcho-
sin residents who petitioned 
to bring the Metchosin El-
ementary School building and 
property under the owner-
ship of the community. The  
Metchosin Arts and Cultural 
Centre Association (MACCA) 
is especially thrilled as their 
home-grown business pro-
posal, submitted to Council al-
most a year and a half ago, has 
been adopted as part of this 
major undertaking. MACCA 
has developed a fine-tuned 
business plan to maintain a 
local centre devoted to the arts 
and culture of our community.

Located at 4495 Happy 
Valley Road, in the very centre 
of the community, the facil-
ity and grounds of what was 
the Metchosin Elementary 
School are now owned by the 
District. This asset presents 
an ideal location to encourage 
and enhance the endeavours 
of the Metchosin local arts 
culture. This project promises 
to be an important part of the 
future use of public space in 
our village core. The District 
of Metchosin is the “landlord” 
and the arts centre (MACCA) 
is the “tenant” – managing 
studio space within the old-
est portion of the Metchosin 
Elementary School building. 

To date, the Metchosin Arts 
and Cultural Centre hosts 
studio space for: Shiloh Music 
Studio, The Old School Gal-
lery & Gifts, Blair Taylor Stu-
dio, Metchosin Soap Works, 
Canvasback Studio, plus the 
Metchosin Seniors Information 
Resource Centre and office.

Bursting on this new scene 
with classes, workshops, 
tutorials, seminars, and inter-
generational activities that 
showcase Metchosin’s unique 
vibe – the studio tenants are 
eager to embrace public partic-
ipation. The new centre, now 
being referred to by many 
as “Metchosin Place,” has 
already taken on a new, excit-
ing, and vibrant atmosphere. 
Come on in and look around. 
You will be inspired! 

It’s Our Baby Now!

The Metchosin School property – an early Christmas gift for the community.                                     Brian Domney photo

Season’s Greetings to all!
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New Recruits to Muse Team 
Brian Domney

We are very happy to an-
nounce some welcome 
additions to the Muse team. 
We’ve signed up three new 
recruits and managed to 
hang on to some veteran 
leadership.

Jennifer Burgis, one of 
Metchosin’s uber volunteers, 
has taken on the Advertis-
ing Coordinator role. Ad 
changes and requests can be 
directed to Jennifer (phone 
250-881-8280 or email 
J_burgis@telus.net). Leslie 
Eaton is a new recruit with a 
newspaper background; last 
year she won the Ma Mur-
ray Community Newspaper 
Award for ad design. 

Lily Jackson has become 
our Eastern Correspon-
dent, providing a welcome 
perspective from the wrong 
side of the Rockies. She has 
a master’s degree in Mu-
seum Studies, and works in 

communications at Canada’s 
National Ballet School. Lily, 
of course, is a dyed-in-the-
wool Metchosinite (how’s 
that for appropriate?). She 
contacted the Muse by 
email a few months ago to 
say how much she enjoyed 
keeping up with the local 
news via our online issues, 
and offered to help with 
proofing, so as you read this, 

know that Toronto is finally 
contributing something 
meaningful to the West.  
Finally, we want to report 
that Dauna Neveaux contin-
ues to play a role with the 
Muse, albeit from the new 
coordinates she and Fred 
have in James Bay. 

Welcome to the newcom-
ers and as always, a big hug 
to Dauna. 

Email metmuse@shaw.ca  Web www.metchosinmuse.ca
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MAILING ADDRESS
c/o E. Carlson 
4985 La Bonne Road 
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SUBMISSION DEADLINE AND 
HOW TO SEND COPY
The 15th of each month. Please send 
copy as an email attachment using 
Microsoft Word, text or RTF to:  
metmuse@shaw.ca. Typewritten or 
handwritten copy is acceptable if you 
have no access to a computer. Do not 
send PDFs. Photos should be high 
resolution, i.e., not taken with phone 
or tablet. Leave hard copies of articles 
in the Muse box at the Metchosin 
Country Store or fax 250-483-5352. 
Please visit our website for more infor-
mation: www.metchosinmuse.ca

AD DEADLINE
The 15th of every month for  
month-end publication. 

ABOUT THE MUSE
The Metchosin Muse is a local non-
profit, arts, interests and activities pub-
lication, produced by the Muse team. 
The opinions expressed in articles are 
those of the authors, not the paper. 
The Muse endeavours to promote  
harmony and involvement in the  
community and aims to interest a 
broad cross-section of the residents of 
Metchosin and Beecher Bay.

The Muse is delivered, free of charge, 
to most households in Metchosin. 
Copies are also available at Metchosin 
Country Store, the Community House, 
the Municipal Hall, The Broken 
Paddle Coffee Shop, My-Chosen Café, 
Red Barn Market, Happy Valley Store, 
East Sooke Grocer, Royal Bay Bakery, 
Willow Wind Feed & Tack, and at the 
Juan de Fuca and Goudy branches of 
the Greater Victoria Public Library. 

CURRENT CIRCULATION: 3000 

Metchosin Muse

Muse Subscriptions
We can mail the Muse to you each  
month for $25 a year if it is to be 
posted to a Canadian address.  
Please send your information 
and cheque to the Head of our 
Subscriptions Department:

Joan Bradley 
10 Bradene Road 
Victoria BC V9C 4B1 
Tel: 250-478-3451

Or you can email us at:  
metmuse@shaw.ca 

Visit our website!  www.metchosinmuse.ca

The Muse website provides a quick way to access Metchosin’s 
monthly newspaper, and it allows those with vision challenges to 
magnify the .pdf files to a comfortable reading size.

The current issue and issues from the past year are there, along 
with contact information and information for submissions, advertis-
ers, and deadlines. 

METCHOSIN MUSE AD RATES
Display Ad Sizes 1 Issue  2-5 Issues  6-12 Issues

Bus. Card (H) – 3.925"w x 2.5"h  $47.00 $42.00  $38.00
Bus. Card (V) – 1.9"w x 5"h  $47.00 $42.00 $38.00
2x4 – 3.925"w x 4"h  $77.00 $67.00  $59.00
1/6 page (V) – 3.925"w x 5"h  $95.00  $87.00  $75.00
1/6 page (H) – 5.95”w x 3.3”h  $95.00  $87.00  $75.00
1/4 page (V) – 4.9"w x 7.6"h  $145.00  $129.00  $115.00
1/2 page (V) – 1O"w x 7.5"h  $285.00  $265.00  $240.00
Insert 8.5" X 11" (supplied only)  $259.00  per month  per month
Full Width Banner x 2"h  $96.00  $88.00  $76.00
Full Page Ad (if available)  $569.00  ~ no additional taxes ~

Camera-ready ads only in PDF format; 
full payment in advance. We will hap-
pily recommend an ad designer with  
reasonable rates to create your ad.  
For more information please contact 
Jennifer Burgis, 250-881-8280, email 
J_burgis@telus.net.

Classified Ads
25 words or less $10
Deadline: 15th of each month. 
Monthly payment  
in advance. Please call 
Eileen Carlson 250-478-1036.

Discount on 2–5 and 6–12 issues. Full payment in advance of publication

Letters to the Editor
 
The Metchosin Muse welcomes letters to the editor, of not more than 200 words. Your letter may be edited for 
editorial style or length. Please email your letter to metmuse@shaw.ca, or leave it at the Metchosin Country 
Store. Please sign your letter. An address and telephone number are required but will not be published.

A different take on the Travelling Muse theme as new Muse 
team member Lily Jackson poses in front of the Toronto skyline. 
In this case, her copy of the Muse appears a bit dog-eared.

Forget the 
Bears, Let’s 
Save the 
Sheep
I am a sheep owner with a 
small flock that narrowly 
escaped being affected by the 
hungry bears this year. My 
naivety and foolishness about 
sheep saved me because I pur-
chased possibly the nastiest 
sheep that have ever lived.

I took home four angry, 
sour ewes and gave them a 
beautiful pasture in Metcho-
sin. Their only job is to help 
me train my dog. They failed. 
They would rather chase my 
dog and grind her into the 
ground and if my dog forgets 
to say “please” and “thank 
you” these ladies turn on her 
and chase her. Eventually my 
dog got smarter and they got 
too fat eating their beautiful 
pasture down, enough that 
we could pretend that we 
were making progress and 
they were getting nicer. Oh, 
how wrong I was.

One morning I realized 
the most evil of the group 
was missing. I searched and 
searched and eventually 
found her standing on a rock 
looking very sad. Something 
had grabbed hold of her 
shoulders and held onto her 
by the jaw. Her jaw and throat 
were swollen, she was cov-
ered in blood on her shoul-
ders, and she was in shock. 
Experts told me 
that if a sheep will 
fight, a bear will go 
and find some-
thing easier to eat 
and, of course, my 
evil sheep would 
fight being rather 
talented in that 
department and 
masterful with her 
hooves. That night, 

two neighbouring sheep died 
instead of mine.

My flock was left alone for 
the rest of the summer but I 
am an anomaly. Most farmers 
were not so lucky, with some 
losing almost their entire 
flocks to the hungry bears.

I pride myself for living 
in this wonderful commu-
nity with sheep dotted over 
the hills but with this new 
appetite of the bears I have 
concerns. First, there is no 
compensation for farmers 
who lose sheep. If it were 
cattle there would be com-
pensation but not for sheep. 
For me, this is not a problem 
because this is not my liveli-
hood, but for many others it 
is. And what about all of the 
other animals that we have in 
Metchosin? Recently, a bear 
went after a pony which was 
in a pasture surrounded by an 
electric fence.

It seems that this problem 
is going to continue until it 
gets out of control. We need 
a solution and as a tight knit 
community we must consider 
our local residents who have 
lost thousands upon thou-
sands of dollars in livestock 
this year. Somehow we must 
find a way to help compen-
sate them and to reduce fu-
ture losses before our hills are 
dotted with big black bears 
rather than white sheep.

Monique Ansty
Editor’s note: Chickens are 
having a hard time too; 
see “The Heroic Demise of 
Chubby the Rooster,” page 14. 

Metchosin 
Co-operative 
Preschool
A letter to all past parents and 
friends of Metchosin pre-
school – can you help? 

I have driven by Metchosin 
preschool most days since 
September, 1990. I have also 
spent one fifth of my life play-
ing and learning, beside many 
of you there, as the school’s 
early childhood educator. I 
can’t think of a more idyl-
lic setting for families with 
young children to spend those 
precious years of preschool 
joy and discovery: magical, 
natural and typically Metcho-
sin. Many of you, dear read-
ers, share similar warm feel-
ings and memories about this 
beautiful little school and I 
am hopeful that you will also 
want to help. I am jumping in 
to offer my support to keep 
this little place of Metchosin 
history operating … can YOU 
help too?

Mandy Webb, ECE
Editor’s note: See article by 
Joanne Beels on this subject, 
on page 10 of this issue.

Jo Beels

Jo Beels Check out the classified  
ads on page 15.
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                  Phone cards • Movie rentals • 
Galloping Goose sausage • Locally made meat 

and fruit pies • Bakery items •  Fresh produce and 
cut flowers • Hardware and Grocery •         

• Prepared sandwiches • Fresh brewed coffee • 
You need it, we have it!

Open 
Monday to Friday – 6:30 am to 9:00 pm

Saturday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am to 9:00 pm

VISA, Mastercard, Interac

Phone & Fax:  250-478-2405

MY-CHOSEN PIZZA
Pickup after noon, delivery after 4pm

OPEN: 11am–9pm seven days a week

Phone 250-474-5576

Come in and experience our 
quaint country atmosphere and 

enjoy our hearty portions of  
great home-cooked foods!

OPEN: Mon.–Fri. 10am–9 pm, Sat. & Sun. 8am–9 pm

250-474-2333
Corner of Happy Valley and Metchosin Roads

Please note: The My-Chosen Café will close at 3:00 pm 
December 11 and will also be closed December 24–26.☛

Metchosin Remembers

Johnny Carline

It was perhaps one of the 
finest remembrance services 
in Metchosin in recent years. 
The crowd seemed larger 
than usual, filling Metchosin 
Road along the full length of 
the Church frontage and then 
some. The parade was mag-
nificently led by the pipers, 
more than mastering what 
has proved in the past not to 
be an easy gig. Council was 
well represented in the pa-
rade, adding the appropriate 
gravitas to the event, while 
the young cub scout toting 
a wreath almost as big as he 
was made one recall why so 
many made the sacrifice they 
did.

At the cenotaph the Ca-
nadian anthem was beauti-
fully rendered in both official 
languages, Councillor Mac-
Kinnon’s strong voice happily 
disguising the fact that the 
crowd’s singing was a good bit 
softer for the French than Eng-
lish version (we need to work 
on that). “In Flanders Fields” 
was, for the first time in my 
experience, sung, not recited, 
and the brave young girl’s 

voice restored poignancy to a 
moving poem that sometimes 
seems almost too familiar to 
have the impact it had this 
year.

“The Last Post,” a difficult 
piece, rang out so perfectly 
that it called for the ensuing 
period of silence and remem-
brance more effectively than 
any words ever could. The 
closing prayer was spoken 
with clarity and sincerity and 
when the words: “God give us 
the grace to pray for those who 
wish us harm” were spoken, it 
brought into focus for me that 
the remembrance should not 
be simply for “our side.” 

Just recently I was re-
minded that about 30,000 
Americans moved to Canada 
to avoid fighting in what 
they viewed as an unjust war 
against the Vietnamese, who 
were simply trying to unite 
their country and rid it of for-
eign domination. At the same 
time, about 30,000 Canadians 
volunteered to fight in that 
same war, which they viewed 
as a war to limit the expan-
sion of a repressive, totalitar-
ian communist government.

I think we all wish we 
could reconcile such differ-
ent perspectives without 
having to go to war to do it. 
Having “the grace to pray for 
those who wish us harm,” 
would be a good start if it 
involved us in, at least, trying 
to understand and, if we can, 
empathize with those whose 
behaviour sometimes seems 
beyond our understanding or 
forgiveness. That is a tough 
task, and maybe Remem-
brance Day is also a Reminder 
Day for us to demonstrate our 
tolerance and help our leaders 
in pursuing those goals of 
peace and understanding that 
so many, from many nations, 
have died for.

Like so many of the fine 
events in Metchosin, the 
Remembrance Day ceremony 
would not take place without 
the work of many volunteers. 
Shelley Donaldson, Tom 
Henry and Dan O’Connell 
have led this effort for a 
number of years, supported 
by local scouts, firefighters, 
District staff and others. We 
thank them all.

Mairi and James MacKinnon set a majestic tone with their fine 
piping.  Barb Sawatsky photo

It was for the future of kids like 
him … Brian Domney photo

The end of the parade is still on Happy Valley as the head of the parade approaches the cenotaph.  Barb Sawatsky photo

Got feedback? Contact the Muse team by sending email to metmuse@shaw.ca.
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Metchosin Municipal Hall | www.metchosin.ca | 250-474-3167 | info@metchosin.ca

MUNICIPAL HALL HOLIDAY CLOSURE

The Municipal Offi  ce will be closed at noon Friday, December 22, 2017 and will reopen on 
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 8:00 am. 

MAC PAGE BRIDGE PROJECT – COMPLETE

After some heavy lifting, the Mac Page Equestrian Foot Bridge renovation is complete. 
The 22-metre wooden timber bridge that spans the Metchosin Creek has been completely 
renovated; its deck, toe boards and guard rails have been replaced by the District of 
Metchosin’s Public Works. The bridge, which was fi rst built in 1999, is located on the Hill-
man Trail that can be accessed at the end of Hillman Road or at Pears Road across from 
O’Toole Place. Take a beautiful walk now enhanced by this bridge, watch the creek run by 
or have a seat at the memorial bench.

BUSINESS LICENCE RENEWAL REMINDER 

Business licence renewal notices went out in the mail in October for the 2017/2018 busi-
ness licence year (Nov to Oct). Every business operating in Metchosin, including home-
based businesses, requires a business licence. Metchosin participates in the regional inter-
municipal business licence scheme so that businesses such as contractors and mobile sales 
based in Metchosin only need one licence to operate in the region. Please note that if your 
business licence is 2 years outstanding, licences will be terminated, as per Section 14(c) 
of the Business Licence Bylaw. Reinstatement would then be subject to a new application 
and inspection, along with an additional fee of $25.

VICTORIA FAMILY COURT AND YOUTH JUSTICE COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT

If you are interested in representing Metchosin on the Family Court and Youth Justice 
Committee, please submit a letter of interest to the Council at the Municipal Hall or by 
email to info@metchosin.ca. For more information check their website at www.victoria 
familycourt.ca.

OUTSTANDING PROPERTY TAXES TO ACCRUE INTEREST BEGINNING IN JANUARY

If you have unpaid 2017 property taxes, please make payment arrangements in order to 
avoid interest charges beginning in January 2018. Metchosin off ers a property tax monthly 
payment program to assist in pre-paying next year’s taxes.

WINTER ROADS

Please remember that ice control and snow plough service is provided on priority route 
basis, with Happy Valley, Metchosin, William Head, Rocky Point and Kangaroo Roads be-
ing top priority. Next are school bus and BC Transit routes, followed by all other roads.

DISTRICT OF METCHOSIN MEETING SCHEDULE 

Below are the meeting dates and times for the upcoming month. Meetings are held in the 
Council Chambers at 7:00 pm unless otherwise stated. 

Meetings are subject to change; for updated information, please call the district offi  ce at 
250-474-3167 or refer to the website at www.metchosin.ca. Thank you.

COUNCIL NEWS DECEMBER 2017

Finance and Environment 
Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec 4 

Highways and Public Works 
Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec 4 

Parks Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec 4

Planning Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec 4
Healthy Communities Advisory 

Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec 6 
Council Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec 11 

11am – 4pm, Thu-Sun                         250-884-0984

Now open at the Metchosin Arts and Cultural Centre
4495 Happy Valley Road (the old Metchosin school)

FEATURING:
• Hand-crafted leather belts

• Bicycle handlebar bags/panniers

Manufacturing and repair of leather and canvas goods including:
Harness, tack and horse blankets

Motorcycle accessories
Marine canvas and upholstery

Canvasback Studio

778-265-9765 

BACK PAIN?  GOLF INJURY?  
CHRONIC PAIN?  

ACUPUNCTURE | FOUNDATION TRAINING 
MASSAGE THERAPY | COLD LASER THERAPY 

Complex Next to Red Barn Market 
Ground Level, 627 Brookside Rd. 

Rick Petillion – Certified Mechanic, 20 yrs exp.

Kick off Christmas with the 
Pearson College Concert

The Muse Traveller
Donna Berndt may be bonefi shing off  

the south Bimini Islands in the Bahamas, 
but she is hooked on the Muse! Johnny Carline

On December 3, Pearson Col-
lege’s international students 
are once again going to bring 
us music, laughter, a sense 
of camaraderie and belong-
ing from around the world. 
You can expect there will be 
talented solo performances, 
singing, instrumental and 
dance performances and, 
most of all, we look forward 
to the infectious spirit of 
youth, friendship and fun that 

has given us all an uplifting 
start to the Christmas season 
over the years. In addition, 
there will be the fun of the 
traditional dessert raffl  e and 
light refreshments, all made 
by Metchosin bakers.

There are only four or fi ve 
“absolutely cannot miss” 
events held each year in 
Metchosin, and this is one of 
them. It will be held at the 
Metchosin Community Hall, 
beginning at 7:00 pm, doors 
open at 6:30 pm. Admission is 

by donation of either food-
stuff s for the Food Bank or 
cash, the net proceeds to be 
shared by the Food Bank and 
the Pearson student travel 
fund for family emergencies. 
The sponsoring organization, 
the Metchosin Community 
Association, will receive the 
proceeds from the refresh-
ments and dessert raffl  e.

Come early to get a seat. 
This is almost always a 
standing-room-only event.

Be Bear and Cougar Smart! For information about staying safe around wildlife, 
please visit the district website: www.metchosin.ca/content/wildlife-resources
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Dawn Boshcoff

Holiday 
Happenings
SIRC will be closed from 
Friday, December 22, 2017 to 
Sunday, January 7, 2018. We 
extend best wishes for the 
happiest of holidays and look 
forward to welcoming 2018 
with our many friends! 

– SIRC Coordinator, 
Dawn Boshcoff  and 

MSA Board of Directors

Winner of the 
Gourmet Dinner
On November 15, MSA Board 
Members hosted a lively tea 
party and drew the winning 
ticket for the popular Gour-
met Dinner. The lucky prize 
winner was SIRC member 
and local resident, Don Plank. 
Congratulations!

The annual fundraising 
event features a six-course 
gourmet dinner, prepared by 
talented resident cooks, to be 
enjoyed by the winner and 
seven of their invited guests. 

Ticket sales by MSA Board 
volunteers helped to raise 
over $4,000, to continue their 
support towards SIRC’s 
many free program off erings. 
MSA Directors extend a huge 
thanks to everyone who pur-
chased a ticket, and to those 
who are eagerly waiting to 
deliver this fi ne dining experi-
ence! “We can’t wait!” says 
Vice-Chair, Helen Fletcher. 
“The evening promises again 
to be most entertaining, el-
egant and enjoyable!” 

SIRC’s New 
Neighbours at 
the Old School 
Gallery
If you missed celebrating 
with our “new” neighbours 
at the Old School  Gallery, we 
encourage you to visit to fi nd 
great holiday gift ideas, fea-
turing many of Metchosin’s 
most talented artists, many 
of whom are SIRC members. 
Along with a variety of new 
courses planned for 2018, 
Mixed Media Holiday Cards 
will be off ered as a course on 
Saturday, December 2 from 
1:00 to 4:00 pm. There is a 
materials fee. Please call for 
more details.

Drive and Dine 
Monthly Meals 
There is no cost to attend 
and all ages are welcome! 
We drive and dine twice 
monthly and enjoy a meal 
together at MC House Potluck 
Lunches and Gordon United 
Church Community Suppers. 
Please call SIRC to RSVP or 
volunteer.

Potluck Lunch at Met-
chosin Community House: 
Thursday, January 25

Gordon United Com-
munity Suppers: Monday, 
December 18 and January 22

Flu Clinic Draws 
Record Numbers
SIRC, Metchosin Fire Depart-
ment and our local IDA Lato-
ria Pharmacy partnered again 
in November to bring fl u vac-
cinations to local seniors and 
their families. MSA extends 
a huge thanks to Moham-
med Zeid, Pharmacist, local 
Nurse Donna Gramigna, and 
Pearson UWC College Nurse, 
Susan Duff ell-Warthe, for 
their help and for including 
student volunteers, Francesca 
Byblow and Gabe Haile-
silasse, from University of 
Victoria’s Nursing program. 
SIRC Board Members and 
volunteers from Metchosin’s 
Emergency Program assisted 
more than 250 individuals at 
the 2017 Flu Clinic, our fi rst in 
a series of health off erings. 

2018 Health and 
Vaccination Series
Pneumonia Vaccination and 
Medication Review: Thurs-
day, Dec. 7 by appointment.

2018 Medication Review 
Mondays: Throughout 
January by appointment only. 
Pharmacist Mohamed Zeid 
will provide an individual 
consultation, either at SIRC 
or in the privacy of your own 
home, to review your pre-
scription medications.

Tetanus Vaccination: 
Thursday, February 15 at 
SIRC by appointment. 

Please call SIRC 250-
478-5150 to schedule your 
appointment. 

Did you know? 
SIRC has applications on 
hand for helpful programs 
that serve seniors, including 
premium medical assistance, 
handicap stickers, registra-
tion for handiDART and taxi 
voucher program; informa-
tion on BC Hydro’s Energy 
Conservation Program; legal, 
health, emergency and safety 
resources, and quick access to 
information when you or your 
family need it most! 

SIRC’s Seasonal 
Newsletter 
Our 2018 Winter Newsletter is 
available now free of charge. 
Please drop by to pick up 
your copy or to enquire about 
programs, services and vol-
unteer opportunities. SIRC is 
located at 4495 Happy Valley 
Road in the Metchosin Arts 
and Cultural Centre on the 
main fl oor.

Call us at 250-478-5150 to 
subscribe or follow us on 
Facebook @SIRC.

SENIORS’ INFORMATION 
AND RESOURCE CENTRESIRC 

Winter Hours of Operation
SIRC is open from 12 noon-4:00 pm Monday through 
Thursday and closed Friday through Sunday.

Weekly Fall Programs
Mondays Geeks and Geezers Learning Club
2:00-4:00 pm Seniors and Students Inter-Gen Connect 

(Register now at SIRC for 2018)

Wednesdays Tea Time – Coff ee Chat
1:00-3:00 pm  All welcome!

Thursdays Log on, Learn and Play any time at
2:00-4:00 pm  SIRC’s Open Computer Lab

SIRC has free wifi , laptops, desktops, printers, readers, tab-
lets, Macs, smartphones, etc., for our members, to learn on 
and borrow. Please call to book your personal Geek 
Session for up to one hour.

SIRC member Audrey Jenkins is delivered by her son to the local Flu 
Clinic in November. This year’s clinics saw a record turnout of more 
than 250 individuals.   Dawn Boshcoff photo

LATORIA 
PHARMACY 
Ask about our  
foot care nurse. 
115–611 Brookside Road 
by the Red Barn Market

                 Friday is ➭

	  

	  
	  

Flexibility,	  Fitness,	  Inner	  Peace	  
	  

	  
Iyengar	  Yoga	  is	  a	  safe	  and	  healthy	  practice.	  Classes	  for	  all	  levels	  from	  new	  to	  

experienced.	  Qualified,	  dedicated	  teachers	  provide	  individualized	  instruction	  in	  a	  
peaceful	  rural	  setting.	  

	  

Come	  experience	  this	  jewel	  in	  Metchosin	  
	  

Located	  at	  3777	  Duke	  Road	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Phone:	  778-‐967-‐2952	  
Email:	  	  metchosinyogastudio@gmail.com	  	  	  Facebook:	  Westshore	  Metchosin	  Yoga	  Studio	  

Website:	  www.westshoremetchosinyoga.com	  

Metchosin Yoga

 P                              PLEASE JOIN US 
 

 
Metchosin Fire Hall 
SUNDAY, DEC 17 

 

Free - Drop in 
10am – 1pm 

 

    BREAKFAST WITH SANTA! 
 

 

    Pancakes & Sausage  
Hot Coffee/Tea/Chocolate 

     Crafts & Activities for the Kids 
 
 
 
 

           And of course, a picture and visit 
                    with the Big Guy himself! 

For more information please call 
the fire hall at 250-478-1307 

with the Big Guy himself!with the Big Guy himself!

     Crafts & 

           And of course,
                    

 
ACCEPTING 

DONATIONS FOR 
THE 

GOLDSTREAM 
FOODBANK 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Service Calls – Small Renos

DAVE RIGBY
250-478-3228  Tel/Fax
250-883-5992  Cell

815 Tiswilde Road
Victoria, B.C.

V9C 4E8

Sure Wire Electrical (1979) Ltd.

Tell them you saw it 
in the Muse!
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December again, where do 
the years go? Winter seems to 
have arrived early, so are your 
tools all hung up, cleaned 
and oiled? Outdoor taps off 
and drained? Bulbs planted? 
Tender things mulched? 
Leaves raked and sent to the 
compost? If you can check off 
all these, you are doing better 
than most of us. I find a gar-
den notebook is a good thing, 
particularly as the years tend 
to run together.

What did well in this year 
of drought? What just plain 
died or looks so sad it is 
probably not worth growing 
again? Which veggies did 
spectacularly, which needed 
more water or a bit of shade, 
and so forth? Last year’s seed 
order lists are a good thing 
too, reminding us that we do 
not need yet another try at 
whatever. 

One of the rules of garden-
ing is that the production of 
the veggie is in inverse pro-
portion to the general liking 
of it by the family. If the fam-
ily favourite is corn, the most 
hated beets, you can bet beets 
will do well while corn suffers 
some catastrophe.

If you save your seeds, 
remember a plastic envelope 
spells disaster, so use paper 
or cellophane, make sure 
they are totally dry, put in a 
sealable tin and store in a cool 
place. Label, label, label with 
variety and year. The 5 seeds 
of heritage beans I got at the 
Metchosin Foundation’s AGM 
did well, we had a couple of 

meals, I canned three pints 
and have saved a couple of 
tablespoons of seeds; the po-
tatoes did not produce as well 
as I had hoped, but I have 
enough for a meal as well as 
some to save for next year. 
They were in a large pot and 
obviously would have done 
better in the ground.

I have given a Christmas 
list in many December issues 
of the Muse, so you all know 
good tools, a 5 gallon bucket 
buddy and a suitable wheel-
barrow being the main things. 
Ask around – and good luck 
here – if you need a fruit tree 
pruner next month. Good 
ones are rare and booked. Our 
fruit production was abysmal 
this year, so an expert pruning 
is more necessary than usual. 
Don’t forget to order print 
catalogues if you haven’t 
completely changed to read-
ing them online. I still like the 
printed ones – you can put 
slips of paper on pages you 
need to refer to, scribble com-
ments, and read them in front 
of the fire rather than in front 
of the computer.

On the other hand, really 
obscure stuff is easy to find 
with Google or the search 
engine of your choice. Either 
way you can waste a lot of 
time dreaming of perfect roses 
or cabbages on a winter after-
noon. The garden is always 
at its best then, too, no blight, 
drought or deer!

I checked the reference 
book I frequently use, Down to 
Earth Gardening (1982) by Jack 

and Hilda Beastall, to see if 
the chores of the week for De-
cember were substantially dif-
ferent in these days of global 
warming. Not so. It is still: 
keep an eye on the cold frame, 
insulate the outdoor taps, 
use your old Christmas tree, 
cut up, to mulch early spring 
bloomers, turn the compost if 
weather permits. 

Parsnips, Jerusalem arti-
chokes, leeks, Swiss chard, 
lettuce, endive and some 
cabbage family greens should 
be next to the paths for easy 
harvest. They also warn about 
poisonous berries on some of 
the usual decorating staples 
– holly, ivy, mistletoe and 
Jerusalem cherry, particularly 
if you have small children.

I am always shocked at the 
price of evergreen decora-
tions you can make at home 
without going far from the 
house to get branches. After 
a good wind they are avail-
able on the roadsides and 
most of us have one or two 
on the property. Grand fir is 
the most perfumed: a branch 
or two smell like Christmas 
according to my family – but 
if severe allergies abound, it is 
the one to avoid.

Visit the following site for 
a checklist for garden design 
and interesting reading if you 
plan to make any changes: 
www.garden design.com/
pdf/how-to- design-your-
dream-garden.pdf.

I hope you all have a happy 
and healthy festive season 
and best wishes for 2018.

The Rural Gardener
by Isabel Tipton

Quality High Speed  
Colour Copies 

Blueprints • Typesetting
Rubber Stamps

Laminating
Business Cards 

Public Fax Service 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
8:00 am–5:30 pm

SATURDAY:
10:00 am–5:00 pm

250-478-5533
2811 Jacklin Rd. 

(near Goldstream)

 

250-478-0422 
Compassionate, professional, 

courteous care. 

Your pets… our family 

 

Caring for pets in the Westshore 
since 1981.  We are proud to be 

members of this growing 
community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barb Sawatsky

After placing the ad “Enter 
to win a free haircut and 
straight razor shave” on Met-
chosin Online recently, Matt 
Priestly’s phone began ping-
ing with booked appoint-
ments. It seems that opening 
a barbershop in Metchosin 
has been a good move for 
both Matt and the men and 
kids of this community.

Matt (aka Redbeard), 
wife Nicola and six-year-old 
daughter Elli, purchased 
Norm and Mary Gidney’s 
former home on Rocky Point 
Road and have turned the 
living room into the funkiest, 
coolest barber shop on the Is-
land, if not in all of BC. It has 
the feel of a “hang out room” 
with great background music 
and comfortable furniture, 
bringing to mind the atmo-
sphere of a fine gentleman’s 
parlour of the 1930’s or 40’s. 
Redbeardbarber may be the 
first barbershop in Metcho-
sin’s history and Matt is 
doing it with style. 

After working 20 years 
at Costco, this marathon-
running, craft-beer enthusi-
ast wanted to add something 
extra to his life’s resume. 
Barbering, “not a service you 
can get on-line,” as he told 
my husband, came to mind. 
To acquire some hands-on 
practice, he gave his friends 
at work free haircuts and 
after a year Nicola suggested 
he acquire his ticket. This 
completed, he dropped his 
Costco hours to part-time, 
giving up his manager’s 
position, and worked in 
other barbershops to evalu-
ate business models. He is 
now ready to open his doors 
as Metchosin’s barber. When 
first meeting Matt, you’ll 
see how the business name 
was chosen: he sports a most 
impressive, well-trimmed, 
red beard. 

As befits someone who has 
put a lot of thought and hard 
work into his new endeavour, 
Matt is detail oriented and 

plans to give more than just 
a haircut, booking clients 
in half-hour slots so they 
don’t feel rushed. He likes a 
traditional look, proper taper-
ing and does Turkish-style 
straight razor shaves – hot 
towels, oils, etc. which befits 
my neighbour’s mandate: 
“it’s all about the experi-
ence.” He intends to keep his 
prices competitive with shops 
who book much shorter ap-
pointments. I know of at least 
two men on my Christmas 
list who are receiving gift 
certificates to Redbeardbarber 
this year. 

Judging by the early 
response to his social media 
ads, Matt is shaping up to 
be a very busy barber, filling 
a niche in our community. 
In addition to his half-hour 
appointments he has plans to 
add some drop-in hours one 
day a week. He also under-
stands if a client is in some-
what of a hurry and has less 
than a half hour to spare for 
the full treatment. 

His Readbeardbarber’s 
Facebook page has a Book 
Now button directly under 
and to the right of his logo.

Welcome to Metchosin 
Matt, Nicola and Elli and all 
the best wishes for great suc-
cess in your new business. 

Redbeard Has Moved 
to Metchosin!

Matt Priestly (aka Redbeard) 
downs his clippers to catch up 
with the news in the Muse.

Ryan Broughton photo

The Metchosin Foundation
Jim MacPherson

In 2008, a small group of Met-
chosinites decided that the 
protection of the Metchosin 
experience needed to go be-
yond personal commitment. It 
needed a means by which the 
public could contribute and 
invest in the protection of a 
vision of Metchosin’s future. 
And so was born the Metcho-
sin Foundation, whose aims 
are to support Metchosin’s 
rural character, harmonious 
community and unique eco-
systems. Ambitious goals, but 
the Foundation has a pretty 
comprehensive approach 
which volunteers believe will 
pay off in the future.

Some of this involves envi-
ronmental education. Founda-
tion volunteers have worked 
with partners at Metchosin’s 
Hans Helgesen and Westmont 
Montessori schools as well as 
Belmont and Royal Bay High 
Schools. A backpack kit with 
outdoor education materials 
for both elementary schools, a 
Nature Card project describ-
ing 50 Metchosin plant species 
for free distribution in these 
schools, providing speakers for 
school classes, laminated maps 
of Metchosin and Metchosin 
environments – these are some 
of the activities that Metchosin 
Foundation volunteers have 

worked on. The Nature Card 
project was a large undertak-
ing and comprised a team of 
photographers, naturalists, 
and educators, all of whom 
live in Metchosin. The Founda-
tion also supports a scholar-
ship program for Metchosin 
and Beecher Bay high school 
students. 

One of the founding pas-
sions of Foundation volun-
teers was to establish a means 
of providing long-term pro-
tection for the region’s natural 
environments. This led to the 
establishment of partnerships 
with the Habitat Acquisition 
Trust and The Land Conser-
vancy to implement a volun-
tary Conservation Covenant 
program. The most recent 
covenant, now being regis-
tered with Land Titles, covers 
Calypso Woods, adjacent to 
Sooke Hills Wilderness Park.

Since its beginning, Met-
chosin Foundation volunteers 
have worked with landown-
ers who are interested in pre-
serving, in perpetuity, unique 
environments and ecosystems 
on their properties. Establish-
ing Conservation Covenants 
can be a long process, usually 
taking at least three years. 
The Foundation has provided 
technical help with baseline 
inventories and financial 
support.

Through its activities and 
the support it has given to the 
like-minded, the Metchosin 
Foundation has contributed 
to a vastly improved knowl-
edge of the District’s natural 
environment. Every year the 
Foundation supports Metcho-
sin’s Bioblitz and Mycoblitz. 
Dozens of volunteers gather 
for these events to give a real 
in-depth species count of ev-
erything from birds and but-
terflies to lichen and fungi at 
some Metchosin location. Out 
of these “blitzes” have been 
discovered red and blue listed 
species, species that were pre-
viously unknown here, and 
species whose numbers ap-
pear to be declining. To date 
almost 2400 distinct species 
have been catalogued.

The Foundation also gives 
moral support to Metchosin’s 
monthly Talk and Walk pro-
gram where knowledgeable 
speakers talk to large audi-
ences about some aspect of 
the natural environment that 
has relevance to Metchosin, 
and then go investigate it in 
the field the following day.

These are just some of 
the activities that Metchosin 
Foundation volunteers are 
engaged in. For further in-
formation on the Metchosin 
Foundation, please see www.
metchosinfoundation.ca.

METCHOSIN vOLUNTEERS 
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Anta Ndour (Senegal) and Marta 
Cabras (Italy), Pearson College

Apart from attending Pearson 
College UWC, our greatest 
life experience so far has been 
volunteering with KULE in 
Kenya last July. 

Supervised by one of our 
teachers Geoffrey Tindyebwa, 
the founder of KULE Founda-
tion International, the KULE 
enthusiasts would meet every 
Thursday around ice cream 
and cookies to discuss strate-
gies to fundraise for commu-
nity development projects in 
Mukangu village in central 
Kenya. The main project last 
summer was continuing the 
building of a primary school, 
to save the little ones from 
trekking to school daily.

For three weeks some 
of us from Pearson teamed 
up with counterparts from 
the International School of 
Geneva to work side by side 
with the local villagers on the 
construction site. In addition, 
Shamim Mohammad (Kenya) 
and Hannah Brendell (Na-
mibia) launched the feminine 
hygiene initiative for girls in 
the local secondary school. 

As a breather from the 
strenuous work on the con-
struction site we visited a few 
schools where we had a lot 
of fun through intercultural 
activities with the children. 
These wonderful experiences 
taught us how to work collab-
oratively and take on leader-
ship and responsibility. It 
was exciting to be so warmly 
received by the host commu-
nity. Some of the local people 
working with us told us how 
the people were grateful for 

the way KULE has been mak-
ing a fantastic difference in 
the village for many years.

For us, though, it was all 
like a dream, especially when 
we spent the final week living 
in the home of the elders’ 
chairman, a long-time col-
laborator of KULE’s. It was 
fascinating to learn how to 
cook some local dishes, like 
“chapati,” and to milk the 
cows and goats in the home-
stead. The evening walks 
in the village and the many 
friendly greetings from the 
neighbours are not easy to 
forget. Feeling so much at 
home far, far away from home 
was indescribable. Seeing the 
villagers so poor and yet so 
happy helped to destroy for 
us the myth that happiness 
depends on how much mate-
rial wealth you have.

All of this was made pos-
sible by the work we did dur-
ing the school year at Pearson 
College and the contributions 
from our donors. It was truly 
empowering to have par-
ticipated in raising some of 
the funds and seeing it spent 
on such a good cause in the 
village. Perhaps even more 
joyful was to see the sincere 
happiness of the beneficiaries. 
It was most touching to see 
some village women visit us 
at the construction site, carry-
ing food gifts (boiled maize, 
potatoes, and tea) in apprecia-
tion of our efforts for them.

A good example of KULE’s 
contribution is the library 
built for the community some 
years ago. It is the first ever 
library in the district and the 
only one so far. Thanks to 
KULE – and the Metchosin 

community whose donations 
at a previous concert helped 
to complete the project – the 
library has had a dramatic 
impact on the quality of edu-
cation there. According to the 
Mukangu secondary school 
head, this year will see 50 of 
the 80 or so of his students at-
tend national universities. Be-
fore the library, the maximum 
was three per year. Many 
times we were told of the 
“miracle” we were continu-
ing to perform in the village 
by trying to make education 
accessible to the little ones 
who are still walking long 
distances to school daily. 

We learned how the 
primary school, despite the 
dilapidated buildings, was 
performing brilliantly in pro-
vincial examinations because 
of the library books Pearson 
College students and other 
well-wishers continue to 
donate to the library. We were 
so happy to discover what 
a  positive influence we were 
having in the lives of others 
less privileged than us. We 
were touched by the primary 
school head’s anecdotes about 
some of the kids hungrily 
asking for more story books 
to read. Indeed, some of us 
wished we had grown up 
with such passion for reading.

We have the passion to 
continue working with KULE 
to support such kids and 
to continue working with 
the Mukangu villagers to 
improve the quality of life 
there. Our hope is to continue 
with the initiative launched 
by Shamim and Hannah for 
empowering girls and maybe 
women in general. We also 

hope to complete – or at 
least further enhance – the 
construction of the primary 
school. To achieve these 
objectives, we hope to raise 

the required funds through 
several ventures and with all 
those who share the passion 
and joy of giving.

Pearson Students Discover the Joy of Giving

Teaching drawing to the children.  Marta Cabras photo

Helping at the primary school construction site. Marta Cabras photo

Pearson’s Geoffrey Tindyebwa 
with the kids who had made 
him a hat from banana fibre. 

Marta Cabras photo

The KULE 2017 group at Shalom Academy, one of the children’s centres. Marta Cabras photo
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Every Tuesday and Wednesday night we offer lessons on 
how to make soap from start to finish. You then have the 
opportunity to design and create your own handcrafted soap.

The cost is $75 plus GST. You will take home 4 lbs of soap 
that cut into 18 one-inch bars. We offer a 2-for-1 special: 
bring a friend for FREE and share the soap – split the cost 
and it is less than $39 each! 

To register, sign up at www.MetchosinSoapWorks.com,  
click on “Learn 2 Make Soap,” or call 250-857- 4677.

OPEN HOUSE  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16

We have lots of specialty bath items for the holidays!

• Olive Oil Soap • Bath Salts • Shampoo Bars  
• All-Natural Deodorant • Fishy Soap  

• Shaving Bars • Soap on a Rope • Bath Bombs  
• Lavender and Grand Fir Room Sprays  

• Vintage Metal Signs (Ideal for Man Caves) 
• Gift Certificates for Soap Making Lessons  

• Lots of Stocking Stuffers

We will be open every day from  
December 16 to 23, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.  

Metchosin Soap Works is located at 4495 Happy 
Valley Road in the Old Metchosin School House 

(MACCA), across from My-Chosen Café.

www.MetchosinSoapWorks.com

Thank you for shopping local; 
together we can keep our Planet clean! 

Gift Certificates for Soap Making Lessons 
available for purchase.

opportunity to design and create your own handcrafted soap.

The cost is $75 plus 
that cut into 18 one-inch bars. We offer a 2-for-1 special: 
bring a friend for FREE and share the soap – split the cost 
and it is less than $39 each! 

To register, sign up at www.MetchosinSoapWorks.com, 
click on “Learn 2 Make Soap,” or call 250-857- 4677.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
We have lots of specialty bath items for the holidays!

• Olive Oil Soap • Bath Salts • Shampoo Bars 

• Shaving Bars • Soap on a Rope • Bath Bombs 

• Vintage Metal Signs (Ideal for Man Caves)
• Gift Certificates for Soap Making Lessons • Gift Certificates for Soap Making Lessons 

December 16 to 23, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm.  

Metchosin Soap Works is located at 4495 Happy 
Valley Road in the Old Metchosin School House 

together we can keep our Planet clean! 

Gift Certificates for Soap Making Lessons

Learn 2 Make Soap!

Natexa Verbrugge – 
2017 Metchosin Citizen 
of the Year
Jo Mitchell

Due to a family illness in 
California, Natexa was un-
able to be at Metchosin Day 
when this year’s awards were 
presented. A special ceremony 
was arranged at the October 
23 Council Meeting when 
Mayor Ranns made the an-
nouncement to an enthusias-
tic and crowded chamber that 
Natexa Verbrugge was the 
2017 Citizen of the Year. 

Born in Holland exactly 
nine months after VE Day, 
Natexa, whose father was the 
doctor of Zaltbommel and 
whose mother was an accom-
plished pianist and profes-
sional singer, came with her 
parents to British Columbia 
in 1951. She graduated from 
Prince of Wales high school, 
and left UBC in her third year 
to work so that she could get 
married. After two children, 
Texie in 1966 and Isolde in 
1968, and a divorce in 1970, 
she returned to UBC, obtained 
her Bachelor of Education and 
law degree. She was called to 
the bar in 1976, practicing law 
in the Vancouver area.

At this time Natexa took 
her girls on many riding 
holidays in the interior. She 
fell in love with the idea 
of a ranch and pub and in 

1982 purchased the 36-acre 
Rocking Horse Ranch Pub 
in Nanoose Bay. She rebuilt 
the rodeo arena and holding 
pens with railroad ties, and 
bought 10 horses and tack for 
a trail-riding operation run 
by Texie and Isolde. Natexa, 
meanwhile, also hosted jam 
sessions at the pub, skydive 
boogies, four rodeos and sev-
eral equestrian show events!

Appointment to the BC 
Council of Human Rights in 
1984 ultimately meant the sale 
of the Rocking Horse Ranch 
and moving to Victoria. With 
her two girls and four horses 
she needed a rural property, 
and with great luck discov-
ered a house with a four stall 
barn on Wedgewood Place in 
Metchosin which remained 
her home for the next 32 
years. It was at this time that 
she started a law practice in 
Colwood.

While investigating the 
purchase of a house next 
to Metchosin Hall with the 
idea of turning it into an inn, 
(which Council refused to 
re-zone), Natexa met local 
political activist Shirley Wilde 
(author of “On the Wilde 
Side” in the Westside Home-
town Magazine). At Shirley’s 
encouragement, Natexa 
decided to run for Metchosin 

Council in the 1990 municipal 
election. Relatively unknown, 
Natexa spent a lot of hours 
on our major roads with 
a big smile, wearing a hot 
pink tracksuit and holding a 
sign “Elect Me — Natexa.” 
It worked, and she became a 
Metchosin Councillor, serving 
for the fi rst term under Mayor 
Hermann Volk, and then John 
Ranns for two more terms, 
a total of nine years. Centre 
Mountain, the pollution of 
Bilston Creek by Lilydale, 
and the construction of a new 
Fire Hall were just a few of 
the very contentious issues in 
which Natexa was very much 
involved. 

Declining to run for a 
fourth term in 1999, Natexa 
was able to spend more time 
with her family, piano, and 
horses. But she was happy 
to join the Parks and Trails 
Advisory Committee, becom-
ing Chairperson in 2003, a 
position she has held until 
this year when she moved 
to Esquimalt Lagoon. When 
asked about her achievements 
with that body, she gave 
credit to her fellow committee 
members, particularly trail 
coordinators Mark Atherton, 
Norman Gidney and Brent 
Donaldson, for the work they 
had done on our local trails. 

Natexa is especially proud of 
the Kangaroo Roadside Trail, 
the Rocky Point Roadside 
Trail to Winfall, Blinkhorn 
Lake Nature Park, the Joe 
Lodge Trail and the Pearson 
College Trail.

Beside all these activities, 
Natexa is an accomplished 
musician, having played the 
piano since the age of 5. She 
has performed numerous 
recitals in Metchosin to ben-
efi t the community. She was 
also a board member of the 
Victoria Symphony from 2008 
to 2014.

A busy lady indeed, Na-
texa Verbrugge’s tremendous 
contribution to Metchosin 
of nine years on Council, 13 
years as Chairperson of the 
Parks and Trails Advisory 
Committee and so many other 
local interests, makes her 
most deserving of the title of 
“Citizen of the Year.”

Kathy Atherton made 
the following comment 
on Natexa Verbrugge’s 
Parks and Trails Com-
mittee contribution: 

“ Mark and I both agree 
that Natexa has been a 
phenomenal resource of 
archival information re-
lating to parks and trails. 
Her legal background 
was also useful in deal-
ing with technicalities 
of subdivision etc. and 
mostly I remember her 
as a stalwart champion 
of getting the best pos-
sible outcome she could 
in the District’s favour 
when any new trails 
were acquired through 
subdivision.”

A delighted Mayor Ranns congratulates Natexa Verbrugge on her 
Citizen of the Year Award.   Brian Domney photo
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Know any interesting residents of Metchosin?  
Submit a story about them to the Muse!

250-415-9335
metchosinscookie@gmail.com
facebook #CookiesCritterCare

www.cookiescrittercare.com

Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking

In Metchosin & West Shore

Professional Pet Sitting and Dog Walking since 2006

Professional Pet Sitting & Dog Walking

SERVICES: 
Scheduled Pet Sitting
-Dogs, Cats, Small Critters, 
 Small Livestock
Overnight Pet Sitting
-In Your Home
Drop In Pet Sitting
-30 mins onwards
Dog Walking
-On-leash, at the beach, at the park,   
  it’s all good fun!
Errands & Appointments
-Appointments or run pet-related 
 errands

TRAINED IN:
• Pet First Aid
• Dog Safe (www.dogsafe.ca) 
• Dog Aggression. 
• Administering Meds
• Working with pets with 
   behavioural issues. 

ALSO:
• Insured and bondable
• Vet Recommended
• References Available

We are wishing you a very 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year filled with 

love, joy and happiness.

Thank you for your continued 

support and business during 

the past 11 years. I am looking 

forward to the next 11 years with 

you and your cherished critters. 

Cookies Critter Care
Professional Pet Sitting and Dog Walking since 2006

We are wishing you a very 

Christmas Gifts
Johnny Carline

Not everybody celebrates Christmas, 
and some who do have qualms about 
the commercialization of gift giving. 
And yet there is something magical 
about seeing the smile on someone’s 
face when they receive something they 
know has had a lot of thought behind 
it and a lot of love in it.

For some people the spirit of 
Christmas is best captured by a dona-
tion in a recipient’s name to a worthy 
cause. There are plenty of local causes 
to support as well as broader global 
causes. So whether it’s a Metchosin 
Community Association member-
ship or a cheque to Doctors without 
Borders (or other similar gifts), these 
are thoughtful options which may 
surprise you in how well they are 
received. One of my most memorable 
gifts ever was a goat that my son and 
his then girlfriend donated to an Afri-
can village in my name.

Other people solve the dilemma by 
making their own Christmas gifts, and 
even their own Christmas cards too. 
And, of course, these can be converted 
to “Seasonal” gifts where a “Christ-
mas gift” would not be appropriate. 
For those with the talent, it is truly a 
wonderful thing to do. Though for the 
recipient it comes with some risks.  
Obviously you can’t secretly take it 
back to the store to exchange it if it 
doesn’t happen to fit or meet your 
tastes. I remember receiving an ex-
quisite hand-knitted sweater which 
I wrecked the first time I washed it. 
(I was a student at the time and the 
only thing that seemed to come out 
of the drier okay was my beer money 
that I regularly forgot to remove from 
my jeans.) Explaining such disasters is 
more awkward when you know you 
have destroyed hours of someone’s 
generous labour. 

Not all of us have the time or the 
talent to make gifts that one would 
want to give to somebody. Fortu-
nately, there are many people who not 
only can but who make enough for 
the rest of us to think about buying for 
people we care about.

Local arts and craft fairs, as well 
as regular studios, are great places to 
amble through to check on possibilities 
for your favourite auntie. (Hand- made 
slippers are a natural gift for your fa-
vourite uncle, and afterwards, for your 
favourite puppy.) A number of these 
fairs and studios advertise in the Muse, 
as do local eating places (gift cards 
for those are always welcome at my 
house). A local gift of this kind seems 
to be double the value – a gift for your 
loved one and support for our creative 
and industrious local community.

Along these lines, in the last edition 
of the Muse, we asked whether there 
were Muse readers who would like 
to draw our readership’s attention to 
the things they make at this season of 
gift giving. We happily pass on their 
names and the contact information 
they provided for your consideration:
• Kathy and Selby Saluke –  

the Licorice Fern Studio  
Email kssaluke@shaw.ca 
www.licoricefernstudio.ca

• Judi Dyelle – Chosin Pottery 
www.chosinpottery.ca

• Heather Sykes – The Grateful 
Pooch, 598 Parry Road 
Tel. 250-508-1777)

• Roger Palser – local carver of 
whimsical elf dwellings  
Email Lrpalser@shaw.ca
And to all our readers, we wish 

you a joyful season of appreciating 
your friends and neighbours and be-
ing good to them – both locally and 
globally – as, we hope, your commu-
nity and your world is good to you.

Annual Blue 
Moon Christmas

Wednesday December 20 
7:00 pm doors, show at 7:30 pm 
Metchosin Community House 

4430 Happy Valley Road

Join Dave and Lesley Preston  
and other performers from Metchosin  

to celebrate the season with  
festive songs and stories.

Admission by donation  
with all proceeds going to  

the local food bank. 

Refreshments available.

Brian Domney

Santa Claus may have come early for a signifi-
cant number of Metchosin home owners as a 
result of the perseverance and hard work of 
Chief Stephanie Dunlop and her colleagues in 
the Metchosin Fire Department. On October 
17, the Fire Underwriters Survey informed 
Metchosin that the Fire Department “had 
been registered in the Canadian Fire Insur-
ance Grading Index as being accredited for the 
delivery of Superior Tanker Shuttle Service for 
personal lines insured risk within the Dwell-
ing Protection Grade system.” That’s insurance 
bureaucratese for “if your home is on a well, 
and is currently not close to a fire hydrant, you 
may be about to save some money on home 
insurance.”

Superior Tanker Shuttle Service is an ac-
creditation based on the ability of the Fire 
Department to deliver a sustained water flow 
of at least 200 gallons per minute. This is done 
by having a pumper truck drawing water from 
a portable tank system which is continually 
being filled by a truck shuttling water from the 
closest fire hydrant.

After rigorous practice sessions, the Fire 
Hall crew, assisted by community volunteers 
as timers, felt ready to have a Public Fire 
Protection Specialist from the Fire Underwrit-
ers Surveyor of British Columbia come and 
put their abilities to the test. They passed 
with flying colours. “The requirements for 
this accreditation are stringent and verify that 
the fire department is capable of delivering 
the minimum accepted fire flows to detached 
dwellings throughout the fire protection 
district within eight kilometres by road of the 
responding fire station and five kilometres by 
road of a water supply point,” says Michael 

King of the Fire Underwriters Surveyor of Brit-
ish Columbia.

Initial information indicates that annual 
savings for qualifying properties could be 
in the range of $500–$800, depending on the 
insured value. What remains to be done is for 
the accrediting agency to develop a database 
of residences that qualify, based on GIS infor-
mation provided by the District of Metchosin. 
There are many roads in Metchosin that do 
not have water and there are many residences 
on those roads within eight kilometres of the 
Fire Hall and within five kilometres of a fire 
hydrant, but there could well be some that do 
not meet those criteria. Claiming the status 
when not actually qualifying could present 
serious consequences for a homeowner should 
a disaster occur. Homeowners are encouraged 
to ensure their home meets the criteria before 
claiming the shuttle accreditation.

For more information, contact Chief Stepha-
nie Dunlop at the Fire Hall.

Metchosin Earns New Fire 
Protection Accreditation

With substantial insurance discounts at stake, the 
tension mounts as the shuttle certification tests 
take place.                 Brian Domney photo



10 Metchosin Muse • December 2017

Tell them you saw it in the Muse!

WE LOVE LOCALS.

Now available
FRONTRUNNERS SHELBOURNE &

WESTSHORE LOCATIONS

SHELBOURNE #3-3659 SHELBOURNE ST. T 250.384.4786
WESTSHORE #123–755 GOLDSTREAM AVE. T 250.391.7373
VICTORIA 1200 VANCOUVER ST. T 250.382.8181

frontrunners.ca

Windsor Plywood Westshore
Your Local Building Supply Store

100% 
Locally 

owned & 
operated

NEW!

Windsor Plywood
Westshore

Store hours
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm
Sat 9am-5:30pm
Closed Sun - Family DayWestshore Location • 888 Van Isle Way  • 250-474-6111Westshore Location • 888 Van Isle Way  • 250-474-6111Westshore Location • 888 Van Isle Way  • 250-474-6111

• Features 20” x 64” one lite 
- low-e glass 
• 4-9/16 exterior primed jamb

• Features 20” x 64” one lite  
- with raise and lower blinds 
• 4-9/16 exterior primed jamb

EXTERIOR PREHUNG DOUBLE STEEL DOORS

WE INSTALL!!   Floors, doors and so much more

Tower Series 
Hardwood

5” LONDON FOG OAK
5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK

WANT A NEW FLOOR OR DOOR?

Whether you’re building new or renovating we do complete installation! That 
means tearing out your old fl oors, disposing of it and revamping or installing 
new baseboards all in a timely fashion. We keep on top of the trends so come 
and see our new lines of vinyl, hardwood, oak and laminate fl ooring ... and 
see why Windsor Plywood Westshore are the installation specialists!
Come and walk through our doors and walk on our fl oors.
Door and Floor Installations Fully Guaranteed

Halton Hickory 
Hardwood
CHESTNUT SHOWN (WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)
6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

 WEST SHORE LOCATION ONLY  SOME SPECIAL ORDERS MAY APPLY  SALE ENDS JUNE 30th

 Winchester 3-in-1
 ACOUSTIC FLOORING UNDERLAY FOR 
 VINYL & LAMINATE FLOORING

 • EVA recycled rubber & PE foil (Blue) vapour barrier
 • 0.06” x 39.37” x 366.14”
 • Intended for home use
 • 100 sq. ft. rolls

 36 88 36 88
 per roll

 10MM VINLOC
 VINYL 
 PLANK 
 FLOORING
 Our strongest click joint 
 vinyl flooring!  2 98

 Sq. Ft.

 10.5MM VINLOC
 VINYL 
 TILES
 Easy click installation, 
 waterproof UV layer. 
 12”x24” tiles. 6 patterns!  3 98

 SQ. FT.

 WINDSOR PLYWOOD 
 WESTSHORE 
 INSTALLS!!

 Want a new floor?
 Whether you’re building new or renovating we do 
 complete installation! That means tearing out your old 
 floors, disposing of it and revamping or installing new 
 baseboards all in a timely fashion. We keep on top of 
 the trends so come and see our new lines of vinyl, 
 hardwood, oak and laminate flooring ... and see why 
 Windsor Plywood Westshore are the installation 
 specialists!
 Come and walk through our doors and walk on our 
 floors.
 Windsor Westshore
 Door and Floor Installations Fully Guaranteed

 Halton 
 Hickory 
 Hardwood
 CHESTNUT SHOWN
 (WHILE QUANTITIES LAST)

 6-1/2” CHESTNUT HICKORY
 6-1/2” STONE HICKORY

 Tower 
 Series 

 Hardwood
 5” LONDON FOG OAK
 5” ANTIQUE TIN OAK

 4 pages
 Full of
 Deals!

 Carmel 
 Acacia

 Handscraped 
 Natural Acacia

 ACACIA ENGINEERED

 HARDWOOD
 FLOORING

 FLOAT-IN 
 INSTALLATION 
 PREFINISHED

 • 1/2” (11.5mm) 
 x 4-3/4”

 • Handscraped 
 Natural finish

 • 25 year mfr’s 
 warranty 

 Sq. Ft.  2 98 Real wood for the 

 cost of Laminate!

 Amber Maple

 Sq. Ft.

 11MM ENGINEERED HANDSCRAPED
 MAPLE HARDWOOD FLOORING
 FLOAT-IN INSTALLATION  • PREFINISHED
 Designed to be installed over most existing floors. 
 Can be installed on, above, or below grade. Great 
 for your condo or basement. • 7/16” (11mm) x 4”

 • Available in Summer Hickory, Amber Maple,
 Natural Maple

 • 20 year mfr’s warranty

 Natural Maple

 4 98

 EVEREST

 ARCTIC

 1 88 1 88
 Sq. Ft.

 1 18 1 18
 Sq. Ft.

 NEW!

 WESTSHORE
 888 Van Isle Way
 LANGFORD  250-474-6111

 Mon- Fri: 8am - 5:30pm  •  Sat: 9am - 5:30pm
 Closed Sunday: Family Day

 54 88 54 88
 Roll

 QUIET
 WALK 
 UNDERLAY

 $ 4 48 $ 4 48
 Sq. Ft.

 $ 3 98 $ 3 98
 Sq. Ft.

 FIBERGLASS

 Butterscotch

 PREFINISHED 
 DOOR 
 UNITS

 LEXINGTON GLASS

 $ 618 88 $ 618 88 $ 588 88 $ 588 88
 ea.  ea.

 2x6 Frame 2x4 Frame

 2/8   2/10   3/10 LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND

 SPECIAL 
 BUY
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Saving Metchosin’s Co-op Preschool
Joanne Beels

This is a Metchosinites’ call to 
arms to help save the iconic, 
little Metchosin Co-operative 
Preschool!

The current parents will be 
making many alterations in 
our daily and weekly routines 
to help save money and keep 
the preschool open, but much 
more needs to be done. We 
are acutely aware that we 
need a long-term plan of ac-
tion to make our preschool’s 
future more financially secure 
and bring it in line with a 
modern family’s needs.

Sadly, low enrolment this 
year is not our only problem. 
Three trees very close to our 
building need to be cut down, 
because they are undermin-
ing the foundations. Do you 
know of a local professional 
who can help? Were you a 
parent, a grandparent or a 
child of Metchosin Preschool 
who could help? Do you have 
a story to share? 

Metchosin’s Co-operative 
Preschool was and still is so 
much more than just a pre-
school. It has been described 
as a truly magical place, the 
heart and soul of village life, 
a place where children can 
sit in the mud and play in 
nature, where the chairs and 
tables are so little that you 
know that you have entered 
a child’s world, where only 
children’s voices can be heard, 
where the day’s activities just 

naturally evolved through 
play and where everybody 
worked together to get the job 
done.

When Metchosin Co-op 
Preschool began nearly 60 
years ago, life in Metchosin 
was incredibly different. A 
time when homes were so 
spread out, and walking kilo-
metres to your neighbour in 
dark winter months without 
street lighting was almost 
impossible. It was more dif-
ficult for young families to 
get out and meet each other. 
Metchosin Co-op Preschool 
soon became an essential, in-
tegral part of everyday life for 
mums and children to meet, 
talk, laugh and play.

Right now my four-year-
old son, Theo, feels that. 
“That’s my school!” He 
points out as we drive by, 
every time! “Can we stop and 
play?” Theo is completely 
at ease and very confident 
in the playground and this 
is exactly how I want him to 
grow up; I feel it too. I had a 
good feeling about Metchosin 
Co-op Preschool from the 
moment that I walked onto 
the playground, but children 
can sense things more simply 
than adults, things are simply 
good or bad, right or wrong 
and you receive pure honesty 
from their words. He says he 
“loves” his preschool and so it 
is worth fighting for.

We have a rescue plan. 
First, we are reaching out to 

the community of Metchosin 
with its wealth of unique 
skills, connections, knowledge 
and experience. There are 
people out there who would 
love to give something back 
to the very much younger 
generation. Do you have the 
skill to brainstorm ideas for 
fundraising or knowledge 
of marketing and advertis-
ing? Whatever your skills, 
whatever time you can spare, 
your help would be greatly 
appreciated.

Please feel free to contact 
Elizabeth, the preschool presi-
dent, at presidentmetchosin 
preschool@gmail.com with 
any thoughts or ideas.

Secondly, we will be host-
ing a permanent Bottle Depot 
collection bank in front of 
our building, to the right of 
the car park. Feel free to drop 
off as many clean, recyclable 
bottles and cans to help aid 
our cause – so drink up, 
Metchosin!

Thirdly, Metchosin Pre-
school always held a pancake 
breakfast with Santa to help 
raise essential funds but with 
such small numbers this 
became impractical. Fire chief 
Stephanie Dunlop has kindly 
allowed us to join forces and 
pool our resources and so we 
are inviting everyone to come 
out and support Metchosin 

Preschool by joining us for an 
Extra Special Pancake Break-
fast with Santa at the Fire 
Hall, with all the fire trucks 
and trimmings. This is, of 
course, still a free community 
event, but donations would 
be gratefully received. Please 
mark your calendars, Sun-
day, December 17, 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm. We look forward 
to seeing as many past and 
present families as possible 
at the Metchosin Fire Hall to 
help support the Metchosin 
Co-operative Preschool; 
please spread the word.
 
Editor’s note: See a letter to the 
editor on this topic, page 2.

A photo from the Preschool archives: children exploring nature’s classroom. 
Photo supplied by Mandy Webb
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house happenings
Metchosin Community House  4430 Happy Valley Road  Info: 250-478-5155

Email: mcahouse@telus.net  Web: www.metchosincommunityhouse.com

Ongoing Programs
Mondays

Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program – 9:00 am–3:30 pm. 
Contact Mobile program coordinator Ken Hillicke at 250-213-2440. Not at 
the House December 25 or January 1.
Pearson College Students Outreach – 3:00–4:30 pm. Helping seniors and 
youth in our community. Invite Pearson College students to visit or help 
with a project. Particularly aimed at Metchosin seniors, but call 250-474-0634 
and leave a message to see if you might be eligible.
Knitting Café. On the first and third Mondays monthly, 7:00–9:00 pm, knit-
ters of all skill levels, including beginners, are welcome to this informal and 
friendly get-together. For information call Laura, 250-478-1197, email laura.
farquharson@shaw.ca. No Knitting on December 18. Returning January 15.
Singalong – Metchosin Rough Voice Singers – The Rough Voice Sing-
ers meet at the Community House on the second and fourth Monday each 
month from 7:00–9:00 pm. All are welcome to join us at this fun, drop-in 
sing-along group where a good singing voice is not a requirement. $2/per-
son. Contact Barb Sawatsky (250-478-0553). December 11 last session for the 
season.

Tuesdays

Drop In Painters Art Group. This friendly and supportive group of artists 
and hobbyists meets Tuesday mornings 9:30 am–noon at the MCH. Every-
one is welcome. 
Knitting Café. On the second and fourth Tuesdays monthly, the Knitting 
Café has afternoon sessions from 1:00–3:00 pm. See the Monday listing for 
contact information. No Knitting on December 26. Will return on January 9. 

Wednesdays

Vancouver Island Health Authority Adult Day Program – 9:00 am–3:30 pm 
(see Monday for details). 

Thursdays 

Creative Rug Hooking – First and third Thursdays, 10:30 am–1:30 pm, led 
by Sheila Stewart, certified instructor of Traditional Rug Hooking. Beginners 
are welcome, but should contact Sheila (email blueheronstudio@telus.net, or 
call 250-595-6406) to discuss needed supplies. Experienced rug hookers are 
invited to bring their own projects. Bring a bag lunch; tea and coffee avail-
able. No fees but donation jar available to cover refreshment costs. No rug 
hooking on December 21.

Fridays

Parent and Tot Program – 9:30–11:30 am. Calling all Metchosin tots! The 
Parent and Tot Drop-In Program invites moms, dads, caregivers and their 

young children to join us Friday mornings for our community program. 
Children will enjoy our new toys, books and craft opportunities. Parents will 
enjoy our relaxed, supportive environment, parent resource library and op-
portunities to connect with other parents and kids. No P&T on December 29; 
returning January 12..
Music Night – 7:00–9:00 pm, second Friday of each month. December 8: 
Featuring a classical trio of flute, violin, and guitar. Flautist Emily Nagel-
bach, guitarist Douglas Hensley, and violinist Tatiana Kostour will play a 
variety of compositions. Suggested donation $7–12.
Ukulele Gathering – 5:00–6:30 pm, first Friday of each month. Open to 
community members of all ages and levels of talent. Bring: a ukulele, capo, 
tuner, music stand, and a few songs you are willing to share/lead/teach 
others with appropriate song sheets for others, if not from songbook below. 
Suggested songbook: Jumpin’ Jim’s Daily Ukulele (as a base resource to work 
from) if you have it.
Film Night: No film night in December but will return January 26.

Events
Pearson College Christmas Concert – Sunday, December 3, 7:00 pm, Met-
chosin Community Hall, 4401 William Head Road. The choir of international 
students promises to delight its audience with songs of the season. A deli-
cious dessert raffle and refreshments will be served with the proceeds going 
to the Metchosin Community House. Admission is by donation. There will 
also be a food bank donation box for non-perishable goods.
Blue Moon Christmas – December 20, doors open at 7:00 pm, show starts at 
7:30 pm. Dave and Lesley Preston host their annual Blue Moon Christmas, 
featuring a Yorkshire Lad’s Christmas with festive songs and stories per-
formed by local artists. Refreshments available. Admission by donation of 
cash or non-perishable goods for local food banks.
Guest Speaker – No guest speaker in December but will return January 18.
Art on the Walls – December: Doug Gilbert in collaboration with the 
Metchosin School Museum Society has compiled and organized a show of 18 
historic photographs of Metchosin dating back to the early 1900s. Viewing 
times are Monday–Friday, 9:00 am–1:00 pm. The Art on the Walls program 
offers the House as a wonderful venue for artists to show and display their 
works. For more information, please call the MCH at 250-478-5155. 

Metchosin Community House Office Closure 
Dates for Christmas and New Year
The MCHouse will be operating as usual with regard to booked rentals  
(see calendar at www.metchosincommunityhouse.com), however the MCH 
Office will be closed December 25, 2017 to January 2, 2018.

For more on what’s happening at the House, please visit their website:  
sites.google.com/site/metchosincommunityassociation//calendar-of-events

Erin Van de Water

The Community House 
will be graced with a bit of 
“class” on Friday, December 
8 – class-ical sounds, that is. 
A trio composed of Douglas 
Hensley on guitar, Tatiana 
Kostour on violin, and Em-
ily Nagelbach on flute has a 
repertoire planned featuring 
compositions by Fauré, Mo-
zart, Corelli, Kreutzer, Grag-
nani, and the world premiere 
of a Trio by David Loeb (New 
York). If we’re lucky, there 
may even be a work by Doug-
las Hensley! All members of 
the Victoria Conservatory of 
Music faculty, they melded 
into the Continuum Consort 
Trio a few years ago, and 
have been playing a variety of 

Baroque right through to Con-
temporary music ever since. 

Emily Nagelbach is sec-
ond flute/piccolo with the 
Vancouver Island Symphony 
and is Acting Head of the 
Winds & Brass Department at 
the Victoria Conservatory of 
Music. As a freelance musi-
cian, she has performed with 
many orchestras, including 
the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra and Victoria Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Ms. Tatiana Kostour, Mos-
cow born, is a violinist from 
the Ukraine. Before moving 
to Victoria in 2011, Tatiana 
performed with the Wind-
sor Symphony Orchestra, 
Brantford Symphony, London 
Symphony, Thunder Bay 
Symphony, Niagara Sym-
phony, Kiev National Radio 
and Television Symphony and 
many chamber performances. 

Douglas Hensley is on the 
faculty of the Victoria Con-
servatory of Music, where he 
teaches guitar and lute. He 

also plays and teaches the 
classical Persian instruments 
tar, setar, santur, and oud, 
which he studied in Califor-
nia and Paris. In California, 
he founded and directed 
such chamber ensembles as 
Drifting Leaves (flute, viola, 
guitar) and the Lennon-
Stravinsky Quartet (soprano, 
flute, harp, guitar). He also 

made guest appearances with 
Composers, Inc., Earplay and 
the Oakland Chamber Sym-
phony, as well as the Sym-
phony Orchestras of San Fran-
cisco, Berkeley and Marin. 
Since moving to Victoria, he 
has appeared numerous times 
with the Victoria Symphony 
and soloed with the Civic 
Orchestra of Victoria. 

MCA House Concert: Continuum Consort Trio

Continuum Consort Trio
Friday, December 8 
7:00 to 9:00 pm, Metchosin 
Community House 
Suggested donation: $7–$12

Tatiana Kostour (violin), Douglas Hensley (guitar), and Emily 
Nagelbach (flute), form the Continuum Consort Trio playing at the 
Community House on December 8.

Season’s Greetings and Warm Wishes for 
a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Events and Menus on  
December 24th, 31st and January 1st 

Visit our website for details: 
www.glenrosafarm.com 

5447 Rocky Point Rd.  Metchosin 
(km 30 on the Galloping Goose)  

250-478-6186 
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Confounding Fungal Expectations

Kem Luther

The fifth Metchosin MycoBlitz 
took place on Saturday, No-
vember 4, 2017. A sharp frost 
and a light snow on Friday, 
combined with an unusu-
ally bad year for fungi in 
general, had the organizers 
of the MycoBlitz wonder-
ing whether they would find 
many mushrooms. A record 
crowd showed up, however, 
and the twenty experts and 
thirty helpers collected over 
200 mushroom samples. Of 
these 200 specimens, 155 were 
different species. About a 
third of species turned out to 
be new to Metchosin BioBlitz/
MycoBlitz records.

As in previous years, the 
mushroom seekers met in 
front of the District of Metcho-
sin offices at 9:00 am on the 
first Saturday of November. 
They divided themselves into 
three teams and mushroom 
identification experts were 
dispersed among the teams. 
The teams were assigned 
to travel to three Metchosin 
locations: Camp Thunderbird, 
Pearson College, and Camo-
sun College’s van der Meer 
property. (A big thanks to the 
YMCA-YWCA, Pearson Col-
lege, and Camosun College for 
allowing the teams onto their 
properties.) The teams left 
about 9:30 am and returned 
to the starting location about 
noon. MycoBlitz planners 
Moralea Milne and Joel Ussery 
stayed behind to prepare for 
the return of the groups.

The teams brought their 
carefully wrapped specimens 
into the District of Metchosin 
Council Chambers and the 
twenty experts set themselves 
to the task of sorting and 
identifying all the mush-
rooms brought back by the 
three teams. While sorting 
the mushrooms, they enjoyed 
soups (thanks, Karyn Wood-
land and Mairi MacKinnon!) 
and pizza donated by My-
Chosen pizza. The rest of the 
group went to the fire hall to 
have bag lunches, eat pop-
corn, and watch the “Andy 
and Kem Fungal Follies,” a 
collection of the best internet 
clips of mushrooms. Guests 
returned to the Council 
Chambers at 2:00 pm to look 
over the collections (Heard 
many times: “Is it edible?”)

The speaker and resource 
person for MycoBlitz 2017 was 

Roo Vandegrift of the Uni-
versity of Oregon. His talk in 
Metchosin on the Friday night 
before the MycoBlitz (session 
97 in Metchosin’s popular 
Talk and Walk series) covered 
the science and variety of the 
often-overlooked ascomycete 
mushrooms. Roo, brought to 
the area by the South Vancou-
ver Island Mycological Society 
(SVIMS) and the Vancouver 
Mycological Society (VMS), 
ended up spending almost 
two weeks in BC working in 
labs and helping mycological 
types learn more about Xy-
larias, an ascomycete group 
that occupies most of Roo’s 
research time. In Victoria, 
Roo teamed up with Brenda 
Callan, a colleague at the 

Pacific Forestry Centre. Roo 
and Brenda identified for the 
MycoBlitz more than a dozen 
small ascomycete mushrooms 
that had not been recorded in 
Metchosin before.

MycoBlitz 2017 was for-
tunate to have on the search 
teams several good photogra-
phers. They have graciously 
agreed to make digital ver-
sions some of their pictures 
from the day available on this 
web site. To see these pictures, 
go to this MycoBlitz web page 
at metchosinbiodiver sity.com. 

The Metchosin Biodiver-
sity Project, organizer of the 
MycoBlitz, acknowledges 
the support of the Metchosin 
Foundation in helping make 
this year’s MycoBlitz possible.

An army of mycoblitzers gather at the District Hall. 
Luke Mikler photo

The University of Oregon’s Roo Vandegrift examines small 
ascomycetes on a beach log.   Luke Mikler photo

The earpick fungus (Auriscalpium vulgare), a small spine fungus 
that often grows on Douglas-fir cones. The side stem makes this 
small mushroom look like an antique earpick. Roger St Pierre photo

Shop Locally … 
and tell them you saw it  

in the Muse!
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Meg Hatch, Wild ARC Assistant 
Manager

On the surface, much has 
changed since 1997 when 
Wild ARC fi rst opened its 
doors. The facilities have con-
tinued to grow and improve, 
the number of animal intakes 
has doubled and the staff  and 
volunteers who worked tire-
lessly to get Wild ARC up and 
running have since passed the 
torch to the next generation. 
However, at the heart, Wild 
ARC has changed little in the 
last 20 years.

Wild ARC was created out 
of a desire from the mem-
bers of its community. In the 
early 1990s, as the population 
of South Vancouver Island 
continued to grow, there 
were more and more human-
wildlife confl icts occurring. 
Concerned citizens would 
fi nd a baby bunny caught 
by an outdoor cat, or a small 
songbird who had fl own into 
a window, or an injured owl 
hit by a car and, not knowing 
where else to go, they would 
bring the animal in need to 
the Victoria branch of the BC 
SPCA. Without the proper 
facilities and permits, the 
Victoria SPCA was not able to 
help these wild patients but 
they recognized the need for 
a wild animal rehabilitation 
centre to service the South 
Vancouver Island region. In 
celebration of their centennial 
year and thanks to a bequest 
from a generous supporter, 
the Victoria branch bought 
10 acres of land in Metchosin 
and constructed the fi rst and 
only BC SPCA Wild Animal 
Rehabilitation Centre.

Wild ARC was fortunate 
to have facilities constructed 
for the purpose of caring 
for more than 140 diff erent 
species of wildlife - from tiny 
baby hummingbirds to large 
adult bald eagles, beavers, 
mink, river otters, raccoons, 
squirrels, deer fawns, and 
even reptiles and amphib-
ians. The diversity of animals 
coming into care requires that 
every enclosure be adaptable 
to provide for each individual 
species. “We are constantly 
trying to improve our enclo-
sures to provide a safe space 
for the animals and the people 
who care for them,” says 
Wild ARC’s senior wildlife 
rehabilitator Marguerite Sans. 
“We are always learning new 
ways to mimic the environ-
ment that each animal would 
experience in the wild, to help 
reduce stress and prepare 
these animals for the day they 
can be released.” 

Over the last 20 years, 
Wild ARC has doubled the 
number of buildings on the 
property to better suit the 
needs of the wild animals that 
come into care. For example, 
a large fl ight pen was built 
for raptors and other large 
birds to provide the space 
they needed to exercise their 
wings, and a pool pen was 
constructed to house semi-
aquatic species like river ot-
ters which need deep pools to 
learn how to swim and hunt 
for fi sh. 

Last year Wild ARC 
admitted over 3,000 wild 
patients - double the number 
of intakes from their fi rst year 
in operation - and they are on 
track to admit another 3,000 

animals this year. Without 
the dedication of the staff , 
volunteers and community 
supporters, Wild ARC could 
not exist. This year alone 
volunteers have donated 
an incredible 23,000 hours 
towards transporting, car-
ing, fundraising and raising 
awareness for wild animals in 
need, the equivalent of about 
11 full-time jobs. As a result, 
we somehow manage to get 
all these wild animals to Wild 
ARC for the specialized care 
they require.

Partnerships within the 
community are also essential 
for the success of a place like 
Wild ARC: local airlines like 
Pacifi c Coastal and Harbour 
Air provide free transporta-
tion for wild animals in need; 
the wildlife heroes who work 
at Central Victoria Veteri-
nary Hospital and other local 
veterinary hospitals take in 
wild patients while they await 
transport to Wild ARC; neigh-
bours in Metchosin provide 

greenery for the enclosures. 
It truly takes a community to 
care for all these wild animals 
in need.

In the last 20 years, Wild 
ARC has admitted more than 
40,000 wild patients and it 
looks like the need to rescue 
and rehabilitate orphaned, 
injured and sick wild animals 
will continue to increase 
as populations grow and 
human-wildlife confl icts grow 
along with them. Wild ARC 

strives not only to care for 
these animals but to educate 
the public about the meth-
ods to humanely deal with 
human-wildlife confl icts or 
prevent them from occurring 
in the fi rst place. In an ideal 
world, there would be no 
need for a facility like Wild 
ARC but until that day arrives 
the staff  and volunteers will 
continue to proudly serve 
their community and the wild 
animals that live within it. 

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
since 1980 

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA • 15 mins from Colwood Corners
www.westcoasttires.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri: 9am - 6pm

Sat: 9am - 5pm

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044

WESTCOAST TIRE and WHEEL Ltd.
since 1980 

4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA • 15 mins from Colwood Corners4730 SOOKE RD. • VICTORIA • 15 mins from Colwood Corners
www.westcoasttires.com

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri: 9am - 6pm

Sat: 9am - 5pm

250-889-6161
or

250-642-4044

Nitrogen
Force Varience

Balancing

Wild ARC’s 20th Anniversary

And so Wild ARC began – the ribbon cutting 20 years ago.

This forlorn fawn has hope, thanks to Wild ARC.

The new sign proudly announces 
Wild ARC’s continued presence.
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Prestigious Awards for Venturer Advisors
Kyle Jamieson

We would like to extend our thanks and 
congratulate our two respected and dedicated 
Venturer advisors, Curtis Becker, aka Big C, 
and Curtis Petillion, aka Little C.

Curtis Becker was honored to receive the 
very prestigious National Silver Acorn Award 
for his especially distinguished service to 
Scouting. He has been a leader for 15 years 
and a member for 18. He has been a valuable 

advisor in our company and is very deserving 
of this award.

Curtis Petillion received the medal for Good 
Service Award. He has been a scouting mem-
ber since he was fi ve years old in our Met-
chosin group. He is also one of our advisors. 
Curtis has lots of energy and is an excellent 
role model for our youth.

We are very proud of their accomplishments 
as they are very deserving of these distin-
guished medals.

 14TH JUAN DE FUCA (METCHOSIN) SCOUTS CANADA

Jason Rivard presents awards to Curtis Becker 
(left photo) and Curtis Petillion (right photo).

 Kyle Jamieson photos

250-589-6599

EXCAVATION, 
TRUCKING & 
LANDSCAPING 
MATERIALS 

Rock
Sand

Gravel
Soil

Mulch

Landscaping
Ponds

Driveways
Perimeter Drains
Livestock Burial

DIGD

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Open by appointment 
598 Parry Rd * 250-508-1777 

www.thegratefulpooch.ca 
Facebook * 5 Star rated 

All Breeds large and small 

Found on Facebook …
“ Jammies and rubber boots are a must when you go to the 
corner store, so why not pizza pickup?”

The Heroic Demise of 
Chubby the Rooster
Gary and Sybil Kangas

 Chubby grew up as a family rooster. Colin, the oldest son, 
would pick Chubby up and interact with him. Chubby did 
not show any aggression to any humans. 

However, Chubby was a genuine rooster, not a capon. He 
was large and robust, weighing between fi ve and six pounds. 
He was always ready to fi ght and see to his fl ock. Chubby 
had diff erent calls for varied situations, danger, food sources 
and he would show his hens food before feeding himself. He 
was very brave and if there were predators about he would 
scream the alarm which would bring his dog buddy, “Luke,” 
to do battle. Chubby and Luke the dog worked as a security 
team guarding against racoons, other dogs or even a bear. 
Luke would go on the attack, Chubby would direct his fl ock 
back to the run and into the chicken house and then would 
assist Luke in the defense of the chickens. 

On the night of Sunday, October 15, Chubby sounded 
the alarm and went toe to toe with the bear who had broken 
into the chicken coop. Luke the dog charged to the rescue, 
Chubby was injured, six chickens lost, the bear was driven 
off  by Luke, loud noises and fl ashlights!

Five o’clock, Thursday morning, October 19, the scenario 
is repeated; the bear had returned having acquired a taste for 
chicken. The plywood the family had screwed to the chicken 
house door was torn off . Once more, Chubby sounded the 
alarm and confronted the bear, and Luke came running but 
too late – the bear had killed Chubby and four more chick-
ens! The bear was driven off  once more. The bear had grown 
much bolder, returning twice more but then was trapped on 
Monday, October 23, 2017.

The family has lost most of their chickens, and Colin and 
Luke mourn the loss of their majestic companion, Chubby 
the valiant rooster.

Metchosin 4H Club Completes 
Successful Seventh Season
Marie-Térèse  Little

The Metchosin 4H Com-
munity Club has fi nished its 
seventh year in Metchosin 
and by all accounts this has 
been our most successful and 
productive year of ‘Learn to 
Do by Doing’. Our club has 
expanded and we welcomed 
new projects such as photog-
raphy and small engine repair 
to our community club. With 
great enthusiasm, we wel-
comed new leaders into our 
group and the parent partici-
pation was at its highest this 
year. The 4H kids were fortu-
nate to present their animals 
and projects at the Coombs, 
Cobble Hill and Saanich Fairs 
and at Metchosin Day. By far 
the highlight of the year was 
Metchosin Day where the kids 
showed their chickens, ducks, 
quail, guinea pigs, rabbits, 
small engines, photography 
display and a Cloverbud 
display.

The members of the 4H 
club would like to thank all 
the organizations who con-
tributed to our success. Specif-
ically, we would like to thank 
the South Malahat 4H District 
Council, Metchosin Council 
and the West Shore RCMP 
Community Policing Advi-
sory Committee for providing 
grants for supplies, rabbit 
and guinea pig cages and 
for tools for the small engine 
repair club. We would also 
like to thank Willow Wind 
Feed and Pet Food, Saanich 
Peninsula Co-op, Metchosin 

Soap Works, Westside Insta-
print, Metchosin Community 
Association and SIRC for their 
gifts in kind, discounts, or for 
allowing us space for our club 
meetings.

Our eighth season, starting 
in January 2018, promises to 
be equally as fun, engaging 
and exciting and the registra-
tion will open at the end of 
November. The 4H program 
provides young people with 
an opportunity to learn how 
to become productive, self-
assured adults ready to serve 
their community and coun-
try. This is fostered through 
project and program work, 
experiences with their other 
4H club members and leaders 
and their participation in dis-
trict, regional and provincial 
programs. The overall goal 
of the 4H program is youth 
development; the objectives 
of 4H clubs are knowledge, 
leadership, citizenship and 

personal development. 4H 
stands for head, heart, hands 
and health. 

For additional information 
about our community club, 
contact Marie Bell and Cindy 
Huckin at Metchosin 4H: 
metchosin4h@gmail.com

Metchosin 4H Poultry Club members; left photo by MT Little, right 
photo by Marie Bell.

Metchosin 4H Lamb Club 
member. Cindy Huckin photo
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$10 per 25 words to go in this monthly paper which is mailed 
to every Metchosin household. Envelopes for submissions and 

payments are provided at Metchosin Country Store. 

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month and can 
be dropped off at Metchosin Country Store.

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE
FOR SALE THIS SPRING! 
A beautiful Metchosin acreage, 
perfect for a family or couple 
wanting to embrace this com-
munity’s idyllic lifestyle. The 
property includes 2 acres of 
usable land with an immacu-
late 4 bedroom house. There 
is an outbuilding for chickens, 
sheep or horses and their feed. 
The pasture is fenced and cross 
fenced. There is a large vegeta-
ble garden, fruit trees, a heated 
detached double garage, and 
a large shop that will fi t a boat 
or RV. The rigorously main-
tained and updated house is of 
moderate size with hardwood 
fl oors in the classic 1950s style, 
complete with coved ceilings 
etc. This ocean view home is in 
a central area and it’s close to 

parks and the beach. (No listing 
agents required, thx.) Off ers on 
$925,000. For more information, 
email metchosinacreage@
gmail.com.

WANTED
COOKIES CRITTER CARE 
is collecting beverage contain-
ers, dog food, leashes, collars 
and toys for animal rescue. 
Call Cookie @ 250-415-9335 for 
pickup.

SERVICES
COOKIES CRITTER CARE 
– Metchosin’s professional pet 
sitter and dog walker since 2006. 
Fully insured, bondable and 
First Aid certifi ed. Cookie, 250-
415-9335. Comes highly recom-
mended and recognized.

 Oct 2 Rocky Point Road – Chronic missing 
youth. Returned later the same day.

Oct 3 Neild Road – Dropped 911 call 
received. Confi rmed dialled in error.

Oct 4 Malloch Road – Report of theft of 
scaff olding.

Oct 5 Metchosin Road – Complaint of 
speeding vehicles in school zone.

Oct 6 Rocky Point Road – Complaint of 
vehicle driving past a school bus with 
red fl ashers.

Oct 7 Metchosin Road – Report of a break 
and enter. Investigation revealed report 
unfounded.

Oct 8 Aquarius Road – Report of a break 
and enter to a residence. Two suspects 
observed.

Oct 10 La Bonne Road – Report of a rooster 
disturbing someone’s sleep.

Oct 11 Metchosin Road – Report of a single 
vehicle collision. Poor road conditions.

Oct 12 Sooke Road – Complaint of an 
intoxicated fourteen year old female. 
Youth taken to hospital.

Oct 13 Glen Forest Road – Residential alarm 
received. Confi rmed false.

Oct 14 Rocky Point Road – Youth AWOL from 
group home, returned the next day.

Oct 15 Tavane Road – Report of an out of 
control kid. Referred to MCFD.

Oct 17 Malloch Road – Report of a tree that 
fell over a power line. Referred to BC 
Hydro.

Oct 19 Woodruff  Road – Report of a theft of 
truck.

Oct 20 Sooke Road – Complaint regarding a 
vehicle swerving on the road.

Oct 21 Rocky Point Road – Youth AWOL from 
group home. Police located youth.

Oct 22 Metchosin Road – Assistance provided 
to BC Ambulance regarding an 
intentional overdose.

Oct 23 Sooke Road – Complaint of an 
abandoned vehicle. Vehicle legally 
parked and left there.

Oct 24 William Head Road – Assisted Surrey 
RCMP with collecting DNA from an 
inmate.

Oct 25 Sooke Road – Assisted BC Ambulance 
with suspicious medical call.

Oct 26 Sooke Road – Report of an abandoned 
vehicle on private property.

Oct 27 Sooke Road – Complaint of possible 
impaired driver. Driver located, not 
impaired.

Oct 28 Pegasus Way – Report of a vehicle in a 
ditch.

Oct 29 Sooke Road – Complaint of fi reworks. 
Police did not locate where it came 
from.

Oct 30 Sooke Road – Complaint of damaged 
motorcycle left on roadside.

Oct 31 Tavane Road – Report of missing 
youth, located with friends. Reunited 
with family.  

RCMP Call-Outs  OCTOBER 2017

Constable Matthew Baker, Media Relations Officer/Operations, West Shore RCMP | GRC de West Shore

Oct 1 Albert Head Road – Alarm bells – 
Commercial

Oct 3 Chalister Court – Open burn – General
Oct 4 Brush/Grass – Smoke Smell/Sighting
Oct 5 Nagle Road – Alarm bells – 

Residential
Oct 6 Sooke Road – Medical
Oct 7 Medical
 Parry Cross Road – Alarm 

bells – Residential
 Sooke Road – Open burn – General
Oct 8 Happy Valley Road – Open 

burn – General
 Rocky Point Road – Open 

burn – General 
 Rocky Point Road – Open 

burn – General
 Olympic View Road – Misc. complaint
Oct 9 Kangaroo Road – Open burn – General
Oct 10 Happy Valley Road – Medical
Oct 11 William Head Road – Medical
 Metchosin Road – MVI
 Rocky Point Road – Alarm 

Bells – Commercial
Oct 12 Sooke Road – Medical

Oct 15 Kangaroo Road – Medical
 Witty Beach Road – Medical
Oct 17 East Sooke Road – Medical
 Rocky Point Road – Hydro lines down
 Pearson College – Alarm bells – 

Residential
Oct 20 William Head Road – Assistance – 

General public
Oct 21 Farhill Road – Hydro lines down
 Duke Road – Assistance – General 

public
Oct 22 Metchosin Road – Medical
Oct 23 Albert Head Road – Alarm 

bells – Commercial
 Winter Road – Medical
Oct 25 East Sooke Road – Fire – Misc. Fire
Oct 26 William Head Road – HAZ MAT – 

Natural Gas
Oct 28 Duke Road – Assistance – General 

public
Oct 29 Chapel Heights Drive – Medical
Oct 31 Happy Valley – Assistance – General 

public 

MVI: Motor Vehicle Incident
HAZ MAT: Hazardous Materials

Fire Department Call-Outs OCTOBER 2017

Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop

Check out Metchosin Fire on Facebook or follow me on Twitter @ ChiefDunlop 

Visit the Muse website!
http://www.metchosinmuse.ca

• Custom low maintenance landscapes
• Boulder walls and rockeries
• Selective land clearing • Rockhound
• Concrete/rock breaker • Stump & brush removal
• Driveways/R.V. parking • Culverts • Drains
• Top soil, bark mulch, sand and gravel

CONTRACT OR HOURLY RATES

Complete Bobcat, Trucking & Mini Excavating Services
4604 Morland Road, Metchosin, B.C. V9C 3X4

 Locally owned & operated since 1984

Free Estimates 250-478-2980

Saanich and Cowichan Valley Wine Tours • Brew and Spirits Tours
Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers

Gift Certificates • A Perfect Gift!
Mention this ad for 10% off our regular rates!

BBB Torch Award Winner - Community Service
Winner LCT Magazine Global Operator of the Year

L I M O U S I N E S
“... it's how you get there."“... it's how you get there."

250-391-9000
www.lalimo.ca       info@lalimo.ca

Airport Transfers • Restaurant Transfers
Gift Certificates • A Perfect Gift!

Mention this ad for 10% off our regular rates!
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AIR CADETS
www.848royalroadsaircadets.com
www.facebook.com/848aircadets
250-590-3690
848air@cadets.gc.ca

ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF BC
250-382-2052 
www.alzheimerbc.org

ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF RURAL 
METCHOSIN (APRM)
250-881-8280
Facebook: Metchosin APRM

BADMINTON
Women’s 250-478-9648

BILSTON WATERSHED HABITAT 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
250-478-2387
ikmcken@islandnet.com
www.bilstoncreek.org

CRD PARKS
250-478-3344
crdparks@crd.bc.ca 
www.crd.bc.ca/parks

FREE RANGE SINGERS
250-478-3319
https://www.facebook.com/
  MetchosinFreeRangeSingers/

GIRL GUIDES OF CANADA 
(Metchosin and Colwood)
tandwcampandcomish@shaw.ca
250-478-5484

LA LECHE LEAGUE CANADA
250-727-4384

METCHOSIN 4-H CLUB
metchosin4h@gmail.com
www.metchosin4h.com

METCHOSIN ARTS AND 
CULTURAL CENTRE 
ASSOCIATION (MACCA)
info@metchosinartcentre.ca 
www.metchosinartcentre.ca 

METCHOSIN COMMUNITY 
HOUSE
250-478-5155 
mcahouse@telus.net 
www.metchosincommunity
  house.com 

METCHOSIN COUNCIL
250-474-3167
mayorandcouncil@metchosin.ca
www.district.metchosin.bc.ca/
  meetings

METCHOSIN EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS
250-478-1307, ham operators 
call in on 146.550. POD mem-
bers can call FRS (Family Radio 
Service) radios: Channel 1 with 
“0” privacy tone

METCHOSIN EQUESTRIAN 
SOCIETY
250-478-2374
tammyberry269@hotmail.com
www.mesmetchosin.com

METCHOSIN FOUNDATION
metchosinfoundation@gmail.com
http://metchosinfoundation.ca

METCHOSIN GARDEN CLUB
250-298-7877

METCHOSIN HALL SOCIETY
250-478-6424 
http://metchosinhall.com/

METCHOSIN HIKING CLUB
250-478-4778

METCHOSIN MUSEUM SOCIETY
Pioneer Museum, 250-382-1989
School Museum, 250-478-0765 

METCHOSIN PONY CLUB
250-727-3595

METCHOSIN PRESCHOOL
250-478-9241 
metchosinpreschool@gmail.com
www.metchosinpreschool.com 

METCHOSIN PRODUCERS’ 
ASSOCIATION
metchosinfarmersmarket@
  gmail.com
Facebook: Metchosin Farmers’ 
  Market

METCHOSIN SEARCH & RESCUE
metchosin.sar@gmail.com
http://www.metchosinsar.ca

METCHOSIN SENIORS’ 
INFORMATION & RESOURCE 
CENTRE/METCHOSIN 
SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION
250-478-5150, msirc@shaw.ca 
www.metchosinseniors.ca

MT. MATHESON 
CONSERVATION SOCIETY
250-642-0238

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
PROGRAM (POD Leaders)
Kathleen Sutherland 
250-474-3966
neighbourhoodpod@gmail.com

PACIFIC CENTRE FAMILY 
SERVICES ASSOCIATION
345 Wale Road, Colwood
250-886-2481
www.pacificcentrefamily
  services.org

ROUGH VOICE SINGERS
September to April
250-478-0553

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
Branch 91, Station Rd, Langford
Ladies Auxiliary 
250-478-5484

SCOUTS CANADA
14thjuandefuca@victoriascouts.ca

SEA CADETS
250-478-7813

TOASTMASTERS
’CHOSIN CHATTERS
info@chosinchatters.org
www.chosinchatters.org

TOPS: Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly
Audrey 250-478-1352
Marnie 250-478-9637

SWANWICK CENTRE 
A centre for spiritual inquiry
250-744-3354
programs@swanwickcentre.ca 
www.swanwickcentre.ca 

WEST SHORE ARTS COUNCIL
250-478-2286
info@westshorearts.org 
www.westshorearts.org 

WEST SHORE COMMUNITY 
CONCERT BAND
250-474-3999 
info@westshoreband.org
www.westshoreband.org

WEST SHORE PARKS AND 
RECREATION
250-478-8384 
www.westshorerecreation.ca

WESTSHORE RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
U14.U16.manager@gmail.com
westshorerfc.com

FAITHS
BAHA’I FAITH 
250-514-1757 

GORDON UNITED CHURCH
250-478-6632
www.gordonunitedchurch.ca

HOLY TRINITY REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
250-727-3722 

OPEN GATE CHURCH 
250-590-6736
www.opengatechurch.ca

ST MARYS’ METCHOSIN 
Anglican Church of Canada 
250-474-4119 
stmarysmetchosin.ca 

WESTSIDE BIBLE CHURCH
www.westsidefamily.org
250-478-8066

WESTSONG COMMUNITY 
CHURCH OF THE SALVATION 
ARMY
250-474-5967
www.westsong.ca

Important Dates and Events
Dec. 3 Pearson College Christmas Concert  . . . . . . . .  p. 4
Dec. 8 MCA House Concert: 

Continuum Consort Trio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 11
Dec. 11 Rough Voice Christmas Sing-along . . . . . . . .  p. 16
Dec. 17 Breakfast with Santa at the Fire Hall  . . . . . . .  p. 5
Dec. 20 Blue Moon Christmas Fundraiser  . . . . . . . . . .  p. 9
Dec. 25 Christmas Day
Jan. 1 Polar Bear Swim, Taylor Beach, 2:00 to 2:01 pm

For ongoing events at the Metchosin Community House, 
please see p. 11. For Council meetings, please see p. 4. 

CRD Nature Events take place throughout the year in 
Metchosin. For details, go to crd.bc.ca/parks-events.

Clip and save this listing!

✁

Directory of Organizations

The above listing is a directory of organizations only. Please submit changes by email to 
metmuse@shaw.ca. Individuals, groups and organizations are invited to submit details 
on upcoming events, to be included under “Events” on this page, or possibly as a sepa-
rate article. Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month preceding the issue date.

Randall Garrison, MP  ESQUIMALT–SAANICH–SOOKE
Critic for National Defence and LGBTQ 

2904 Tillicum Rd, Victoria, BC  V9A 2A5  /  M–Th, 10–4 or appt 
250-405-6550  /  Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca  

www.randallgarrison.ndp.ca

We look forward to continuing  

to help constituents with  

federal government  

departments, programs  

and services.
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Mitzi Dean 
MLA, Esquimalt-Metchosin

Mitzi.Dean.MLA@leg.bc.ca  /  MitziDean.ca

/MitziDeanNDP @MitziDeanBC

Working 
for our  
community
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Barb Sawatsky

Rough Voice Singers invites everyone to our 
fourth annual Christmas sing-along at the 
Metchosin Community House, 4430 Happy 
Valley Road, on Monday, December 11 at 7:00 
pm. Due to the popularity of this program, it 
is best to come early if you want to fi nd a seat 
as there have been a number of occasions this 
year when all 60 chairs have been occupied. 

Admission is $2 per person and we will 
be collecting items for Christmas hampers. 
In keeping with the spirit of the season, if 
you have time to contribute some baking or 
store-bought goodies to share at intermis-
sion, it would be appreciated. This program is 
suitable for all ages so bring your school-aged 
kids and your grannies and grandpas. Live 
music, popular carols, laughter and two hours 
of fun are the order of the evening.

’Tis the Season when sing-alongs are breaking out all over. This 
one added to the fun of the Metchosin House Christmas Craft Fair 
on November 14.  Sharie Epp photo

Rough Voice Christmas Family 
and Community Sing-along


